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New Phone Giveaway Gimmick 


Is an Airplane by B.&W. Ciggies 


> 








Chicago, Sept. 17. 

Real airplane will be given away 
each week by the Brown & William- 
son Tobacco Co. on its new ether 
show starting Oct. 4 Freeman 
Keyes, operator of the Russel M. 
Seeds agency, set details for the 
NBC giveaway program, which has 
a telephone angle. 

Tieup has beén made with the 
Piper plane factory for the gifting 
of a Piper ‘65’ Cub plane on each 
broadcast of the new show, which 
will be for the Wings cigaret prod- 
uct. Show is tagged ‘Wings of Des- 
tiny’ and will be an individual 30- 
minute story each week, though the 
central characters of an airplane 
pilot and girl reporter remain the 
same each week, 

Awards will be based on testi- 
monial letters, with the winning let- 
ter writer to be called direct from 
the broadcast and notified. There 
will be five best testimonials chosen 
on each program, and in the event 
none of the five testimonial writers 
is reached by telephone for notifica- 
tion, none will receive the award. 
That’s the listening hook. 





Amon Carter Proposes 
Will Rogers Ranch As _ 
Home for Film Actors 


Hollywood, Sept. 17. | 

Plan is under way to turn the Will | 
Rogers ranch in Santa Monica, cover- 
ing 346 acres, into a permanent home | 
for motion picture players. Idea | 
was launched by Amon Carter, pub- | 
lisher of the Fort Worth Star-Tele- | 
gram, at a luncheon tossed by Sam- | 
uel Goldwyn with five Los Angeles 
publishers at the table. Guests were 
Harry Chandler, Times; Harlan C. 
Palmer, Citizen-News: Dr. Frank F. 
Barham, Herald-Express; Manches- 





| 
| 
| 


rington, Examiner. 

Carter, an old friend of the family 
and a trustee of the Will Rogers 
Memorial Commission, suggested 
that the purchasing funds might be 
raised through cooperation of news- 
papers and theatres throughout the 
country, 





James Melton, Collector 


» 
i 


| classicals, 





Of Ancient Jallopies 


James Melton, who is chairman of 
the committee in charge of the an- 
cient automobile race Sept. 29 at the | 
New York World’s Fair, has entered | 


| 


‘NW Mounted’: Flown 


To London for ‘Morale’ 





Hollywood, Sept. 17. 

Paramount is Clippering a print of 
‘North West Mounted Police’ to Lon- 
don for showing there before the 
U. S. or Canadian preem. 

Believed the film will gross heavily 
and bolster public morale because of 
its British flag-waving sequences, 


Col, Victor Disk 
Price Cuts Hypo 





Audience Reaction. 
@s = | commissioned by RKO, 
9 O sole access to the results. 








FIRST SUCH POLL 
N FILM BUSINESS 


Institute of Audience Reac- 
tion Graphing Ups and 
Downs of Hollywood Tal- 
ent—Q. T. Evaluating Sys- 
tem Started 6 Months Ago 
—Survey for RKO on Di-| 
rectors, Stories and Titles, | 
as Well as Players 











CHART 200 ACTORS 





Ups and downs in popularity of |} 
almost 200 Hollywood players, in- 


have been charted ‘from week to 
week during the past six months by 
Dr. George Gallup’s - Institute of | 

Work has been 
which has 
Among 


ture is being taken are all RKO con- 





Both Columbia and Victor Record | 
companies claim heavy increases in| 
record sales since the individual out- | 
fits slashed retail prices. Victor as- 
serts that its Red Seal classical plat- | 
ters have jumped as much as 700%, | 
while the Black label popular stuff, 
which was recently dropped to 50c 
from 75c, has hopped 100%. At the 
same time Columbia reports that its 
Masterworks sides have increased 
as much as 1,000% due to the price 
cuts which went into effect Aug. 6. 

Columbia has been so jammed with 
unfilled orders on the classical stuff 
that the turning out of popular rec- 
ords has been slackened in order to 
give preference to the former. There 
has been no heightened interest in 
the popular as far as they’re con- 
cerned. Summer norm has been 
maintained, but that’s about all. 
Jump in Victor’s pop turnouts is un- 
doubtedly due to the cut to 50c. Fac- 
tories of both companies are working 


ter Boddy, News, and Richard Car- | overtime to fill back orders. 


Victor and Columbia each dropped 
which had 
to $1 on 12-inch sides. 


been $1.50-$2, | 


tract players as well as many others 
selected by RKO as possibilities for 
borrowing, hiring or pacting. 

Method of plotting the ebb and) 
flow of a performer's reception by | 
Joe and Jane America is precisely 
the same as the familiar barometer- | 
ing of President Roosevelt done by 
Gallup’s American Institute of Pub- 
lic Opinion. In addition to determi- 

(Continued on page 47) 


| 
| 
| 
those on whom the public’s tempera- | 
| 
| 


Any KPA 
100% BMI Nov. 1; Was 
ASCAP’s 1st Radio Deal 





Los Angeles, Sept. 17. 
Earle C. Anthony, owner of KFI- 
KECA, has signed a contract with 
BMI for KFI. Deal for KECA was 
signatured five months ago. An- 


thony signed the first radio contract | 
with ASCAP 17 years ago. 
| Harrison Holliway, manager of the 


itwo stations, said BMI and public} 
|domain music will be used exclu- 
Early start 

lesigned to avoid the confusion if 


NAMES TO PERFORM —:iy"svtine Xo. 
AT FROHMAN DINNER "3A ss! eves Son's 





Something unusual in night club 
activities is a testimonial dinner to 
be tendered Daniel Frohman at Ben 
Marden’s Riviera, Fort Lee, N. J., 
Sunday, Sept. 29. Regular show 
topped by Sophie Tucker, Harry 
Richman and Joe E. Lewis will be 
augmented by a flock of name play- 


three of his own buggies in the|ers, Those expected include Al Jol- 


contest, 


Stanley Steamer, a 1910 White and 
an 1898 De Dion Bouton. He’ll drive 
is limited to one-cylinder cars of pre- 
War Vintage, 


I Tenor is a collector of ancient jal- | producer but was formerly a mu- 
Spies, owning 25 of them, most of! sical comedy juvenile. Proceeds will 


His starters will be a 1910! son, Bert Lahr, Olsen and Johnson, 


one of the one-lungers himself. Race | rett and Molly Picon. 


| Milton Berle, Victor Moore, William 


| Gaxton, Bill Robinson, Sheila Bar- 
Emcees named are Monte Woolley 
and Vinton Freedley. Latter is a 


| 








Fisheli on Football 


Dick Fishell is dusting off his 
toga to again swami the major 
grid tussles this season for 
VARIETY, Besides doing his week- 
ly crystal-balling for VarireTy 
he’s doing his regular sports- 
casting for WHN and the play- 
by-play on the N. Y. (pro) 
Giants over the same station un- 
der Schick Razor sponsorship. 

Fishell, for three years Syra- 
cuse (’33) varsity fullback, and 
formerly with Brooklyn Dodgers, 








which he keeps at his Weston, Conn.,| go to the Actors Fund, which Froh- | 


farm, 


| man heads. 


confines himself to strictly the 
tough games for Variery. He 
starts this week on page 47. 


|standees for ‘Foxes’ 
cluding stars and featured talent, | for 


v 


Nazi Pic Blitz in South America: 
Fear Psychology’ Favors Putsch 





Father’s Death No Snag 


To Tallu’s ‘Foxes’ Date 





Death of Representative William 
B. Bankhead, Speaker of the House, 
and father of Tallulah Bankhead, 





did not interfere with the star’s ap- | 


pearence in ‘The Little Foxes,’ which 
opened its touring season at Prince- 
ton, N. J., Saturday (14), Actress 
attended the funeral services in 
Washington on Monday (16) and ap- 


peared in the play at Hershey, Pa., 


that evening. 


Attendance at the latter stand was | 
were 39) 


There 
there, takings 
the evening bettering $3,100. 


over capacity. 





Plays Blamed On 
Mounting Costs 


Increasing production costs are be- 
ing blamed for the paucity of 
Broadway production, managers 
who are already in action pointing 
out that the several unions have im- 
posed fresh regulations which mean 
added expenditures, It is estimated 
that the steadily growing require- 


|ments of the stage unions has upped 


the cost of putting on straight shows 


around 33% in the past eight years. | 


| America 





Buenos Aires, Sept. 17. 


Nazi film representatives during 
the past few weeks have begun a 
determined drive to grab off a real 
chunk of. the growing South Amer- 
ican film market. Using a new tech- 
nique, they are seeking to put across 
the idea that it’s only a question of 
time before Germany successfully 
finishes the blitz and houses in South 
will eventually have to 
show Nazi pix anyway. And second- 
ly, that their films are moneymakers 


| right now and therefore worth tak- 


Paucity of Bway | 


| 


| 


Average show costs about $15,000 to | 


get gpened, whereas formerly the 
same type of production reached the 
(Continued on page 12) 


NAB ‘HINTS’ REJECTION 
OF COUGHLIN SERIES 


Washington, Sept. 17. 

The National Ass’n of Broadcasters 
is throwing out hints to its members 
that the new Father Coughlin series 
should be rejected. Proceeding on 
the assumption that past perfor- 
mances warrant expectation § the 
Detroit cleric will indulge in politi- 
cal bargaining, the trade group has 
‘reminded’ members that time for 
such speeches can be sold only dur- 
ing the duration of the campaigns. 

Proposal to sign up stations for a 
full year is ‘disquieting,’ therefore, 
in the opinion of Edgar Bill, chair- 
man of the code committee. Bill did 
not endeavor to impose a complete 
|ban on the radio priest, yet re- 
| marked that it is vital for stations to 
|find out in advance ‘what side of 
| what issues the broadcasts wiil sup- 
|port and which candidacy or can- 
ididates will be advocated’ so they 
can live up to their obligations under 
the code. 








ing. 

The combination of arguments is 
having its effect. Some U. S. dis- 
tribs are inclined to pooh-pooh the 
whole thing. But most admit it’s a 


' . 
serious problem. 


Just what will—or can—be done 


| to meet the issue no one knows. Most 


South American countries are too 
frightened of what might happen to 
take too strong an anti-Nazi stand. 
They all figure it’s best to wait and 
see. And the Nazis are counting on 
this attitude to help in the film sit- 
uation. 

Concentrated on Newsreels 

For some time the Reich propa- 
gandists have been concentrating on 
newsreels only. This is a limited 
field.. Although B. A., for example, 
has a dozen newsreel-shorts houses, 
only two or three have been show- 
ing the UFA and other swastika- 
signed ‘news’ roundups. Propagane 
dists now apparently feel that isn’t 

(Continued on page 47) 


U.S. Secret Service 
Chief Credits Pix For 
Curbing Counterfeiting 


Milwaukee, Sept. 17. 


( Motion pictures have so educated 
the public to recognize bogus 
money, that losses by persons accept- 
ing counterfeit coin or currency 
have been cut from $1,400,000 ane 


nually to $130,000 a year, according 


to Frank J. Wilson, chief of the U. 
S. Secret Service, who spoke here 
before the convention of the Inter- 


national Association of Police Chiefs, 
He gave the screen showings credit 
for doing more than all the chasing 
of counterfeiters the secret service 
has ever done in reducing the na- 
tional loss from shovers of the queer. 

This success nas been so outstand- 
ing, Wilson told the police officials, 


/1,000 of whom were gathered here, 


that he believes police departments 
should likewise adopt motion pic- 
tures, as well as other educational 
methods, to instruct the public in 
the ways of criminals so they may 
protect themselves, 
‘A well informed 
citizen makes a far 


and educated 
tougher victim 


than an ignorant one,’ he said. ‘A 
major crime may be fought more 


successfully through education than 
through prosecution and imprison- 


ment.’ 
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THE SAGA OF JOLSON LE.INC PERNT: 
+ 
: » ADA DADAM AAAAAAAAAAAAAAE LS 
Those m: arquee letters which again spell out in electric lights ++ +++ 
the name of Al Jolson in front of & broadway theatre must have By Milton Berle 
slid easily into place, despite the span of more than a decade Nearly missed the deadline for this, my second column. I stopped at 
since his last appearance in a New York musical show. The Proctor’s Fifth Avenue to see if there was any mail. Writing this column 
return of Jolson in person stirs memories, and touches the has kept me so busy, Lindy's is suing me for non-support. 
nostalgic nerve, but the event also is a significant pointing up | Received a wire from tay tae = Nn said, , Congratulations, 
at hi Just Read Your Last Column. wonder what he means? What's Walter 
of the fact that within the Jolson career is to be found the whole Winchell got that I wish I had? 
story of show business of a gene ration. Season finally gets under way. So many theatre and night club open- 
é ings last week that Broadway Rose had to use a motorcycle. ‘ 
a oe Went to Capitol to see ‘Boom Town’—a Metro-Goldwyn-Rooney picture. 
Jolson Was at the top asa un 1¢ entertainer in his Own p yar- | Was a little disappointed, Spencer Tracy didn’t invent a thing. , 
ticular style of work when the mechanical devices of electrical Broadway Dept. 
engineering nearly erased the legitimate theatre and vaudeville The name ‘Hart’ well represented in the theatre this season. Larry 
and swept him and thousands of others into a new show world. — lyrics, Moss writes plays, Teddy acts in ’em and Margie undresses 
In the years sinc € Jolson appeared in “The Jazz Singer’ and Over to Stork Club—asked Lucille Ball how she found New York. Said 
Lhe Singing Fool,’ he has been a potent figure in popularizing | | she, ‘I looked under LaGuardia’s hat—and there it was.’ 
the newer forms of entertainment, the mingling of personality | Saw ‘Foreign Correspondent’, After seeing this socko production, 
and kilowatts. He has been through the entire routine, from the | LUCY MONROE cate toon rage Boing liar age live in a country where we -use air- 
— sound pictures to high percentage ratings of his air “Star Spangled Soprano” Walked into Theatrical Pharmacy on West 46th street. Was in a hurry. 
Snow 








Now he is back on Broadway as the star in his own 


2 Star of “American Jubilee,” New | Could only stay for eight acts. 
musical production, ‘Hold On To Your Hats.’ 


The cycle is | | York World's Fair 1940; just com- Over to Reuben’s, where Oscar Levant enters with young Alf Vander- 





complete | pleted her 19th week—5 more weeks | bilt, causing Henny Youngman to remark, ‘They see s0 much of each 
Z to follow. Closing October 27th. | other that they’re calling him Oscar Levanterbilt.’ 
a apo | Victor Red Seal Records | At Leon & Eddie's Sunday night, Broadway Sam in formal attire—wear- 
The Jolson saga is the show business version of the unending | ing an evening lumber jacket. Judging by Sam's clothes, he lives alone— 
Concert Management and looks it. 
world-wide struggle of the individual versus the forces of | Arthur Judson, Ine. At Toots Shor’s, heard that Jimmy Walker is now a big figure in the 
modern invention. He is the conspicuous personality who has | 113 West 57th Street | New York | 8arment industry—which makes him available for the new ‘Pins and 


Needles’, 

At Prosser’s Beachcomber, musicians’ union prexy Jack Rosenberg tells a 
joke. He starts with, ‘I know a musician who is so color-blind that every 
time he plays the ‘St. Louis Blues’ it comes out ‘Deep Purple’.” (Wow!— 
Mr. Rosenberg, that joke is like Bing Crosby’s children-——from Dixie!) 

This week’s motto: ‘You Can't Go Wrong With a Feist Song—Unless 
You Give It to Mills.’ 


coped successtully with the machinery age in the theatre. | 
Where it has crushed others, Jolson rode it to success, finan- 
cially and artistically. He is the symbol of the revolutionary 
movement. He is also the hero of the story; the actor who has 
survived the mechanical ordeal which destroys as it consumes 
talent. Jolson returns to Broadway the same zestful artist of a 
dozen years ago. 











COMING GOING 
VIA LAGUARDIA 
AIRPORT 





Hollywoodiana 

Phil Silvers wires from the Coast, ‘If this is God’s country, I'il take 
Susan.’ 

Walt Disney never has trouble with his film stars. When he doesn't 
like a performer he doesn’t tear up the contract—he tears up the actor. © 
Told Al Jolson that I just signed with Fox. Jolson said, ‘20th Century 

ort. at 

Spencer Tracy has stolen so many pictures that they ought to have his 
fingerprints in front of Grauman’s Chinese. 

Saw preview of ‘Brigham Young’. If Zanuck makes one more costume 
| picture, they’ll be calling it ‘19th Century-Fox’. 

I once made a picture that didn’t have a sneak preview—it had a sneak 
run, Jack Oakie was in it and I had some very funny lines—that is, if 
you can call, ‘Hello, Jack’ a funny line. If Oakie had stood still for one 
minute—could I have shown you a piece of acting? I was cut so much in 
the picture that I was using iodine for makeup. 

A Hollywood couple won’t get their divorce until their son passes his 
bar exams. They want to be his first case. 

Wilkie Mahoney in from Hollywood. Somebody said to Wilkie that 
‘Buddy DeSylva was lucky’. ‘Sure he’s lucky,’ replied Mahoney, 
genius’, 


—_—_-_-__—_- — 





Glancing backwards, the task of piecing together the story of 
what has happened in show business since films started to talk 
and sing, and since great industrial firms adopted radio, is not | 
difficult. But 12 years ago the future was a blank page. Thumb 
ing the files of VArtery one finds in the 23d anniversary issue, | 
Jan. 2, 1929, an editorial (by Sime) containing the following 
paragraphs: 

‘In 1905 Al Jolson was doing a three-act with his brother 
and another fellow on the Sullivan-Considine Circuit, doing 
three performances daily. Al is mentioned to bring out the 
revolution in show business to date. This year, 1928, Al 
Jolson has had two talking pictures which have placed him 
at the head of all show business as the greatest drawing 
card in grosses the theatre knows. These two are the only 





Up went Benay Venuta on Ameri- | 
can Airlines Mercury. Down came 
Paula Stone on the sTWAtoliner, 
back from Hollywood to begin radio 
| rehearsals, but anxious for a two- 
| day reunion with hubby Duke Daly, 
orch leader at the Hote] Biltmore, 
| Providence, before starting work. 

In on the same sTWAtoliner, Fred 
Allen and Portland Hoffa, welcomed 
by studio representatives carrying 
huge announcing that Fred 


ce 


‘a lucky 
signs 


yee 








talking pictures Al has appeared in... | was co-starred in ‘Love Thy Neigh- ia a Sette ns. _ : 
rm . Weal a. : . or wi ack Benny—i ‘ hasy Aces are very na ‘ é sir s sor, just *ke leir 
‘The Jolson trio on the S-C Circuit may have received sell pod peer clipe gee Pha a psn nappy nacin, their sponsor, just picked up thei 
> ing sked what s é s ” . 
$175; the Al Jolson in musical comedy was worth anything (Continued on page 40) , Know a radio comedian whose new-born baby was christened in the 
he demanded and probe ibly got an average of $5,000 weekly saa scents morning—and they repeated it for the West Coast in the evening. 
for himself, including percentage. In big-time vaudeville t le core Papago Rta ge sg Bes gee hd cape ose’ and ‘Johnny 
/ ‘ ne macs - offer of $2.5 ’ “eee M Me S t | Green in a Madison avenue office building. ohnny explains that the 
Al once turned down a sume offer of $2,900 weekly aesiro eyers € | “Jahn W, Civeen’ be foe bend tebe With Gadiee. 
And there’s the record of Jolson- from a small time To Run for 3d Term Heard a radio band the other night that didn’t play ‘I'll Never Smile 
three-act to next to closing in a minstrel show, and the | Again’, 
latter only 18 years ago in the lew Dockstader Minstrels, J ash. i_* Hig dorge rome —o Canens SE FOG, “Wy BINS OE Sees Be you 
I the late | - admittedly the biggest blackface S as jeut. OV, | want,’ but ‘Whose jokes do you want?” 
when 1e late .eW, a tediv : ISsses ‘ ‘ Observation Dept 
: » , . : ae ° } = | ‘ - ps 
monologist of his time, had to turn over the next-to-closing | "Seattle, Sept. 17. Monday night the Friars will be at Loew’s State to pay tribute to their 
spot in his own show to Jolson, Lew going on in the first | , ; r Abbot—yours truly—and to see how much of my own material I use. 
pee es a dv. t] The third term proved no ob-| Alan Cross, of Cross and Dunn, tells about an actor who said, ‘I’m going 
part And then to Al’s great height in musical comedy, the le to Vie Mevers. 1 ] : ’ ; : 
ae é 5 > ' : . stacle to c eyer: band leader | into my agent's office for a minute.’ His friend said, ‘Migawd, are they 
highest any entertainer can reach an id the threatened danger and lieutenant- governor of this state, | booking minutes now?’ 
to his vocal chords through his continuous sti igé Si inging although it proved disastrous for his Passed the Brill building—if all my songs in that building were laid end 
then to beat the world as a money draw in two pictures running mate, Gov, Clarence D, Mar- | to end it would take a lot of shelves. 
‘thin one vear and a half. the only professional work he tin. Meyers was renominated on the | At Adler and Kelly’s Tavern, Bert Gordon, of ‘Hold on to Your Hats,’ 
within one year and a fall, sige fle nan aay ger democratic ticket by an overwhelm- | picks up his own check—he was treating. 
has indulged in that time perhaps seven Weeks If all, ing vote, gathering twice as many | Ordered corn saute in a night club. Showgirl friend said to me, ‘Don't 
fieuring rehearsals, for the camera.’ ballots as all of his opponents com- | eat that—I wore it in the last show.’ , 
é : bined. In front of the Gaiety, panhandler says to Rags Ragland, ‘Can you spare 
: 11 e es butte that she Martin, gov the past eight years, | two bits, buddy?’ ‘Yeh,’ said Rags, ‘Floogel Street’ and ‘Crazy House’ 
There must be a moral in all this. It is pro fas my tha \© | went down to defeat with Ex-Senator Erle Strohl knows a girl who eats today as if there is no tomorrow. 
talent of a Jolson will not stay dormant and inactive, even “ nominated. Chuck Green wired Oscar Vitt permission for the Indians to win the 
Meyers is running a_ country | pennant 
s been through all phases of the mechanical show era. : : Sean 
when it has b U siti dancehall near Coulee Dam, and is Saw ‘Juniper Laughs,’ but according to the critics, the audience didn't 
going to make it a duderanch by | That wasn’t as bad as ‘Saluta,” a show I appeared in. We would have 
As with many others, so ith Jolson, there was the hiatus spring. closed two weeks earlier, but Chaz Chase ate the first notice. 
the several years when the machine, having taken its full por- peony There’s absolutely no truth in the report that Buddy Clark (without the 
7 i aie aah for fuel. That was L. A. t NY Yy. *e’) has a pinball machine in the back of his car so his relatives can help 
tion from the individual, turne¢ : < Oo him pay off the notes. 3 
the moment of the supreme test Jolson accepted the challenge. Annabella. Loew’s State won't install a rising orchestra pit, so they make Ruby F 
With his own coin backing, he produced a stage musical, Edward Arnold | Zwerling stand up slowly 
Robert Benchley | Playing the Adams theatre, Newark, Oct. 4. Got great supporting 
; ee + a4 David Blankenhorn | picture, That John Bunny is a wow. 
And now he is back on Broadway, the leaping oft spot ol 12 Francis Bateman. Whatever Became of 299 
years ago, with a new musical show hit and a re evivilied career. Lou Brock. Kenny, Nobody and Platt. 
‘ James Davidson. Slatko’s Midnight Rollickers. 
George Dembow. Pipifax and Pantelope. 
BASEBALL TRIO SET Gypsy Rose Lee Steps | uns Sres meiey and Dunes 
YP y Sidney Franklin. Swayne’s Cats and Rats. 
Bill Hawks. Afterpiece 
FOR TOUR OF VAUDE Into ‘Du Barry’ Lead Nat Hiken. Attention—Messrs. Walter Winchell, Dan Walker, Ed Sullivan, Louis 





Al Schacht, Buddy Hassett and 





Gypsy Rose Lee will step into ‘Du | 
46th Street, | 


| Barry Was a Lady,’ 


James Hilton. 
Ben Holzman. 
Jack Hudgens. 


Sobol, Leonard Lyons, George Ross, Damon Runyon and Mile, Dorothy 
Kilgallen: Send material; will credit to you if used. 








Dolly Stark, all major league base- | yy. dated to take over the femme| Arthur Kelly. . 

pall figures, have formed a vaude- | lead from Betty Allen Sept. 30. Lat- | ate _— SAILINGS Swing and Jackson 

r : t < | ter replaced Ethel Merman when | ack Lait, Sept. 14 (Los Angeles 7 ~ . 
— ye yt yer tote aged rs the latter withdrew to rehearse with| Jane Logan. lulu), Robert Carson yo ee Head Democracy Council 
soon as the diamon ' season 18 over. ‘Panama Hattie’. Miss Allen will | George McManus. Sept. 20 (New York to Rio de Formation of the Council for 
Schacht, vet comedian and former | also be in the ‘Hattie’ outfit and will | Jack Mulcahy. Janeiro) Mr. and Mrs. Charles s.| Democracy, with Raymond Gram 
player with Washington, will be | understudy Miss Merman as she did | ee deta Penson (Argentina). Swing, radio commentator, as chair- 
headliner. Hassett, Boston Bees | originally in ‘Du Barry’. : a wae man of the board of directors, and 


first baseman, will sing and Stark, 


Miss Lee played in 


ing the summer. Part in ‘Du Barry’ | 


‘Streets of | 
Paris at the N. Y. World’s Fair dur- | 


Tyrone Power. 
George Palmer Putnam. 


C. D. Jackson, vice-president of 
Time, Inc., as the active head, was 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Gene Buck. 


coe eager ieaamgaaggereaireseced F is the most important stage assign-| Tom Revere Walter Crai OOS See Seveeeey ?. 
i i .c. and straight. | ssign- | . alter Craig. Both were listed as leaders of the 
umpire, will be m 8 | ment for the former stripper. Louise Rousseau. Roy Disney. new national organization, which 


Stark, who’s also Dartmouth basket- 
ball coach, has had considerable ra- 
dio experience and Schacht has been 
in vaude before, as has Hassett. 
Murray Goodman, former sports 
editor of INS, ‘will manage the act 





ARRIVALS 


(At the Port of New York) 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Landry, 
Leopold Stokowski. 


Tom Rutherford. 
Murray Silverstone. 
Ed Small. 

Dolores Ward. 
Franklyn Warner. 
Dorothy Yost, 





Vera Gilman. 
James Hilton. 
Frank Lloyd. 
James Roosevelt. 
Carleton W. Alsop. 
Martha Scott. 


seeks to bring together all 
democracy groups. 

Jackson has been granted a leave 
of absence from his position as gen- 
eral manager of Life magazine in 
order to devote full time to new jab, 


pro- 
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Tax Ruling Vs. Berlin Sets Precedent 
On Revival of Old Tunes for Pix, Stage 





Washington, Sept. 17. 

Tunesmiths who accept retainers 
from stage and film producers to 
deliver music on specific assign- 
ments must exercise extreme care in 
negotiating contracts if they want to 
hold their income tax payments to 
a minimum. Under the U. S. Board 
of Tax Appeals decision last week 
in tiff between Irving Berlin and 
the Internal Revenue Bureau, it is 
extremely doubtful if songs created 
for particular pictures or shows can 
be treated as ‘capital assets,’ or the 
revenue from fabrication can be 
listed as a ‘capital gain’ against 
which ‘capital losses’ are deductible. 

In finding that Berlin's 1935 tax 
return was short $11,092, the um- 
pires established a principle that 
may have widespread application. 
Gist of the opinion by Clarence V. 
Opper is that, even though Berlin 
rewrote songs composed years 
earlier and sold RKO—for the As- 
taire-Rogers films ‘Follow the Fleet’ 
and ‘Top Hat’—tunes he had on hand 
and never before used, he still was 
legally an ‘employee’ and all his 
compensation was ‘income’ subject 
to full tax. The tunesmith had tried 
to cut his tax liability by splitting 


the remuneration and treating some | 


of it as a gain on a ‘capital asset,’ 
thus benefiting from a lower rate. 
Berlin’s Contention 
Argument advanced by Berlin 
was that the transaction with RKO 
involved the sale of capital assets 
(meaning the old, unpeddled tunes), 
while the Internal Revenue Bureau 
maintained the contract required 
him to render personal services. 
Judge Opper said that even assum- 
ing original work of composition is 
not rendition of personal services, 
‘the most that can be’ said of the 
contract is that it was a hybrid ar- 
rangement, dealing in part with cap- 
ital assets and in part with the per- 
formance of some personal services.’ 
The opinion added that the contract 
did not specifically call for Berlin 
to turn over material on hand, with 
Judge Opper remarking, ‘It seems 
questionable in the extreme whether 
the purely fortuitous contribution 
by petitioner (Berlin) of the result 
of labors performed by him in pre- 
(Continued on page 12) 





Heinie’s Grenadiers 
Mix Up Pro-U.S. Biurbs 
With German Melodies 


Milwaukee, Sept. 17. 

Heinie and His Grenadiers, WTMJ’s 
ace commercial, has in the hectic 
international situation come in for 
some criticism on account of its Ger- 
man band music, but apparently the 
program has full Government ap- 
Proval, for the spot announcements 
Sprinkled so plentifully through it 
include the Federally inspired 
Uncle Sam Needs Men,’ calling for 
machinists, tool makers, shipwrights, 
lens makers, inspectors, etc., under 
Civil service. 

Popularity of the program is un- 
questioned in this listening area, 
both with audiences and advertisers. 
It is on the air daily for the full 

(Continued on page 12) 


PIX EXTRA EARNINGS 
CUT NEARLY $1,000,000 


Hollywood, Sept. 17. 
Extra earnings this year will show 
cone of nearly $1,000,000 from the 
, 9 figure, according to an estimate 
red , veep representatives. There 
f $ been a slight increase in the last 
seed een but it is negligible com- 

0 ‘ 
monthe e slump of the first seven 
pindications point to even fewer 
“es the remainder of the year, due 
1 Posey measures invoked by the 
rong following the collapse of for- 
Taser Mob scenes are being 
bud €n out of scripts to hold down 

Sets, 
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DeMille May Do Film 
Story of ‘Lost Colony’ 


Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 17. 

The story of the ‘lost colony’ of 
Roanoke may soon be filmed. Cecil 
B. deMille, E. V. Richards, of the 
Paramount directorate and president 
of the Richards-Paramount theatre 
chain in the south, and William Pine, 
associate producer for deMille, re- 


cently inspected the ‘lost colony’ 
country and are believed planning a 
production. 

‘Lost Colony’ is a pageant pre- 
sented annually for the last several 
seasons at Manteo, N. C., dealing 
with the 118 persons ‘lost’ at Roanoke 
island in 1587. Among the colonists 
were Eleanore Dare, daughter of the 
then Gov. White, and his grand- 
daughter, Virginia Dare, the first 
white child born in America. The 
group had settled on the island but 
White, upon his return four years 
later, could find no trace of them. 

Their fate, after more than 350 
years, is still a mystery. 
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Gunther's ‘Inside 


§. A.’ Broadcasts 
And News Stories 


John Gunther, who will leave the 
United States at the end of this week 
to gather material for a new book, 


‘Inside South America,’ has been 
pacted by NBC to do six broadcasts 
during his four-month tour below 
the border. Fifteen-minute airings, 
similar to those which he did from 
| Europe last winter, will originate in 
Mexico, Peru, Chile, Argentina, Bra- 
zil and Cuba. 

Writer will 
| American countries, 
traveling by air. 








cover all 21 Latin 


He’ll start writing 


| publication set for early spring. Dur- 


ling the tour he will also do six ar- | 


ticles for Readers Digest, proceeds 
of which he is counting on to cover 
(Continued on page 16) 


BARRYMORE UNLIKELY 








Chances are that John Barrymore 
will not tour in ‘My Dear Children.’ 


he is living in his mansion, only pos- 
session he retains, on Tower Hill, 
Beverly Hills. His only known com- 
panion is the Japanese gardener. In 
show circles it was stated that if ‘the 
profile’ had parted from his mate 
while ‘Children’ was at the Belasco, 
iN. Y., the play would still be on 
|Broadway. Whe ‘Mrs.’ didn’t take 
with the audiences. 

| Barrymore does not want to return 
ito the stage. He advised Aldrich & 
| Myers, who produced ‘Children,’ that 
lhe preferred staying on the Coast, 
where he has a tentative studio deal 
with Universal. He is under con- 
tract with the legit managerial duo 
through the present season. Firm 








(Continued on page 45) 


doing all his | 


'on the book upon his return, with | 


TO RESUME IN PLAY 


Disconsolate over his latest and prob- | 
ably final split with his wife Elaine, | 
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CLOSE HOLLYWOOD 
GIHOP WITH GOV'T 


National Defense Film 





With ‘Escapist’ and ‘Enter- 
tainment’ Angles—<Accent 
on Pro-Americanism in 
Army and Navy Adventure 





15 ON TAP 





Springing to the bugle call of the 


partments for aid in enlisting pub- 
lic opinion on the side of conscrip- 
tion and national defense, Holly- 
wood’s film studios are making wide 
revisions in already-announced 1940- 
41 programs to include a flock of 
pictures to whip up enthusiasm for 
preparedness and the draft. Work 
on them is being rushed wherever 
possible. 


Themes on the Way — All | 


United States War and Navy de-| 


Producers, Dramatists Guild Meet 
This Week on H'wood-B way Tieup: 


Coin Problem Holding Back Season 


| gree 
‘Five of 1,200 Hayloft | Another move in the long drawn- 
out objective to woo Hollywood 
Players Tested by RKO | coin back to Broadway will be made 
Arthur Willi, RKO talent-digger, | Ms week. Committees represent- 
. a ae hi eats ing producing managers and the 
as returned from his annua! trek | pramatists Guild will get together to- 
around the barnyards with a bag of | morrow (Thursday) with the idea of 
five possibilities out of about 1,200 revising the amendment to the basic 
players viewed. That's a normal agreement referring to picture- 


Sella | backed productions. Last fall th 
average. Willi visited 80 strawhats film a gtr hotly eae % pe 
and his assistant, Marian Robertson, 


amendment, approved by the Guild 
about 15, from Kennebunkport, Me., 


and providing for picture financing 
to Cross Roads, Va. Approximately | f legit and giving the backer screen 
500 of the performers 0.0.ed were | Tights to the scripts in advance. So 
apprentices or otherwise new to legit | Coast coin remained aloof. Basic 
and had not been seen by scouts be- | Pact will expire next spring. 
fore this season. Negotiations which led to the 
Several of the prospects selected 


eré amendment were carried on for 
by Willi have been brought to New | months between the authors and pic- 
York and others are coming within 


ture representatives, and when the 
the next couple weeks. Few may | provisions were deemed unacceptable, 
be sent to the Coast while Willi will 











Few weeks ago studios were loath 





‘turning out could possibly be classed 


Sime 


Y 19, 1873 SEPT. 22, 


as propaganda. Now, with reps of 
the Government on the Coast in con- 
fab with producers, there’s no long- 
er any hiding of the purpose of cer- 
tain films, which is well evident from 
a title like 20th-Fox’s ‘Yankee 
Doodle Goes to Plattsburg.’ All of 
these pictures, however, will natural- 
ly have a generous coating of ‘es- 
capist’ story to preserve their pala- 
tability. 

So many additions to this new 
drum-beating type of film are being 
made and are under consideration 
that an accurate survey is impossi- 

(Continued on page 12) 


Death of Bill McGuire 
Recalls His Broadway 
Writing Idiosyncrasies 


William Anthony McGuire, who 
died on the Coast Monday (15), was 
a colorful figure along Broadway in 
the heyday of the late Flo Ziegfeld. 
Although he became a top scenarist 
!on the Coast, McGuire had a flock 
of musical comedy successes to his 
credit including ‘Kid Boots,’ 
‘Whoopee,’ ‘Three Musketeers,’ ‘Ros- 
| alie, ‘Ripples,’ and a number of 
Ziegfeld ‘Follies’. Among his straight | 
plays were ‘Six-Cylinder 
‘Twelve Miles Out’ and ‘If I Were 
| Rich,’ first named being the stand- | 
out. | 

McGuire was a notorious salesman 
among authors. He would contract | 
| for a show by telling a manager its | 
story. When it came time to deliver 
the script he would entirely forget 
what he had told the showman. It, 
was well known that McGuire 
| never wrote the second act until the 
| show went into rehearsal. That was 
| particularly true of shows produced 
(Continued on page 45) we 


HIGH PRICE OF GAGS; 
SUES FIELDS FOR 206 


Los Angeles, 

Harry Yadko, writer, filed suit 
;against W. C. Fields in superior 
court, asking $20,000 for material 
} and gags used in the film, ‘You Can't 
| Cheat An Honest Man,’ and on radio} 
| programs. | 
Plaintiff charges he supplied the| 























Sept. 17. 


permitted a lapse of the contract | comedian with the material in Sep-| Jeanette 


| tember, 1939, and has not been paid 


to admit that anything they were | legiters for further experience be- 


1933 


Love,’ | 


‘DIONNES, PIC NAMES ON |) rama" 3] 
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will make their air debut, and then||| New Acts...............00. 39 | 
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, the managers never did pass upon 
attempt to spot others in Broadway} the revised agreement, although 


they were principally concerned. It 
is the legit showmen who went 
» | into action this time, the film people 
| remaining quiescent. 

However, it was announced Tues- 
day (17) that a three-way commit- 
tee of managers, authors and picture 
people would confer Thursday (19). 

Hollywood end declared that after 
the amendment, which was known as 
the ‘Wharton-Wilk plan,’ had been 
agreed upon, the authors rewrote it 
without consulting the picture peo- 
ple. Authors never denied having 
| made the changes on their own but 
said the picture people really in- 
tended financing Broadway last sea- 
son anyway. Picture money- was 
known to have backed more than 10 
shows regardless. 

Warners continues to be active in 
legit production, owning the Bilt- 


Tibhett’s Thr 
‘Libbett's throat 
” 
Ailment Costly; 
y, more theatre, N. Y., which it oper- 
ates, George Abbott being a co-part- 
$50 00 ° F | ner in the property. Firm pre- 
sented the first new show of the 
3 In es season, ‘Jupiter Laughs,’ which 


opened at the Biltmore last week. 
(Continued on page 36) 


fore shipping them west. 

















Lawrence Tibbett, who took an ex- 


| 
tended vacation this summer for the 


ARIETY 


Trade Mark Registered 
FOUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN 


first time in many years, has been | | 
| 
Published Weekly by VARIETY, Ine. | 


forced to cancel his fall concert and 
opera dates because of a throat ail- 
ment. It is explained that the sing- 
er’s vocal chords are not affected, 
but that the trouble is with a muscle 
| of the larynx. He will take a four- 
| months vocal rest. | SUBSCRIPTION 

| According to Lawrence Evans, of | -Foreign...... 
|Evans & Salter, Tibbett’s managers, | 
cancellation of the 25 dates will in- | 
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| fees. Pointed out, however, that it 
|may also have various other effects, | INDEX 
as a number of the scheduled en-||/ pins ...................... 40 
| gagements involved other artists. In| | ‘hatte 45° 
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$21,887,916 U.S. Amusement 10%, 
Grab, Best Fiscal Year Since 36, 
Leaves Small Chance for Tax Cut 


Washington, Sept. 17. 

Wailing of film house operators, 
legit producers, sports entrepreneurs 
and other purveyors of amusement 
and recreation during the 1939-40 
season lacked foundation, and the 
business in all its branches actually 
enjoyed the biggest grosses in a long 
time. 

This is the unmistakable conclu- 
sion to be drawn from analysis of 
the latest U. S. Treasury admissions 
tax figures. Preliminary summary 
for the fiscal year which wound up 
June 30 shows the Federal Govern- 
ment’s grab from the 10% boxoffice 
tap was the fattest on record, while 
the increase over the prior annum 
was the second biggest in the last five 
years. 

Of course, the figures do not re- 
veal how the amusement biz fared 
from a profit standpoint. While 
Uncle Sam is deeply interested in 
that angle the figures available so far 
do not throw any light on what pro- 
portion of the gross could be re- 
garded as gravy or how the net in- 
come compared with earnings for 
previous seasons. The collection fig- 
ures, however, demonstrate beyond 
question that the actual volume of 
patronage was there, although higher 
admission scales undoubtedly had 
something to do with the bigger yield 
to the national exchequer. 

The Treasury’s recapitulation shows 
the levy of 10% on every ducat over 
4lc brought in $21,887,916 between 
July 1, 1939, and June 30, 1940. This 
is considerably above expectations, 
as President Roosevelt’s January 1940 
forecast was a take of $20,500,000 
and the original guess contained in 
his 1940 budget message handed Con- 
gress January 1939 was only $19,- 
200,000. 

Above Expectations 


So the upturn in business gener- 
ally swelled the Treasury’s receipts 
from admissions more than $1,600,- 
000 above initial estimates. Project- 
ing the figures, this means that the 
gross raked in by proprietors of 
amusements subject to the gate im- 
post must have turned out some 
$120,000,000 fatter than all the busi- 
ness experts and trend interpreters 
looked for. 

Probably more significance lies in 
the comparison between the 1939 and 
1940 increases with the other year- 
to-year changes. The rise recorded 
by the Treasury in 1940, $2,417,114, 
was second only to a gain of $2,628,- 
016 noted in fiscal year 1937. Fur- 
thermore, the 1940 grab represented 
a climb of almost $5,000,000 over a 
five-year period, since the 1936 fig- 
ure was $17,112,175. 

With the exception of 1939, the 
Government has taken progressively 
more money from amusement 
patrons in the New Deal era. Which 
explains why a stiffer levy on ad- 
mission was included in the emerg- 
ency schedule imposed to defray 
costs of the national defense pro- 
gram. As long as this condition 
exists, proprietors hardly can expect 
sympathetic listening to their bleats 
that the Federal tax cuts business. 

The official figures for the last five 
years are: 

1940, $21,887,916; 1939, $19,470,801; 

(Continued on page 18) 


Cohns’ New Col. Pacts 
Voted on Today (Wed.) 


Columbia Pictures stockholders are 
scheduled to act on new profit- 
sharing pacts for Harry Cohn and 
Jack Cohn today (Wednesday) at 
their annual meeting. Proposed deals 
to be voted on provide that Harry 
Cohn may have his old salary (prior 
to October, 1939) of $3,500 per week 
restored and Jack Cohn’s, his previ- 


ous peak of $2,500 weekly, on a} 
profit-sharing arrangement. This 
would be on the basis of 12% for 


Harry Cohn and 6% for the other 
Cohn, computed after preferred 
dividends have been paid. 

Also, as outlined to shareholders, 
the disbursement of such additional 
money as salary would be only when 
profits shall represent $1.18 per com- 
mon share following payment of pre- 
ferred divvy. Both Harry and Jack 
Cohn took voluntary pay cuts of 
3344% in October last year. Entire 
new salary payment would be de- 
pendent on substantial net profits by 
Columbia. 





Social Clearance 





Hollywood, Sept. 17. 


Social eclat in Hollywood has 
developed into a race among the 
film aristocracy to exhibit the 
newest pictures in their homes 
for the edification of their guests. 
Competition is so strong that 
feuds are breaking out all around 
the home circuit. 

Some of the boys are using 
inside influence to demand first 
runs with two weeks’ protection 
to foil their social riv '‘s. 


PIX, RADIO AND 
CONSCRIPTION 


Hollywood, Sept. 17. 


Fast checkup by studios, following 
President Roosevelt’s signaturing of 
the conscription bill, reveals that 
star and feature player lists will be 
little affected by the first call for 
draftees. No major studio stands to 
lose more than one or two mar- 
quee-tested names. 

Stock player lists will be hardest 
hit. These are made up mostly of 
youngsters who are going through 
their novitiate. 

Writers and directors are not ex- 
|pected to be in the first call. It is 
|believed that the Government is 
more interested in technical work- 
ers than creative artists and there 











may be regarded as essential in the 
entertainment field. Execs are fully 
aware, however, of possible criticism 
from other parts of the country if 
Hollywood is merely skimmed over 
for conscripts. 

Coast radio will be hard hit in all 
departments. Lists are now being 
compiled by all stations of potential 
|draftees in preparation for making 
| replacements. 


‘PRATCHETT’S 56,000 
AIR MILES IN 9 YRS. 











With 56,000 air-miles to his credit 
thus far this year, A. L. Pratchett, 
| Paramount’s managing director for 
|Central America and part of South 
| America, claims a record of having 
|flown nearly 500,000 miles in the 
| past eight years as foreign film ex- 
| ecutive. 


Pratchett arrived in New York 
|Monday (16) after having gone 
| 22,693 miles by airplane since leav- 
| ing Mexico City for the annual sales 
|convention in Los Angeles last 
| Spring. This prolonged aerial odys- 
sey took him from the Mexican cap- 
| ital to L. A., then to New York, 
|then to the Latin-American coun- 
| tries including Chile and Cuba and 
| then back to N. Y. 


| Besides Central America and Mex- 


tico, Pratchett’s territory takes in 
|many of the new U. S. naval base 
|islands, Venezuela, the three Gui- 
anas, Colombia and Ecuador. 





James on ‘Cowboy’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 17. 
Wiil James, author and painter of 
| western life, was signed by Metro to 
| work on the story of ‘The Saga of 
the American Cowboy.’ 
Studio is setting aside a big bud- 
get for the historical drama. 


is some talk that the picture industry | 


‘Plan’, Sperling’s Eighth 


Hollywood, Sept. 17. 
Milton Sperling was handed the 
production assignment on the re- 
|make of ‘European Plan’ at 20th- 
| Fox, first filmed several years ago. 





| Picture is the eighth on Sperling's | 


schedule. Kenneth MacGowan has 
112, largest number on the lot, 


CHI CENSOR NIX 
LIFTED ON UA’S 
PASTOR HALL’ 








Films’ ‘Lone Ranger, Lee Powell, 
And Wallace Circus Sued on Title 





| 


Coincidental 





Charles Chaplin's ‘The Great 
Dictator,’ in which the charac- 
ters have been so _ obviously 
modeled after Europe’s Axis 
buddies, will not bear the usual 
‘Characters in this film are 
purely fictional. Any similarity 
between them and persons living 
or dead is purely coincidental.’ 

Instead it will have a tongue- 
in-cheek note that any resem- 
blance between the two charac- 
ters Chaplin plays, the Dictator 
and the Jewish barber, is coin- 
cidental. 





Chicago, Sept. 17. 


(UA-Roosevelt) was lifted last week 
iby police commissioner James All- 
men who has final authority as to 
the exhibition of any picture. 

This reversal was made after a 
number of prominent civic persons 
‘and municipal organizations pro- 
'tested the ban. Police chief had the 
flicker re-screened for certain offi- 
cials in the department, and upon 
their okay of the picture, ordered 
the issuing of a clear permit. 

Censor board had originally ban- 
ned the picture because it tended 
to disparage certain nations. What 
caused the civic howl is that the 
censor board has continually re- 
fused to okay pictures with any 
anti-Nazi indications, but readily 
okayed the showing of ‘Blitzkrieg 
in Poland,’ the official German 
propaganda picture. 











| 
‘NAZI CONSUL IN HUB 


Censor board ban of ‘Pastor Ball’ | 








CINEMA COURSE 


STARTS AT USC 





Los Angeles, Sept. 17. 

Charles E. Buckley, head of Fox 
West Coast legal staff, will again 
head University of Southern Cali- 
fornia’s course in film exhibition and 
distribution during fall semester 
about to open. Other film industry 
names included on the faculty are 
William Keighley, who will instruct 
on cinema directing; Boris Morros, 
teaching music in pictures; William 
Cameron Menzies, instructing on art. 

Dr. Ernst Toch, composer and 
musical director, will teach music 
direction, a graduate course. Other 
members of the cinema department 





| REVIEWS ‘RAMPARTS’, 





| McCelland 
| Total of 28 courses are offered in the 





Portsmouth, N. H., Sept. 17. | 

Dr. Herbert Scholz, Nazi consul 
in Boston, appeared here with a 
retinue last week at opening of “The | 
| Ramparts We Watch’. Picture con- 
| tains footage from ‘Baptism of Fire,’ 
German propaganda film, which 
Nazi government maintains was pil- 
fered by March of Time, which made 
‘Ramparts’. 

Dr. Scholz and his assistants took 
copious notes on the film, but caused 
no disturbance. Consul is said to 
be one of the ‘Hitler before the 
beer hall’ men and No. 17 on the 
Nazi party list. 





Welcomes Beef 


Louis de Rochemont, MOT pro- 
ducer, declared in New York Mon- 
day (16) when informed of Scholz’s 
presence at the Portsmouth open- 
jing: ‘I’m glad they’re still interest- 
|ed.” UFA, German distributing out- 
'fit, threatened MOT and theatres 
| which play ‘Ramparts’ with lawsuits 
several weeks ago, but to date no 
action whatsoever has taken place. 
| MOT, which obtained the ‘Bap- 
| tism’ sequences from the British 
| government’s contraband control sta- 
| tion at Bermuda, was not at all ad- 
| verse to UFA’s suit. Its desire was 
| to have it filed before ‘Ramparts’ 
| opens at the Radio City Musie Hall, 
N. Y., tomorrow (Thursday), figur- 
ing it a good publicity break. 


Hughes Holds Off Pic 
Prod. to Aid Defense 


Hollywood, Sept. 17. 








delaying 
Hughes 


the reentry of Howard 
into the film preduction 
business. Start of the first of two 
Hughes pictures for 20th-Fox re- 
lease, originally slated for Oct. 
| has been pushed back to next Jan- 
uary. His verbal agreement with 
| Westwood does not call for any spec- 
| ific delivery date. 

| Hughes is said to hold airplane 
imotor and radio patents in which 
the War Department is interested. 














| Other News Pertaining to Pictures 
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Current demand for war planes is | 


15, | 


are Warren Scott, it head; Dr. Boris 
V. Morkovin, A. E. Freudeman, Jack 
and Lewis W. Physioc. 
USC which 


cinema department, 


| Started its school year (16). 





GOLDWYN DUE INN. Y. 
ON LEGAL HUDDLES 


Samuel Goldwyn will arrive in 
New York on Sunday (22), follow- 
ing preem of ‘The Westerner’ in 
Texas Thursday and Friday. Pur- 
pose of his visit to Manhattan is to 
select an attorney to succeed Max D. 
Steuer, who died recently. 

Steuer was representing the pro- 
ducer in his battle to break away 
from United Artists. Action is now 
awaiting trial. Mentioned as a pos- 
sible choice by Goldwyn as suc- 
cessor to Steuer is George Z. Med- 
alie, former U. S. District Attorney. 

Length of Goldwyn’s stay in the 
east is indefinite. 


Judith Alen Terping, 
Set for Cafe Tour 


San Francisco, Sept. 17. 

A voodoo dance being introduced 
|at ‘Riny’s Embassy club here by Car- 
ilyle and Hollywood’s Judith Allen 
will be used by Frank Tuttle in film 
production to be released by United 
Artists. Pair will check in at Holly- 
wood in about two weeks. Follow- 
ing film chore, terp specialty will 
head east on a tour. 

| Carlyle and the actress went tothe 
same school together, but the dance 
affiliation came about by accident. 














She overheard the dancer outlining | 


his plans for a voodoo dance at a 
party, and when Miss Allen heard 
him mention he wanted to try using 
|an actress as his foil, she asked for a 
|crack at the role and got it. 
|opened three-week sesh here after 
| six weeks of rehearsal. Carlyle dons 
| gold paint for tropical twister, per- 
forming once nighily only. 


‘Seattle Has a Blackout, 





Blitz of Another Sort 


Seattle, Sept. 17. 

Blackouts last Thursday night put 
|theatres out of commission for al- 
|most an hour in Olympia, Tacoma 
and some other towns, * 

But it wasn’t a blitzkreig. Real 
blitz, with thunder thrown in, did 
the damage to an electric light plant 
at Lake Cushman, where power and 
ligtht flows to the cities affected. 

Most of the patrons filed out into 
the street, looking at the strange 
spectacle of their town in dense 











blackness, and then, when the lights 
went on again, stepped into the show 


| shops and saw the rest of the pix. 


“— 


Pair | 





Spartanburg, S. C., Sept. 17. 

Lee Powell, ‘The Lone Ranger’ in 
a picture serial and allegedly thus 
billed in Wallace: Bros. circus, jour. 
neyed from Spartanburg to Green. 
ville, S. C., a few days ago—along 
with the circus—and ran into a $250,. 
000 lawsuit. Circuit Judge G. B, 
Greene, of Anderson, S. C., presiding 
in Greenville common pleas court, 
signed an order providing that ¢. 
C. Cox, doing business as Wallace 
Bros. Circus & Powell shows, show 
cause at 10 a.m. Sept. 19, why he 
should not be enjoined from making 
‘improper’ use of the name, ‘The 
Lone Ranger.’ 


Plaintiff in the action, Lone 
Ranger, Inc., Detroit, Mich., was rep- 
resented by the legal firm of Price 
& Poag, Greenville; W. A. Bull, 
Greenville, and Raymond Meurer, 
Detroit. Papers were served by a 
deputy sheriff on Cox and Powell— 
probably the first time the ‘Lone 
Ranger’ actudlly was ever really 
served by a genuine sheriff!—at the 
circus showgrounds. 

Cox, at that time doing business 
as Barnett Bros. circus, and Powell, 
were permanently enjoined June 14, 
1939, in the middle Pennsylvania 
federal court as follows: (1) From 
using line or lines ‘Hi Yo Silver’ or 
‘Hi Yo Silver, Away’ in any printed 
advertisements or radio broadcasts 
connected with the appearance of 
Powell; (2) from using name and 
title ‘The Lone Ranger’ in any man- 
ner or form except in connection 
with the former employment of Pow- 
ell by Republic Productions, Inc., as 
the individual who portrayed the 
character, Allen King, in the pic, 
‘The Lone Ranger,’ and who ap- 
peared unmasked as ‘The Lone 
Ranger’ in the 15th chapter of serial; 
(3) from announcing, advertising or 
representing that Powell ever played 
‘The Lone Ranger’ on the plaintiff's 
radio programs, and (4) from making 
any representation which might lead 
the public to believe that Powell is 
or ever has been identified with the 
broadcast. 

Pennsylvania decree, however, 
provided that Powell should not be 
barred from publishing that he is 
individual who played part of Alien 
King and was unmasked as ‘Lone 
Ranger’ in motion picture serial. 

Judge Greene’s order restrained 
Cox and Powell from committing 
any of the acts barred by Pennsyl- 
vania decree. 

Complaint against two defendants 
stated upwards of $1,000,000 had been 
ispent in exploiting ‘The Lone 
Ranger’ and plaintiff has issued li- 
censes to many manufacturers of 
goods to be sold under name and 
style of ‘The Lone Ranger,’ thereby 
asks $250,000 damages. 

‘Lone Ranger’ radio programs ¢ur- 
rently plug Merita bread and cake 
products. 


‘PAR AND DON AMECHE 
SETTLE; CAST IN ‘KISS’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 17. 

Paramount has dropped its Fed- 
eral Court action against Don 
Ameche and the actor goes into the 
studio’s production of ‘Kiss the Boys 
| Goodbye,’ with Mary Martin. 
Suit resulted from Ameche’s re- 
| fusal to appear in Paramount's ‘Night 
of January 16th.’ Studio contended 
oe walkout caused a loss of $170,000. 

















Studio Clamping Down 
On Leg ‘Art’ Mags 


Hollywood, Sept. 17. 

Studios are currently trying to de- 
vise effective ways of clamping 
;down on magazines thriving on 
semi-nude art. More than half-a- 
dozen of these ‘art’ pubs, some spon- 
sored by dignified publications, have 
been preying on the studios for leg 
art, with annoying consequences. 
Publicity heads are uniting to bar 
reps who solicit art for one mag and 
touch it up for cheaper pulps. 

Also under fire are captions made 
suggestive, in cases where the pic- 
tures are too mild to suit the edi- 
tors. Sprinkling of film names 
among undraped burly and nitery 
gals is held objectionable on the 
score that it indicates studio ¢0- 
operation in such layouts. 
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~ MAJORS GET ‘BREAK’ 


In the big act entitled ‘U. S. Government vs. the Ameri- 
can Film Industry,’ which is swiftly drawing toa close, the star 
roles have been layed by the high priced downtown law firms 
that were hired by the film companies to defend the anti-trust 
action. After two and a quarter years of legal fencing, shadow- 
boxing and demuring, settlement negotiations have been 
prought around to the point where a consent decree is about to 
be sigued by both sides, and approved by the court, the prin- 
cipal feature of which is an agreement by the Government not 
to start any theatre divorcement proceedings against the film 
companies for at least three years. 


When the suit was originally filed in June, 1938, the Govern- 
ment attorneys declared, and the bill so stated, that divorce- 
ment of theatres from producing-distributing functions of the 
companies was the sole solution of the monopolistic snari of the 
film business. 


With divorcement sidetracked, the second most important 
relief demanded by the Government was the abolishment of 
blockbooking and blind-selling—a trade practice through which, 
it was alleged, thousands of theatre operators were deprived of 
their free choice of film subjects. Under the terms of the con- 
sent decree the companies are ordered to cease and desist from 
blind (whole year) selling, and are ordered to limit sales to 
‘roups of five pictures, or less, after the films have been ex- 
hibited at trade showings. 


Considering that exhibitor efforts over a number of years 
have been directed towards the establishment of some uniform 
system of cancellation, a principle which most distributors were 
quite willing to accept, the substitution of the five-picture group 
plan, as opposed to selling in larger blocks with cancellation 
privileges, may be terfhed another victory by the film companies 
under the settlement. 


Third and most elaborate of the consent decree provisions 
is the plan to establish a national system of! arbitration of es 
disputes arising between film exchanges and theatres an or 
tween competing theatres. Under this section it 1s propose 
that the highly technical and constantly annoying arguments 
over film clearances between theatres may be amicably and ex- 
pertly adjusted, taking into account the factors of film rentals, 
admission prices and exhibition standards. 


Previous arbitration in the film industry was declared illegal 
in the Federal court on the ground that arbitration was forced. 
It has not been made clear by Government attorneys ae 
the present settlement by what process the former legal peor 1- 
tion is to be avoided. In other words, if an independent thea Te 
does not wish to be drawn into an arbitration over vendor 
will the framers of the new decree find some legal avenue pcs 
which the dissenting exhibitor may be led to arbitration? © 4) 
this issue, rather than the more widely discussed Sy ighrereg 
five-picture selling scheme, the legality of the decree 1s likely 
be tested in the courts. 

There is wide difference of opinion among film men as 06 he 
srobable effect of the consent decree when its hn ae 
yecome operative with the 1941-42 selling Season. | | en 
however, that smoothly running industry — - pyc 
major readjustments. Picture selling 1m small Eat yo Pears 
trasted to the present seasonal negotiations, W! si r steady 
operators hustling throughout the year to hoqpers ‘ % srevailing 
flow of product for their houses. Disturbance ol ep I pe 
clearances in New York, Chicago, Philadelphia, nepal %. vito 
and other key cities will throw distribute 
into a turmoil for indefinite periods. 

° . ° scree AV "OV 

However unsettling the application of tl ; de aa en 
to be, its purpose will have been ser li iMacs encouraged 
dition within the industry by which producers coins money 
to make better pictures (because Ses i 0 exhibition is 
under the new selling scheme) and if indepen , wd 7 opened). 
encouraged (because the market ior buying picturss 


. , lrece 
There is no guarantee that eithet of these 
accomplished. z 


Foreign Situation On 
Hays Meeting Agenda 





things W ill be 


—— 


Rep. Grabs Off ‘Sierra 





Hollywood, Sept. 17. 








w-exhibitor relations 


Sue’ for Song-Title Pic 


Herbert Yates okayed the pur- | ton, by paying him 
; , chase of ‘Sierra Sue,’ to be developed jturn for which assets of Fox Thea-' 
Third quarterly meeting “e = ‘into a Republic feature in competi- 


DETROIT SEES IT 
RENEFITS LATER 


Brooklyn (Navy Yard and 
Sperry Plant) Feels Up- 
beat All Summer — Muni- 
tions Money Will Aid 
Amusements Generally 








RISE NOTED 





Detroit 
Full force of Sept. ii. 


penditures won't be felt in a spend- 
ing spree for another six months 
That’s the view here where some of 
_ Ny Pe war Order 
o the $1,000,000,000 mark, hav 
pouring in. But the ssouuaien a oan 
heavy sugar has loosened up the 
flow of money. 

‘It will be six months to a year 
before we get any substantial bene- 
fit from armament contracts, but then 
a definite boom is due in Detroit,’ 
Earl Hudson, head of United Detroit 
theatres declared. Othe; downtown 
merchants were of the same view 
pointing out that the big money 
won't reach the average workers 
until the factories are tooled for 
major production. ‘Tao} and die- 
makers are catching plenty of work 
already in all parts of the country 
but until they clear the way the 


money won't reach the bulk of the 
workers. 


However, m anagers of 





|a rise in business. 
| that while the new national pump- 
priming may not have placed the 
added money in the workers’ hands 
it has engendered a spirit of op- 
timism and made them less 
luctant to part with their present 
earnings. Seeing plenty of work 
ahead, the average guy 
on a small scale right now, reflected 
in the steady increase of attendance 
in the neighborhoods. 


Brooklyn’s Upbeat 

Business at Brooklyn film theatres 
has been on the upbeat during the 
last two or three months, attributed 
to the U. S. preparedness 
Several houses reported the best 
business in the past summer they’ve 
had in several years, with Fox 
Brooklyn, credited with topping any 
previous hot weather period in the 
last six years. 

Presence of mavy yard in Brook- 
lyn, where several giant contracts 
are keeping men busy, and the new 
business by the Sperry plant are 
largely credited with the new wave 
of prosperity. Sperry factory makes 
trick gadgets for use on naval ves- 
sels and airplanes. Because of ad- 
| ditional military jobs and the long 
| time needed on present ones, busi- 
ness pickup is expected to continue 
for a year or more 


Skouras (Judge Manton) 
Trial to Be Set Next Mon. 
(23); Schenck Later 


Date of trial for George P. Skou- 
| ras, the Skouras Theatres Corp., and 
| Harvey B. Nevins will be set on 
Monday (23) in N. yY. federal court 
Judge Alfred C. Coxe on Monday 
| (16) decided. In the interim, the 
{Government will determine when 
|the case can be placed on the cal- 
| endar. 

The defendants 


Their views are 

















are charged by 


| he U. S. with having conspired to 
' bribe former Judge Martin T. Man- 
30,000, in re- 


} < a . ° 
;tres Corp. were turned over to 


tion Picture Producers & Distribu- |tion with Universal's current song-| Skouras after closed bidding had 


tors Assn. is scheduled for today | title cycle. 


(Wednesday), having been  post- 


eign situation promises to form the 
Principal topic for discussion. ining 
Will Hays, head of MPPDA, ar- | 


tived in N. Y. from the Coast last 
Saturday (14). 


today (Tues.) with 


‘—In Old Cheyenne,’ Sept. 39. 


|been held. The Government will 


Before leaving for New York the) probably ask for a late October or 

| Republic chairman set starting dates November trial. 
Poned from last Wednesday. For-| 4, four pictures slated to roll be-| 
fore the end of September, begin-|the Joseph M. Schenck tax case will | 
‘The| come up before the Skouras trial. 
Mysterious Dr. Satan.’ Following are | The death of Schenck’s counsel, Max 
‘The Gangs of Kansas City,’ Sept.| D. Steuer, has balled up the sched- 
20; ‘Two-Gun Sheriff,’ Sept. 28, and| ule for the U. S., 


which may now 
| have to grant Schenck a eo siderable 


the armament ex-| 


S coming close | 


Detroit’s | 
neighborhood houses have detected | 


Tre @ | 


is spending 


campaign. 


It is still undecided as to whether | 


WAR SPENDING AND THE B.0. 


i al 
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D.C. Sees Justice Dept. Stringent 
With Pix, Even If Consent Is Okayed 


» @ 








Washington, Sept. 17. 
Even if the eonsent decree goes 
through, the Justice Department does 
not intend to turn the film industry 
loose to operate as it sees fit within 
the limitations imposed by the pact 
still under negotiation. 


This word was given by an au- 
thoritative source as Attorney Gen- 
eral Jackson said no recommenda- 
tions have been submitted to him by 
Assistant Attorney General Arnold 
so far. The D. of J. head said he has 
a copy of the document and assumes 
his trust-busting aide feels there is a 
good chance of reaching an under- 
standing, but made it clear he has 
not decided. yet whether the pro- 
posals will be satisfactory. 


The willingness to shelve demands 
for divorcement of exhibition should 
not be interpreted, a prominent of- 
ficial emphasized, as evidence of any 
surrender. The Department has not 
abandoned its feeling that integration 
of the cinema industry is contrary to 
public interest, so that the request 
for an injunction compelling sepa- 
ration may be dusted off if the pact 
does not go through or the contem- 
plated new distribution system does 
not cure the evils which prompted 
the New York suit. 


In other words, recalcitrance on 
the part of the majors will be 
countered by renewed effort to sever 
the ties between Hollywood and 
Main street. That may happen in the 
near future or be held in abeyance 
during the trial of the five-package 
rental idea. Feeling that integration 
is bad and confliéts with the anti- 
trust laws has not diminished, as is 
evident from the continuing desire of 
the Justice Department to force the 
oil industry to break up. The oil suit 
has not been filed because the De- 
fense Advisory Commission fears it 
might disrupt the program of pre- 
paring for war, but if the trust- 
busters finally fail to ask the courts 
to separate refining from marketing 
it will be only because existing cir- 
cumstances make it unwise to go for- 
ward, 


Oxygen for Par Actors 


Hollywood, Sept. 17. 

Paramount is setting a new high in 
| film drama with its ‘Shepherd of the 
Hills’ troupe, working 9,000 feet 
above sea level and requiring oxy- 
gen for the gasping thesps. 

Company is working at Moonridge 
in the San Bernardino mountains, 
with a doctor and two assistants 
pumping gas into the actors when- 

ever necessary. 
| 


63%, INCANADA 
‘DOUBLE-BILLING 


Monteral, Sept. 17. 

Figures on theatre attendance and 
statistics on operation of 1,186 pic- 
ture houses last year, released by 
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, 
reveal that double-billing is on up- 
grade and growing in popularity in 
majority of Canadian centers. 

Of 676,773 programs presented last 
year 63% were double-feature bills 
and 37% solos. Figures also indicate 
that double features are on decline in 
the West and on upgrade in eastern 
part of the Dominion. 

















| Bluenoser Challenges 
| HLM. Warner to Debate 
On Sunday Pix in Pa. 


Philadelphia, Sept. 17. 
Taking a page out of the book of 
| Wendell L. Willkie, the Rev. William ! 
B. Forney, general secretary of the 
| Lords Day Alliance, last Friday (13) 
| sent a letter to Harry M. Warner, 
challenging the WB prexy to a public | 
debate on the question of Sunday | 
| films. 


Draft of Decree Soon 
Dr. Forney, chief exponent of the| pyraft of the consent decree order 
Blue Laws, defied Warner to meet | 


, : which is being prepared for presen- 
| him anywhere in the State of Penn- | tation to Judge Henry W. Goddard 
sylvania to speak in defense of the ig expected to be completed on Fri- 
| Sabbath pix referendum to be voted day (20) and the film anti-trust law- 
| on in several communities this No- suit will be officially declared off the 
|vember. The reformer suggested | +,i3) docket when Federal court re- 
| Harrisburg as an ‘ideal site’ since | sumes on Oct. 7. Copies of the docu- 
the Capital, now shut tight on Sun-| nent will be distributed among the 
day, is ballotting on the question the film companies for study and ap- 
ere election. i proval some time next week. 
oe has always been we eyes Supplementary to the decree, Gov- 
:~ agg hal opponents the right to O'S | ernment and film company counsel 
jcuss their side of the question, are completing the rules, regulations 
| Forney wrote, ‘Since the motion pic- | 514 procedure which will govern the 
| ture interests, which you represent, system of national arbitration of in- 
are trying to force Sunday films in | > 


] 
communities that voted five years | 


| 
| 























i dustry disputes under the adminis- 
| aan to ben th © ak wen to come | tration and management of the 
her , at a — : - ba ‘ans | American Arbitration Society. Mem- 
sok &  t me people why ‘€y | bers of the arbitration committee are 
Sno av > . . ; ~ 
| ‘De »-eatelinggecs that if Warner Frederick Pride, Stanley Thompson, 
r, Forney saic rat arne! pgpeens é 
| does not accept his challenge to de- ~ 1? py Msentiy Big Joseph H. 
| . , azen, O € > ° 
| ] ampaign ‘regardless ay 
a een “ aor daw Although exhibitor groups are 
et 7 g rise ted aes nm" | eontinuing their protests against the 
: ‘ rove nm ‘ m 
‘Tn rub phages: ‘I'd like to meet five picture group-selling plan out- 
c l, oe , ain itl 


all the Warner brothers at once.’ | lined in the decree, there will be no 


Forney last week dropped his plan | change in that provision. 


to buck S»bbath films at a weit pi 
2ndum in Philly this November be- e . 
cause ‘in view of t nd Cal, Rains Coming Early, 
| Studios Speed Up Prod. 


cause ‘in view of the political and 

world situation the time was 

propitious’ here. 

Lloyd Bacon Loaned Hollywood, Sept. 17. 

| Globe by Warners Praiignc of yeep sega in vag 
) ausi ur mong pice 

Hollywood, Sept. 17. | aes ce © Aon &P 


| Globe Production borrowed Lloyd | ture producers, who are hastening 
Bacon from Warners to direct ‘Mar- the filming of outdoor footage to 
tin Eden,’ slated to roll Dec. 2. beat an early wet season. Old Man 

James Roosevelt outfit is dicker- Winter, according to climate handi- 
ing for the loan of Geraldine Fitz- | cappers, will arrive ahead of sched- 
gerald to share top spots with Fran- | ule this-year, accompanied by clouds 
chot Tone, | and rain. Low temperatures in 
| June, July and August, they explain, 
‘are always followed by untimely 
chill and dampness. 

Studios are revising their produc- 
schedules to avoid delays due 
leaden 


| 





refer- 





| 








delay. It is still hoped to be able 
to try both cases by the end of the 
year. The Schenck matter had been 
et for Oct. 3. to 


tion 


kies. 
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Thief, Chaplin and 


‘Fantasia | 


Waiting for B way 2-a-Day Houses 


4 





Decision of Alexander Korda to 
roadshow ‘Thief of Bagdad’ in New 
York makes even more pressing the 
shortage of potential two-a-day 
houses. United Artists, which dis- 
tributes the Korda product, has made 
no arrangement yet for a theatre and 
is, in fact, still fishing for the best 
possible deal on a house for Charles 
Chaplin’s ‘The Great Dictator.’ Walt 
Disney is also on the market for a 
roadshow theatre for his ‘Fantasia.’ 

Korda pic was—and still is, offi- 
cially—booked into the Music Hall, 
which, because of other commit- 
ments, couldn’t open it before 
Thanksgiving. It was because of a 
desire to avoid the delay that the 
roadshow decision was made. Pic 
has been ready for release for sev- 
eral weeks and the anxiety to preem 
it in New York was holding up other 
bookings. Opening on Broadway, 
according to the Korda office, will be 
held before the end of September. 

Music Hall, up to yesterday (Tues- 
day), declared it had no official no- 
tice that ‘Bagdad’ would not play 
there. Execs stated that, despite 
UA publicity concerning the road- 
showing, its permission would have 
to be obtained for any N. Y. release 
other than the Hall. M. H. wil not 
play the pic, of course, after it has 
been roadshown. 

Korda’s plan to roadshow the film 
was made known at a confab of UA 
division salesmanagers in New York 
Saturday (14). 

Following the meeting it was de- 
cided to send Monroe Greenthal, 
UA exploitation head, to the Coast 
for confabs with Korda on plugging 
the new ‘Bagdad’ policy. Greenthal 
left on Saturday, flew from Holly- 
wood to Chicago yesterday (Tues- 
day) for the opening of ‘Foreign 
Correspondent’ and will return to 
New York tomorrow (Thursday) for 
‘Pastor Hall’ preem at the Globe. 

Center Eliminated 


Shortage of roadshow houses is 
heightened this season by turning 
over of the Center to an-ice show. 
That leaves only the Hollywood and 
Astor in the reserved seat class. 
Astor, which has 
‘Gone With the Wind’ since last De- 
cember, appears set to continue in- 
asmuch as the giant spectacular sign 
covering its front was just repainted 
last week. Negotiations, however, 
are going on with Loew’s, ops of the 
Astor, by both Disney and UA. 

Disney may take a legit house, as 


been playing | 


| Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Sept. 17. 
Marjorie Main drew a _ player 
ticket at Metro. | 
RKO picked up Renee Hall's op- | 
tion. 
Metro renewed Walter Reisch’s 
writer pact. 

Warners hoisted Suzanne Carna- 
han’s option. 
Metro handed Charles Lawton a 
new cameraman ticket. 

James Craig inked a player deal 
at RKO. 

Warners picked up its option on 
Robert Haas as art director. 
Robert Sterling’s player 
was hoisted by 20th-Fox. 
20th-Fox exercised its option on 
Gene Tierney’s services. 


LOEW'S TO SOLO 
BOOM TOWN 
INN.Y. 


Decison to single-feature ‘Boom 
Town’ in all of its houses in the New 
York territory was reached by | 
Loew’s over the weekend, It had | 
been previously decided to advance | 
admissions and extend runs on the) 
film, which boasts four top star 
names. Last pic they tried the policy 
on was “The Great Ziegfeld.’ After 
several engagements it was found | 
necessary to revert to duals. 

Metro is powerless, by virtue of | 
the decision in the Perlman case in 
Philadelphia, to demand that indies 
also single-feature the picture. It is 
hoping, however, that they will fol- | 
low the lead set by Loew’s. 

Runs on ‘Boom Town’ in most | 
cases will be extended only two days. 
Virtually all of the chain’s houses | 
operate on a policy of running one} 





} 








option 

















bill five days and the next one two'! 
days. ‘Boom Town’ will play a full | 
week. Extensions beyond that throw 
the whole release schedule out of 
kilter and tie up subsequent runs, it 
is said, 





The Changing Higginses 
Hollywood, Sept. 17. 
Revamping of the cast of the Hig- 
gins Family series at Republic was 
completed with the signing of Polly 
Moran to replace Maude Eburne in 
the role of Widow Jones, Next of 
the set is ‘Meet the Missus,’ starting 
this week, with Mal St. Clair direct- 
ing and Robert North producing. 
In the new lineup Roscoe Karns is 
substituting for James Gleason, Ruth 
Donnelly for Lucille Gleason, George 
Ernest for Russell Gleason and Spen- 
cer Charters for Harry Davenport. 








R. E GRIFFITHS 


TAKEOVER OF 
OK CIRCUIT 


Fort Stockton, Texas, Sept. 17. 
The Grand here, as well as houses 





in 15 other towns operated by the, 


Oskar Korn circuit in West Texas, 
has been absorbed by the R. E. Grif- 
fith group. Understood the Griffith 
group has the option to purchase 
outright, if so desired. Only theatre 
not effected by the deal is the new 
Lisbon at Dallas which may also be 
included later on. 

Other towns in which the Gfiffith 
interests gained houses of the OK 
group were Alpine, Bracketville, 
Canadian, Crane, Grand _ Falls, 
McCamey, two at Marfe, two at 
Monahans, two at Pecos, two at 
Quanah, three at Sterling and a 
house at Pyote which is closed at the 
present time. 


WB’s $30,000 for Biog: 
Col. Lapses on Cronin 
Yarn; Other Story Buys 





Hartzell Spence, promotion man- 
ager of United Press, is author of 
the biog of his father purchased by 
Warner Bros. last week. Tagged 
‘One Foot in Heaven—the Life of a 


| Practical Parson,’ it will be published 


in book form next month. War- 
ners paid $30,000 for screen rights. 

Metro and 20th-Fox were in on 
| the bidding for the book, which was 
, bought from galley proofs. Casey 
| Robinson has been assigned to pre- 


i 
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Best Dressed Woman of the Week 


ROSALIND RUSSELL 
(Strand and Roxy) 





Rosalind vs. Kit 


At the Strand, Rosalind Russell in ‘No Time for Comedy’ out-Corne}] 
Katharine. Being one of the greatest actresses, Miss Cornell must caine 
by the magic of the screen. Too bad she doesn't like pictures, but luck 
for Miss Russell, who gives a magnificent performance. ’ 

Miss Russell's clothes were all lovely excepting one tailored suit worn 
with a hat fit for a two-year-old kid. Almost all the clothes were of the 
prevailing mode, long skirts and long sleeves, high neck. The park episode 
showed Miss Russell in a stunning coat-like affair beaded in wide spac. 
ings. A white feathery dress was the only theatrical-looking gown, Jewel) 
too, lovely. ” 

Whoever made up Genevieve Tobin’s eyes must have had a grudge. Her 
part seemed purely incidental. But clothes, nice though fussy. One tull 
skirt of meline had heavy silk top. A black evening gown fluttering with 
nee gon — worn under an ermine wrap. An organza has the 

-fashion i i 
ag ed eyelet. Louise Beavers was the perfect maid in grey 
‘ The stage show had Larry Clinton with but one female. Miss Su 
inevitably English, wearing a black crepe with short white bolero. 

Going to the Strand is like going to a triple-feature show. Much too 
much show. And the ushers on the mez floor over-efficient. 


e Bryon, 


Rosalind Russell vs. R.R. 


It’s just a gutter jump from the Strand to the Roxy. At both th 
Rosalind Russell is holding forth as star of two Ph at pea he 
No Time for Comedy,’ Miss Russell is a serious legitimate actress while 
at the Roxy she is a jittery secretary to that actor of actors, Brian Aherne. 
The picture, ‘Hired Wife,’ is the goofiest of those comedies so persistent 
the past year. This may be goofy, but it is the funniest, Miss Russell has 
such a sense of comedy it must be a pleasure directing her. The office and 
apartment of Mr. Aherne are the last word in Hollywood imagination, 

Clothes set easily with Miss Russell. Her office clothes are the tailored 
type, well styled and becoming. A gown of lame was covered by a unique 
taffeta evening coat, three-quarter length, and cut in two deep points. 

Virginia Bruce, the other woman, showed a rather fussy wardrobe mostly 
an Epa some prints and plenty sequins. Hair worn in sophistocated 
ashion, 


The fashion prevailing for hair comb, pompadour is not becoming to 
LaRussell. 

The Gae Foster Girls in a rhumba number wore long black pants, 
chartreuse, feathered blouse and sombrero hats of black, coral and 
chartreuse, Shirley Ross, leading the stage show, was lovely in a long 
white lace gown, square cut neck and short sleeves. : 








The Capitol marquee carrying such names as Tracy, Gable, Colbert and 
Face’ La Marr is quite enough. What matter the picture, but the picture 
does matter it is so full of excitement. 

: Colbert goes from rags to riches—and even the rags were wel! cut; but, 
in the money, Miss Colbert does wear some lovely clothes. Furs and 
accessories play an important part. That's strictly up-to-date and becom- 
—e. This young woman has the happy faculty of stepping from a band- 

OX. 

Miss La Marr’s clothes run to the exotic. Black slacks worn with white 
coat. The off-the-face hats are a pushover for this young woman. All you 
can say about Miss LaMarr is, she is fortunate having this face. Minna 
a in as the owner of a honkytonk night club was nice in the usual jet 

ash, 


| ‘Face’ La Marr 
| 
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| pare the scenario and WB declared | 
‘it will seek an actual Methodist min- | ; 
ister to play the title role. Spence,| , Luncheon at the Waldorf 

in addition to being promotion head | Luncheon at the Waldorf,’ sponsored by Camel cigarets is a darn good 
of UP, is in charge of the division, PTO8tam. Right up any woman's alley. But there is plenty room for im- 


his pic requires installation of spe- 
cial projection equipment anyway. 
UA has been offered a score of deals 
for ‘Dictator,’ including that of the 
Brandt Bros. for simultaneous 24- 


Boxoffice Starts To 
Feei Effect of Politico 





hour grind at $1.10 top in the Cen- 
tral, Globe and Rialto. This appears 
cold at the moment, although a de- 
cision must be made quickiy, as the 


Speeches on the Radio 








film is ready for release. 

Rivoli has been reported anxious 
to get ‘Dictator,’ but has a pact with 
Walter Wanger by which his ‘Long 
Voyage Home’ must go in after his 
current ‘Foreign Correspondent.’ 
This will carry the house until the 
beginning of November, it is esti- 
mated, which is longer than the 
Chaplin pic can hold. It is said, 
however, UA might bring pressure 
on Wanger to let ‘Dictator’ go in next 
on promise of giving him a break 
on ‘Voyage’ at some other house 
later and on other pix ir the future. 

B. S. Moss has been approached 


for his Criterion to house Disney’s | 


‘Fantasia. World preem of the pic 
has been set for New York within 
five days either way of November 
14. Date was arrived at by Roy 
Disney, g.m. of the cartoon works, 
in confabs with Hal Horne, eastern 
rep, in New York. Disney will re- 
turn to the Coast on Friday (20). 
Special publicity staff headed by 
Richard Condon is pushing plans for 
an unveiling shindig, which will in- 
clude the presence of Walt Disney, 
Leopold Stokowski, who did much 
work on the pic, and a number of 
topflight instrumental artists. Ad and 
publiciy campaigns will be concen- 
rated in newspapers until the open- 
ing, when breaks will! be set in mags. 
First stills arrive in New York to- 
day (Wednesday). 





AIR ACTS IN REP PIC 
Hollywood, Sept. 17. 

Republic tied up four radio acts 
for featured assignments in the Ar- 
mand Schaefer production, ‘Barn- 
yard Follies,’ to be directed by Frank 
McDonald. 

Ether skits to be transferred to 
the screen are the Cackle Sisters, 
the Checkerboard Band, the Kidood- 
lers and Mrs. Uppington. 


Just how the Presidential cam- 
| paign this fall is going to dent the 
| film theatre boxoffice was tipped last 
| week when President Roosevelt 
|spoke on a national hookup, right 
when most theatres expect their best 
business. Eastern exhibs estimate 
that several million, who ordinarily 
would attend their 
house on Wednesday night, remained 
home to hear F.D.R.’s radio speech. 

With Wendell Willkie starting his 
western tour also last week, ex- 
hibitors throughout the country fear 
that his radio talks may shortly be 
vying with Roosevelt for listening 
| audiences, 

President’s speech went on late 
enough so as not to cut too deeply 
| into eastern theatre business al- 
| though even along the Atlantic sea- 
| board the Roosevelt competish was 
| distinctly felt at the b.o. In the 
| middiewest and past the central- 
| time belt, the Democratic nominee’s 
| speech came on the air just when 
theatres were expecting the peak of 
their Wednesday night crowds. 

Smarter exhibitors, who originally 





| schedules to duck the Roosevelt 
speech, starting new programs either 
on Tuesday or the following Thurs- 
day. 

Feature that most exhibs detest 
about the present Presidential elec- 
tion campaign is that it will be per- 
haps the most bitterly contested one 
in 12 years or more. 





NOT SO LUCKLESS 


favorite film | 


' had set new pictures for opening on | 
'that Wednesday night, re-shuffled | 


handling special service to News- 
week, Time mag and other such ac- 
counts. 


Columbia last week dumped over-| 


board $10,000 it had invested in an 
option on Dr. A. J. Cronin’s“story 
‘The Valorous Years,’ now running 
in Good Housekeeping. Studio, 
during the winter, had paid the 10 
grand against a $50,000 purchase 
|price for the novel before it was 
written. It was to be a Wesley 
Ruggles production. 
majors are now interested in the 
| property. 

Price tag of approximately $25,- 
000 was placed on screen rights to 
‘Moon Tide,’ novel by film player 
Willard Robertson, last week. Agent 
Sydney Sanders had refused to put 
a figure on the book until it was 
published. William Hawks, 
producer, is among those negotiating 
for the screen rights. 

Lewis Milestone last week pur- 
chased a two-year-old short story, 
tagged ‘Sleeping Beauty,’ written by 
John Colier, first published in 


Harper's Bazaar in 1938. Highly un- | 
| usual story is of a gal suffering from | 


| sleeping sickness who is exhibited in 
a sideshow. Guy ‘buys’ 
employs doctors to awaken her. She 
proves to be dumb and vicious, and 


any further treatments, allowing her 
to lapse into sleep again. 





Miss Howell at L. & L. 


Miriam Howell, former eastern 
story editor for Samuel Goldwyn, 
joins the Lyons & Lyons agency next 
Monday (23) to handle literary sales 
to motion pictures. 

Miss Howell for the past eight 
months or so has been head of the 





Hollywood, Sept. 17. 
Ida Lupino, currently in ‘High 
Sierra,’ is slated for the star spot in 
|‘Hard Luck Dame’ at Warners. 
Play is built around a story by 
Robert Presnell. 





legit play department of the Leland 
Hayward office. In on a percentage 
she found it impossible to dispose of 


|; enough material in the limited mar- 


oe to make the connection profit- 
abdie, 


Several other | 


RKO | 


her and | 


her ‘purchaser’ refuses to get her | 


| provement. Script is too stereotype and obvious, Ilka Chase, the star of 
the program, is getting a great break by both Camel and the Waldorf. The 
| broadcast is given in a small ballroom with at least 30 tables and luncheon 
| served. The menu Saturday consisted of fruit cup, breast of chicken or 
ham, broccoli, potato puffs, strawberry ice cream and coffee. 
| How these tables are filled is a matter of conjecture, Saturday last was 
| a full house. Miss Chase stands at the mike the full 30 minutes with at 
| least six attendants, one man leading the applause, 
Thyra Samter Winslow and Pegeen Fitzgerald were among the lunchers. 
Miss Chase looked chic in a sports Outfit consisting of black and white 
| tweed skirt, black jacket with brass buttons and white blouse. First guest 
oe = ag (Mrs. Richard) Rodgers, She spoke of her mending 
usiness, Repairs, Inc. Very compo: i ] 3 
LS ee ieee eek es —? posed at the mike was Dorothy who wore 
Another guest speaker was Mme. Schiaparelli, dressed very tailored in 
| purple jacket with three-layer pockets and black skirt. Her well known 
j turban was of purple. Mme. was uneasy at the mike, stumbling at differ- 
| ent points. Her daughter Gogo is far from a radio personality. If Mme. 
| made daughter’s outfit, give me Grace Menken or Sonia. A pale blue 
| Suit striped in white had coral pockets. 
Whoever writes Miss Chase’s script has caught her rare wit and breezy 
personality. Paul Baron’s orchestra supplies the music. Edna Woolman 
Chase, editor-in-chief of Vogue, can well be proud of her daughter. And 
| while on the subject of career women, let’s mention Jerry Morris, wife of 
| Bill, Jr. Jerry is in the picture-framing business, and not in the ordinary 
| Sense of the word. Jerry frames her pictures in fur and takes boudoir 
| hangings and frames the pictures in the same material. And are they 
swell! She did a gorgeous job for Mrs. Ben Bernie, 


In Short—You Den’t Miss Much 


| Being a radio fan the machine goes on 8 a.m. and is on all day, listening 
| to certain favorite programs, but some are favorites no longer. Having 
_ been away seven weeks and returning to the morning sketches find they 
are just where they were seven weeks ago. A few changes, but the changes 
,are laughable. The script-writers should be spanked, 

A situation in one sketch is sure to pop up in another sketch eventually. 
For instance, Mary Marlin’s husband was crashed in Russia, losing his 
memory, so Bess Johnson of Hill Top—her love crashes in S. A. with 
memory gone. Now Helen Menken’s Grant is going to S. A. and—we’ll be 
| surprised if he doesn’t crash. And weeks ago ‘When a Girl Marries’— 
| a girl in an auto crash loses her sight, so now ‘Bachelor’s Children’ has the 
| Same situation. Could go on from program to program, but haven't had 8 
| chance to catch up quite yet. 

A word should be said of the commercials; something should be done t0 
limit them to one minute, but blessed be that little knob that turns off com- 
mercials when not well done. ; 





Defying the Jinx 
Mrs. Carl Brisson is at the Navarro after a serious operation. Later 
between Westchester and Jamaica for the convalescent period. Had a few 
friends in for her birthday on Friday the 13th. 
Virginia Smith and Gus Fleischmann other Friday the 13th celebrants. 
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Bernhard (WB) Favors Gen'l Price 
Tilt Rather Than on Special Pix 








Problem of whether to boost ad- 
mission prices on individual screen 
productions or to raise the theatre's 
whole scale of prices continues to 
attract the attention of the industry 
this week. Joseph Bernhard, War- 
ner Bros. general manager of the- 
atres, has come out in favor of grad- 
ually lifting the regular admission 
scale wherever conditions war- 
rant it. 

Bernhard declared that the vari- 
able price policy by film theatres is 
resented by the public because ‘if 
you raise the price on a big picture, 
they ask why you don’t lower the 
price on the smaller picture.’ He 
summarized the situation after sur- 
veying results of recent increases in 
prices for specific films. 

Claiming that the picture busi- 
ness was built up on the film habit, 
he said: ‘If we single out individual 
productions for price increases, the 
public is more apt to single out those 
pictures for increased attendance 
and let the others go by. Increased 


prices on individual pictures are 
contrary to the principles upon 
which this business became the 


greatest mass entertainment.’ 

Admitting that Hollywood needs 
more gross in order to recoup for- 
eign losses and that it deserves to 
get much more money than it is now 
getting from the American picture 
public, Bernhard contended that the 
way to get more money for the the- 
atre as well as the studios is to do 
what we have been doing in Warner 
theatres since last September. This 
is to gradually raise the regular ad- 
mission scale wherever conditions 
warrant such increases. 

Prices Too Low 

‘Motion picture admission prices 
are too low,” he stated, ‘because over 
a period of years we have dis- 
counted the value of our merchan- 
dise. Any theatre organization or 
individual exhibitor that will give 
the proper consideration to the prob- 
lem of increased admission will find 
that the policy of a raise in regular 
prices is much more acceptable to 
the public than an occasional boost. 

‘It is a mistake to under-estimate 
the intelligence and the shopping 
skill of the public when it comes to 
buying entertainment. When you 
increase the regular admission prices, 
the public accepts it as part of the 
general movement of commodity 
prices; sometimes they’re up, some- 
times they’re down. If the industrial 
condition is healthy, the town pros- 
perous, the theatre well liked, you 
will hear very little grumbling about 
the increase. 

‘But when you raise the price of 
an individual picture, the public 
thinks you are taking advantage of 
their special desire to see a certain 
picture, and they resent such action. 
They consider it a holdup, and not 
a legitimate movement of prices.’ 


105 WB Mers. at Philly Pep Meet 
Philadelphia, Sept. 17. 

; Importance of merchandising films 
In order to gain the maximum re- 
turns in view of the curtailed foreign 
market was the theme of the annual 
managers confab held in the Ritz- 
Carlton hotel here on Wednesday 
(11) by the Stanley-Warner circuit. 
The huddle which lasted all day was 
attended by 105 managers and chain 
execs. Main speakers were Joseph 
Bernhard, general manager of the 
S-W theatre chain; Ted Schlanger, 
Philly zone chief; and Harry Gold- 
berg, circuit advertising boss. 

, Automobiles to the three outstand- 
Ing managers of the year were pre- 
Sented by Bernhard. Recipients 
were Bill Lafferty, Liberty; Herman 
Comer, Capitol; and Louis Black, 
Warner, in Wilmington. Bernhard 


Said similar prizes will be awarded 
next. year, 


The effect of the consent decree | 


pen discussed by Lester Kriger, 
Chief booker of the circuit. Others 


Who spoke were J. Ellis Shipman, | 


Contact manager; Everett J. Callow, 
Publicity chief: Joseph Feldman, per- 
— head; Robert Mills, in charge 

maintenance, and William 


_ 


Yellow Peril? 


San Francisco, Sept. 17. 

Both local newsreelers have 
material for swell spy-scare 
story. In each house of late 
Japanese customers have been 
observed with cameras, snapping 
war scenes, 

Major task of managers has 
been to prevent perpetration of 
mayhem by irate stool-warmers, 
all eager to pulverize Fifth 
Columnists. 


NY. Fair Influx 
Upped Early-Wk. 


Biz on B way 














Material increase in business on 
| Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
this summer and right up to the 
present time has been felt by Broad- 
| way picture houses. Habits of visitors 
lin town for the N. Y. World’s Fair is 
held responsible for this upbeat early 
in the week. Same tendency was felt 
last year, first one for the exposition, 
ibut it’s been more noticeable this 
|season because of the high number 
| of rainy, cold days during the normal 
| vacation period. 

While tourists are drawn from out- 
| side to New York primarily by the 
exposition this year, they have not 
been spending much time out on 
Flushing Meadows when the weather 
iis bad. Instead, they flock to Broad- 
way theatres, cinemas with stage 
|attractions getting the bulk of the 
patronage. Inclement weather late 
in August and early September ma- 
| terially helped grosses in Broadway 
| film theatres, and it was this factor 
|which also enabled them to get 
|more than the anticipated share of 
|Fair patronage. It is given as the 
| best explanation for the early-in-the- 
| week tilt in business. 


NATHANSON’S GIFT TO 








Montreal, Sept. 17. 

N. L. Nathanson, president Famous 
Players (Canadian) Corp., Ltd., cov- 
{ering around 600 houses in Canada, 
is getting Dominion-wide congratula- 
tions on his gift of a modern recrea- 
tion centre at Trenton, Ontario, 
major air-training base in the Do- 
| minion. 
| The airmen are to have two foot- 
ball fields, a quarter-mile track, a 
sprinting track, softball diamond, 
jumping pits, volley-ball courts and 


an outdoor skating rink, together 
with a grandstand capable of ac- 
commodating 600 spectators and 
equipped with dressing rooms, 


showers, store rooms, etc. 


‘Before Fact’ Finale On 
|  Hitchcock’s RKO Deal 


| 

Hollywood, Sept. 17. 

Alfred Hitchcock's second directo- 

}rial effort under his two-picture deal 

,with RKO is ‘Before the Fact,’ 
slated to start with only a week’s in- 
terval after the completion of his 
present chore, ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith.’ 

‘Before,’ based on a_= story by 

Frances Iles, is being scripted by 
Arnaud qd’ Usseau. 

| 


‘Charles, sound and projection engi- 
| neer. 

Also on the dais were district man- 
| agers D. E. Weshner, Steve Barutio, 
| Al Plough, Louis Davidoff, Paul 
Costello, A. J. Vanni, Larry Graver, 
| Jack Flynn and Jack Mulhall. 


CANADIAN AIR BASE 


paign This Week to Swing 
2,500 Clerical Workers 
Into Federation Ranks — 


in Line, With Watchmen, 
Police, Firemen and Other 
Workers to Follow 





WANT NO MORE BIOFF 


Hollywood, Sept. 17. 

A fight for control of 10,000 inde- 
pendent workers in the film indus- 
try gets under way this week, with 
Aubrey Blair heading a drive by the 
| American Federation of Labor to 
‘organize the studios 100%. His first 
move will be centered on a cam- 
|paign to swing 2,500 clerical em- 
|ployees into the AFL ranks. The 
| Screen Office Guild, which has a 
‘membership of 2,500 white collar 
| workers, will be offered a Federa- 
| tion charter, but if this proffer is 





| 
| 


Film Editors Will Be Next. 





| 


turned down, the AFL is certain to | 
| start organizing its own local among | 


| unaffiliated employes. 


| An effort also will be made to} 


| swing the Society of Motion Picture | 


| Film Editors into line. 


This group, | 


with a membership of approximate | 
| 900, has talked of applying for an | 
| AFL charter, but shied away from | 


| being placed in a position where the 

organization would be dominated by 
the Willie Bioff regime. With Bioff 
(Continued on page 18) 





| 
| 
| 
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- FOR PLAYERS 
BY THEDAY 


Hollywood, Sept. 17. 

Screen Actors Guild is drafting a 
proposal for submission to the pro- 
ducers, carrying demands for in- 
creased pay for day workers and 
freelance actors, and the elimination 

| of the practice of calling extras for 
| bit parts. Kenneth Thomson, SAG 
executive-secretary, told Classs A 
members at the annual meeting that 
the plan calls for raising the bit 
player minimum from $25 to $40 or 
$50 a day, increase in the freelance 
minimum and redefinition of ‘added 
scene’ work and limitation on fittings 
tests interviews. 

Also proposed is a penalty for a 
producer who fails to give an actor 
a contract until after he starts work. 
It is revealed that the average an- 
nua] extra earnings rose from $105.63 








in 1936 to $358.80 the first seven 
months of this year. Closer supervi- 
sion over television and production 


of slot machine films was urged by 
Thomson, who disclosed that the 
Guild holds an agreement’ with 
James Roosevelt's Globe Productions 
which applies the basic Guild con- 
tract with minor modifications to his 
company’s output. Arrangement is 
| probationary for three months. 

Refugee question doesn’t hold seri- 
, ous threat to actor jobs, Thomson 
said, pointing out that of 1,445 actors 
admitted to membership since Aug. 
1 last year, only 59, or 4%, were 
aliens and few of those are working 
in pictures. At the meeting Edward 
Arnold was installed as Guild pres- 
ident. 





Looks Like Steady Job 


Hollywood, Sept. 17. 

Virginia Van Upp is screenplaying 
'*There’s Always Juliet,” her fourth 
successive writing job for E. H. 
Griffith, producer-director at Para- 
mount. 

Others were ‘Virginia,’ ‘Cafe So- 
ciety’ and ‘Honeymoon in Bali.’ 


SAG PROPOSAL 





N. Y. RKO Theatres for Another 
Film Buying 


Warner Bros. pictures will be ex- 
hibited for another year in the 45 
theatres operated by RKO in the 
New York metropolitan district. 
Deal was closed yesterday after ex- 
tended negotiations between the the- 
atre department and the Warner 
home office. 

Completion of the trading was be- 
ing watched closely by hundreds of 
independent theatre operators in the 
New York exchange district, be- 
cause the report was widely circu- 
lated that the circuit and the film 
company were finding it difficult to 
get together. Any change in the 
existing division of major film prod- 
uct between the Loew and RKO the- 
atres would affect every subsequent 
run house in the area. 

Warner Bros. pictures have played 
the RKO outlets for the past several 
years, and have comprised the bulk 
of the product exhibited in addition 
to the RKO features. 

Discussions are progressing for 
renewal of contracts for the WB 


films in the RKO out-of-town the- 
atres. 

RKO also closed a deal last week 
with the Century circuit, which op- 
erates 39 theatres in Brooklyn and 
Long Island. Bob Wolff, New York 
exchange manager, represented RKO 
and Freddie Schwartz the Century 
organization. 


More RKO Deals 





— 


Anything for a Sale 





San Francisco, Sept. 17. 

All film salesmen talk for a 
living, but it isn’t often that cli- 
ents go around demanding 
spiels. That, however, is what 
happened to A, R. Taylor, Par- 
amount peddler, who was in 
middle of product deal with 
Harry West, of Greenville (Cal.) 
theatre, when third party en- 
tered with whispered message. 

West turned to Taylor with 
news that local Rotary speaker 
failed to show up, adding that 
if he wanted to finish deal he’d 
have to fill in as guest gabber. 
Salesman gulped, thought quick- 
ly and few moments later found 
himself on speaker’s platform. 
P. S.: he got the business. 


la.-Neb. Indies 
Worried About 
Gypsy Exhibs 


Des Moines, Iowa, Sept. 17. 
Portable circuiteering in Iowa and | 
Nebraska stole the show from the) ; : 
consent decree at a special meeting | a po Bey ton — 
|here recently of the Allied Theatre ; 4 y Ost weed. 
They involve 112 theatres. Biggest 

Owners of lIowa-Nebraska. Al+} on with the Central Stet Thi 
though president Leo F. Wolcott, of |, . mee -_ = aves pani 
Eldora, Ia., called the meeting to| ‘Tes: Comprising 51 houses in Iowa 
discuss the decree along with ad- Prigbergqeenndl uray | wars with 
| vanced admission prices occasioned | one Aes ggpee = rt et 
| by defense taxes, these two subjects - . = SuSurues 


, houses in St. Louis; Oscar Pine’s 
| received only secondary attention)... Migr : a 
from approximately 50 |eight houses in the Evansville, Ind., 


Iowa-Ne- | 
braska exhibitors attending. area, and Harvey Amusement Co., 


: 110 theatres in California 
| Exhibs listened politely to G.| ‘ti : , : 
|Ralph Branton, Tri-States’ general | Republic closed deal for all 1940- 
| : : Page 41 product with Royal Amusement 
| manager and principal speaker, and | «, Stoncluie. whieh. onan & 
|then gave their undivided attention . : 


to the problem presented by portable | > poe ae —— os 

circuits being operated throughout! <:, < — — eg ale 

na tue sniee | Sid Weisbaum, San Francisco branch 
hdenicn oll Phas | manager, represented Republic in 


BIOFF OUT OF PRISON ioe transaction. 
NEXT FRIDAY (20) 


Chicago, Sept. 17. 





—— 











Rep’s Great States Deal 
Chicago ,Sept. 17. 
Republic has closed for its 1940-41 
product with Great States Circuit of 
Illinois and Indiana. 





Willie Bioff of the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Employees, : 
who has been serving out a Metro’s Brushoff? 


month term in the Bridewell for a 

pandering conviction in 1922, will be 

eleare : 9 : : 

sag venga weiday (20). ios ' wondering whether they aren’t get- 
Bioff is getting out of the jail 15 ting the run-around from Metro. 

days earlier than originally scheduled Two of them, president E. L. Peas- 

jue to time off for good behavior. lee and treasurer Sol Lebedoff. were 


sent as emissaries to Chicago to con- 


six- | 
Minneapolis, Sept. 17. 


Northwest Allied officials are 


Selznick’s Story Dept. fer with W. F. Rogers and W. H. 
‘ ° P Richey, M-G sales manager and ec>n- 
Scouting for 3 Players tact man, respectively, in an effort 
Selznick story department in New | to get the ‘stiff’ Metro percentage 
York resumed operations Monday |terms altered. The pair returned, 
(16) after a summer layoff during | thinking that they had been prom- 
which Selznick-International was | ised the requested ‘relicf.” But now, 


dissolved and replaced by David O. 
Selznick Productions. Kay Brown 
continues to head the department, 
assisted by Elsa Newburger. 

Story ed is seeking possible yarns 


for Ingrid Bergman, Joan Fontaine | 
| Metro 
| deals 
| dependents now are 


and Vivien Leigh, who are under 
contract to Selznick. Producer is 
slated to make two films for United 
Artists and has indicated he will 
start in mid-winter. He has said 
that what the pictures will be has 
not yet been decided, although ‘St. 
Joan’ and ‘Jane Eyre’ have been re- 
peatedly mentioned by other sources 
as possibilities. 


Flvan’s WB Tiptoer 


Hollywood, Sept. 17. 
Errol Flynn’s next starrer at War- 
ners is ‘Footsteps in the Dark,’ which 
s before the lenses Oct. 1. 
William Keighley directs. 
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iless of takings. 


‘tis said, instead of lowering the 


percentage, M-G has raised it. 
They'll try io get in touch again 
{with Rogers, thev say, to ‘find out 


what it’s all about.’ 
Losing out in a 
to eliminate 
in the Twin 


fight to force 
all percentage 
Cities, the in- 
trying to have 
the split figured, which goes from 
35 to 40% on the four percentage 
films, dropped, so that there’ll be a 
flat 35% all alone the line, regard- 
But since the Chi- 
cago conference, M-G now is talk- 
ing 50% on the split figure. 

| As far as the Twin City inde- 
| pendent exhibitors are concerned, 
|Metro has been the only company 
| which has been able to enforce per- 
'centage demands vear in and year 
‘out. Northwest Allied had hoped 
|to beat it this year, but so far no 
dice. 





RIVE TO ORE. 7 Warners Sets 40-41 Product in 45 
FLMLOTS 10% 


| Year; More New 


Aubrey Blair Launches Cam- | 
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Wanger Strong Advocate of Radio 
As a Pre-Selling Medium for New 
Pix; Cites ‘Buck Benny, ‘Singapore’ 





Pittsburgh, Sept. 17. | 

Walter Wanger is completely sold 
on radio as a pre-selling medium 
for his pix, UA producer told group 
ef exhibs, distributors and news- 
papermen here at Variety Club din- 
ner here last week during his one- 
day visit to town to talk up ‘Foreign 
Correspondent’ and ‘Long Voyage 
Home.’ Conversion came, he said, as 
result of private conversation with 
Dr. George Gallup in which latter 
told him that during a recent poll 
he discovered best pre-sold pix of 
year were ‘Buck Benny Rides Again’ 
and ‘Road to Singapore,’ direct re- 
sult of steady plugging on Jack 
Benny, Bob Hope and Bing Crosby 
programs. According to Gallup, 


Wanger said, those two films had a| 


‘Chas. Schlaifer’s Solo | 


waiting public of 80,000,000 possible 
customers before they were released. 

Wanger blamed Hollywood for fail- 
ure to exploit pix properly far ahead 
of their release date. He insisted too 
many good films descended on the 
publie without the public knowing 
anything about them and that after 
a first poor week, theatres were 
prone to brush them aside and let 


Fort Worth’s New Billing; 
‘Where ‘Westerner’ Begins 


Fort Wayne, Sept. 17. 

With planeloads of stars, news- 
/}papermen and just plain celebs set 
to begin pouring in tomorrow (Wed- 
nesday), this burg ‘where the west 
begins’ will see its first world prem- 
ier and give Hollywood and New 
York their first taste of a real Texas 
hoopla. Fort Worth has been turned 
‘so completely celluloid - conscious 


‘Ramparts’ Tieup with Md. 'that even its trade-mark has been 


changed on signs decorating main 
Gov.’s 5th Column Talk thorofares to ‘Where the Westerner 
Following the governor of yo 


egins.’ 

é ; Among the Hollywoodites who'll 
land’s proclamation asking all peo-| spur this way for opening of Sam 
ple in the state to be watchful of |Goldwyn’s ‘The Westerner’ will be 

} 
Fifth Column activities, American | Gary Cooper and the Mrs., Goldwyn 
G., Walter Brennan and 


, a , _.;and Mrs, 

Legion officials in that state have | yi, frau, Doris Davenport, Charles 

suggested that seeing ‘The Ramparts | Ruggles, Bob Hope, Jon Hall, Frances 

We Watch’ is the best way of being! Langford, Mr. and Mrs. By mower 
d : aganda and Wyler, Bruce Cabot, Edward Arno 

anti ——* — "toe George Raft. Some of them ap- 


: ; | peared in or work n the picture; 
‘Ramparts’ showing at Hippo- | Pf in or Ww ed o p 


: ; rest are coming down for the ride. 
drome, Baltimore, last week was tied 


~ Preem contingents leave Holly- 
up with the Legion consequently. wood and New York tomorrow;night 


(Wednesday) and. arrive Thursday 
morning. They'll have an option of 
winging home after the roundup 
here Thursday night or going on to 
| Dallas where the pic will preem on 
| Friday, coincident with openings in 
'about 50 other Texas towns. Ac- 
| companying the New York gang will 
| be Harry Gold, UA eastern sales- 
|manger; James Mulvey, Goldwyn’'s 








Fi'm Selling Has Put UA, 
Frisco, Over to Big B.0. 








the product shift for itself. 
Producer said he couldn’ detect 
any definite pro-war trend in Holly- 
wood, claiming producers were stay- 
ing on fence, but told Vatiety Club 
crowd that films had a duty to keep 
public aware of what’s going on in 
the world today. ‘And we can mix 
that awareness with entertainment, 





too,’ he concluded. 


San Francisco, Sept. 17. 


eastern rep. and Lynn Farnol, UA 


How to make single-billing a suc- | pub-ad chieftain. 


cess:- put exhibs in a spot where 
they've got to make solos pay, or 
else. 


That, in a nutshell, is recipe hand- 
ed out by Charles Schlaifer, exploi- 


| teer for Herman Cohen's United Art- 
| ists here, now starting its third sea- 


son of aggressively selling singles. 
Limited to UA product, house has 


Although Wanger didn’t say so, it’s | turned so-called liability into an as- 
understood that his recent conver- | Set, selling every picture to the hilt 


sation with Gallup anent radio ex- 
ploitation was responsible for his 
permitting Energine to broadcast 
‘Foreign Correspondent’ prior to 
film’s general release. He insisted, 
however, on a couple of characters 
being changed around so too much 
of the story wouldn’t be given away. 

Wanger got a laugh when he ex- 
plained what an independent pro- 
ducer, which he is, was. ‘We're de- 
pendent on bankers, unions, distribu- 
tors, exhibitors, studios, actors and 
directors. Outside of that, we’re in- 
dependent.’ 


He told newspapermen higher ad- | 


mission prices were the only way to 
compensate picture-makers for lost 
foreign market. Also complained 
that while studios also operating the- 
aters were increasing scale for their 
own product [‘Sea Hawk’ at Stanley | 


| with pertinent quotas. 


|and pounding away at thought that 


| ‘only the big pictures play single 
bill.” Heavy selling of short product 
| also contributes to factors which en- 
abled showcase to stretch 17 features 
into a season during past year. 

Trailers now being screened to 
plug new season stress fact that 
‘thousands of discriminating San 
Franciscans’ have made one-feature 
policy a success through their sup- 
port, etc. Copy is slanted so that 
UA takes credit for single-bill idea, 
making the occasional soloing of big 
| pix at other houses something of an 
indirect plug for UA policy. 

Gag novelty which has become in- 
| tegral part of all campaigns is ‘UA 
| Charley,’ cartoon figure which ap- 
| pears in various corners of ad copy 
Has reached 





Film will be screened simultane- 
‘ously at the Worth and Hollywood 
theatres here. Stars will appear at 
| both houses. 


‘LUCKY PARTNERS’ GAG 
SOCKO FOR FRISCO B.0. 


San Francisco, Sept. 17. 
A mob in the lobby, a wedding and 
| nationwide wire breaks were results 
of an exploitation stunt cooked up by 
| Charles Huy, George Bole’s Golden 











|Gate praiser, 
| Partners’ (RKO). The lobby jam was 
intentional, the balance incidental. 

Huy sold Chronicle classified sec- 
| tion on tieup whereby paper plugged 
lucky tickets which could be picked 
up at various merchants. Two sets 
of tickets, each numbered 1 to 2,000, 
| were distributed, with notice that all 
|stub-holders who met in lobby at 
| 7:30 p.m. Wednesday and found 
tholder of corresponding numbers 
‘would get in free. Folks were told 
they didn’t have to sit together after 
they got in if they didn’t want to, 
but numbers had to be matched to 
| gain admittance. 





; | Stations 
in behalf of ‘Lucky | 


Oscar Doob’s Now-lt-Can-Be-Told — 


Appraisal of Loew's New Daily Ads 
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Philly’s Notre Dame Club 
Ties in With Film’s Preem 

Philadelphia, Sept. 17. 

The Notre Dame Club of Phila- 
delphia will hold a special dinner 
at the Warwick Hotel on Oct. 4, in 
honor of preeming of ‘Knute Rockne 
—All American’ being held in South 
Bend, Ind., the same night. 

Prominent Notre Dame alumni 
will speak. A special screening of 
the film will be held by the Stanley- 
Warner company. The film opens 
the next day (5) at the Fox. 


Tugboat Annie’ Sails 
Its Preem Into Tacoma; 


Seattle Nixed Stunt 


Tacoma, Sept. 17. 


The world premiere of Warners’ 
‘Tugboat Annie Sails Again,’ in- 
cluding a galaxy of Warner stars, in 
all the four Hamrick theatres, Music 
Box, Roxy, Blue Mouse and Temple 
($2 top in the Music Box and $1 in 
the other houses), is set for October, 








|date not yet selected. Irving Rubin 


of Warners was here closing deal 
last week. This is going to be an un- 
usual event for Tacoma, since Seaitle, 
nearby metropolis, turned the ex- 


ploitation plan down through its 
Chamber of Commerce. 
Bill Connor, sparkplug for the 


Hamrick interests here who is assist- 
ant to Ned Edris, g.m. has started the 
local C. of C. and the Mayor, Harry 
Cain, on their merry way to get the 
necessary $15,000 required to put 
over the event. Besides the promised 
cooperation of local press, both radio 
have agreef to do their 
share in an effort to make it the big 
event of the year in the Pacific 
Northwest. 


The fact that Seattle Chamber boys 
turned down the plan and Tacoma 
has never before been included in 
such a national setup, has enthusiasm 
already in high gear. 


‘Rockne’ Kickoff At 
South Bend Oct. 4 


South Bend, Sept. 17. 








Success of the first two months of 
newspaper advertising by Loew's 
circuit in the New York territory in 
place of its weekly handout sheet is 
seen by Oscar A. Doob as bringing 


about a revolution in theatre adver. 
tising practice in the metropolis, 
Since Loew’s switch, Skouras has fol- 
lowed, RKO has increased its news. 
paper space by about 50°%, and the 
Brandt chain is negotiating a deal 
with the papers. 

In a now-it-can-be-told interview, 
head of Loeéw’s circuit advertising 
and publicity department, revealed 
Monday (16) that the changeover 
from the Loew’s Weekly to the daily 
press on July 18 came about only af- 
ter five years of battling with other 
execs of the circuit and with house 
managers. Managers, some of whom 
were mailing out 25,000 or more 
Weeklies, were certain, Doob said, 
that once they stopped they might 
as well shut down their theatres. 


It’s impossible to gauge effect of 
the change on the b.o., the ad chief 
declared, except by the fact that biz 
has been above that of last year. 
This, he admitted, might well have 
been caused by the weather break 
and run of good pictures during Au- 
gust. However, in one house mail- 
ing 35,000 Weeklies, their absence 
provoked fewer than 200 queries by 
patrons, Doob asserted. 


Circuit execs who for 21 years had 
found their business operating suc- 
cessfully with the handout sheets 
were naturally dubious about making 
any shift, the ad chief declared. 
They were only convinced after nu- 
merous tests in individual houses 
and, even so, there was much 
trepidation when on Juiy 25 the first 
show since 1919 opened depending 
solely on newspaper ads. 

Convincing Dailies 


Newspapers were equally difficult 
to convince that it would be profita- 
ble to lower their rates, Doob said, 
although as a result of the decrease 
they will find almost $1,000,000 extra 
in their coffers every year. All of 
the New York dailies have now re- 
printed their rate cards, giving big 
amusement advertisers the same or 
almost the same rates as department 
stores, lowest of all classifications. 

Loew’s started its directory in one 
paper, the Journal-American, and is 
now using seven to get a combined 
cisculation of 4,600,000 daily and 
6,900,000 Sunday. Weekly, at ite 
peak, had 1,100,000 circulation and 
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i , Gag netted theatre $700 worth free 
(WB) here and ‘Boom Town’ (MG) | proportions where fans have been | g $7 


lad Mion Ab tas f publicit when discontinued had 800,000, Doob 
rer i i ‘ ad space, plus inches of publicity, 
at Penn] same theatres refused to up | overheard in lobby remarking “UA , P P y 


Premiere festivities for ‘Knute 
. said. It cost Loew's $325,000 a year, 


| Rockne—All American’ (WB) are 











; USeC ley says we s . thi | while paper sold $200 in extra ads on 
prices for product of the indie pro- Charley says we should see this one | tery 0 joer gpg tha 
'who met as result of stunt staged 
| whirlwind 18-hour courtship and ap- 

plied for marriage lieense next day. 
Gal is Electamae Josephine Sham- 
baugh, 21, dancer at Folies on Treas- 
|ure Isle, and lad is Vernon Krakow, 
| 22-year-old drug salesman. Devel- 
|; opment surprised even Huy, who re- 
|}covered quickly. Learning that, as 
|in RKO film, pair won’t be able to 
| get away from work for honeymoon, | 
| Huy now seeks to have tieup carried | 
| Step further, with Ginger Rogers and| What started out to be a publicity 
| Ronald Colman inviting couple to) plan for the film has developed into 
| Hollywood for wedding trip they|a sincere tribute to Rockne, the 
wouldn't otherwise be able to afford.| great Notre Dame football coach, 
sate aaes whose name is synomymous with 


‘ e . the highest type of American sports- 
Mystery Night’ Gag 


ducers, 


‘RAMPARTS’ GOES IN 





FOR MORE SOCKO ADS 





Producers of ‘Ramparts We Watch’ | Has Wings,’ which Schlaifer consid- | 


have decided to stop pulling their 
punches and to revamp their whole 
ad-publicity campaign. ‘March of 
Time’ staff, which made and is sell- 
ing the film individually instead of 
on RKO’s regular lineup, originally 
was convinced that a Cignified sales 
promotion was essential. Showmen 
with the organization have finally 
convinced ‘M. of T.’ that rugged, 
scare-head exploitation is essential, 
particularly since the ending has 
been shifted to include clips from 
‘Baptism of Fire,’ much argued Nazi 
subject. 

In keeping with this idea, the bold 
ad originally printed in VARIETY, 
Sept. 4, is being reproduced in com- 
ing issues of Life and Time, which 

as devoted reams of publicity and 
special ads to the feature to date. 
Revamped exploitation effort already 
has started to bear fruit. This 
coupled with the more dramatic end- 
ing in ‘Ramparts’ is credited with 
boosting boxoffice returns in spots 
played during the past week. 


Greenthal on the Wing 


Hollywood, Sept. 17. 

Monroe Greenthal planed to Chi- 
cago yesterday (Monday) after con- 
fabbing with Alexander Korda on 
the possibility of roadshowing ‘Thief 
of Bagdad’ in several key spots. 

United Artists exploitation head 
conferred with Charlie Chaplin on 
plans for the press preview and New 
York preem of ‘The Dictator.’ He 
will launch the campaign on ‘Pastor 
Hall’ in Chicago before returning to 
New York, 








from the beginning,’ etc. 
| Pressbooks mean nothing to 
| Schlaifer, who writes his own so 
| successfully that James Roosevelt 
drafted him to handle the national 


| Hollywood deals are now cooking. 
! Example is case of touchy ‘Lion 


| ers toughest problem faced this sea- 
_son. Sold it sensationally on ‘war 
| Of blood and hate’ angle, playing 
| down star names, and flick respond- 
|ed okay. Another problem child 

was ‘One Million B.C.” Approached 
| this from dramatic standpoint, fig- 
| uring title itself was sufficient plug 
| for fantasy angle stressed in many 


i Adds that results were 


‘terrific.’ 
House concentrates exploitation al- 
most exclusively in newspapers, 


in 
ail 


using radio time 
with KFRC and KJBS. 





JULES RACHMAN OUT 


| Theatre Owner to Be Freed from 
Neb. Prison Next Tuesday 





St. Louis, Sept. 17. 

Thomas O’Connor, East St. Louis 
gangster, doing a 25-year jolt in the 
Nebraska stir for participation in 
the $2,500,000 Lincoln (Neb.) bank 
robbery in 1930, will be successor to 
Jules Rachman as manager of the 
cinema in the Nebraska pen Tuesday 
(24). Rachman, former Omaha the- 
atre owner, convicted of murder, 
has been in charge of the cuffo the- 
atre since 1933. His activities in 
behalf of his fellow cons, via the 
picture theatre, was instrumental in 
obtaining his freedom on the day 
O’Connor steps into his shoes. 

O’Connor numbered among his 
former associates Tommy Hayes, 
Jack Britt and Howard Lee, local 
underworld characters, most of 
whom have been bumped off or iced 
away in cans, 





campaign on ‘Pastor Hall,’ and other | 


trailer tieups | 


| taking on the trimmings of a na- 
| tional Notre Dame alumni drive, en- 
| listing the cooperation of hundreds 
of local organizations in widely 
| scattered cities extending from coast 
| to coast. Kick-off for the new film 
|has been set for three first run 
| houses here to be followed by a ban- 
| quet at the university on the night 
/of Oct. 4. Elsewhere alumni will 
| assemble and the speeches from the 
| banquet here will be piped into the 
smaller gatherings. 


| 








manship. From an_ exploitation 
| stunt the Rockne salute has reached 
; oe national proportions. 

a sensian ok ane eee haat Pat O'Brien, star in the film, is set 
minster, is ‘Mystery Might. ‘When | for a unique role when he appears 
theatre program is changed, title is in the character of the former coach 
|} omitted and patrons are given bal- om undergraduate rally on the 
|lots on which they are asked to sub- | ©Y® os the SE CONE Ge The 
imit their choice of title, best title | S°#50M against College of the Paci- 
|winning a $10 War Savings certifi-| "¢- Other Hollywood players have 
leate. Winner is announced on the | P&¢” invited by the college authori- 
| Wednesday following each ‘Mystery | Hes. 

Broadcast will be featured by the 


| Night’ and if that person is not in| 

the audience the prize is increased | appearance here of Kate Smith and 
by another $10 certificate and so on, | her company for her regular Fri- 
Title to be submitted must be the | day night national hookup. O’Brien 


best, not the correct one. 





Oil Tieup for ‘Boom’ 
Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 17. 


lobby of Loew’s Rochester attracted 
attention for ‘Boom Town’ in tieup 
with Refiners’ Gasoline & Oil Co., 
which aired series of radio programs 
over WSAY boosting show, put over 
Friday the 13th street gag, and gave 
away photos of film stars to patrons. 

Loew’s manager Lester Pollock got 
full pages in Times-Union and Demo- 
crat & Chronicle to exploit ‘Boom 
Town’ and other M-G films booked 
in for fall. 





Working model of an oil well in | 


and others will be introduced over 
the air. 

Preem of the film is being han- 
dled by B & K in the Colfax, Pal- 
ace and State theatres, which have 
set a $1.65 scale for the opening. 
Tickets at all three houses have 
been sold for weeks and there is 
a possibility that other theatres will 
be impressed into the plan. 

Final touches to the arrangements 
will be given this week when 
Charles S. Einfeld and Mort Blu- 
menstock, heads of the WB exploita- 
tion staff, confer with college au- 
thorities and Mayor Jesse L. Pavey, 
chairman of the preem committee. 





plus $100,000 which had to be spent 
in newspapers anyhow. Minimum 
cost of newspaper advertising dur- 
ing the first year of the new system 
will be between $400,000 and $500,- 
000, Doob asserted, which means the 
circuit is getting almost six times 
the former circulation at the same 
cost. 

Doob predicted the end of three- 
sheet and other billboard advertising, 
as well as direct mail, as not feasible 
for theatres. He asserted that no 
other industry in the country mar- 
keting a low-cost product like films— 
which sell from 10c to 40¢ in most 
places—had found direct mail prac- 
tical. 


'Newsreeler’s Poll On 
Presidents in Pittsburgh 








Pittsburgh, Sept. 17. 

Harris circuit’s Newsreel theatre 
downtown collaborating with Bulle- 
tin-Index, class Pittsburgh weekly, 
'on a two-month presidential poll 
| Every patron of voting age is given 
/a ballot in the lobby and results are 
printed in detail every Wednesday 
|in the local newsmagazine. 

Tieup was arranged by Ken Hoel, 
pinch-hitting advertising chief for 
Harris chain in summer absence of 
George Tyson. Latter returns to his 
post next week after staging Atlantic 
City beauty pageant for sixth con- 
secutive year. Hoel is regularly Ty- 
son’s assistant. 








FRAZIER HUNT’S TRAILER 
Bridgeport, Sept. 17. 

Frazier Hunt, veteran correspon- 
dent recently returned from Europe, 
was guest of manager Mait L. Saun- 
ders of Loew-Poli at press screening 
day before opening of ‘Foreign Cor- 
respondent.’ 

Interviewed after showing Hunt 
| praised preparedness tag of film. 
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Jessel’s H'wood Unit, $20,000, 
‘Hired Wife, $18,000, Both Big, 
But Rest of Chicago Is Dull 








Chicago, Sept. 17. 

Generally speaking, the loop has 
been in something of a slump for the 

st couple of weeks, and only the 
real dynamite at the boxoffices have 
been able to overcome the sudden 
public lassitude. ; 

Currently two houses are beating 
the town on pace, and one is due to 
the picture and the other due to the 
stage attraction. ‘Hired Wife’ and 
‘Mummy’s Hand,’ at the Palace, are 
giving that house its best boxoffice 
figure since it reopened for the sea- 
son, And George Jessel, on the stage 
of the Oriental with a half-dozen 
Hollywood names, is turning in the 
highest money mark for that house 
since it returned to its stage policy 
following ‘Gone.’ 

Elsewhere there is not much ex- 
citement, and strangely so, for in at 
least two spots business was figured 
for cinch money because of attrac- 
tions. These include the Three 
Stooges at the State-Lake and the 
Guy Lombardo orch at the Chicago. 
The Stooges have played this town 
several times and always did excel- 
lent business; while the Lombardo 
band holds the all-time high of bet- 
ter than $73,000 at the Chicago. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—'Kildare Home’ (M-G). Not much 
in the offing for this one, the Kildare 
pictures evidencing their best biz in 
the neighborhoods rather than the 
first-run spots. Maybe $4,500, so-so. 
Last week, ‘Love Again’ (M-G) fin- 
ished its fourth loop session to okay 

,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 


v 


as expected, mebbe no better than 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Foreign Corre- 
spondent’ (UA), $5,200, better than 
expected. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33)—‘Gaucho Serenade’ (Rep), three 
days; ‘Green Hell’ (UA), 2d run, two 
days; ‘Pop Pays’ (RKO), two days. 
Business about average at $1,700. 
Last week, ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) and 
‘Awful Truth’ (Col) (revivals), three 
days; ‘Wagons Westward’ (Rep), two 
days; and ‘Curtain Call’ (RKO), two 
days, $1,800, okay. 


‘HOWARDS’ HOT 
$18,500 IN 
WASH. 


Washington, Sept. 17. 

Solidly-applauding reviews, plus 
hefty buildup via hauling local 
critics to Richmond last week for 
world premiere, is gushing ‘Howards 
of Virginia’ well out in front this 
week at Earle, WB vauder. Ads 
generally split emphasis neatly into 
both patriotism and romantic drama 
and reviews helpfully did same, en- 
abling house to get both elements 
comin’ and goin’, 

Runnerup this stanza is ‘Dr. Kil- 
dare Comes Home,’ barely getting 








First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Sept. 19 

Aster—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (40th wk). 

Capitel—‘Boom Town’ (M-G) 
(3d wk). 

Criterion—Dr. Kildare 
Home’ (M-G) (18). 

(Reviewed in Vartery, Sept. 4) 

Globe—‘Pastor Hall’ (UA) (21), 

(Reviewed in Variety, July 31) 

Music Hall — ‘Ramparts We 
Watch’ (RKO). 

(Reviewed in Variety, July 24) 

Paramount—‘Rangers of For- 
tune’ (Par) (18). 

(Reviewed in Vartety, Sept. 11) 

Rialto—‘Mummy’s Hand’ (VU). 

Rivoli — ‘Foreign Correspond- 
ent’ (UA) (4th wk). 

Roxy — ‘Brigham Young— 
Frontiersman’ (20th) (20). 

(Reviewed in Variery, Aug. 28) 

Strand—‘No Time for Comedy’ 
(WB) (3d wk). 

Week of Sept. 26 

Astor—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (41st wk). 

Capitol—‘Wyoming’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Sept. 11) 

Criterion — ‘Golden Fleecing’ 
(M-G) (25). 

(Reviewed in Vartety, Aug. 21) 

Globe—‘Pastor Hall’ (UA) (2d 
wk). 

Music Hall—‘Howards of Vir- 
ginia’ (Col). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Sept. 4) 

Poaramount—‘Rangers of For- 
tune’ (Par) (2d wk). 

Rialto — ‘Chan at the Wax 
Museum’ (20th). 

Rivoli — ‘Foreign Correspond- 
ent’ (UA) (5th wk). 

Roxy — ‘Brigham 
Frontiersman’ (2d wk). 

Strand — ‘City of Conquest’ 
(WB) (27). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Sept. 11) 


Goes 


Young— 








Indpls. Picks Up; 


Holdovers Dominate Bway, Boom’ 
OK 406, 2d: ‘Correspondent’ 316, 34: 
Partners’ 656, 2d; ‘Hired Wife’ 406 





the Woman’ (WB). Strong $16,000. 
Last week, ‘Great McGinty’ (Par) 
and ‘Golden Gloves’ (Par) (2d wk), 
neat $13,000. 


Met (Loew's) (3,618; 25-35-50)— 
‘Pride and Prejudice’ (M-G) and 
‘Turnabout’ (UA) (2d wk), good 


$16,000. Last week splendid $20,000. 


Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 25-35- 
50)—‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) and ‘Out West 
With Peppers’ (Col) (3d wk). Pleas- 
ant $14,000. Last week fine $18,000. 


Strand (WB) (2,870; 25-35-40)— 
‘Gold Rush Maisie’ (M-G) and 
‘Haunted House’ (Mono). Unevent- 
ful $4,500. Last week, ‘Murder in the 
Night’ (RKO) and ‘Marked Men’ 
(Prod) got peaceful $4,000. 


MUMMY,” $4,500, 
NO STIFF IN 
VILLE 


Louisville, Sept. 17. 
Biz is settling down here and 
running a pretty even course. Ken- 
tucky State Fair ended Saturday 
(14) and checked in swell biz. No 
rain throughout the week, although 
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Despite counter-interest in the Eu- 
ropean war and the presidential 
campaign, Broadway picture theatres 


are holding up remarkably well, with 
holdovers evidencing the stamina 
needed for extended runs. Mild, fa- 
vorable weather for the N.Y. World’s 
Fair did not help any, either, but 
business climbed right along despite 
sOaring weekend attendance at the 
exposition. 

‘Boom Town’ at the Capitol, ‘For- 
eign Correspondent’ at the Rivoli 
and ‘No Time for Comedy’ at the 
Strand are the holdover films set in 
for additional weeks. ‘Boom Town’ 
is holding close to its opening week 
pace with $40,000, or better, in pros- 
pect for the second stanza. ‘Corre- 
spondent’ enters its fourth week to- 
day (Wednesday) after running up 
‘Comedy’ is heading for nearly $38,- 
000, happy tidings after a big $44,000 
on the initial week. 

Of the new entries, ‘Hired Wife’ 
at the Roxy is showing enough stuff, 
at nifty $40,000, to remain another 
week. But picture was originally 
booked in for only one stanza and 
‘Brigham Young’ comes in on Fri- 
day. 

‘Lucky Partners’ at the Music Hall 
is feeling nearby competition, dip- 
ping to $65,000, following satisfac- 
tory $86,000, opening week. ‘Ram- 
= comes in tomorrow (Thurs- 

ay). 


‘Pastor Hall’ opens its regular run 
at the Globe next Saturday with a 
raise in prices and an elaborate press 
preview Friday night. Eleanor 
Roosevelt is the honor guest. 


Ie, ? ie) 
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‘Want Divorce’ (Par) and Guy Lom- , Yo we : ion- 
bardo band on stage. Strictly up to | >¥ at Capitol, Loew's yauder. Only)  ¢ ° 9 ee ee eee Estimates for This Week 
the orch currently, which is coming | Dance,’ at Keith's, bolstered into mip Morse Show Of me Veweum! ace (i008; S5ebkl.10-6L08- 
up with $32,000, fair. Last week, strong weekend with personal ap- ove aln ine was sold out Saturday night, per) $220)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (40th week). 
Stayed Breakfast’ (Col) and vaude, | pearances on Friday of Lucille Ball usual a magnet for the society| Last week (39th) around $10,500, 
meek $25,400. “ and Maureen O’Hara, but slipping rs . crowd. highly satisfactory after $11,000 in 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) badly now that it’s on its own. ; ; : preceding session. Profitable opera- 
—‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col). Not much Estimates for This Week aw f0-8 are still in the running | tion continues. 
in the offing at $3,500, Last week, | Capitel (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) ’ ’ ee Toe with a mamnll tion in|. Gaptel (4390; 25-40-0875 
Rhythm River’ (Par), fair enough —‘Kiidare Home’ (M-G) and vaude. | no ol go Bey F ceaag Dc Mery $1 25)—"Boom Town’ (M-G yo aa 

a aie, 1S < J , eet Ps _— 

Or at (Jones) (3.200: 28-44)— | Critics kidding the Doc by now and | although aati up pe Blin sche week). Holding up strongly and will re 
‘Cross Country’ (RKO) and George the loyal Kildare fans won't get take | Indianapolis, Sept. 17. after the first seven days. ‘Sea get more than $40,000, second stanza. t i 


above fair $15,000, despite some help Turnstiles clicking in the} Hawk,’ in its third week at the Mary Picture garnered $52,000 on initial 
(UA) | downtown area this week, piling up| 

ithe best gross total for - — 
‘s thine >| since spring. Loew’s an ndiana 
$11,500 for six days, latter putting | 2-6 well into the black for the week, 


house on new permanent Thursday-| to-mer house dualling ‘I Love You | $4,500. 


Rochelle Hud- 
son, Jean Parker, Steffi Duna,.Isabel 
Jewell names all helping to fine $20,- 
000. Last week, was pretty unhappy 
at $10,500 for ‘Ladies Live’ (WB) plus 
‘Tattle Tales’ unit on stage. 


3S nit on stage. : - r 
Jessel u ag from Ciroa Rimac Orch on stage. = 


Last week, ‘Captain Caution’ (1 
and oldtimers’ revue on stage, light | 


Anderson, is pointing to fair takings, | Week, and goes a third. bid 
while new ‘Mummy’s Hand’ at the Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55-65)—‘We 
Strand is pulling surprisingly fine} Who Are Young’ (M-G). Weak $4- 
biz and should round up excellent | 800 on tap. ‘Girl from God’s Coun- 
try’ (Rep), in previous session, fair- 












































M 
( - 33-44-66)— | Opening policy. sain’ ‘West With Peppers,’ , ish $5,400. Sth 
| ‘Hired Wife’ (U) and "aaa ;, Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— while _ a 4 showing ‘Sea Hawk’ | ene ee wae Seer aoe " (1,700: 25-35-55)-—‘Hell’ be 
f Hand’ (U). Combination came in| Love You Again’ (M-G) (2d run)|/ang ‘One Crowded Night.” Blue| Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue)— Cargo’ (FA). eo Ae r s ly 
Tuesday (10) and coming through (2d wk). Fourth week on main| Barron orch, playing town for first | ‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) and sleus-te ante a0 os i — oe Vi 
; with best mark since house's reopen- | Stem, after two big stanzas at Pal-| time, is putting money in the bank | ‘Stranger Third Floor’ (RKO), Move- (UA). in so sets eee nek _ ety: 
; ing at $18,000. Last week, ‘Lucky | 2c& getting oke $4,000, Last week,/ for the Lyric, with no help from} over from Rialto n.s.h, this session Friday and tilted Bl ys cote “an 
A Partners’ (RKO) and “Slightly | big $6,000. ) ‘Sing, Dance, Plenty Hot.’ | and looks like under normal $1,500. | Goiq’ (WB), $6,100 for second weele 
3 Tempted’ (U), good $19,600 for 12- Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— Circle brought in Maureen O'Hara | Last week, ‘Rhythm River’ (Par)| gi, after $11,000 arst ond weeK, 
day run. ‘Howards’ (Col) and vaude. _ Solid/and Lucille Ball for four stage ap-| and ‘Want Divorce’ (Par), managed ‘ oe Se ving ead 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500: 35-55-65- | $18,500. Last week, ‘Stayed Break-/| pearances on opening day of ‘Dance, | fair $1,600. Palace (1,700; 25-35-55) — ‘Sea tate 
15)—‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par). Got | fast’ (Col) and Sammy Kaye Orch} Girl, Dance,’ dualled with ‘Flowing] Kentucky (Switow) (1,200: 15-25) | Hawk (WB) (2d run) dualed with 
away Saturday (14) and looks for | °n_stage sock $22,500. Gold,’ but it isn’t helping the b.o.|_tjntamed’ (Par) and ‘Pago Pago’| FUblic Deb No. 1’ (20th) (ist run) 
satisfying $12,000 for initial session.|,Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55)—) much. Apollo, which has been/(yA), Showing nice b.o. punch, nr ge or (Tuesday), instead 
Last week, ‘Boom Town’ (M-G), at aanes, Girl, Vance ss ng cae | playing split-weeks, brought in| pulling in plenty of downtown shop- (U) (2d ad ve a anil a, 
85c top, came through with bang-up Ball-Maureen O'Hara p.a. our times | Jimmy Roosevelt’s ‘Pastor Hall for | pers and aiming at okay $1,700. Last (20th) (2d run) onl 14 -$5.000° le 
$14,800 for second session. Friday built weekend up nicely, but)a full stanza, bringing out the| week, ‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par) and|¢\, dave to oh | er e 3 ~ 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 28-44)— | 0.0. since slipping. Should wind up | thinkers in town, but not enough of ‘Our Town’ (UA), excellent $1,600. | (oop, , el ‘Ladies M, - ‘Liv : carat Br 
‘Golden Gloves’ (Rep) and Three | With okay $8,000. Last week, Dal- | them to make more than a small| Loew's State (Loew's) (3,100; 33-| nice $8,200 $s Must Live (WB), J 
Stooges headlining vaude. May build, | tons’ (U}. sold as glorified western, | profit, 140-50)—‘Boom Town’ (M-G) and a Ae es ie ae if 
because Stooges have always done | yhree CW! took same figure. ; Estimates for This Week ‘Lady Question’ (Col) (2d. wk.). Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-88-99) 
business here. Look for $16,000 at Met (WB) . (1,600; 28-44)—‘Sea Apollo (Wallace) (1,100; 25-30-40) i While bis has shown some tendency ‘Rangers of Fortune’ (Par) with ; 
present. Last week, ‘God’s Country’ Hawk’ (WB) (2d run). Back down- —Pastor Hall’ (UA). Fair $3,000. | 4, haa uD atten Grok ranks bumper | 22" Savitt, Jerry Lester, Andrews af 
(Rep) and Carlos Molina orch, poor town after two good weeks at Earle | Last week, second runs. . saltiwes. anthendl weak i6 atk call im | Sisters, others, on stage, opens to- ; 
, $13,300.. and will hit oke $4,800. | Last week,| Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- | the profit column at probably nice | 22% (Wed.) Third and final week 
United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; | ‘Drive by Night’ (WB) (2d run) built | 49)—‘Dance, Girl’ (RKO) and ‘Flow-| ¢@ 99) Last week rang the bell for of ‘Rhythm on River’ (Par) on stage, 
55-65-85 ‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (3d | to overshoot estimate for nice $5,500. ing Gold.’ Mild $5,400. Last week, ne sc $17.000 finishing nicely at $28,000, after 
week). With Roosevelt dropping pic- Palace (Loel) _ £2,242; 44-66) ‘Great McGinty’ (Par) and Cab) ae . 1 Libs (1.00 _ | $100,000 in two previous weeks. , 
ture, this house hops upwards cur- | ‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (3d wk). Hold- | Calloway orch, an even break with 15-90-40 ‘ ‘s ae 4 wk’ (WB ned | Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
roe taking $15,000. Last week, sp Pye ge rete + days nel (Katz-Dolle) (8.100: 25-30 | oe ¥ Still getting nice play ‘ase sper — ‘Lucky Partners’ Ei 
ne ,800. ast week, peauteous 910,0UU. ndia alz~s = ee, ree" | a ‘ ee oes ris ) and stage show (2d week), 
jWoods, (Essaness) (1,200; 75-$1.10- —_—_—_—_————_— | #0)—"Sen pe ete foo Le Okay $2.8 spt Week: Second, | Slipping down to $65,000, but profit- Ser 
y eg ’ q s) ’ row f ‘ y c 5 pe, UU, E ram ¢ : . 
Holding — (M-G) (34th wk). ‘Boom Town Gushes /$9,000. Last week, ‘Hired Wife’ (U)| Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.400: 15- able, after sturdy $86,000 on initial ee 
i s pace remarkably and We ne fog oe : a 0 urth Avenue) (3,400; session. Makes way for ‘Ramparts ai 
taking $7,500, following excellent T $6 200 in Portland and ‘Millionaires Prison (RKO), | 30-40) — ‘Hired Wife (U) and| We Watch’ (RKO) tomorrow (Thurs- hit 
$7,600 last week. 0 0,4 weak $6,000. | ‘Slightly Tempted’ (U). Twosome is| day). ty 
— Portland, Ore., Sept. 17. Loew's (Loew's) (2,400; 25-30-40) | natural combo to appeal to femme | Rialto (750: 25-40-55) — ‘Men Et 
| New pix are boosting the burg’s|—Love Again’ (M-G) and ‘West| trade and that means pretty steady | againct Skic.’ (RK, "ee ~~ oa 
é ’ . — ~», | Peppers’ (Col). Nifty $9,500. Last | pj, eer nF ggen pten Against Skies’ (RKO). Neat $6,500 +1 
COMEDY OK 6 000 BUT | grosses with all four major houses | * ©PPeTs : . y — biz. However, opposish still pretty | }ooming for eight days re] eh 
lj sinning bracket. ‘ m’ | week, ‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col) and | potent in the downtown district and ee 5 ays, welcome u4y 
b 3 | in the winning bracket. ‘Boom Town’ | “' id Rush Maisie’ M-G) alt the c ct ¢ profit. Black Diamonds’ (U). in ' 
REST OF MEMPHIS N 6 i the Sy Be bare. ya ." — $9 300 usn aisie (M-G), goo ee, oh = os ahead, mild $3,000 for four days. f 4 
° fast’ at the Paramount are the strong “spshat oar . 9F_90. __ | average = 90,UU sast week, Lucky ae ‘ sia a eee 
winners, and both will probably ag lg I gO ts aang Mga _ on ne vy Guaaaaer @ en 
—_— wills, Valie = - : oor’ ¢ ), better an expectec ; : 74 ‘ - . 
; Memphis, Sept. 17. 9, ‘s okay with ‘Kit Car- orch. In the blue chips with $13,000. at $6.500. I Showing remarkable stamina to reg- . 
No Time for Comedy’ is the show son’ and ‘Sea Hawk’ went into a Last week, Pier 13 (20th) and ‘Bow- a eT a ee ister about $31,000. Help of wide- ah 
of the week in Memphis. Rest of the third week at the Mayfair. ery Follies’ with Duncan Sisters, sad 90.40) Ae atime ty Hand’ (U) Po awake secondary exploitation cam- i 
town is dead. Estimates for This Week $6,500. | ‘Argent xe Nights’ (U) Getting a/! paign helping as swings into fourth i 
Stewart-Russell comedy is proving on oie i a 25 .40- . sail Pein ccieger dlgg «ene game +: 16 4) week today. Hit $32,000 in second j 
fairly good matinee and night draw wee 2 oh ee 1/6 9 6 9 k | eee o kide a ‘N= | session 4 
Fons: A tel aphes ‘7 | 50—‘Kit Carson’ (UA) and “Golden | ¢¢* |cluding the kids sooks like very |~~~ , oes 7 4 
all ae has, Powell-Blondell I Fleecing’ (M-G). Nice $5,500. Last | Gold, Money O ay | 90 od $4,500. Last week, ‘Dance, Girl’ Roxy (5,835; 25-40-55-75) —‘Hired Hi 
a. ivorce, and Loew's Palace | week ‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) closed well $16,000 in Brooklyn (RKO) and ‘Wildcat Bus’ (RKO), no} Wife’ (U) and stage show. Third iB 


offers ‘Kit Carson, neither of which 


: | Straight week of comedy here. | : 
is Cutting any figure at the boxoffice. y her ut 


at $4,209 and moved to the Mayfair. : 
| given credit for nifty $40,000, plenty 


First week was big at $6,200. 


better than weak $2,400. 
} 


Brooklyn, Sept. 17. 


Estimates for This Week Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- Loew's Metropolitan’s ‘Pride and |} | fine. ‘Brigham Young’ (20th) in re 
Loew’s State (Loew’s) (2,600; 10- | 500; 35-40-50)—‘Sea Hawk’ (WB). | Friday because booked. Last week, 
33-44)—‘Kildare Home’ (M-G), four | Still a winner, around $3,000, follow- | second, for ‘Stayed for Breakfast’ 


reac Fabian Fox, with 'Fiow- | FOX-W.C. s 5th Nat'l Drive 


| 





days. and ‘Stranger Third Floor’ | ing two big weeks at the Broadway. | ing Gold’ and ‘Money and the Wom- | | (Col), $28,000, strong. 

(RKO), three days. Medico and mys- | Last week ‘Rhythm River’ (Par) and | an,’ are getting most of the biz avail- | . | State (3,450; 35-55-75) — ‘Page 

tery n.s.g., down to $3,000 total. Last | ‘Pier 13’ (20th) closed average sec- | able in downtown sector this stanza. | F Los Angeles, Sept. 17. | Pago’ (UA) (2d run) and Al Dono- ; 

week, ‘Boom Town’ (M-G), second | ond week at $2,300. |Fabian Paramount in third week Current week is being observed | hye band. Emile Boreo Mary Raye 2 

Week, $6,500, terrific. Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) with ‘The Sea Hawk’ and ‘Out Westin all Fox-West Coast theatres | & Naldi heading vaudeville ayeut i 
Warner (Warner) (2,300; 10-33-44) | (3,000; 35-40-50)-—‘Stayed for Break- | with Peppers,’ will come _ through | throughout California as promotion | limping along to limpid $17,000. 

semen Time Comedy (WB). Stars fast’ (Col) and ‘Chan oe | ea vroenye ag a appeal pe and exploitation week, in conjunc- | Weakest here in three weeks or ; 
me ar here. Might get $6,000, good. | (20th). Hitting — y ew en one eople | tion with the fifth National Theatres |More, with film little help. ‘Hardy 


house, $6,000. 


week, ‘Flowing Gold’ (WB), | Debutante’ (M-G) (2d run) and sec- 


$3,500. ‘ ) and ‘Golden Gloves’ | Estimates for This Week drive which got under way Sept. 1. | ; . 
Hew Malco (Lightman) (2900; 10-| (Pan) also strong $6,000. | Albee (RKO) (3,274; 25-35-50)—| Charles P. Skouras, head of F-| 0nd week of Ed Sullivan's Harvest 
33-44)—‘Want Divorce’ (Par). Dis- United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- | ‘Young People’ (20th) and ‘Public | WC, designated seven special weeks ioee $25,000. howe . rapes ba : 
Pointing reaction holding this one | 40-50)—'Boom Town’ (M-G). Boom-|Deb No. 1’ (20th). _Disappointing during the 17 weeks national cam- ’ ptt ‘8 a . : 
Own to weak $3,000. Last week,|ing at $6,200 and will hold. Last | $12,500. Last week, ‘Frank James paign in which F-WC houses alone | Strand (2,767; cca’ Tas cae a 


'‘No Time for Comedy’ (WB) 
Larry Clinton band (2d week). Near 
to $38,000, sturdy. Highly pleasing 
| after big $44,000 in initial stanza. 


(20th) and ‘Pier 13’) (2d wk), mild 


$12,000. ; 
Fox (Fabian) (4,089; 25-35-50)— 


‘Flowing Gold’ (WB) and ‘Money and 


week ‘Love You Again’ (M-G) and | 
‘We Who Are Young ’(M-G) did well | 
iat $3,900. First two weeks in ‘wn 
| grossed better than $11,000. 


Hired Wife’ (U), $5,000, good. 

33-44)": Palace (Loew’s) (2,200: 10- 

clas, —'Kit Carson’ (UA). High- 
8s shoot-’em-up not doing as well 


Cash prizes will be 
in the respective 


will compete. 
| awarded leaders 
special drives, 
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Nothing Helps in Mpls.; ‘Love Back’ 
Plus Ted Lewis Unit N.G. $12,000 





bn 





Minneapolis, Sept. 17. 

Past fortnight has witnessed an- 
other nose dive of grosses. After a 
brief spell of comparative prosperity 
it’s all very disconcerting, and efforts 
are being made to search out the 
cause or causes. Some feel that the 
uncertainties consequent to conscrip- 
tion and fears engendered by the 
vicious assault on Great Britain are 
tightening pursestrings. Others de- 
clare that general business condi- 
tions, still depressed in this section, 
gre being reflected at the boxoffice. 

The main stem currently has its 
strongest entertainment ammunition 
in a long time, but even the hefty 
array of coin coaxers, recalling the 
good old days when the loop hummed 
with super-activity every week, 
doesn’t seem able to bring ’em down- 
town in the expected droves. Under 
normal circumstances, it’s believed, 
‘Boom Town,’ heavily plugged at 
State, and Ted Lewis, would be doing 
considerably better. And _ consider- 
ing what’s on tap the results are all 
the more dismaying. 

The Alvin gets into the stage show 

oing with a policy of modified bur- 
em provided by road companies, 
plus a house line of girls, added 
vaudeville, first-run pictures and 
short screen subjects. Ted Lewis 
and his revue are at the Orpheum. 
‘Skylark’ opens at the Lyceum for 
three days, starting Thursday. 


Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Hirsch-Katz) (1,400; 28-44- 
55)—‘Son Navy’ (Mono) and ‘Cock- 
tails of 1941’ on stage. Pleasing stage 
show, but lacking in boxoffice names. 
Season’s inaugural and early results 
should determine if public wants this 
type of modified and ‘refined’ bur- 
lesque-musical, minus names and 
stage bands. Disappointing $4,000 
seen in past week. 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28)— 
‘Scatterbrain’ (Rep) and ‘Girl God’s 
Country’ (Rep). Flashy front helps. 
Should cop good $1,500 in five days. 
‘Military Academy’ (Col) and ‘Money 
and Women’ (WB), dual first-runs, 
open today (Tuesday). Last week, 
‘Florian’ (M-G) and ‘Wild Cat Bus’ 
(RKO), dual first-runs, five days, $1,- 
200, okay. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 28-39- 
44)—‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) (2d 
wk). Moved here after fairly good 
week at State. Rather tepid clip for 
final seven days. Looks like mild 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Rhythm River’ 
(Par) (2d wk), $3,500, pretty good 
after nice $8,700 first week at State. 

Esguire (Gillman) (290; 28)—Wolf 
New York’ (Rep). Yanked after only 
two poor days, $200. ‘Doomed to Die’ 
(Mono), current, doing better and 
may reach fair $800. Last week, 
*‘Plainsman’ (reissue), $700, fair. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 28)— 
*Daltons Rode’ (U). Rushed in when 
‘Golden Gloves’ was yanked after 
five days, and is delivering nicely. 
Good $4,000 for eight days in pros- 
pect. Last week, ‘Golden Gloves’ 
(Par), five days, light $1,500. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 39- 
44-55)-—‘Love Back’ (WB) and Ted 
Lewis band and revue on stage. 
Started slowly. May reach $12,000, 
which would be considerably under 
expectations and probably unprofit- 
able. Last week, :Hired Wife’ (U), 
$6,600, fairly good. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 39-44-55) 
— ‘Boom Town’ (M-G). Advertised 
and exploited to fare-ye-well. Doors 
open at 10:30 a.m., hour earlier than 
usual, and scale upped from 40c to 
55e¢ top. However, no wild rush of 
customers at outset. Stretching to- 
ward big $14,000, which, however, is 
at least several grand less than had 
been expected. Last week, ‘Lucky 
Partners’ (RKO) $6,500, fair. 

Uptown (Par) (1,200; 28-39)— 
‘Drive Night’ (WB). First neighbor- 
hood showing. Satisfactory $3,000 
indicated. Last week, ‘Maryland’ 
(20th), first neighborhocd showing, 
$3,200, okay. 

World (Par-Singer-Steffes) (350; 


28-39-44-55)—‘Hired Wife’ (U) (2d 
wk). Transferred from Orpheum for 
extension of loop first-run. Fair $1,- 


200 in prospect. Last week, ‘Sea 
Hawk’ (WB) (3d wk), $1,500, okay 
after big two first weeks. 


MILLER ORCH, AT NEW 
PROV. VAUDER, $15,000 


Providence, Sept. 17. 

Entrance of the Metropolitan this 
week into the main stem field with 
Glenn Miller’s orch on stage and the 
first-run ‘Boys of the City’ on the 
screen is about the only new note 
hereabouts. Biz on the whole is only 
eearees, with matinees especially 

Ow. 

‘Foreign Correspondent’ gave 
Loew’s a chance to work a tie-in 
with WPRO, which provided latest 
news flashes direct from the lobby of 
the theatre. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
*Ramparts’ (RKO) and ‘Saps_ Sea’ 
(UA). Spotty, but still good for 
okay $6,000. Last week, ‘Daltons’ 








issue) and four Disney shorts, swell 
$7,200. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—‘Boom Town’ (M-G) and ‘Lady 
Question’ (Col) (2d run). Fair 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) 
(2d run), good $3,000. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 15-28)—‘Stage 
Chino’ (RKO) and ‘Gambling Ship’ 
(WB). With youngsters back to 
school, matinees have fallen off. Spot 
getting fair $3,000. Last week, “Ten- 
derfoot’ (Rep) and ‘Earthbound’ 
(20th), good $3,500. 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Talked Much’ (WB) and ‘River End’ 
(WB). Paced for weak $5,500. Last 
week, ‘Hired Wife’ (U) and ‘Young 
People’ (20th), hefty $7,000. 


Metrepolitan (Associated) (3,000; 
28-39-55-75)—‘Boys of City’ (Mono) 
and Glenn Miller’s orch on stage. 
Opening week is in the problematical 
stage. Looking for its heaviest play 
in the evening. Opened slowly, but 
gaining momentum and should end 
up in the vicinity of promising $15,- 
000. 


State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA) and 
‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G). Good 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Boom Town’ 
(M-G) and ‘Lady Question’ (Col) (2d 
wk), swell $13,000. 


Strand (Indie). (2,000; 28-40-50)— 
‘Want Divorce’ (Par) and ‘Girl God’s 
Country’ (Rep). Looks like weak 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Rhythm River’ 
(Par) (2d wk) and ‘Island Doomed 
Men’ (Col), swell $6,000. 


‘NO COMEDY BIG 
$12,900 IN CINCY 


Cincinnati, Sept. 17. 

Autumn’s first chill tanged week- 
end traffic in cinema center, giving 
current b.o. a slight edge over last 
week. Top tugger is ‘No Time for 
Comedy,’ at the Grand. It is the 
second pic for that new house. 

‘Wyoming,’ at Palace, and ‘Dr. Kil- 
dare Goes Home,’ at Albee, are in 
second and third spots this week 
with fair marks. Keith’s has its sec- 
ong straight floppo in ‘Lady in Ques- 
tion,’ 

All RKO theatres except the 
smallie Family have revised admish 
scales from 39-47c to 33c up to 6 
p.m., then 40c for balcony and 50c 
for main floor seats. Keith’s operated 
by Ike Libson, made the same 
change. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Dr. Kildare Home’ (M-G). Fair 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Hired Wife’ (U), 
big $14,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Hired Wife’ (U). Moveover from 
Albee for second week. Fair $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (5th 
wk), swell $5,500, winding up run 
with socko $54,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— 
‘Wild Cat Bus’ (RKO) and ‘Ranger 
Lady’ (Rep), split with ‘Three Faces 
West’ (Rep) and ‘Ladies Must Live’ 
(WB). Okay $2,100. Last week, 
‘Stage Chino’ (RKO) and ‘Can’t Fool 
Wife’ (RKO), divided with ‘Wagons 
Westward’ (Rep) and ‘Earl Puddle- 
stone’ (Rep), normal $1,900. 

Grand (RKO) (1,439; 33-40-50)— 
‘No Time Comedy’ (WB). Wham 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Love Again’ 
(M-G) (3d wk), great $6,000 to hit 
nifty $29,000 for the three-week stay. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50)— 
‘Lady Question’ (Col). Brutal $2,500. 
Ditto last week on ‘Young People’ 
(20th). 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— 
‘Love Again’ (M-G). Transferred 
from Grand for second run and 
fourth week. Fair $3,500. Last week, 
‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO), $2,600, no 
dice. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Wyoming’ (M-G). Pleasing $9,000. 
Last week, ‘Dance Girl’ (RKO), poor 
$5,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-40-50)— 
‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) (2d wk). Holding 
over for second week of second run. 
So-so $3,500. Last week (1st), dandy 
$5,500. Pic got big $15,000 in its 
opening week at the Albee. 


Young Set for ‘Union’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 17. 
Robert Young moves over from 
Metro to 20th-Fox on a loan agree- 
ment to take over the role originally 
assigned to Don Ameche in ‘Western 
Union,’ 


Ameche is slated for a top role 
in ‘Rings on Her Fingers,’ which 
rolls before the completion of ‘West- 

















(U) and ‘Snow White’ (RKO) (re- 


ern’, Young reports this week. f 


Nine on the Line at 20th 


Hollywood, Sept. 17. 

Start of three new pictures makes 
a total of nine in production on the 
20th-Fox lot. New films are ‘West- 
ern Union,’ ‘The Private Practice of 
Michael Shane’ and ‘Cornceob Kelly’s 
Benefit.’ 

Waiting to roll in the near future 
are ‘Rings on Her Fingers’ and 
‘Down to the Sea in Ships.’ 


New Autos Hypo 
Det.; ‘Hawk Big 
$17,000 on Dual 


Detroit, Sept. 17. 

With the new models having start- 
ed to roll off the automobile produc- 
tion lines, business, as usual, grows 
better here. Quite a spending splash 
has been evident in Detroit, with the 
picture houses playing along with 
holdovers to capture the widespread 
cash. 

Something of a phenomenon 
cropped up this week in this town, 
given to double-feature first-rjins. 
Both the United Artists, with the 
fourth week of ‘Boom Town,’ and the 
Fox, with ‘Brigham Young,’ are of- 
fering solo attractions. With the ex- 
ception of the Michigan’s new bill, 
everything else downtown is in the 
h.o, class, but double-feature. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col) and ‘Lady 
Question’ (Col). This pair moved 
over after two weeks at the Fox. 
Look for fair $4,500. Last week, 
‘Frank James’ (20th) and ‘Blondie 
Servant’ (Col) (2d wk), dull $3,800. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—Brigham Young’ (20th). This 
one was brought in two days ahead 
of usual opening and soloed. Expec- 
tations are for good $16,000. Last 
week, ‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col) and 
‘Lady Question’ (Col), five days in 
second week, and two days of ‘Brig- 
ham Young,’ strong $17,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-55)-——‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) and 
‘Ladies Live’ (WB). Headed for big 
$17,000. Last week, ‘Want Divorce’ 
(Par), Charlie Barnet orch and Ray 
Bolger on stage, big $24,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,000; 
30-40-55)—‘Want Divorce’ (Par) and 
‘Coming Round’ (Par). Former pic- 
ture moved from Michigan and bill 
looks for fair $7,000. Last week, 
‘Rhythm River’ (Par) and ‘Way of 
Flesh’ (Par), dull $6,500. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-50-75) — ‘Boom Town’ 
(M-G) (4th wk). This keeps rolling 
along, with $7,000 indicated after 
$9,000 last week. 


FOREIGN’ 106, 
MILD IN BUFF. 


Buffalo, Sept. 17. 























General b.o. average continues to 
ibe substantial. ‘Foreign Correspond- 
ent’ is decidedly disappointing at the 
| Buffalo, but ‘Boom Town,’ in its third 
frame at the Lakes, is still just about 
showing its heels to everything else. 
‘Argentine Nights’ dualed at the La- 
fayette and ‘Dance, Girl, Dance,’ 
doubled up also at the 20th Century 
are close behind and running neck 
and neck. 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-40-60)— 
‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA). Very 
mild $10,000. Last week, ‘Great Mc- 
Ginty’ (Par) and Jimmy Dorsey 
orch strong $21,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 44-65) 
| ‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (3d _ wk). Still 
| roaring along to $10,000. Last week, 
heavy wampum $12,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)— 
‘Rhythm River’ (Par) (2d run) and 


‘Mystery Sea Raider’ (Par). Neat 
| $7,000 indicated. Last week, ‘Frank 
|James’ (20th) and ‘Sing, Dance,’ 


(Rep) (2d run), poor $4,300. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
—‘Argentine Nights’ (U) and ‘Pirates 
of Sky’ (U). Nifty $8,500. Last week, 
(Hired Wife’ (U) and ‘Framed’ (U), 
slick $9,000. 

20th Century (Dipson-Basil) (3,000; 
30-40)—‘Dance, Girl, Dance’ (RKO) 
and ‘Men Against Sky’ (RKO) (nine 
days). Stout $9,000. Last week, 
‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) (2d wk) and 
“Wagons Westward’ (Rep) (five 
days), sloughed off to tame $5,000, 





Dwan on ‘Trail’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 17. 
Allan Dwan gets the director chore 
on ‘Trail of the Vigilantes,’ the next 
high-budget western at Universal, 
slated to start in two weeks. 
tease Tone is set for a top 
role. 





‘Howards Va.’ Hefty $19,000 in Philly: 





REWARD 


Bis Good But Checker-Playing Man- 
ager Got Caught 








Philadelphia, Sept. 17. 
The top exec of one of the circuits 
was making the rounds of his nabes 


Jast week. His first stop was a last- 
runner in West Philly. To his pleasant 
surprise the house was playing to 
S.R.O. biz with a long line waiting 
outside the ticket window. 


The boss went into the theatre to 
hunt up the manager for a verbal pat 
on the back, A search of the house 
failed to locate him. The ushers 
shrugged their shoulders when Mr. 
Big asked where the manager was. 
In exasperation he walked into the 
men’s room. Inside was the house 
manager enjoying a placid game of 
checkers with the fireman, 

The h.m, was fired on the spot, 


‘BOOM, $27,000, 
CLEVE. SMASH 


Fle 


Cleveland, Sept. 17. 
There’s little gravy floating around, 
since most of it is being soaked up 
by ‘Boom Town,’ pulling near-record 


film attendances for State. House 
blotted up $15,000 in initial three 
de and can bank on $27,000 at 
east, 


‘Publie Deb No. 1,’ with Will Os- 
borne’s orch and Stanley Fields, are 
falling into Palace’s just-fair classi- 
fication. ‘Sea Hawk’ showing more 
push for Hipp even on h.o. 


Estimates for This Week 


Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Not So Tough’ (VU). Ordinary 
$3,000 if not pulled. Last week, 
‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO), on h.o., 
nice $4,000, 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) (2d wk). Show- 
ing a profit on second frame, $10,- 
000, after excellent $17,000 on initial 
week and certain to earn a move- 
over to Allen. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Public Deb’ (20th), with Will Os- 
borne’s band and Stanley Fields on 
stage. Lot of names, but they don’t 
mean so much on this marquee. 
Only about $12,000 in sight. Last 
week, ‘Argentine Nights’ (U) and 
Ben Bernie’s orch, weak $9,100 due 
to too much opposish. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55- 





66)—‘Boom Town’ (M-G).  Sky- 
scraping monev - maker. Should 
spurt to great $27,000. Last week, 


‘Great McGinty’ (Par) was hypoed 
by Mickey Rooney’s p.a. to colossal 
$39,000, just $700 less than Jack 
Benny’s house record. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55)—-‘Coming Round Mountain’ (Par). 
Ambling along to so-so $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA), 
on second stanza, $6,500, extra fine. 


‘Sea Hawk,’ ‘Wyoming’ 
Hot $7,500 in Seattle 


Seattle, Sept. 17. 

‘Sea Hawk,’ solo sans vaude at the 
Palomar, is getting nifty newspaper 
campaign, but no billboards. iz 
warrants holding. ‘Boom Town’ 
played two houses last week™ and 
holds for second stanza at Fifth 
Avenue, going nicely. ‘Rhythm 
River’ moving across the street to 
the Music Box from the Blue Mouse, 
while the latter gets ‘Ramparts We 
Watch,’ changed here to ‘Baptism by 
Fire,’ back for solo. It’s getting 
hefty billing. Latter has already 
done a week at the Orpheum and 
one at the B.M. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 

(850; 30-40)—‘Ramparts We Watch’ 








(RKO) (called ‘Baptism by Fire’ 
here). After two recent weeks in 
town, anticipating big $3,100. Last 
week, ‘Rhythm River’ (Par) and 
‘Chan Museum’ (20th) (2d wk) 
$2,600, good. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 


(1,900; 21-35)— ‘Gold Rush Maisie’ 


(M-G) and ‘Maryland’ (M-G) (2d 
run). Expect okay $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Turnabout’ (UA) and ‘Un- 


tamed’ (Par) (2d run), swell $3,300. 
Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,349; 40-50-65) — ‘Boom Town’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). Anticipates great 
$8,500. Last week, immense -$12,500. 
Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50)— 


‘Queen of Yukon’ (Mono) and 
‘Haunted House’ (Mono). Fine 
$4,500. Last week. ‘Stayed for 


Breakfast’ (Col) $4,100, okay. 





Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


‘Wyoming’ Okay $7,000, Rest Dull 





: Philadelphia, Sept. 17. 

It’s practically all holdovers and 
second runs in the downtown zone 
this week, with ‘Howards of Virginia’ 
among the first-runs cornering the 
field with a hefty $19,000 indicated 
for the Stanley tills. For the rest 
it’s just keeping ahead of the house 
averages, Roy Robbins, Karlton 
manager, tried to inject some inter. 
est in ‘Lady in Question’ by offering 
10 pairs of oaklies to the ball-and- 
chainers submitting best letters on 
how they popped the question, but it 
will take much more than that to 
hypo the gross. 


Eljod of horse opry sagas finds 
‘Wyoming’ getting the best attention 
with the Stanton headed for nifty 
$7,000 round-up. ‘Boom Town’ ig 
slipping plenty after two strong 
weeks at the Earle, but is holding 
for a fourth while the house readies 
for the return of vaude. 


Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68) 
—'Captain Caution’ (UA). Not very 
courageous for the likings at this 
house and heads for disappointing 
$8,000. Last week ‘Kit Carson’ (UA), 
yanked after the second day of its 
second week, and the $9,300 for nine 
days was nothing to disturb the In- 
dians about. 


Areadia (Sablosky) 
57)—‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col) (3rd 
run). Still plenty of money around 
for this one after having a twin- 
house opening and sticking for a 
fortnight on a second run, with $4,000 
in sight on this showing. Last week 
‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G) (2nd run), 
for a single day, and ‘Young People’ 
(20th) (2nd run) for three days, es- 
tablished a new high for empty seats 
at the house, barely making $1,000 
for four days, with ‘Breakfast’ com- 
ing to the rescue on Friday (13). 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Time Comedy’ (WB) (2nd_ wk.). 
Holding up surprisingly well with 
$9,500 in sight for second week, after 
going great guns the first stanza with 


(600; 35-46. 


$18,700. 
Earle (WB) (3,758; 45-57-73)— 
‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (3rd wk.). 


Slipping badly with $15,000 consid- 
ered lucky for third stretch. Second 
week was terrific $24,800, after rec- 
ord-breaking $36,700 on _ opener, 
However, will linger a fourth week, 
giving the house until Sept. 27 to get 
its stage set for George Jessel’s Hol- 


lywood unit. 
Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68)— 
(UA) (2nd 


‘Foreign Correspondent’ 
wk.). Looks good for $12,000, after 
opening with $17,200 on strong side. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Lady Question’ (Col). First first- 
run in many weeks for this house, 
but will be plenty lucky if it hits 
$3,300, poor. Last week ‘Love Again’ 
(M-G), fared much better and, con- 
sidering it was a third week on a 
second running, $4,800 was great. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Pastor Hall’ (UA) (2nd run), Sell- 
ing at a snail’s pace, with poor $3,600 
the best than can be hoped for. Last 
week ‘Sea Hawk’ (WB), brighter 
$4,900. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Howards of Virginia’ (Col). With 
only a trade showing to get it started 


locally, proving to be the town’s 
leader. Around $19.000 practically 
assured. Last week ‘Lucky Partners’ 


(RKO) went to pieces for its second 
week, getting $7,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57)— 
‘Wyoming’ (M-G). House is in in 
the groove for the hoof and herd 
spectacles, with $7,000 meaning plenty 
of chips. Last week ‘Stayed Break- 
fast’ (Col), kept up its merry pace 
with $4,800 in second week on second 
running. 


(850; 30-40-50) — ‘Rhythm River’ 
(Par) and ‘Chan Museum’ (20th) 
shifted from Blue Mouse, indicating 
tuneful $2,100. Last week, ‘Kit Car- 
son’ (UA) and ‘Girl from Avenue 
| A’ (20th) $2,000, okay. 

Orpheum (Hamric k-Evergreen) 
(2,600; 30-40-50)—‘Want a Divorce’ 
(Par) and ‘Millionaire in Prison’ 
(RKO). After three slow days, 
$1,600, ‘Rangers of Fortune’ subbed 





for ‘Millionaires,’ ‘Divorce’ holding; 
big $6,000 for week seen with 
change. Last week, ‘Dance, Girl’ 


(RKO) and ‘Crowded Night’ (RKO) 
pulled after five slow days, $2,600. 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-40- 
50)—‘Sea Hawk’ (WB). No vaude at 
this usual vaudfilmer this week; 


pulling great $7,500 and _ holding. 
Last week, ‘Drive by Night’ (WB) 
plus vaude, $5,000, big. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,039; 30-40-50) —‘Wyoming’ (M-G) 
and ‘Kildare Home’ (M-G). Paced 
at nifty $7,500. Last week, ‘Boom 
Town’ (M-G) socko $12,500. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 20-35)— 
‘Daltons’ (U) and ‘Private Affairs’ 
(U) (2d run). Eyeing okay $2,000. 
Last week (30-40-50), ‘Heaven Too’ 
(WB) (5th wk), $2,300, big. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
32) — ‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G) and 
‘2 Gals on Broadway’ (M-G) (2d 
run). Expect good $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Susan and God’ (M-G) and 
i nagaaad (M-G) (2d run), $1,700, 
slow. 
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lap at upped scale. Second frame 
even batter than hoped for at $18,000. 
This is the second clicko run in suc- 
cession here, ‘Love You Again’ (M-G) 
riding for three bountiful weeks just 
ahead of Gable-Tracy opus. 


DANCE, GIRL,’ $4,500, 








| asking. 
| Estimates for This Week 
Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Stayed for Breakfast’ (Col). Started 
| off just fair, but as soon as Rooney 
brought the crowds downtown, 
Douglas-Young co-starrer shot into 
high immediately and will wind up 
great at nearly $10,000. That means 
a second session with plenty to spare. 
Last week, second of ‘Frank James’ 

















|wk). Holding very nicely at $8,000, 
| after okay total of $32,000 for previ- 
ous brace. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15 - 28 - 39 - 44 - 55 - 66) — ‘Ramparts’ 
(RKO) plus vaude. Sold extra 
strong and inching out satisfactory 
| $13,000. Last week, second of ‘Lucky 
|Partners’ (RKO) and vaude, failed 
| to attract more than $9,700 after nice 
































over. Last week, second frame of 
| ‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) and ‘Argen- 
| tine Nights’ (U), satisfactory $12,000. 


| Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- 


| 44-55)—‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) and ‘Chan | 
f . 
First and will be lucky to hit $5,600 on the 


Wax’ (20th) (2d wk). Headed 
Okay $12,500 in second week. 
| week, sock $23,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 35-44-55- 
65)—‘Boom Town’ (M-G) and ‘Lady 











start of seventh week in hope grosses 
will again hit the upbound. Fifth 
week ended with around $5,700. 

| Holly wood (WB) (2,756: 30-44-55) 
—‘Flowing Gold’ (WB) and ‘Calling 
Husbands’ (WB). Opened dismally 


stanza. Last week, ‘Sea Hawk’ (WB), 
on five-day third week, Okay $4,600. 
Orpheum (B’way) (2,200; 30-44-55) 
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lionaires Prison’ (Col). good $6.200. run at small-seater and it’s a big | houses liable to show nice grosses. | . stanza. Last week, ‘Millionaires in t 
Omaha (Tristates) (2.000: 10-40-55) | help in film’s 3d wk after fortnight | Gracie Fields pic at Princess will get | $10 500 in Okay Denver Prison’ (RKQ), neat $11,000. 240 
—Boom Town’ (M-G) (2d week)./|at Stanley. Looks like $3,300 any- | g00d call. ? State (Loew-F-WC) (2,414: 30-44 tf 
Nice $8,000. Last week, big $13.500.| way, and nobody’s going to com- | Estimates for This Week | —_— 55)—'Great Profile’ (20th) and ‘We £ it 
; State (Goldberg) (900: 10-20-25)— | plaint about that. Last week ‘I Love : Palace (CT) (2,700: 25-49-95 — Denver, Sept. 17 Young’ (M-G) Complete pe shout 7. 
Mortal Storm’ (M-G) and ‘House | You Again’ (M-G), in 4th wk down- Lucky Partners (RKO). Good ‘Boom Town’ is plenty strong in | in downtown sector with meagre “~ 
Across Ray’ (UA), split with ‘Earth- |town, swell at $2,800, giving Loy- $7,000 in sight Last week's repeal ofits second week at the Orpheum 000 best in sight. Last week ‘rir. 
hound’ (20th) and ‘Phantom Raiders’ | Powell] co-starrer around $46,000 on | ‘Love Again” (M-G) caine through ‘want Divorce’ started strongly at ham Young’ (20th ) at upped admis- 
(M-G). Fair $1.400 Last week, | the first-run. with nice $5,500. wii = . the Denham, and may stay two | sions, $14,000, disappointing i 
Tom Brown’ (RKO) and ‘Sing.| Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— |, Capitol (CT) (2.700; 25-45-55)— | weeks. ‘Stayed for Breakfast’ and United Artista (UA.F.WC 
Nance" (Rep). split with ‘Lucky |‘Kildare Goes Home’ (M-G) and | ‘Drive Night _ (WB) and Calling ‘Lion Has Wings’ are solid at the 44-55-75) — “Br racing Seva (2.100; 1: 
Cisco Kid’ (20th), ‘Ann Windy Pov- | Mickey Rooney in person. Screen’s | Husbands’ (WB). Going strong for Denver. On moveoy . a — —— 4 
lars’ (RKO) and ‘Alias Deacon’ (U), | Andy Hardy jamming WB deluxer to | probable $7,500. Last week. ‘Break- Estimates for This Week $3100. Le gh... m,- ely hit , Slim ‘i 
fair $1,500. |the rafters in house's first stage | fast’ (Col) and Military Academy Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)—'Sea |) ong ‘Pie 3 (20th). one oe fi 
" Town (Goldberg) (1,500: 10-20-25) | show in three months and on_ the | (Col), fair $5,000. . ai Hawk’ (WB). After a week at the esto = ina 1), Okay $4,100. 4 
Passport Alcatraz’ (Col) and] march to a new house record. Can’t| Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— Denver, nice $4,000. Last week ‘Kit Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 44-55-75) ay 
Riders Nowhere’ (Mono), split three | help hitting $36,000, about $1,800 Foreign Correspondent (UA) (3d Carson’ strong with $4,500, after a Brigham Young (20th). Mormon 3 
Ways with ‘Home on Prairie’ (U), | better than previous mark held by | wk). Pacing for good $5,000, after week at the Denver and a world ©Dus on moveover will hit fair $5,- Aa 
‘Cross Country Romance’ (RKO) and | Kay Kyser. In six shows Satdee | nice $7,000 last week. | premiere for one night at six local 600. _Last week, ‘Love Again’ (M-G) 
Rainbow Over Range’ (RKO), trivle, | (14), house played to more than 20,- |, Princess (CT) (2.300; 25-34-50)— | houses. and “Pier 13 (20th), big $8,000. 
a Fugitive Justice’ (WB) and ‘Dr. |000 paid admissions, almost unbeliev- Love, Life’ (Emp-Brit) and Carolina | Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) | hana A i 
rab (Col). Good $1,600. Last |able. Figure is for six days since | Moon (Rep). Should do good $4,000 —Pastor Hall (UA). Fair $2,500. — eT) 
wee Rocky Mt. Ranger’ (Rep), | there’s no flesh here on Sundays and | on Gracie Fields Lov eC. Last week, | Last week Lucky Partners (RKO) | Big $11,000. Last week, broke rece a 
(eons West’ (Rev) and ‘Boys City’ | film on its own that day died. Last | Devil's Island’ (WB) and ‘Sporting | and ‘Millionaires in Prison’ (RKO), | ords, $20,000. ie 
ono), split with ‘Old Caliente’ | week, 2d of ‘Sea Hawk’ (WB), fell | Blood’ (M-G), fair $3,000. _ _ |after a week at the Orpheum, fair Pp ; f 
me?) ‘From City’ (RKO) and|off sharply to $9,000 after $24,000 | Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— | $2,500. ‘wrmmention OMIA ahs aed elon pa ¢ 
.~incho Grande’ (R i 1d lo 1 ‘Daltons Rode’ (U) and ‘Scatterbrain’! Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- c > ts and ‘Mummy’s * 
Orchid’ (ORY end Recta teheear "nenae (WB) (2,000; 25-40)—‘Gold |(U). Outlook good $3,000. Last 40)—‘Rangers of Fortune’ (Par), three Hand’ (U). Nice $4,500. Last week 1 
(20th), fair $1.3 Rush Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Over the| week, h.o. of ‘Pago-Pago’ (UA),/| days on third week, ‘Want Divorce’ A deem | pocceed peter gy eae of 
here ee celica - Dundee (Gold-| Moon’ (UA). ‘Maisie’ seems to Be | Came at $1,800. , _ y| (Par), _ days. Pretty good $5,500 at sa B00 _— aa 
Stan , (950-600-300; 25) — ‘Mortal developing into a lady of minor, but | Cinema de Paris France-Film) | on combo. | Last week — Rangers of | J tialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—Kit 
uy (M-G) and ‘Alias Deacon’| certain b.o. importance, only way | (600; 25-50)—‘Pieges’ (2d wk). Sight-| Fortune’ (Par) strong $7,500. Carson (UA). After week at each A? 
anyeevlit with ‘Earthbound’ (20th) | to account for surprisingly good biz | ing good $1,800, after nice $2,340 last | __ Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— Denver and Aladdin and premiere at 2 
and Phantom Raider’ (M-G). Pretty | this twinner is getting. Should grab | week. ; ‘Stayed for Breakfast (Col) and | six local houses for one night, and a 
en $1,200. Last week. ‘Orchid’ | off around $5,200, very good and bet-| St. Denis (France-Film) (2.300; 25- | ‘Lion Has Wings’ (UA). Strong $10,- | ‘Island of Doomed Men’ (Coal), nice H 
WB) and ‘Kildare’s Case’ (M-G),|ter than that for an average dual. | 34)—‘Conflit’ and ‘A Louer Meuble.’/ 500. Last week ‘Sea Hawk’ (WB), $2,500. Last week ‘Boys from Syra- F 
slit with ‘Women War’ (Rep), | Last week ‘Rhythm River’ (Par) got | Should gross good $4,500. Last week, | sturdy $11,000. |cuse’ (U), after a week at each the : 
watons West’ (Rep) and ‘Ann | $4,800 after $15,000 previous week at ‘Les Conquerants’ and ‘Chantons|; Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 25-35-40) Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Black Dia- 
indy Poplars’ (RKO), good $1,400. ' Penn. ‘Quand Meme’, satisfactory $4,300. —Boom Town’ (M-G) (2d week).| monds’ (U), good at $2,000. 
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ry- Kildare Fine $18,000 in S.F.;—|'s3306, ‘west’ in Linecn’ LUCKer-Baker Swing L.A. Par to Bi i 
- . o | Fe ' 
ee : 3 $3,300, Best in Lincoln LUCKEY-DaKer OWING L.A. Far (0 DIg rq 
- ‘ a Lincoln, Neb., Sept. 17. | is 
‘Boom Town’ is holding over at the | nie 
] 0 orres Nn Nn Lincoln for a second week and, al- | » arr ore a ie 
9 though dropping sharply from the +] 9 9 ) A 
initial week’s take, should still come Hi 
+ = wie average money. Fl ° ¢ | d 9 e Ho j 
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Fey wusaanteanetsce, Sext.27 | Key City Grosses | soins to'sea Hayat ine Stuart OWING GOId ISNT, 1.U.S Firm ‘ 
: Quiet week in Frisco, hot weather Colonial (Monroe-Dent) (750; 10- ‘ 1a 
‘ and final es + Dg CAithough Estimated Total Gross 15 Ew, TF enya verge, | | amemimanes q 
x 0. . Although| mpnig Week.......... ,573, ‘ issouri’ ( ), aa es 
| ik ig somewhat light on matinees,| Thi Wee, -- 210-8570 | Sit ‘Taw. Texas (Col) and ‘Last| Broadway Grosses | Los Angeles, Sept. 17. it 
: starting Rew (Based on 25 cities, 175 thea- : | , bri i , t 
; ‘Foreign Correspondent’ will do okay} | hiefly first runs, includin Alarm’ (Mono). Fair $800. Last | About the only bright spot in town + 
4 for United Artists. Third week of N.Y) teyty Uns, 9 | week, second runs. |on current stanza is the Paramount, =] 
Poem ut Warhelds “| ‘Total Grose Same Week 808 10-25-35.4590 acon Tower | “ERs Weekes oe seonase | hich Js pling up close to $81,000 ; 
clickin ° re ee ee a a chet te ee aig | with binati . i 4 Kf 
: Stunt of the week was pulled by Last Year.... eoccees $1,637,200 (M-G) (2d wk). Appears en route | (Based on 12 theatres) pe pth ra cea tee ee ee & 
i Golden Gate with ‘Lucky Partners’ (Based on 27 cities, 179 theatres) to average $3,000, after very good) ‘otal Gross Same Week featuring Bonnie Bak rng . 
j ag, in which couples matched num- — first week at $5,200. | Last Year $315,200 thes newsennieers 2 —— et eI stage. if 
4 bers for free admissions. Tied in with Nebraska (Cooper-Paramount) | Prove tee in: oes 2 a ol ae? nee lhe: ing + y, par- Rey 
| Chronicle, it netted not only beau- (1,236; 10-20-28 )—‘Cross Country Ro- | ee sad and Chinese, and ‘Flowin Gold vat eae 
d coup free space but national wire mance’ (RKO) and ‘French Tears’ | > dageas “Waeeae ens Page i. at 1 bs 
j breaks when couple who met at the- (Par), split with ‘Watefront’ (WB) | ‘ ’ “nee sate te Sma oy ree 
j atre decided to make their sudden and ‘Gold Rush Maisie’ (M-G). Good B 0) 0 Mi ¢ 4) 000 Light of Western Stars’ st Gene. qd 
iendshi ermanen an go TT 500, Last week, ‘Gir ; . 4] ab. 
—? Pp PI SBURGH and ‘Way Flesh’ (Par), split with | 9 9 ; a doing little better than average . : 
‘Tom Brown’ (RKO) and ‘Love, | : ; . nef 
5 Eetimntes Soe pony en a Honor’ (U), average $2,100. arn a ee onehy _ Part. ih 
Fox (F-WC) (5,000; ad ‘Kildare Stuart (Cooper-Paramount) (1,884; 2 we. ay Anon Pantages, with ; 
| ‘Wyoming’  (M-G)_ an cour rbe 10-28-44)—‘Sea Hawk’ (WB). Doing | ‘Pride. Pocledinn sone ee rene, and ; 
Home’ (M-G). Beery plus popularity $4,100, very nice. Last week, ‘Dance, Pride, Prejudice,’ at the Hawaii and Big) fs 
of Kildare series pushing this to $18,- Girl’ (RKO) poor $2,000 in five days. Four Star, respectively. ‘Brigham Se 
000, excellent. Last week (2d), ‘Sea Variety a Dent-Westland) bong Fhe meg Mig - moveover to : 
Hawk’ (WB), fine $10,000. (1,017; 10-20-28) — ‘Gangs Chicago’ eA e, but weak at the United ¥ 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- ittsburgh. Sept. 17 (Rep) and ‘Haunted House’ (Mono). | ; : : AK 
55)-—'Lucky Partners’ (RKO) (2d Pitts Urgh, SOps. 24. Fairly good $1,900. Last week, ‘God’s | Paramount is holding ‘Divorce’ for % 
wk). Aided by ‘lucky partner’ ex- (Best Exploitation: Stanley) Country’ (Rep) and ‘Peppers Trou- | second week, but bolstering it with i 
ploitation stunt which culminated in| | Deluge of new house records is | 52> (Co1), slow $1,600. | ‘Argentine Nights’ (Par) and replac- it 
wedding for a ‘Folies Bergere’ dancer, og, a8 = ~— ae of a| Varsity’ (L. L. Dent-Westland) Boston, Sept. 17. | ing Tucker orch with the Merry ike 
Rorger-Colman flick will do close to | SU en. n i ee ? ce) Boom (1,100; 10-28-44)—‘Doctor Wife’ (Col). ‘Boom Town’ is packing ’em in at acs. 2 i "i 
$10,500. Last week, healthy $18,500. | Town's’ new mark at Penn comes | word’ of mouth very good and may | y,oew’s two stands, the Orpheum and | stimates for This Week Hy 
(F&M) (2,440; 35-40-50) | Mickey Rooney in person this week | a4 good $3,300. Last week, ‘Torrid | Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024: 18 
‘heauoie Nights’ (U) and ‘Leather | t®, Stanley to heel rf yee Zone’ (WB), not so good $2,500. — - — we for a gt | 30-44-55)—'Great Profile’ (20th) and ne 
-_ . ~,.| into the groun y at least a gran z ‘Hire ife’ strong at the Keith | ‘We Are Y . m abe 
Pushers we. — —— — $8,500 |and maybe more. WB deluxer’s run- ’ Memorial. . | opus outdrawing ‘ts yy ie 
yee nd k “Lad  ceatine! (Col) and | Ming five and six shows daily and . Otherwise, biz is quiet, marking | dater, but at $9,000 is no en ad ne 
ine ntels Tem yed? (U), good $7,000. | Oly abundance of kids, at lower time for national American Legion | Last week, ‘Brigham Young’ (20th), aii 
pon cl pe ane) (2.740: 35 40-50) prices, keeping spot from going sky convention here next week. | single billed at advanced prices, dis- 4 
a al , ca Ps - A 1 ° a ointi , ’ Ba fe, 
—‘Want Divorce’ (Par) and ‘River's! Overflow is keeping entire down- ago Pigg ag be | pone ind gall , a 
End’ (WB). Only $9,000 anticipated town sector happy, with biz shoot- | Boston (RKO) (3,200; 28-39-44-55) | —F] A. A ,800; 30-44-55) nt 
is, same as last week's ‘Public | ; k verywhere —‘Laughing at Danger’ (Mono) and owing Gold’ (WB) and ‘Calling Lg 
for this, A ing into upper brackets every . > oe - : Husbands’ (WB 
Deb’ (20th) and ‘Wax Museum’ (20th). | #76, of ‘Boom Town’ at Penn great, 9 Stage to Chino’ (RKO), with six acts |“ isvanes ). After three weeks OF 
St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-40-| ‘He stayed for Breakfast’ giving Al- 6 i ae ein ee currently and’ ain, Sra Spins "i 
wal Hawk’ (WB). Moveover|vin best take in some time, and x n engeance Of ot wy , in signt. ee | 
ee eee iving this solo satisfactory | sticks. Even Warner’s dual of ‘Gold i t. 17 Deep’ (Fine Arts) (ist run), three |Last week. five days of third, ‘Sea yf 
a Oe et week, ‘Rhythm. River’ |Rush Maisie’ and ‘Over the Moon’ Baltimore. cP here, | Gays. Headed for pale $6,500. Last | Hawk’ (WB), very good $4,700. ay 
$5,000. Last week, Rhythm | i bbi am te ae ‘S Steady lay all around here. week, ‘Margie’ (U), with Glen Miller Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 30-44 AG 
(Par) —_ bees S500 Country’ (Rep), wen pry bg pe Se eee. See ‘Brigham Young,’ at the ~—, is = on stage (65¢ top) ‘smash $27,500 55)—'Pride Prejudice’ (M-G) (th i 
as expected a UU. ; a tracting a consistent day and nig ; : igi rk). : - P ee 
United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- pont ay Rash ts pr hin a= — trade, pointing to a most satisfactory ae yee le 25 | pmarg cd bedi Pan anegeh | —_ kane gle Pe Ai. 
ayy eee aie Cosetees Museum’ and ‘Girl from Avenue A.’ | Ssure. Ra ha ae: Fi a Puddlestone’ (Rep). Fair $4,000 gait. god, being replaced (25) by ‘Foreign i) 
(UA). Evenings & e | Stanley, of course, had a natural to Ramparts , “x t |Last week, ‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G) | CO!Tespondent’ (UA). Last week ¢ 
play. Will do around $11,000, fine. | iit te Ande teete 3 n, | Parade of Radio Stars’ on the stage | nd ‘Public Deb’ (20th). $4,000 (4th), $3,800, fair F 
Last week, ‘Pago Pago’ ve) (20 | ad rf a... pve a eee of the combo Hipp. Rest holding 4 ~ ot a lh satel - > - hele (Gan) (1300: Gest. j 
j . y ; . s j e e ,907; - on , , -$1.10- 
a own beggar 50-65) | ine ,the tieup offers. | Everybody ede | 39-44-55)—‘Hired Wife’ (U) and ‘Men | $1-65)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (6th wk). Biz By 
+ anaes wn’ (M.G) (3d. wk). | Wanted an in and management could | Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 28- | Against Sky’ (RKO). Aiming at very | €48!n8 off to $5,000 on sixth stanza, but 
Gree $13,000 on the way for third | have had everything in town for the | 3969) Boom Town’ (M-G)' (3d | good $18,000 with prospect of hold- | house is launching big campaign for i 
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British Studio Workers to Seek 
Closed Shop From Producers 








London, Sepi. 3. | 

Closed shop for studio workers | 
will be made a motion for tabling by 
National Assn. of Kinema Employes 
at annual meet of Trades Union 
Congress in October. George O’Brien, 
labor rep for picture workers, an- 
nouncing move, stated union has 
earned this gesture from producer 
groups in view of labor’s help in re- 
cent industry crises arising out of 
war developments. 


Decision probably hies from fold 
of Producers Assn. here recently, 
when group shuttered its activities | 
as result of breaRaway by independ- | 
ents for their own committee. Studio | 
unions had negotiated a collective 
pact with the Assn., terminating end | 
of this year. Any continuance of 
labor’s wage and conditions deal 
must now be handled through indi- 
vidual producers, 


Cine Technicians group under 
George Elvin is also concerned in 
these workers’ dealings. Along with 
O’Brien a joint union block will be 
formed to keep producers and stu- 
dios in line. Elvin is already in con- 
tact with Ealing Studios outfit and 
the Gaumont-British organization at 
Shepherd’s Bush. 

Fold of Producers Assn. was 0oc- 
casion of a peeve burst from Chair- 
man Richard Norton, when signify- 


ing his regret at ‘disintegration’ of- 


an apparently powerful unit in pic- 
ture industry. Citing lack of con- 
sistency among members as respon- 
sible for the breakdown, Norton saw 


independent committee as sacrificing 


the group in order to get their own | 
It is expected laboratory units 


way. 
will follow the producers and install 
their own organization. 





British Fiim Theatres 
Used As Smokescreen 
Aid In Nazi Air Raids 


London, Sept. 3. 

British cinemas’ part in war effort 
is to go beyond merely keeping the 
folks entertained. At least, it’s so in 
industrial areas, for which a new 
government scheme has lined up pic- 
ture theatres for creation of smoke 
screens over important warwork dis- 
tricts where enemy air raids are 
likely to be directed. Central heat- 
ing plants are to be treated for pro- 
moting an immediate pall with news 
of air activity. In most cases, move 
will necessitate overhaul of furnaces 
since local sanitary laws have seen 
to the creation of special equipment 
designed to reduce soot and haze. 

More and more is the picture pal- 
ace coming in for attention—some- 
times the wrong kind. 
don raids have seen cinemas as the 
direct victims of bombing: their 
square, flat roofs apparently indicat- 
ing some target of military or indus- 
trial importance. Exhibs early in 
the raid scare were seeking some of- 
ficial advice on the need for deter- 
mining some effective camouflage for 
cinema roofs, but move was side- 
tracked pending actual experience. 
They’ve had it. 


PRATCHETT TO REPORT 








ON ANTI-BLOCKBOOKING 





A. L. Pratchett, Paramount’s Cen- 
tral American manager, who arrived 
in New York this week from an in- 
spection trip of his territory, will 
make a formal report on the status 
of the anti-blockbooking decree in 
Cuba sometime this week. 

Prachett was delegate to check on 
the situation for the whole industry. 


Joe Fisher, Ward Wing’s 
Far East Film Outfit 


Hollywood, Sept. 17. 

New film company to produce pic- 
tures in Singapore, Malaya and the 
East Indies is being formed here by 
Joe Fisher, owner of a theatre cir- 
cuit in those parts. Plan is to make 
a minimum of four features in two 
years. ? 

Associated with Fisher as pro- 
ducer-director is Ward Wing, who 
has made several pictures in Malaya. 
One of them was ‘Samorang,’ re- 
leased in the U.S. by United Artists. 








» 
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More Nazi Bars on U.S. Pix 


Washington, Sept. 17. 
Exhibition of American films in 
Belgium and Northern France has 
been banned by the German military 
authorities in keeping with the pro- 


gram of shutting off outside infor- 
mation to the occupied districts. 

Report to the Commerce Depart- 
ment from Brussels says the Nazi 
decree includes cities of Calais, Dun- 
kirk, Boulogne, Lille, Douai, Cambrai 
and Valenciennes, and the situation 
in Belgium now is identical with that 
in Germany proper. 


BRITISH EXPAND 
PROPAGANDA 
DISTRIB 


London, Sept. 3. 














Recent Lon- | 


Appointment of Robert Weait to 
distribution duties on Ministry of In- 
formation’s film product foreshadows 
immediate government activity in 
the export field. Weait was released 


|by Associated British for the post, 
producers’ move in formation of an | 


functioning with latter as export 
, Sales chief, 
MOI has until now confined its 
new move is planned as part of drive 
,to get British propaganda shorts on 
| far-flung screens, 
| It is not unlikely MOI bid will see 
| its export machinery on films used as 
| base for use by independent British 
|feature product with cessation of 
|war. Since government virtually 
controls film biz through the quota 
setup, pictures are thus of national 
concern and are assuming added im- 
‘portance nowadays as a source of 
| foreign coin-getting. Already plans 
have been sketched in for film prod- 
uct to be handled as part of various 
commodities handled by Board of 
Trade in an export drive. A special 
film section was grafted onto the 
BOT setup. Feature producers here 
view the possibilities as being of con- 
siderable worth, 


Rosita dela Plata’s Death 
In Buenos Aires Recalls 
Her So. Amer. Popularity 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 17. 

More attention than has been 
given any other figure in the South 
American entertainment world in 
recent years was displayed here re- 
cently in notices on the death of 
Mrs. Frank Brown, known profes- 
sionally as Rosita de la Plata. 

Brown, 82, is an English-born 
circus man long resident here. He 
and his wife have been perhaps, the 
best known foreign performers to 
come to South America. He was 
impresario and comic No. 1 until his 
retirement in 1924 and his wife had 
an equestrian act which was a high- 
light of Brown’s shows for years. 
Their joint career, covering every 
corner of the globe, was featured in 
the local press despite the crush 
of cabinet crises and war news. It 
provided proof of an axiom oft- 
repeated by showmen here — once 
you click in South America, you’re 
good for a long time. 

Born Rosalie Robba in Berlin, 
|Mrs. Brown started her circus 
career there when she was nine. A 
'year later she was taken to Bar- 
|celona, where she did a tight-rope 
land trapeze act. A Russian royal 
couple admired her and offered to 
,adopt her, but she pleaded to re- 
main with the circus. Many U. S. 
showfolk came to know her when, 
after starring at Covent Garden, 
London, before Queen Victoria, she 
was signed by Barnum & Bailey and 
toured the U. S. She began to leave 
the most agile of her acts in 1899 
when she was married. But she 
kept going until 1913 on trick horses 
and tight-rope dancing. 





| 











 aitilasi Cons.-Col. in Product Deal 
Cape Town, Aug. 17. 

Contract has been signed by Afri- 

can Consolidated Theatres and Co- 

lumbia for the latter’s entire output. 





overseas activities to newsreel clips; | 


ANTI-NAZI PICTURE 
RECALLED BY SOVIET 


Auckland, N. Z., Aug. 28. 

After running the Russian-made, 
anti-Nazi pic, ‘Professor Mamlock,’ 
‘over the Fuller loop for some time, 
'Sir Ben Fuller attempted to make a 
‘deal with pic's agent for additional 
playdates. 

Agent informed Fuller that as 
Russia and Germany were linked in 
'a trade agreement, the pic had been 
' recalled and no other deal could be 
made for Australia. 


EXPORT PLAN 














Suggestion that a central export 
organization for all major U. S. com- 
panies might be set up to handle 
business of American distributors in 
Europe is discredited by foreign 
chiefs. There also was talk of this 
‘expediency’ two years ago but 
nothing came of it. A main export 
unit for all companies has been tried 
in the past and always found a 
failure. 

Fifteen years ago, Paramount, 
UFA and Metro went together in one 
outfit, known as Parufamet, to dis- 
tribute in Germany, but it did not 
work out too well. Previous to that 
First National (Warner Bros.), 
Famous Players 


distributing for much of Europe. 
That unit died quickly. 


companies before it established its 





tem. Generally acknowledged that 


‘planation for the present foreign 
| setup of its own. 

| Foreign executives point out that 
'there would be no particular ad- 
vantage for such a main export or- 
| ganization presently. 


| 


French Films Available 


For U.S. Arty Theatres 











| While arty theatres in U. S. are 
jlaunching their fall seasons with a 
|swing towards Latin-American pro- 


ductions, there still will be plenty of | 


|French-made films available for 
| showing, at least in the early part of 
be season. Both foreign-language 
| Picture distributors and exhibitors 


| Showing the foreign makes desc. ibe | 


| the new season as one of transition, 


| 


| when French-made productions will 
| be exhibited along with Spanish lan- 


'guagers. Also, it will likely test | 
|the Latin-American vehicles. 
| There are virtually no new 


| French-produced pictures coming in 


from Europe but foreign-language | 
distribs claim there is plenty French- 


made product, either already bought 
or available for purchase, in this 
country. 
became too hot in France. 
stance, Julien Duvivier’s 
‘They Were Five,’ 
Gabin, has opened in the New Eng- 
land territory with a run at the 
Fine Arts, Boston. 


For in- 
picture, 





Bans Circuses 
Mexico City, Sept. 17. 


| Ambulant circuses and such stroll- | 
ing entertainers as fire eaters and 
| acrobats have lost a highly profitable | 


pitch here as the civic fathers have 


banned them from the downtown | 
belt. 
| This action is to relieve traffic 


congestion. 





DISCREDITED 





(Paramount) and | 
Metro established Fanamet to handle | 


present world-wide distribution sys- | Goes to Platisbure’ and 


this was unsatisfactory and is the ex- | 





Despite Productions Luil 


| tion. 


It came over before things | 





Prepa 








ble. Up to last weekend, however, 
there were 15 features on major lots 
in various stages between merely 
being mulled over and being in 
cans. There were, in addition, one 
five-reel documentary, four two-reel 
Technicolor shorts and one single- 
reeler ready for release. 


Warner Bros. easily leads 
patriotism list with five features 
either definitely on its schedule or 
being considered and four shorts 
completed. Evidence of the effort to 
get the pictures out speedily is the 
shift in James Cagney’s schedule to 
permit him to appear in ‘The Tanks 
Are Coming,’ to be filmed at Fort 


Knox, Ky. Cagney was originally 
slated to star next in ‘One Sun- 
day Afternoon,’ which has _ been 


pushed back. 


Metro has three pictures on its 
card which have decided prepared- 
ness ideas or may be converted into 
those channels. Only one, ‘Flight 
Command,’ dealing with naval air 
training, is actually in the making. 
Paramount- has one feature before 
the cameras, ‘I Wanted Wings,’ an- 
other in the _ probability stage, 


‘Caught in the Draft’ (Bob Hope), | 


and is about to release a five-reel 
documentary ‘World in Flames,’ pre- 
pared by its newsreel. 


‘Ramparts’ the Frankest 


RKO and 20th-Fox each have two 
features on the preparedness theme. 
RKO’s, ‘The Ramparts We Watch,’ 
made by March of Time, probably 
frankest of all films in calling for 
America to get ready, is already on 
release. Other RKO entry is only 


RKO distributed through other 2 possibility for incorporating this 
| theme. 


It’s Orson Welles’ ‘Citizen 
Fox has ‘Yankee Doodle 
‘Sergeant 
Sam Dreben’ on its slate. ‘Dreben’ 
deals with the last war but, like 
WB’s ‘Sergeant York,’ will probably 
get an injection of current-day 
feeling. 

United Artists has Charles Chap- 
lin’s ‘The Great Dictator,’ which by 
savage Satirical slashes at the axis 
will no doubt drum up preparedness 
enthusiasm. Already in release by 
UA is ‘Foreign Correspondent’ 


Kane.’ 


(Wanger) which, while not in itself | 


a cry for defense, winds up with 


redness Cycle 


ontinued from page 3 


the | 


~ 


William Anthony McGuire at the 
time of his death for production by 
Darryl F, Zanuck, 





Paramount 
‘Caught in the Draft.’ Comedy 
concerning conscription, probably 


with Bob Hope in the top role if jt 
,is made. Still on the maybe list 
however. : 

‘World in Flames.’ Five-ree] docy. 
mentary compiled by Par newsree] 
from its clips and with a special end. 
ing and special commentary. Now 
ready for release. 

‘I Wanted Wings.’ Story of the 
air force being filmed at Randolph 
Field, Va. now. With Ray Milland 
William Holden, Wayne Morris, 
|Brian Donlevy. Arthur Hornblow, 
Jr., producing. 

Metro 

‘Flight Commane.” Concerns naval 
air training. Now in production with 
Robert Taylor, Ruth Hussey and 
Walter Pidgeon starred. Original 
by Comm. Harvey S. Haislip and 
John Sutherland. 

‘Combat Car.’ Deals with mech- 
| anization of the army. Story by 
|Lawrence Kimble will star Wallace 





Beery. 

‘Dawn's Early Light.’ Story by 
Dorothy Thompson and Fritz Kort- 
ner on Revolutionary War patriotism, 
which will probably be tied up with 
present-day situation. 

RKO Radio 

‘The Ramparts We Watch.” March 
of Time’s first feature, now in re- 
|lease. Makes a strong call for pre- 
| paredness, 
| ‘Citizen Kane.’ Orson Welles’ pic- 
ture, it may have national defense 
| angles included. 


United Artists 
‘The Great Dictator’ (Chaplin), 
Whole synopsis not yet revealed, but 
in its satiric way this pic will no 
|doubt bring up necessity of pre- 
/paredness and defense. 
Columbia 
; ‘Our National Defense.’ One-reel 
|short on Army, Navy and Marines, 
Went into release Aug. 30. 











Heinie’s Band 


Continued from page 3 














a strong plea to the U. S. to ‘ring | 


its lights with steel.’ 

List of pictures with preparedness 
and conscription angles follows. A 
few of these are actually in produc- 
Most, however, are in 
scripting stage, while others 
merely being mulled and may never 
see a camera lens. 


Warner Bros. 


‘The Tanks are Coming.’ 
Cagney will star. 


James 


the 
are | 


hour from 11:45 to 12:45 noon, but 
the ballyhoo blurbs are so numer- 
ous that they follow every number 
played; in fact, it often happens that 
two separate plugs for different ad- 
vertisers are sandwiched in together 
between numbers. 

Type of comedy interjected by 
Heinie in his program is illustrated 
by a bit that followed ‘Uncle Sam 





Previous assign- | 


Needs Men’ in a recent broadcast: 
‘Yes, Uncle Sam needs men,’ said 


ment, ‘One Sunday Afternoon,’ post- | Heinie, ‘but he don’t want musicians. 


poned to allow this to shoot first. | 


Will be made at Ft. Knox, Ky. 


In fact one of the boys applied for a 


| job in the band, but they told him 
‘The Cavalry Rides Again,’ writ- | 


‘Uncle Sam _ needs. shooters, not 


ten by WB player Ronald Reagan, | tooters.’ 


who will also star in it. 
done on it yet. 


“You're in the Army Now.” Orig- 
inal comedy contrived by Jerry 
Wald and Richard Macaulay. Deals 


with timid clerks and bookkeepers 


No work | 
| the studio audience, before which 


Which brought a loud guffaw from 


Heinie generally works, as well as 
from the bandsmen_ themselves. 
This particular audience included 
the Ladies’ Auxiliary of the Mil- 


who become hardboiled officers giv- | waukee Turnverein, an athletic as 


|ing orders to their former bosses. |  & 
starring Jean | Warners own this but it is still on|the finish of the broadcast Heinie 


\their yes-and-no list for early pro-| thanked them for their presence, 


duction. 


‘Sergeant York.’ Story of World 
War I hero now being written. An- 


gles pertaining to present situation | 
expected to be inserted. | 


‘50,000 Fliers.’ Based on President 


| Roosevelt’s assertion that the United | 


States will have 50,000 planes. This 


well as social organization, and at 


then got a big laugh as he ad libbed: 

‘And may you all have bigger and 
better muscles.’ 

Not only are Heinie and His Gren- 
adiers a real click on the air and 
in the studio, but all the time they 
can spare away from the station is 
booked solid for months ahead with 
personal appearances at dances, 


| 
| 


| reeler 





B’way Plays 


a Continued from page 1 

| 

| boards at an outlay of between $8,- 
000 and $10,000. ‘ 

| Newest requirements were in- 
| jected by the stagehands, scenic ar- 
| tists and costumers unions. Latter 
| require a member to be contracted 
| for whether the show calls for ordi- 
| nary wearing apparel or not. Musi- 
‘cians insist that an orchestra be 
| placed in the pit if any disc music 
|is used back stage and the stage- 
hands require an extra electrician to 
operate the talking machine. There 
are new rules about the painting of 
flats, with the stagehands putting on 
an extra man who does little ex- 
cept observe. Union says that it 
must reduce unemployment but that 
does not assuage the manager and 
his production headaches, 





| Technicolor short made in coopera- 





| 20th last week for production by Lou 
| Edelman. 


is also on the doubtful schedule. 

‘Service With the Colors.’ 
is Technicolor, dedicated to} 
the Army. Filmed at the Presidio, | | 
San Francisco. Will be preemed in 
Utica, N. Y., shortly. 


‘Young America Flies.’ 


picnics, county fairs, expositions 


Two- | and what not. 





Tax Ruling 


__...- Continued from page 3 _.___4 





Two-reel | 


tion with the Civilian Aeronautics 
Authority detailing civilian pilot 
training. 
‘March On, Marines.” Another in 
the two-reel Technicolor series. Dedi- | 
cated to the U. S. Marines. Filmed 
at the San Diego Marine base. 
‘Meet the Navy.’ Dedicated to the 
fieet. 


vious years is sufficient to trans- 
mute the present contract, even in 
part, into one resulting in the dis- 
position of capital assets, assuming 
that unpublished or uncopyrighted 
musical and literary works can be 
considered as such.’ 
Review of the circumstances dis- 
| closed that during 1935 RKO paid 
Twentieth-Fox | Berlin $150,000 for his work in con- 
‘Yankee Doodle Goes to Platts- | nection with the two Astaire-Rogers 
burg.’ Original by Delmar Daves’ hits. The tunesmith reported to the 
and Robert Hopkins, purchased by | Government that this represented 
receipts from ‘saje’ of music rights, 
Script now being pre-| deducting $25,414 as ‘cost’ and fig- 
pared. Deals with preparedness via| uring his actual ‘capital gain’ was 
business men’s training camp oper- | only $102,758. Board remarked that 
ated at Plattsburg, N. Y. | three of five numbers for ‘Top Hat’ 
‘Sergeant Sam Dreben.’ Story of,and five of those in ‘Follow the 
a hero of the World War, which will/ Fleet’ were either leftovers from 
bring in angles on present situation.! previous shows or adaptations of 
Latter was being screenplayed by’ earlier melodies, 
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Broadway Cheers 
“RANGERS OF FORTUNE”’ 


Hardboiled Broadway crowds go over: 
board on Paramount's newest hit. Read 
these quotes from N. Y. Paramount pres! 
view audience: “A riot of fun!” “Not a dull 
moment!” ‘Funniest I've seen in a long 
time!” “Albert Dekker steals the picture!” 





Greenwich Village Cheers 
““RANGERS OF FORTUNE’ 


Hard-to-please sophisticates of Village 
ravé at Loew's Sheridan Square preview: 
“Enjoyed every moment. Hope there will 
be sequels!” “Superb. Utterly different!” 


“Rousing entertainment. A great p.cture!”” 


“Unexpected twists make excellent enter- 


tainment!” 
C2 





Kansas City Cheers 
“RANGERS OF FORTUNE” 


The heart of America gives its heart to 2 
hit. We quote from Newman Theatre pre- 
view audience comments; ‘Best yet!” “So 
real I completely forgot my hay fever!” 

“Swellelegant!”” “Wonderful!” *‘Great. J 
liked the fast-moving plot!” 





Hollywood Cheers 
“RANGERS OF FORTUNE” 


The lads who tell America what pictures 
to see say: “Ranges from beliy-laughs to 
belly-guns with never a let-down in enter- 
tainment. Should mean a fortune!” —Jimmy 
Fidier. “‘A rip-snortin’ western!”"—L. A, 
Times. ‘Fast, furious film fare!"—L. A. 
Herald Express. “Preview audience enjoyed 
themselves and howled!”—L. A. News. “If 
it isn’t a hit, there’s no such thing as a pre- 
diction of box office success!"—L. A. Citis 
zen News. 





Trade Papers Cheer 
“RANGERS OF FORTUNE” 


The boys who know pictures best say: 
“Hits the jackpot of popuiar preference 
Western melodrama at its best''’---Daily 
Variety. “Superwestern on a larger scale 
with bigger names. Brilliant box office per- 
formance!” —M. P. Daily. “Chalk up an- 
other corking show for Paramount. Top 
entertainment.’’—M. P. Herald. “‘Lusty ad- 
venturous western of topnotch rating. Will 
hit profitable biz!” —Variety. 


Mz Ss 
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Searvatie Cheers 
“RANGERS OF FORTUNE” 
Starlet BETTY BREWER 
‘You'll love Betty Brewer!”—L. A. Herald 
Express. “Betty Brewer cinch star material!” 


—Hollywood Reporier. “Betty Brewer a ju- 
venile natural!”"—L. A. Times. 
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new kind of western . Su Real ee 
life characters in a real life | 
drama of the American frontier 
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Paramount Presents 


RANGERS OF) 
FORTUNE ty 


Fred MacMurray - Patricia Morison 


Albert Dekker: Gilber: Roland-Joseph {| f i 
Schildkraut » Dick Foran ° Betty Brewer 7>#ae7 4) | 
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STRIKE UP THE BAND 


(MUSICAL) 
Hollywood, Sept. 13. 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Arthur | 
Freed production, Stars Mickey Rooney, 
Juty Garland; features Paul Whiteman or- 
chestra, June Preisser, William Tracy, 
Larry Nunn. Directed by Busby Berkeley. 
Original screenplay by John Monks, Jr., 
and Fred Finklehoffe; eonges, Arthur Freed, 
Roger Edens, George and Ira Gershwin; mu- 
sicol director, Georgie Stoll; camera, Ray 
June; editor, Men Lewis. reviewed at 
Westwood Villazwe, Sept, 12, ‘40. Kunning 
time, 119 MINS. 


weminy COmRerG..«ccscaceees Mickey Rooney 
nee De tcc ecasteri wees Judy Garland 
Paul Whiteman. ovetnauuwes By Himecif 
Barbara Frances Morgan.....June Preisser 
yg ily | is .. | Sarre a William Tracy 
WHEEO MOO WOET. oe cccvcccvoss Larry Nunn 
CC eer ; ..Margaret Early 
Derm, GCOMOGR. 000 ccccccecesd Ann Shoemaker 
: oe | ee Seance bouka Francis Pierlot 
Mrs. May Holden......... Virginia HBrissac 
ee MINS os Soo 4 0400eees ..George Lessey 

~  * SePPrrerrr tie Enid Bennett 
SS ae eT Howard Hickman 
oS ere Sarah Edwards, 
Se, Bons sscvccekeannest Milton Kibbee 
Mrs. Brewster... 


ieee Helen Jerome Lddy 

‘Strike Up the Band’ is Metro's 
successor to ‘Babes in Arms,’ with 
Mickey Rooney, assisted by major 
trouping on the part of Judy Gar- 
land, dominating every minute of the 
extended running time. Picture is 
overall smacko entertamment in 
tune with present audience require- 
ments, and will roll up top grosses 
and catch extended runs generally. 

It’s a filmusical in every sense of 
the word, with Paul Whiteman giv- 
ing strong support to the ensemble. 
There are several super-elaborate 
production numbers that hit the peak 
of lavishness in both investiture and 
large ensembles. There’s a neat ad- 
mixture of musical numbers, both 
instrumental and vocal; plenty of 


youthful effervescence throughout— | 


and Mickey Rooney teamed with 
Judy Garland in a wealth of effective 
entertainment, 

Of minor importance to the gen- 
eral result is a lengthy finale num- 
ber that does little more than dazzle 
with its elaborateness of productilon, 
and overfootage in the satirical 
staging of an old-time meller. After 
the preview, studio execs huddled to 
cut the latter sequence to a mini- 
mum, which will drop at least seven 
or eight minutes from the running 
time. The story, also, provides too 


cut in on the romance of Rooney and 
Miss Garland. Most prominent in 
the supporting cast are William 
Tracy, Larry Nunn, Ann Shoemaker, 


Francis Pierlot and Margaret Early. | 


Walt. 


CHRISTMAS IN JULY 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
Paramount release of Paul Jones produc- 
Stars Dick Powell, Ellen Drew; 
Raymond Walburn, William 
avest, Ernest Truex, Directed by 
Sturges. Original screenplay by 
Sturges: camera, Victor Milner; 
Elisworth Hoagland; asst. director, George 
‘Link’ ‘Cempleton, 





tion, 


Preston 





This is the second combined writ- 
er-producer effort of Preston Sturges 


following his initial dual chore on | 


‘Great McGinty.’ A mildly divert- 
ing programmer, ‘Christmas in July’ 
lacks both the overall spontaneity 
and entertainment impress of 
Sturges’ first picture, and will hit 
ordinary biz in those key runs that 
run it through as a top dualer or 
solo attraction. At best, it’s an aver- 
age programmer lacking lustré in 
both marquee values and top en- 
tertainment factors. 

Sturges’ original script details the 
adventures of a young romantic pair 
| living on the East Side and hoping 
| tor the day when fortune will smile 
| broadly enough for them to get 

hitched. Boy is victim of office 


joke that advises he won $25,000 in | 


|a slogan contest, even though the 
jury is still fighting over the win- 
ner. But he collects the check and 
proceeds to run up a heavy charge 
account before cashing the win- 


fea-| 
Dem- 
Preston | 


editor, | 


Previewed at Westwood | 





much sideline incident to the main| "ings, Plays Santa Claus to every- 
theme, and only the expert trouping|°€ om the block, including his 
of Rooney and Miss Garland in these | Sweetheart, and then is presented 
weak spots prevents the picture from | With the payoff that it’s a phoney. 
Tosing attention. . 
Story details the enthusiastic mu-_| final selection sees his slogan the 
sical talents of Rooney, who con-| ultimate winner. 
verts the highschool band into a| Picture has its moments of com- 


swing orchestra, and then aims for: edy and interest, but these are in- | 


a spot on the Paul Whiteman scholas- | terspersed too frequently by obvi- 
tic band broadcast. Kids stage a;ous and boresome episodes that 
dance and show to raise transporta- | swing too much to the talkie side. 
tion coin, but then Whiteman and! There are flashes of the by-play and 
his aggregation arrive in the town) incidental intimate touches. dis- 
to play for a private party. Rooney played by Sturges in his first pic- 
and his crew move in on the White- | ture, but not enough to bridge over 
man instruments to get attention) the tedious episodes. 
from the maestro. Résultant trip to Dick Powell progresses as a 
Chicago naturally results in contest | straight lead without benefit of vo- 
winning for the Rooney aggregation. | calizing, providing a dominating 
The attention-arresting abilities of performance as the slogan award 
Rooney are again forcibly demon- | victim. Ellen Drew is decorative as 
strated here. Young star is a socko the romantic interest, while Ray- 
personality, timing every movement’! mond Walburn, William Demarest, 
for most effective reaction. In ad- Ernest Truex and Harry Hayden 


dition to a standout performance, he provide effective support. Walt. 
sings, dances and plays both piano sieadeandsia 


and drums in talented style. 
Despite the overall dominance of 
Rooney, Miss Garland catches major 


Money and the Woman 


attention for her all-around achieve- Warner Bros, release of First National 
ments. She’s right there with Rooney protection, Feutees omrey Loan. Beanén 
in much of the story as his mentor-| pryor. Directed by William K gel 
ing girl friend, teams with him in the} stcury by James M. Cain; ser*enplay., Rob 
production numbers for both songs | «rt Pressnell; dialog director, Hugh Cun 
and dances, and rings the bell with ’P8S; Ciera, lL. William O'Coane!l; ¢« 


At Fox, Srooktyn, week 


tor, Frank Magee. 
Running time, 80 


several songs sold to the utmost. Sept. 12, °40, dualed. 


Although George and Ira Gersh- | MINS. 
ware ‘ee Up the Bond” asl | Sete Sei +o nsesessse: rong Me dor 
Roger Edens’ ‘Our Love Affair’ are See ee me tad 
only song numbers credited, several Miss Church...... Lecehbousende vee Breton 
old-timers are inserted along the | *- ereLsss< ssh teeeeeeeneem are ig toc 
way, best being a parody by Miss iaiet. nine thie tag Winn 
Garland of ‘I Ain’t Got Nobody.’| Mr. Rollins...........e.e000- Henry Kolker 
‘Band,’ which is now one of UCLA'S | Dyer........cceeseeeeeeeees William Gould 
college songs, is used for the finale. Bi Clerk .200000 000) LWilliam Marshall 


‘Our Love Affair’ is a slick senti-| Bank Teller. ahadrtpnmie = ites Astin 
menal tune that will catch pop favor | Secretary..........e0.00: ....-Mildred Coles 
and has good chances of getting in Jennie 
the top song brackets. ee 
Outstanding production number is 
a conga played by the school band 
and danced by a large student en- 
semble, with Rooney and Miss Gar- 


peeeeseess- Sandra Stephenson 
TYIPTTTTT TT ... Willie Best 


‘Money and the Woman’ doubt- 
lessly read satisfactorily in the script 
Also this probably was an okay story 


- : . when James M. Cain turned it out. 

¢ g ve 6 4 Yr oh- 
— ee ee ——. But somewhere along the line, the 
: = Suet SF y, presen plot went askew. Result is a mild 


utmost showmanship, and a clickeroo 
of top rating. In contrast. a novel 
and ingenious little production num- 


‘B’ film, for the dual spots. 
Peculiar thing about this picture is 


: : that it is full of good players. That 
lh ae ; only Boma and a the audience never becomes deeply 
rarland participating—is one Of the engrossed in what they do until all 
most original sequences ever de- 


interest is lost in the welter of de- 
velopments appears due to direction 
and scripting. Some _  miscasting 
further handicaps everything. 


vised for pictures. In bragging to 
Judy how he will arrange and lead 
the band for the contest. Rooney sets 
out the contents of a fruit dish on| Original premise of the savings 
the table and starts his imaginary | gepartment teller in a city bank jug- 
direction, The various pieces of fruit | gling his accounts, becoming so sick 
dissolve into small puppet musicians, | an operation is necessary and _ his 
playing their respective instruments | wife attempting to square things 
in proper tempo. Episode Is an out-| promises intriguing developments. 
standing example of imaginative en- | That promise is never fulfilled. First, 
tertainment. the story waxes technical about how 

Direction by Busby Berkeley the discrepancies in the books are 
deftly carries through the story side.'to be squared. And finally the cul- 
despite script deficiencies, but he is| prit emerges (just out of the hos- 
in his element in the staging of the pital) as a first-rate bank holdup 
production and musical sequences.| who shoots his way to safety. By 
Photography of Ray June is in tune that time, most interest is lost in 
with the elaborate production lay-| what happens to any of the char- 
out. | acters. 

Paul Whiteman appears effectively; There is a phoney romance, ardu- 
in several scenes towards the end,! ously developed, between the bank 
and the maestro really hits his stride vice-president and the crooked tell- 
on the bandstand for the start of the | er’s wife. Then at the last moment, 
final number. Blonde and persuasive the erudite blonde bookkeeper is 
June Preisser is brought in again as} disclosed as the absconder’s sweet- 
the mischievous flirt who attempts to, heart. Telling plot facts were there 


| But after the disallusionment, the | 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Strike Up the Band’ (M-G). 
Mickey Rooney, Judy Garland 
and Paul Whiteman headline 
topflight filmusical. 

‘Christmas in July’ (Par). 
Average light programmer pro- 
vides mild amusement. 

‘Money and the Woman’ (WB). 
Capable cast fails to save this 
crook-romance from only fair 
twin-bill rating. 

‘Margie’ (U). 





Hokum comedy 


Village, Sept. 13, °40. Running time, 66 | _ : 
MINS. | tying together familiar routines. 
Jimmy MacDonald........+.++- Dick i Dual supporting programmer for 
Betty Camper .ccccovesseceevececs Ellen Drew ’ . Remas — 

Mr. Maxford.....seees- Raymond Walburn | the family and juve houses. 

Mr. Schindel...ccccccssecsed Alexander Carr | ‘Laddie’ (RKO). Gene Strat- 
Mr. Bildocker.......--e¢. William Demarest | : tal tor 
Die,  Feawtee es 4 sic vs Kannctas Ernest Truex | ton- Porter sentimenta story 
Radio Anpouncer....... Franklin Pangborn still good for the rural au- 
Mr. Wateevery...cceccececess Harry Hayden . . ™ 
Dick... ccccessssesevcveccseceses Rod Cameron | diences. Dual filler otherwise. 
yi SECT eT CPT Peer ere Michael Morris | ‘Dreaming Out Loud’ (RKO). 
2, RP reer ...»»Harry Rosenthal | . 

Mrs, MacDonald......ceeeess Georgia Caine} Lum and Abner, radio team, 
Mrs. Schwartz Seerececcveccees Ferike Boros make their film debut in a B- 
Mr. Schenidt.....cccre eeoeces Torben Meyer ‘ 

Mr. Zimmerman...........-: Julius Tannen} minus, : 
ae eee eee Alan Bridge ‘.:M ’ 
Mrs. CaeGFcccse. erccesosccces Lucille Ward Five Little Peppers in Trouble 
DRAIN 5 6 oink skeesessoe ss Kay Stewart (Col). Weakest in the Pepper 
Davenola Salestnan.......seeeees Vic Potel 


series, and will do correspond- 
| ingly at the b.o. 

‘Haunted House’ (Mono). Mild 
| thriller mystery, primed for the 
moppet trade. 

‘Thundering Frontier’ (Col). 
Charles Starrett western slowed 
to a walk by too much singing 
instead of action. 

‘Under Texas Skies’ 
Under standard for the 
Mesquiteer’ series, 

‘After Mein Kampf’ (Crystal). 
Weak propaganda against Hit- 


(Rep). 
‘Three 


lerism. 
‘Pretty or Piain They All Get 
Married’ (Italian). Excellent 


Italian-produced farce, but lim- 
ited appeal for U. S. 








but many of them were juggled as 
badly as the teller’s figures. 
Jeffrey Lynn, as the bank execu- 





| tive who falls in love with the theft- | 


ling teller’s wife, adds little to -his 


| previous laurels despite a forthright | 


performance. He’s handed too many 
implausible lines and _ situations. 
|Brenda Marshall, as the wife, like- 
wise portrays an unflattering char- 


edy end, and _ provides 


Hodges. Two new tunes, 
With Me’ and ‘When Banana Blos- 
sorns Bloom,’ are comedy numbers of 
minor importance. 
Brown and Miss Grey handle the 
two leads in satisfactory style, with 
Auer’s major comedic importance 





ling attention with a role that gives 
lher little to do beyond singing one 
song. 


with everything in a muddle—Andy 
Devine dashes in as 


|cuse me, I guess I'm in the wrong 
picture.’ Walt. 


LADDIE 


Hollywood, Sept. 13. 
RKO release of Cliff Reid production, 
Features Tim Holt, Virginia Gilmore, Di- 
rected by Jack Hively. Screenplay by Bert 
Granet and Jerry Cady From novel by 
Gene Stratton-Porter; comera, Harry Wild; 


editor, George Hively reviewed at Am- 
bassador, L. A., Sept. 12, "40. Running 
time, 69 MINS. 

RS <n oon tdae eee ae ..Tim Holt 
Ph caéeesveeverns . Virginia Gilmore 
TS ees TTT TT eee eT .. Joan Carroll 


Spring Byington 
Robert Barrat 


Mrs, Stanton... 
Mr. Stanton... 


PGES TISUEEs ccc cccseces ...Rand Brooks 


Be, PORE. conccabscones e ...Mary Forbes 
SE. DONUT. vote wexwsccccees Peter Cushing 

This is the third picturization of 
Gene Stratton-Poriter’s 
charine sentimentality and lily-white 
romance down on the farm. Despite 
its dated background and old-fash- 
ioned and simple story-telling tech- 
nique, picture still retains sufficient 
hominess in its leisurely unfolding 
to be acceptable fare for hinterland 
|}audiences. Slated as dual filler in 
the cities, picture still has good 
chance with aid of Mrs. Porter's 
name for selling purposes, to provide 
| profitable biz in the rural sectors. 


the only one doing solo for the com- | of the cast. Only exception, 
a broad 
characterization of the Latin planter. 
Title song, ‘Margie,’ an oldie, is one tune, the title song by Sam Cos. 
woven into the plot as the original | low, one of the producers, and it’s a 
composition of Brown, which is final- 
ly peddled for publication by Joy 
‘Oh_Fly | 


; backed up by antics of the support. | 
| Joy Hodges catches more than pass- | 


Surprise finish is injected when— 


gun-shooting | 
cowboy, stops cold and declares, *Ex- | 


Mr. Prye@f..coses nec e ea Miles Mander 
Rridgette....05... Fsther Dale 
Leon — .. Sammy McKim 
ree Pee i ...Joan Brode! | 
are ..Martha O'Driscoll 


tale of sac- 


; : COE perhaps 
| is Phil Harris, who isn’t seen enough 
to get hurt. Miss Langford sings only 


| nice little ballad. Camera work is on 
par with everything else. Scho. 





Five Little Peppers in 
Trouble 








Columbia production and release Fea. 
tures Edith Fellows, Dorothy Ann Seege 
Dorothy Peterson, Pierre Watkin Direc ted 
by Charles Barton. Story, Margaret Sig. 

iney; screenplay, Harry Rebuas camera 
Benjamin Kline; editor, Robert Punt Re- 
viewed at Variety, Lincoln, dua! funning 

| time: 63 MINS, 
Ee ee ere ee oe eee Edith Fe llows 

| PRPORBIO. cvcacceccecess Dorothy ' Seese 
ee ee Dorothy l’+tersen 
> Sees: cad 60056406600s88 Pierre Watkin 
PO cs ivccnkdntso+eseenseee Ronald Sinelair 
sas inwanshetentss eeee Ch Peck 
POT sso b6 0 04006 0000004866060% Tomn Bond 
PE atekhen cee votes SVEN ORDO Boll larson 
See eee ee ee .. Rex Evang 
Ti, a bee se eeesbues Kathleen Howard 
Mra, Lanedowine. ...cccccscecs Mary Currier 
Dn Be Sk chee vacnes ....- Velen Brown 
Pe acctacerasceesseovees Betty Jane Graham 
tO TTETTT TULLE e Te T Shirle Mills 
Pt tickbstebes ieee s Shirley Jean Rickert 
Pe sbaeeehaetwemocepesdiceed Antonio Oland 
POGET .ccces ve TVCrT,. CV TURTT Rita Quigley 

Even the ‘Peppers in Trouble’ 
can’t be interesting, and this film 
continues the screen’s most drab 
family in a very weak story. At this 





| juncture in the lives of the Margaret 
|Sidney book characters they go 
| Horatio Algerish and run up avainst 
that corniest of obstacle-building-— 
| poor folks snubbed by the rich. 
Once fireball Edith Fellows con- 
itinues to become more soggy ‘In 
| Trouble,’ and in situations where she 
| would once have clawed out a couple 
|of eyes, she turns that other cheek 
|and lets herself be sawed down by a 
bunch of cats in a juve boarding 
school. Although she may set ex- 
{ample for mothers in the audience 
‘to point to for purposes of deport- 
{ment, she’d do much better if the 
script provided her with action to 
| root for. Dorothy Ann Seese, a Pep- 
per-pic development, is the nearest 
‘to an attention fastener in the whole 
family. She draws the best lines, 
the best stunts, and is a cute kid 
| blonde. 
| To dodge Ronald Sinclair's being 
— through court action by his 
}aunt, all the kids are bundled off to 


‘Laddie’ is a simple tale of the|a fashionable 
loves and everyday lives 


boarding school to 
of two!|freeze the aunt out. Young femme 
families in a farming community.| kittens bare their dislike for the 
'Tim Holt falls in Jove with the|bumpkin Peppers immediately and 
daughter of a newly-arrived Eng-/| Edith Fellows is put to the butt of 


}acter, and not too well. John Litel, | lishman, who purchased the adjoin- 
thoroughly capable throughout, is|ing farm. Despite antagonistic at- 
| sidetracked into a minor part. Lee/|titude of the Britisher, the romance 
Patrick makes much of the blonde/| proceeds until objections are over- 
| sweetheart role though her identity | come. 
j}and love for the crooked bank teller; Little 
lis stupidly concealed. Audience is|chievous. sister who _ ingeniously 
| left to guess why she’s always parad-|keeps the romance moving, -does 
ing before the camera. Roger Pryor! much to hold interest in the tale 
is effectual as the love-stricken ab-} with her unaccountable antics. 
| sconder., In support are Henry} Youngster delivers a slick perform- 
O'Neill, Henry Kolker (both mis-; ance that indicates possibilities for 
cast), ‘Big Boy’ Williams, William|feature buildup as a child name. 
Gould and Willie Best. Wear. Holt brings vigor to the title role, 
—_——_—_—_——_ while Virginia Gilmore is competent 
as the English girl Miles 
Robert Barrat, Spring Byington and 
Rand Brooks are most prominent in 
support. Direction by Jack Hively 
|} neatly paces the sentimental yarn, 
injecting sufficient comedy sidelights 
y Otis Garrett and | for an overall good job. Walt. 
Screenplay by Erna | 7 
, ‘ Darling and Paul Gerard | 
Smith: original, Lazarus and Darling; cam- 





Joan Carroll, as the mis- 





MARGIE 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. 


Universal release of Joseph G. 
production Directed by 
Paul Gerard Smith. 
. . 





Sanford 


Lazarus, W. Scott 






eTa, Stanley Cortez; editor, Ted Kent; 
songs, Charles Previn, Paul Gerard Smith, | : 
‘on Conrad, J Russell tobinson, Benny | : (ONE SONG) 
davis, Sam Lerner Previewed at RKO| _F lio release of Jack Votion, Sam 
Hillstreet, T.. A., Sept. 11, '40. Running | 9° xO) production, Stars Lum and 
time. 58% MINS, Abner; features Frances Langford, Frank | 
| Crave tohs Wats P Karrie ric 
Rret / wens raven Bobs atson F’} Harr Di 
~ ae : coeeccorcecsccecececseces 7 ee rected by Harold Youne Screenplay Ly 
Gomez beta pean Datei caietls M dora pid Howard J. Green, Barr Trivers and Rob- 
ae 2 eee LOS ee Se SES ORS <owrc uer lj ert D. Andrews; story by 1 ers and Ans 
CNAUNCEY.cooescccesrsecvecs Edgar Kennedy | gaws: editor. Oito ILudwie me rh 
DE vdaahoeeh buvadatobee &% Allen Jenkins | nanan title : te sex nal ho, 
: : : } Tannura; titl song, Sal slow, e- | 
i PEE PLC Tee Cee eer Eddie ee viewed in Projection Room, N. Y., Sept 
, edits Pee pe eee Paes ee eRey Wb yond Hodges 13, ‘40. Running time, SL MINS. 
eevee . eee eeeee . 0 oages y 
= A lum... nae vaves eta ee auck 
Mr, DixOn.......ssesseseveces Richard Lane | 4 pne; Nor - G 4 
Mr W hite Gore Emmett Voran Alice ** eee eee ee ee meses s t vee : 
Miss Walters. .......ceees Pauline Haddon |p, walter Burnes rani eo = 
Waiter . Se i ke eee David Oliver hed t A ones = 1K "ett 
Mr. Leffingwell........sseeees Frank Paylen Wes Stillman eae irvi ty E. ieee 
be. COMMWON oi. s kcckcaesenéas john Sheehan | jeccica Spence sdaten a ' “ 
cobs Horstenwalder.... ....- Effie Parnell | Dr Sanneth Racmem R 4 “Wile x 
rere ti a ace ce ' xa lt e eee Oo cox 
Det ex ve hed --Hora Ralph ee | Will Danielson Donald Briggs 
. a sx eye's | Galeb Wehunt to cenzie 
Mr s. Gypsum-Weed....... Aileen Carlyle | ta a Neto eee gms = nae 
Treaty at .Edward McWade | prae Lou cahdeeuai ..*" Shetia, Ohelien 
EtHridge......eeeeeeseeeeees -Gene Collins | yy, hingt aise ally vel ; Bs y . "ar. 
asningto ecoecsecsevece y srown, r. 


This is another in the series Uni- 
versal is wrapping up around for- 


Abner, a radio team with a large 
mer pop song titles in the lighter | family following, is strictly B-minus 
vein. Picture is a crazy-quilt of ho- in every department, not excluding 

a the thespic efforts of the stars. It’s 
kum and screwball situations, with!a hick story that will make small- 
little attempt at credulity in the |towners angry at Hollywood for dis- | 


torting their way of life 
poorly written and 
dirt-road opry. 

| Story, in fact, looks as though it 
came off the cuff. First they planted 
Lum and Abner as a couple of old 


in such a 


story—primarily constructed to pro- 
poorly directed 


vide a diverting hour as supporting 
feature in the duals. 

Tipoff to the broad strokes of com- 
edy injected—much of it of familiar 





texture—is provided in the cast set- | Country storekeepers, and from there | 


up which includes several comics of ,°% It appears as though each se- 
|featured status. Unreeled at a con- | quence was shot as somebody 
'sistently zippy pace, picture will am- thought of one. That they didn’t 
ply serve as support for the family | think very hard is evident from the 
land juve trade. | staleness_ of the ideas; it’s a con- 
| Picture is tagged to basic excuse | 8!omeration of everything that’s ever 
|of two married kids, Tom Brown and | been done about a small town—the 
| Nan Grey, he with ambitions to be a| village drunk, loafer, poor kid killed 
songwriter, and she typing often to | i hit-and-run villain, boy and 
make the grade as a radio scripter. | 5% nee but hampered by the 
| Following marital spat and separa- | be th et in this case a dame, 
tion, couple are only brought to- | a - “ — eo weal nt storekeepers 
{gether after a series of screwball | — ig igh y Ss problems, 
|episodes, motivated mainly by at- | It's corny to the point where not 
tempts to snag banana-tycoon Mischa even children can take it seriously. 
Auer as sponsor of Miss Grey’s iiter- | It's a concrete example of what's 
ary efforts. | wrens with the boxoffice. 

| Comics come in pairs. There's Ed- Frances Langford and Robert Wil- 
| gar Kennedy and Allen Jenkins as | COX, as the love interest, and Frank 
|piano movers; Eddie Quillan and Craven, as Wilcox’s father, put up a 
| Wally Vernon as a songwriting duo; | valiant battle against the script, but 
a pair of plumbers, and two typical | it’s hopeless. 
cigar-puffing detectives. Auer is' tion are much too unfair 


to the rest 


Mander, | 


DREAMING OUT LOUD 


The screen debut of Lum and} 


| their pranks, eventually building to 
j}the serious incident of draining a 
swimming pool in which some of the 
| kids dive into the unyielding cement 
| bottom. 

| Dorothy Peterson, the mother of 
| the clan, and Pierre Watkin. the rich 
| grandfather, head the list of charac- 
| ter people, Mary Currier and Rex 
Evans getting in some licks. Art, 


j a 


| HAUNTED HOUSE 


Monogram release of William Lackey 
| production Directed by Robert McGowan. 
Features Marcia Mae Jones an: Jackie 
Moran Screenplay, Dorothy Reid from 
|} original by Jack Leonard and Monty Col- 
lins; camera, Harry Neumann: editor, Rus- 
sell Schoengarth At Strand Brooklyn, 
N. Y., dual. opening Sept. 12, '40 Rune 
ning time: 70 MINS, 
Jimmie,...... TEETTTETy Ty Tackie Moran 
| a Marcia M lones 
PE CECT T Tee George eveland 
- & "SRR ae Henry Hall 
I ali aes Sins gate a. ols ~eee- JOHN St, Polis 
Mrs. Henshaw...... Jes Arnold 
i Sree Henry Koqueimore 
JOY ee? seeeen .. Marcelle Ray 
Junior 


hee se Gh040 66 .. Budd Swan 


Since practically all moppets af 
some time or other have fancied 
themselves as detectives under the 
|skin, ‘Haunted House,’ -co-featuring 
| the teen-age Marcia Mae Jones and 
| Jackie Moran, will undoubtedly 
| have its share of adolescent appeal. 


1A yarn that’s built around the fer- 
reting by the two youngsters in 
{order to absolve a friend from a 


murder rap, this Monogram mystery 
has many situations that are obvious 
to the more mature picture-goer, but 
will likely produce some fingernail- 
biting for the impressionable type 
| of juve at whom the film is aimed. 
| For this type of picture, two more 
| engaging youngsters than Miss Jones 
{or Moran couldn’t have been cast. 
| They’re typically highschoolish, and 
make a handsome couple for the 
puppy love that the story suggests 
| with Miss Jones standout as far a@: 
the thesping chores are concerned. 
Yarn revolves around Moran. as 
& newspaper office boy, and. Miss 
| Jones, the publisher’s niece, and the 
| complications that arise when firs! 
they bungle, then ultimately pounce 
upon the solution and the culprit 
responsible for the theft-murder. 


Thundering Frontier 
(WITH SONGS) 


Columbia production and release. 
Charles Starrett; features Iris Meredith 
Directed by Dr. Ross Lederman, Origine 
screenplay, Paul Franklin; camera, Georgé 
Meehan; editor, Arthur Seid: songs. Bob 
Nolan and Tim Spencer. At Central, N.¥ 
Sept. 11, °40; dual. Running time, 55 
MINS, 

Jim Filmore... 


Siars 


cocnscscoesec Cnaries Starrett 


SOUU SONSIND, 5 6-606 60006606 Iris Meredith 
MG PUMOC. . 26 oss ccvescess Raphael Bennet! 
‘Square Deal’ Scottie........../ Alex Callam 
Andrew Belknap........ eos.. Carl Stockdale 
BIRGER, LOOM. c06ckccsnseoes ese. Fred Burns 
oo SER ee 600806S6 806600609 Bob Nolat 
Mac.. Poe eee eee eS Cee ee eee John Tyrrel! 
__ SE 9666000ecs+c cence Warmer 
Carter Filmore..... TITTT TTT Tie Jobn Dilson 





Take a good rousing hoss opera. 
substitute static musical numbers for 





The writing and direc- | 


| slugfests and slow down the gallop- 
ing action to a walk, and you have 


' (Continued on page 16) 
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Wednesday, September 18, 1940 LARIETY 15 oil 
i 
| 
a 

| because good news 

is welcome news... 

and good advertising is always wel- 

come because it contains that rare | 
power which can best be described 


in the one phrase: “stop...look...listen 
and BUY?” And the Big 3 in Theatre 
| Advertising is GOOD ADVERTIS- 
ING...the Best Sellers in this Business! 7 


a AEE 





NATIONAL Gece’ SERVICE + ADVERTISING ACCESSORIES, inc. 
~ NATIONAL Geveet ACCESSORIES 



























































































































































16 PICTU 
: RES 
Kl 
()¢ } ed 
. ne 
“For information of theatr N¢ M CH sday, September 18, 191 
all the A ‘e and film exch i 0 
merican distributi ange book 
. reviews as Prvraghoy re natn ag pee ty presents a compl . 7. 
ow. Be Tae-—Roviewse 5 COPYRIGHT, 910, BY. and the ech . a pe chart of feature rel l lm R " 
» elodrama;: ie Variety , BY VARIETY, IN ing time of pri V period. Date eases of | e D 
omedy; CD—C Key to T NC, ALL RI prints are includ of S 
= tea omedy-Drama; Tepe Abbreviations GHTS RESERVED ed.) Th Continnst ben 8 a 
F . — estern; D—Dra ° u ° age 14 2 
RELEASE =. TITLE AND COMPA en rama; RD—Romantle re. T.—_Running Time ndering Frontier side the Bryant 
’ NY MR Rite usical footage i nt, N. Y ae 
7/19/40 T cieeibenaienni | Columbia's ‘T ge in the pic + some of 
eae 8/7 MIL aan TALE === | tepid outdoo hundering Frontier’— out of German} ture ‘was smuggled 
9/18 ITARY AC NT inte r meller with r’—a | indicated any. Althoug ggled 
TAT BAUnTeS aa hn oe cory a R.T. |55 ae Probably 15 of ay A portions =e are the nde isn’t 
— . s is icture’s | t wa s . on 
6/26 CAROLINA RE YOUNG (M-G) D FPKelly-B. Jordan | Sones, wae arg eB petuee’s | ee tik of onye nothing shown = 
/ CROSS (Re : . M. Jones- ~—_ , but have enough to anyone's li m wo 
7/3 M COUNTR p) cD L.T s-J. Moran 66 story ¥ nothing to d * as smuggle ‘ s life or f rth 
: ARYL Y ROMA . Turner-J, S and, since they’ o with the | obvi past the Nazi reedo 
7/17 SO AND (20th NCE (RK w G.A - Shelton-G, L 79 | cowboys j hey're su iously medi azis. It's m 
SOUTH O ) 0) RD . Autry-S. Bu . Lockhart vboys just loll a ung as the oie as ae U's all 
| EH ERRR Regie BAR 3 soe Sf Spay i leat Majority of the, foot 
726) ecient ns G DAN (U) D Vv. Brennan-F. Gelade 66 an iy « it’s no coincid enacted sc wsreel clips — = 
26 4 <4” Ghee ee LIVE (WB) w V. MeLagion-P. ames Joyce 90 oe a weet ay the | and a Sees ot a fas re- 
—__ —__ --——-- . M, trown- -Jon r e ti seas $ rto » ist , 
i, Buy ar nae Seay ano bY aetaary tater eaaet "ty. [acme rd Ate | tack comment ogne suppving'tie | 
GOLD TY (M ——— estic ani nding vari fil mmentar ; it sou 
6/2 .D RUSH ono c P —— moni nimals_ whi rious | film. Mi y runs through the 
i Geeta OFS) 2 tice [ice saint, Mr ie et ac poy 
7/17 M O CHIN Cc A.S s 66 | such oesn't waste its ti cut- | the subject ch to be said cn 
ILLIO Oo (RKO R . Sothern-L softy pursui e its time fil , sO much said 
— 7/17 Yo NAIRES I ) DR. Mi . Bowman-V 63 They’ rsuits. Not : on m could ch that ce Pe 
" U’RE N PRISO? lland-P. . Weidle y’re so busy hij lot a bit of i do say so elo a skilful 
8/2/40 | 87 Lavy ‘Nor'so'Touait (u) WG. Orien-V. Vale eter $3 | ply trains & payroll, dynemiti not ct: | Kampi?” might leac auentiy. “But 
- : fe -L. ains and - iting s m0 that’ . lead r Mei 
7/10 PRID IN QUESTION M Dead mtd L. Hayes-V. Val 51 eous citi shooting up th sup at's all the : one to beli in 
8/28 GO E AND PREJ (Col) Pt s< nd Kids—N. G e 63 ch itizenry, they h p the right- Hitleris re is to be sai elieve 
LDEN UDICE aces Steen rey ance to d y hardly h t ism. Even said agai 
E SEAR S (Par) RD . Aherne-R. Ha ——__—— wn's ginmill guzzling in the | the ure is so all subject of 
QUEEN AIDER (Par G. Garson-L yworth-G, Ford ‘hal That’s th ' e moment that -compellin 
7/17 TH OF DEST ) M R.D . Olivier-M 78 Th e tipoff showing i the first g at 
) E MA INY (RK D . Denning-J. C . Boland e heroes on the pict ving in New Y few days’ 
7/24 RAN N I MAR 0) H. Wil . Cagney-R. 117. {Se are a b picture, continuo ork dr ays 
NGER RIED (2 RD A. coxon-C Paige outs and the villai unch of Boy | /£ us capacity- ew alm 
a ee 14 SO AND TH 0th) A. . Landis-O 69 tootin’ e villai 0 a film y-plus at ost 
at UTH T E LADY RD . Neagle-A. W . Stevens in’, tobac ins are rooti of m such as thi attendan 
8/9/40 —_——_—_—— O KARANG (Rep) J. Bennett albrook 76 for n co-chewin’ v ; in’- business s can Uo th ice. 
ai, San GROen® BE A (U) Ww  R.Ro -F, Lederer ps Bove good. Since armints out | Madison Sq a good one w at kind 
a” os seceee caves (Ce RD ©. Bickford-J. Craig-L. De i on te tees interesting Iot, 9c wee “te 
/ DOOMED AGAIN (M-G M aretmaniiapnnenent raig-L. Desti 9 cowhand v mera pauses for a bit ars Prett ; 
poceee to Pe Gee ) B. Bennett-F. Brigh “ 59 |toad ocalizing, the it of y or Plai 
61 an oe me) cD W.P . Bright — nad stop, It's 60h helped, comes n, The 
NE CROW ORRORS (M M . Powell-M, Lo 62 by Charle s not helped, eit y All 
GIRL DED NIGHT one) B. Karloff-M y-F. McHugh hero s Starrett, the s ither, Get M . 
7/10 ST FROM AVE (RKO) ML. Ban . Reynolds . who never reall e stalwart | (‘ arried 
; REET NUE A ( M ‘¢ ks-L. Pal the des eally slu (‘Belle oO 
a OF MEMO 20th) B. Sewar almer-G. Mal 47° | con peradoes, but gs any of Brutte Si 
Hee ee cB Peer commer seater oe hatter thd | vwratian-mapey, 
SING RACUSE - McGuire-L -K. Aldrid mouths his li astardly bro’ od- | Seinatt Any nea: of Atlas F 
8/28 RIVE! DANCE, PL (U) DV. Mat . Roberts se 71 it s his lines as if rother, and | Meinat!. @. F nies: Sonia tant 
ER’S END ENTY HO MU - Mature-L. Plat 7 aste. if he had a b eee L. De Jenis, mb 
8/ 16 40 ND (WB) T (Rep) A, Jones-M att-B. Cabot 1 Iri a brown | Gent o L. Bragagl ura Nicci, D erto 
/ 8/28 MU R. . Raye-J. Pe 84 ris Meredith i Gentilome; camer ila, Story. by Jiacomo 
8/21 ee DURANGO KID M D brie! gy Downs-B vaine 72 the heroine; oS peere enough as see — N. Y. sents Athertalli. At 
8/21 LAUGHING AT DAN (MG Ww ; Morgan-E. Eari-V. Jory. 72 | gives the’ Villain and Alex. Call S| Fedee woos. —_. +6, "40. “Running 
8/14 CO ING AT D -G) C. Sta - 69 ives the action a ex Calla SNE ceusoevnstcenaeatt Umb 
f MIN’ ANGER cD rrett-L. W his def a helpful gm | Marcella...s-+++s0re- 2" ‘mberto Mein 
9/4 ST ROUND (Mono) .. & alters — eft perfor nudge with Va ee a bee Giuseppe P ati 
, RANG THE MOU M yres-R, Joh the-sce ormance as th " appa ak tg ete pe Perelli 
7/24 RA ER ON T NTAIN (P F. Da nson-V. G o4 nes origi e behind Uncle M a NRE ..Maria D 
MPAR HIRD FL (Par) Cc rro-J. Hod - Grey work. P nator of all nd- | Au ee. aS. coapee anes Jenis 
8/14 RE TS WE OOR (RK B. Bur ges-G. Hust : hotogr ra the dirt awe Arr ra Nucci 
; TURN WATCH 0) D ns-U. Merk uston chance ‘raphy miss y | Mikuele Ddieauess mando Magli 
8/28 FO OF FRA (RKO) P. Lor el-P. 61 c es for vivid LD 9 4) oy eee - lo Magliari 
REIGN NK JAME D re-J. McGui Barrett in the d vivi scenic eff yo ann meres eseeet ees G ina Renzi 
6/12 AL CORRE S (26th) March of uire-M. Ta 62 ynamitin effects and tae uglielmo S$ 
L THI SPONDEN D of Time . Tallichet 6 repeats g of the w he A” thecal Pett eatinn Pann 
8/23/40 S, HEAVEN T (UA) H. Fonda-A production 7 jo the same sh —_—cn| .. relina Paoli 
8/14 HE TOO (WB) RD JM -A. Leeds-J. C 85 r maybe that’ ot over and o eee Edda Soligo 
STAYED D B. cCrea-L. Day‘H. Marshall 92 | Anywa the aonere Sock (In Italian; 
MISSING FOR BREA B. Davis-C y“H. Marshall . oa neither of ’ er’s fault ; n; No Engli 
PEOP KFAST pant . Boyer-B. O’Nei 119 al. A em rat .| Possibl glish Titl 
ARIZONA LE (Mo (Col) rs _ . O'Neill oO s any west ates a y the , es) 
FRON no) D M.D uo «(2 od hoss stern fan k comedy t most imposi 
RANG TIER (M ouglas-L - ta operas ar nows, y to come f posing fa 
san Geen ee ono) D W. Fyff . Young-U. 0’ ~~. | tainment, but e surefire e ture, used rom Italy, this fea- 
E GR (Mono Ww . Fyffe-L. Hard - O’Connor dull : dull on nter- | 5 to ope y, this fea- 
8/21 LU EAT McG ) T. Ritte ing-K. W 86 . es are m on ot ee Cia Be the 194( 
. CKY cGINTY W. r-S. And . Walsh erely e Cine R )-41 sea- 
8/14 PIE PARTNER (Par) R. Corri rews-E. Fi a ee Hob guage fil oma. Itali 
R 13 S (RKO c rigan-J. Ki Fd U e |S ates oh ieeebens 
7/24 TH (20th) ) B. Donlevy- ng-L. Walte ND ept. 7, ma se on Brot a 
8/30/40 9/18 E SEA HAWK (WB) > i Rogers-R. Colman-F. Tamiroff 81 tee R TEXAS SKIES os residents MEN Y. astonish 
. QUEEN OF * TROUBLE D E. Gosia dusale a sh ee tree ‘Directed. by of Harry Grey prod + en Re ny BR GR ell go 
8/7 BO OF THE Y (Col) . -B. Marshall-C 67 Davis obert pie Ms gy Sherman. 7. tures It i o America ngue on 
7 OM TOWN UKON (M Cc . Rains et nag a + ee on, Bob Ste ae - It is pack an-made pi 
7/17 Vy WN (M- ono) E. Fellows- 127 pee Burbrid y, Anthony Cok ele. Rufe and situati ed with pic- 
i 21 RUYTHM ON Th (20th) > 6 Fellows-D. Feterson-R. Sinclair 63 based ‘on characters” creataed by cclaeeny: | Italian | ations, and judged “by the 
DANCE THE RIVER cD . Gable-s. Tr editor, Ton ald; camera, Wi by William alian is studd ose understi e 
8, 7 Tr GIRL DAN (Par) Ss. Tem acy-C. Colb 63 Reviewed y Martinelli; liam Nobles; and h ed with 3 > anding 
1EY DRIVE NCE (RKO) c B ple-J. Oakie-C ert 117_—| 32:4 co dens bee oe ie umor. _ It’s | witty dialo 
OKLAH E BY NIGHT . Crosby-M. M -C. Greenwood SS ee ction Rostine Sent ouses cateri topflight f a 
8 28 KI 7 OMA REN ~ (WB) D M, O’H ° artin-B 17 a ny’ Brooke e, 57 MINS .. Sept. patr ing to 5 are for 
T NEGA ara-L . Rathb *Tucs ’ ayer: ° onage, . strict] : 
9/6/40 CARSON (UA) DES (Rep) = a. Raft-A. on See = H “Lullaby Smith.......... -Robert Livingston aan . por it ends one’ Italian 
LIFE WIT . Livingston- n-H. Bogart  sepyyepettatecepeeteel Steele | cernin ypical farcica = 
CHA H HENRY Ww. L. Bari-J R. Hatton-D 93 ~ hada lle tet t e Davis|¢ g the nephe 1 affair con 
8/7 where ll WAX MUSEUM er -J. Hall . Renaldo Sheriff Brooke.......s. ss. Scar’ Sisaaten yh —— a fey Ameri- 
9/4 D ‘TE FROM P (20th) J. Cooper- wa 95 Marsden.........+++. sesbetes Wade B — i alieve he’s o's aol tai toe o 
UP'IN AIR (M GOES HOME (MG) M3. Toler-S. Yung-J. V Bracken oc a se degree and is practicing" doctor's 
' WHO IS ono) ° -G) RD . Holt-M. Mars . Valerie Talbot... sesessveevsveeee¥ Walter Tetley posi , he and hi ; medicine. 
9/4 AR GUILTY? L. Ay rsh Ja Se PM ae Yakim etley ing as his t is friend, Joj 
GENT . . (Mono M J res-L., Bar a <5 7 le Hot tel ali alt a Canutt the u : utor h 7 . ojo, 
8/21 RID INE NIGH ) F. Dar rymore-L PO ea scuped cagetg oa Earle Hod nele’s coin ¢ ave been usi 
E, TEN TS (U) M ro-M. Mo rae ae Guvier dgins | song oin on “ using 
8/28 MEN. NDERFO B. Lyo reland 78 Of , ey Dresden and gambli wine, w 
— N AGAIN OT, RIDE (R MU Ri a-B. Blair 61 the original tri generated ing. Most ls omen, 
ee CALLIN AINST THE SKY ep) Ww itz Bros.-And ed the ‘Thre trio who co : the « when the st laughs are 
9/13/40 ne Via oon G ALL HUSBA (REO) G. Autry-S rews Sisters public seri e Mesquiteers’ i nstitut- | ¢ scene, sus uncle arrives 0 
9/4 H 1G ALL HUSBANDS (WB RD BR. Dix-K. ’ Burnette-J .St 72 |the ries of wes in the Re. | .orces_ his spects hi-jinks | rr 
ji nogaae oo Vine oat pe meme § jet sce ese gs aca ie 
THE APE -G) . EE . Fairbanks-E. True placing, wi rently remai obert | o use a stethos esn't even kno 
E APE (Mo c. G — x 61 | Davis ai with thi ains. Re-|, Ther oscope - 
1: WANT A DIVO! Ww rant-M. Sc —-—- avis and B is film, a | ere are 
9/11 GIRL +. DIVORCE (Par M W. Beery-L. oa — | Skies’ is _— Steele. Under Rufe | borders on B revegevrnty. when th 
; os DREAMING HAVANA (Rey ) D a Karloff ie-A. Seiten be rection Unporvunate in b teen Texas | Sticks to whe yg but olan ag 
28 PUBI SEEING OUT LOUN p R . Blondell-D the stand consequent singel and di- unreels like < arce situati ally i 
9/11 HI LIC DEB No ND (RKO) D dD. O’K ? Powell-G. Di the 7 andard of th y not up to stud ea grand , iy ions. Film 
RED No. 1 (20th Cc eefe-C. C . Dickson second e series ’ io seta. sever parade of Itali: 
a ost - ae eee wae ee Lum and arleton-V 91 Settee Reekes Ee It's for | Other angle several tric talian 
—— ——-— TIME Cc Abner-F . Jory 69 ajor factor i on the du: | Other angles i al trick shots 2 
9/20/40 meee = FOR COME : G. Murphy . Langford : yarn ji or in th lals. studios indicating and 
/ / ——_—_—_—____— MEDY (WB CD R phy-B. Joyce- . 81 pA is the old he loosel : ss gradual! ig that Rome's 
WIZAR ap Penne ) ‘ . Russell-B yce-E, Maxwel . son returni basic —— knit | Americane: ally are gr: me's 
9/18 ST D OF DEA ic Cc J. St . Aherne-R il 70 ae urning ho premise of eate canese __ tecl grabbing off 
RIKE UP ATH (Col) a 4 ewart-R. Ru .Benchley 9 sence to find hi me after a 1 a | Shots smack ennique. S 
THAT GA THE BAND M ————____-_ ssell-C, Rugg! 95 jat the ha d his sheriff-fa ong ab- | Yank + ape loudly of im everal 
NG OF (M-G) B. K ee 98 |s ands of father d “se methods, inc of imitating 
THIEF OF F MINE MU arloff-E. Key ts ton, as ; an assassi : ead | Wise u s, including Ing 
- BAG (Mono) U M.R “= eyes ————— | t as usual, plays ‘s ssin. Livi > unnecessary bz ng an other- 
TRIPLE SDAD(UA M ooney-J. G: he rett : , Plays ‘St ‘ ing- | Gius ry bathtub s er 
9/4 COLOR. JUSTICE ) B. Jordan-L.. arland-J. Prei | ti ining son ven te Gf Ente gag Mai ub scene. 
‘OLORADO (RKO) D C : an-L. Gorce .Preisser 115 ons concer n, and the ec ke, | nephew orelli. as t 
YES (Re . Veidt-S 2 y led by n his | omplica- | w, steals t : he scheming 
ee te De nors (20th) 7 > O'Brien-V.Vale el A, ay std Prose oo rustlers labviowh Melnati ood Jaurels — 
RAGTIM {AND (U) oe cD . Rogers-G. Hay up of fri isunderstandi tate ds | domi wry the latter as Jojo, though 
ot ae WERTEENER (UA) ._ te covets. item « ao sheriff (Hens Steele, who, the b cov ged ee acl 
“or _ 9/11 CITy on (UA Ww ‘ n-P,. M 5-H. KrtCaSOn appea y Branc , the | as the 1 romely a oe waar 
9 27/40 ae FOR CONQUES ) J. M. Brow oran-W. F 60 shooti ir, was r andon) mad s the femmr nd fairly effec 
. ANGELS OV NQUEST (WB) Ww G C own-N. O’Da >} ord 65 shooting of Livi esponsible f ade | wastrel i nig lead, the gir ective 
8/7 H zELS OVER B = . Cooper-W y-F. Knight Davis s uivingston’s fé or the | is finall the girl that the 
AUNTED HON ROADWAY (C _D_ J.Ca . Brennan-D hi is supplies s father | Best nally forced to we 
SKY M me IONEYMOON (€ ol) D . gney-A. Sherid ). Davenport is typical rut s a few laughs , foam i possibility ed. 
9/11 RA MURDER (M (M-G) D. Fairb: = an-F. Crave and Stee ibe manne ghs with can films are con as far as A 
ANGERS OF FQ -G) D R anks, Jr.-R. H en 105 | pe eele do as w r. Livingston | 2¢ &@ are concerned, appe mer- 
I'M STILI F FORTUNE M . Montgomery-C . lay worth — tod pected under well as can ~ on | mee ,aura Nucci. as th , appears to 
2 LL ALIVE <4 (Par) R. Johns : Cc. Cummi stances or the li ea be ex- | 0 spent : as the college 
KNEW (RKO D nson-W. Pi mings ces, while : mited circ | fe most eee widow 
8/2 WHAT oa ‘a ) F. M . Pidgeon 99 singing-d: e Lois Rans circum. | student’s’ anar of her t 
8 BRIGHAM aren (RKO) cD F. MacMurray-P. Morison ee ris Ranson, rated 3 Farag aye ie mag ee el bese 
= NG PARADE C. Lau -L. Hayes-R. M yo jdo. E oinaggy Arn this film. h ough she | 2¢ting ability ning her be: gga 
EAST OF IE (U) RD ughton-C organ Even the cz ilm. has litt] Sets ability, eve ; eautv with 
THE RIV T. Pow >. Lombard- her off e camera fai ittle to goshawful m: en overcoming : 
; DRUMS d IVER (W MU wer-L. D W. Gar f to fulles a fails to s ul makeu ming some 
— 9/18 UNDER OF THE D B) D. Durbi arnell-D. J oom est advantage show P. Wea 
INDE - DESER M Durbin-R. C -D. Jagger ae age. Vear. 
10/4, 40 veers Sea5) ee = em) M 4. Garfteld-I, Marshall-M. Ram 12 | AFTER MEIN I ‘ 
DU N’T TAL ait Ww : yR. Byrd 0° amb ; . 
BLE MG one (ten N_A. Mesguiteers-L. Rans me. . aged Reueee aes KAMPF? | mside S. A.’ 
QUART IN’ HOLE (M Cc . E. Brown-F : a 57 13, °40. ‘eet At ‘Brv: of Accociate Cc . ° e 
7 24 VIL ERBACK (P ono) A. Sother . Robinson tunnine time ‘vant N. - a ontinued rr 
tLAI ar) hy ern-I.H es ,. 70 MINS » Sept. va Trom page 
Wanna wnhin PURSUED H CD M. M. Jones-J — Burke Fault commc mga ” | his expenses. S ; be 3__ 
GAY C RAIN (RKO) ER (RKO) C W. Morris-V. D oran propagand nly attributed | with tee >. tories will coi ; 
a ong ae (20th) w > Loluse-R, Cromwell-H. Hert ing which yh clumsy Re Basset edition. age 20 Digest of m; ees 
y : NTIER . Holt-M. O’Dri well-H. H critical analysi g no allowar geon- |G panish prin 
1011/4 KNUTE ROCKN (U) w Cc . O'Driscoll erbert 66 ical analysis owances for | sunther hé . In add 
/ 0 TH KNE—ALI . Romero-S -R. Whitle audiences le S or astute ae ae or! N 1aS an agr addition, 
IRD FING , AMERICAN (W MV. MeLaglen-A’ Na y repelli “Aaieats the SEU eee Ge | orth Americ eement with the 
YOU’RE O ER, LEFT HAN : (WB) D Pp, oO’ vaglen-A. Nagel- Th ing those it ‘ bt purpose by to cable ican Newspaper Alli: ae 
ee OVER BURMA. ( — cp ™M are Page-R. meng Mein Bhat onthe wanes Te | they ne es A sg spot news Bons vary 
LODY AND (Par) Cc Fr. y-M. Dougla iec f’ a flims akes ‘Afte — lions 
~ MO . Darro Ss lece, even msy propag: r| Gunth 
FRONTIER VENG ONLIGHT (Rep) DD. Lamour- is already . oom much te gees | ‘Insid er had planned si 
8/21 an MANY ams take (Rep) cp. iJ. ES eas Nola convince ne by those Pe says | Eurc e U.S.A.’ upon his ~ start an 
AT PR 0) Ww Dz. -J. Frazee-V. ¥ ” blatant — icture is por would ype last spri is return from 
10/18/40 anon Se ave MU L. oak a Maran . Vague thereby and transparently "biased 0g. satire it ge, ag decided to 
; OB 7 N (0 > Z. -m. Carison- henticityv ig an 1aj iased, |. r sever 4 e S.A. 
ESCAPE a (Ca) - cp G. Jean Berta > iughes . enticity or integrity. ol. wee Se Ggured 
H 5 -H. Herbe some tim : e ut tw oe 
9/18 NIGHT TRAIN JULY (Par) D N. on Wilssa i Lee so Wein Wenpt. Mh under the a iemocion aha wid which ‘ane L: m 
LADDIE (RK (20th) cD OD. earer-R. Taylor- . Lee was sli —Mes Cri e title of |S ay be dead atin 
, . . Taylor-N is_ slightly : mes,’ th econd, h duck as news 
SLIGHTLY — M Powell-E. D azimova British revised b e film , he felt th as new>. 
TEMPTED ( iM Leckweedt in M and retitled ‘ y Associat would be unfeasi at starting now 
- Uv) DT. Tolt ood-R. Har y Crimes.’ . Mein K ed : un easible i 
. -S # ris S. ampf— preside te Inasmu 
Cc oH. Folt-S. Byington-V. Gilmo ee Sa ee Se Melvin eee on election may hon : 
- Moran-J. men 69 sla U.S. p Rika eh nde has taken Writer left : 
60 | cordi it ‘After Mein | n and again| ton yes New York 
rdi e n for W - 
ng to th in Kampf?’ yesterday ashing- 
e blurbs diesiaves Ac- from ome” (Tuesday ). He'll fi v 
out- | Mexico. about Saturday bid 








ie es ene 








| Wednesday, September 18, 1910 VARIETY 17 i. 
i oe i 3 
! 


—— 
ere 

he 
es EE eRe pet se Fm abe 
















SAN DIEGO... ‘i 


All-day standees waiting in front of CALIFORNIA THEATRE for VW 
i 
é 


Poet 
ae 
ee: 


solid block bring first day gross to sock figure. Fourth day $300. 


better than opening! 


me ese 1 


6 THEATRES with 12,600 seats played the world premiere perform- a 
ance! DENVER THEATRE broke all house records for first week, ti 
Move-over to ALADDIN skyrocketed to 400°, of average. Engage- ‘i 7 
ment continues in move-over to RIALTO! 


i | 
} = 
eee Hea} 


Opening day beats “My Son, My Son!” at LOEW'S. Second day 
50% over opening and picture still building! 


SEATTLE... 


ORPHEUM. No United Artists picture in past year has touched its 
gross! Opening day 180% of average. Second day $250. bigger 
than opening. Third day $400. bigger than opening. Fourth day 
$1,105. bigger than opening! Unprecedented business brings move- 
over to the MUSIC BOX to continue spectacular run! 


WORCESTER... 


Business at POLI strong. Move-over to ELM STREET for 2nd weekl 


SPRINGFIELD, ILL... H 


Blows the top off LINCOLN THEATRE with an opening 205% of 4 
average. Full page publicity in Springfleld newspapers helped it 
reach this sensational figure! 


PORTLAND, ore. ... 


Opening day at the BROADWAY betters smash box-office take of 
“tron Mask” by 35%! 


SPRINGFIELD, MAss. .. . 


Opens vigorously with receipts building day by day at PALACE! 


SPOKANE... d 


ORPHEUM. Opening week-end 178°, of average. Beats every 
attraction in town by almost two te one! 


150) 


JON HALL: sari 


DANA ANDREWS - WARD BOND 
HAROLD HUBER ° C. HENRY GORDON 
Directed by GEORGE B. SEITZ 
Original Screen play by GEORGE BRUCE 
Based upon a story by Evelyn Wells 


RELEASED THRU UNITED ARTISTS 
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Basil Bros. Add 12th House; Other 
Theatre and Exchange News Items 





Buffalo, Sept. 17. | 

Capitol, 1,000-seat Niagara Falls_ 
nabe, owned and operated for many | 
years by Marvin Atlas, taken over 
by Basil Bros., making 12th house in 
their chain. Harry Pierson, who 
managed the Genesee and LaSalle 
for Basil, appointed manager. 

Walter Leffler, of Shea publicity 
staff, becomes assistant manager 
Shea's Bellevue, Niagara Falls, under 
Harris Lumberg. 

Lou Blumenfeld, former 20th-Fox 
Buffalo office manager and booker, 
is RKO office manager at Cleveland. 

Masque reported purchased by 
Basil Bros. 

Tom Rowe appointed manager of 
E. Mayer’s Community, Solvay. 

James Kelly, former manager 
Hayman’s Cataract, Niagara Falls, 
now managing the Basils’ LaSalle. 

Leo Dowling of the Lyric, Syra- 
cuse, recovering from a serious au- 
tomobile accident. 

Avon, Addison, formerly owned by 
Florence Chism, now being operated 
by Thelma Newman. 

Liberty, new 1,000-seat east side 
mabe, will be ready for opening 
Thanksgiving. according to Basil 
Bros., operators of the house. 





McRae Into Service 


Vancouver, B. C., Sept. 17. 

Ken McRae, manager of the Ker- 
risdale, Vancouver, has left for Eng- 
land, as a lieutenant in the Canadian 
Navy on loan to the Royal Navy. 
Famous Players and Vancouver the- 
atre men gathered at the home of 
Frank Gow, of FP, and presented | 
McRae with a traveling bag. 

Empress, Vancouver, has been de- | 
molished. First curtain went up 32 
years ago on ‘Dorothy Vernon of , 
Haddon Hall.’ 








Mansfield’s Premotion 


Following the announcement of 
promotions at Universal made by 
W. A. Scully, it was further disclosed 
today that Harry I. Mansfield, sales- 
man at Memphis, is being upped to 
the position of manager, filling the 
vacancy created by the transfer of 
branch manager J. A. Prichard to 
Charlotte. 

In New York, J. R. Felder, veteran 


the post of assistant manager left 
open by the promotion ef Max | 
Cohen to the managership of the 
Washinton exchange. 





Cole Reopens House 
New Braunfels, Texas, Sept. 17. 
G. A. Cole has opened his newly 
remodeled Cole theatre here, for- 
merly known as the Rex, and oper- 
ated by Jack Pickens. 
Pickens also operates the Rialto, 





Mulkey’s 30 Years 
Clarendon, Texas, Sept. 17. 
Homer Mulkey, owner of the Cozy | 
and Pastime here, believed to be the | 
oldest film showman in the state hv | 
reason of service. Last month he 
rounded out 29 years and celebrated | 
his 30th anniversary by being host 
2 a barbecue to al] of his bookers. | 
Mulkey’s first house was estab- | 
lished back in 1910 here, and since 





Iscove, who has jeined United 
Artists. 

Crescent, Calgary suburban house, 
new controlled by Gerdon Brewer- 


ton, ef the Brewerton Bros, circuit. 





Ketchum Succeeds Brown 
Glens Falls, N. Y., Sept. 17. 
Paul Ketchum has assumed duties 
as manager of the Paramount, suc- 
eeeding George E. Brown, whe re- 


| signed to accept a position as adver- 


tisme manager of a circuit with 
headquarters in Denver. Ketchum, 


|who has managed the Seneca Falls 


Strand, a unit of the Schine Circuit, 
for the past year, previously worked 
in Rochester and Hamilton theatres 
of the Schine erganization. 


N. €. Theatre Changes 
Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 17. 

Several changes are being made 
on staffs at the three Salisbury thea- 
tres, all members of the North Caro- 
lina Theatres, Inc., chain, according 
to Paul V. Phillips, city manager. 

Jack Jordan, ef the Capitol, goes 
to Columbia, S. C.. as assistant to 
city manager Sam Suggs, of the four 
Palmetto theatres there. A new the- 





|atre is being built at Columbia that 


will give the chain five houses in 
that city. 
Harris Luther, of the staff of Salis- 


then he has kept pace with the in- | bury’s State, takes Jordan’s place at 
dustry. He is a director of The Allied |the Cap. Wilbur Turner also goes 
Theatre Owners of Texas. 'to the Cap staff from the State. 





Bob Wells’ Own House | 
Sumner, Ia., Sept. 17. | 

Bob Wells, teen-age son of Gilley 
Wells, Warner film salesman in the 
Des Moines exchange, has taken over 
the Opera House, motion picture 
theatre here. The house has been 
operated by Hazel Cass since the | 
death of her father, J. F. Cass, sev- | 
eral months ago. | 
Oct. 1 has been set by Julius’| 
Geertz as the opening date of his | 


Zenith, Davenport, after remodeling A 


and air-conditioning. 
The Empress, Danbury, Ia., which | 
has opened and closed here periodic- | 
ally for the last 10 years, opened | 
again. Kenneth Stinogel trying to) 
make it show a profit this time. 
Ted Allen has his Garden theatre, | 
Guthrie Center, Ia. which was| 
damaged by fire two months ago, op- | 
erating weekends now. Remodeling, 
new equipment, including a new 
wood interior, a new canopy and a 
new front, is nearing completion. 
Allen expects to reopen the house 
for regular daily business Sept. 22. 


j 
' 





Geldstone to Toronto 

Calgary, Alta., Sept. 17. 

Mervyn Goldstone, United Artists, | 

Calgary, moved to head office, To- ! 
ronto. 

H. Dunean, Calgary, handling 

prairie distribution for Grand Na- | 





big city exchange man, steps into 


tional in Calgary, replacing es 








New York Theatres 
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THERE'S A BETTER SHOW AT THE 
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GONE WITH 
THE WIND 


GWT W will not be shown except 
at advaneed prices, at heast wetil "41 
For Reservations Call Ci 6-4642 
Alr-Conditioned 


ASTOR S=.t 












THIRD WEEK! 


JAMES ROSALIND 
STEWART RUSSELL 


No Time for Comedy 


A NEW WARNER BROS. HIT 














ALL SEATS RESERVED a LARRY CLINTO oo 

Twice Daily 2:15, 8:15 p. m. -— STRAND ry ed 
Held Over 3rd wk. a 
New York is s ary MUSIC HALL 


Boom Town Breadwey 
Clark Gable @ Spencer Tracy 
Claudette Colbert @ Hedy LaMarr 


“BOOM TOWN” 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
In Person Dr. 1. Q. Ev. Mon. Nite 





“THE RAMPARTS 
WE WATCH" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 





Starts Thurs. Sept. 19 
Greer GARSON 
Laurence 
OLIVIER 
“PRIDE AND 

PREJUDICE” 


Last Times Wed. | 


“SOUTH OF 
PAGO PAGQ” 
In Person 


In Person 


Boreo 
Mary Raye-Nogldi 











HELD OVER 4th WEEK 
Alfred Hitehcock’s Production of 


‘Foreign Correspondent’ 


ARTists RIVOLI 


Deors Open 9:30 A.M. 


Broadwav 


at 49th St. 
MIDNITE SHOWS 











PARAMOUNT ... 











“RANGERS OF In Person 
FORTUNE” JAN RAVITT 
A Parameurt ORC 
Picture with ANDREWS 

Fred MacMurray SISTERS 

Patricia Morises JERRY 
Albert Dekker LESTER 


Midnite Screen Shows 





JUST ANOTHER RIDE 
Hollywood, Sept. 17. 
Tim Holt’s next gallop at RKO is 
‘West of the Big Horn,’ starting this 
week with Bert Gilroy producing 
and Edward Killy as pilot. 
It is the third of Holt’s series of 





six westerns for the 1940-41 program. | 


| RKO press office here. 
fo Ehrlich, now advance man for 


| U. S. Tax Grab 


Everett Jacob goes from the Capitol 
to the State, to fill one of the va- 
eancies there. Francis Luther goes 
from the Capitol to the Victery. 


Mex Cinema’s Facelift 
Mexico City, Sept. 17. 

Mexico’s only direc American- 
operated cinema, the Cine Olimpia 
here, which has been running con- 
tinuously for 20 years, is to close Oct. 
1, for modernization and rejuvena- 
tior along .conservative, lines, an- 
nounces Edmund B. Noonan, the sole 
merican exhibitor in Mexico, man- 
ager of the house. He’s the brother 
of Sally O’Neil and brother-in-law 
of Jack Durant, the comic. Theatre 
reopens early in January. 

The Olimpia was built at a cost of 
$500,000 in 1920 by William E. Jen- 
nings, the Californian who made a 
fortune out of copper mining in this 
land. Caruso gave a performanee at 
the Olimpia in 1921 during his Mexi- 
can tour. The plaque commemorat- 





|ing that event is to be retained. The 


imprevements comprise streamlining 


ithe architecture, but not jazzing it, 
|ripping out the gallery, and putting 
E 


in 2,800 comfortable seats, W. E. 
sound, Century projectors and a bet- 
ter screen. 





Patterson Vice Tucker 
Amarillo, Texas, Sept. 17. 

Fred Patterson promoted to city 
manager here for all Interstate and 
Texas Consolidated Theatres, suc- 
ceeding George Tucker, transferred 
? Albuquerque as city manager 
tnere, 





Dr. Mountague Expanding 
Edinburg, Texas, Sept. 17. 
Dr. J. L. Meuntague has purchased 
the Juarez here and is constructing 
another new house seating 850. 
Elmer R. Seffell, manager for hold- 
ings ef Mountague, has resigned. 





Mansfield’s Spot 
; Boston, Sept. 17. 
Jee Mansfield, formerly co-chief 
of service at the Keith Memorial, 
now assistant to Jack Granara in 
He succeeds 


Imperial Pictures in New England. 














Continued frem pase 4 
| oe. $20,800,779; 1937, $19,740,191; 
1936, $17,112,175. 





Canada Bis Up, Too 
Regina, Sask., Sept. 17. 


| War apparently had little effect | 
on the theatre-going public of Can-| 


ada last year, according te the Do- 
|minion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa, 
'which reported recently that re- 
|ceipts were the highest since 1931. 
Better wheat conditions in the prai- 
| ri€ provinces helped swell the reve- 
nue. 

| Theatre patrons paid a total of 
$34,010,115 for general admission, 
exclusive of amusement taxes, high- 
est since 1931 and up by 1.1% over 
the $33,635,052 in 1938. The number 
of admissions at 138,497,043 was 0.4% 
| higher than the preceding year. 
There .were 1,186 picture theatres 


| in Canada in 1939 and these pre- 


.| sented a total of 676,773 programs. 


_Figures indicate popularity for the 
|double-feature program has _in- 
|creased during recent years in the 
east and declined in the west. 

In addition to the regular picture 
houses there were 107 itinerant ex- 


hibitors in Canada last year and/ 


| these had 
$210,105 


893,921 admissions 
receipts, 


and 
compared with 


|ceipts reported by the 64 exhibitors 
|in 1938. Approximately 60% of the 
| total business of itinerant operators 
is confined to the three Prairie Prov- 
inees. 

British Columbia continued to oc- 


tainment with an average of $4.83. 


a 











out of the picture, members might 
be more inclined to look with favor 
on an AFL tieup. Some members 
believe that with AFL backing, edi- 
tors would be able to secure a much 
higher minimum wage than the cur- 
rent $100 per week. 

Watchmen, police, firemen, etc. are 
other groups to be organized. Biair 
has been pledged the suppert of 
every group now in the AFL. With 
the exception of the Screen Actors 
Guild, every AFL studio craft sent 
representatives to a meeting with 
pledges to support Blair in his new 
job as Hollywood organizer for the 
AFL. 

Blair in accepting the appointment 
said ‘Our drive will not stop until 
we see included in the main title of 
every picture made in Hollywood 
the credit ‘Made 100% by AFL 
workers.’ In outlining the campaign, 
Blair said: 

‘The ideal conditions which exist 
in this industry thus far are due to 
the efforts and the sweat of the AFL. 
During the struggles of the Federa- 
tion to achieve what it has already 
done in Hollywood, various inde- 
pendent organizations have sprung 
up. 

‘These independent organizations 
have used all the laws, all the bene- 
fits which the workers of the AFL 
have established. They have ac- 
cepted the charity of AFL to their 
own advantage. Now, there is no 
reason why these independent 
groups and others cannot pay the 
small dues of the AFL to carry on 
the campaign to obtain and main- 
tain these advantages. 


Seek Only Peace and Harmony 


‘We do not intend to bring strug- 
gle and strife into the industry; we 
only want. peace and harmony. If 
unfortunately, we get inte a strug- 
gle, we are sorry.’ 

Frank Carothers, secretary of the 
Motion Picture International’s Com- 
mittee on the Basic Studio Labor 
Agreement, promised 160% support 
to Blair and his AFL drive. In add- 
ition, Carothers disclosed that ef- 
forts are now being made to have 
producers place their skilled work- 
ers on an annual guaranteed wage. 
He said that unless this was done 
the producers might find all of their 
skilled workers leaving the industry 
to seek employment with other in- 
dustries in the national cefense pro- 
gram. He said there is already a 
shortage in certain crafts, particu- 
larly plasterers, and that many ma- 
chinists and others are now gojng 
into ether industries where the em- 
ployment is more steady. 

Following protests from ‘old time’ 
extras that an effort is being made 
to force them out of the industry 
they helped to build, Howard R. 
Philbrick, general manager of Cen- 
tral Casting Co. has promised the 
Sereen Actors Guild that every con- 
sideration will be given to the ‘old 
timers’ in distribution of jobs at 
Central. In reply to an inquiry 
from Kenneth Thomson, SAG exec- 
utive secretary, regarding his policy 
on ‘old timers,’ Philbrick sent the 
following communication ‘to the 
Guilders: 

‘I am very grateful for your lket- 
ter of Sept. 9, which gives me an 
opportunity to deny most emphatic- 
ally that Central Casting Corp. has 
or ever will discriminate against 
‘old timers’ as long as I have any- 
| thing to do with the organization. 
| Everyone who has the interest of 
| Hollywood at heart knows full well 
| the contributions to the industry 


| these older people have made, 


| Aid for ‘Old Timers’ 





| AFL Seeks Radio Control | 


Continued from page 7 





first cameramen had joined the 
IATSE and that a special initiation 
fee had been fixed for those desiring 
to affiliate within a reasonable time 
He intimated the ASC would be re- 
fused a separate IATSE charter and 
that all cameramen eventually wouig 
be merged into Local 659. 
Want Freeman Reinstated 

Local 659 is demanding the rep. 

statement of Mervyn Freeman, lead 


Hollywood cameraman for Pathe 
Newsreel, The union claims that 
Freeman was discharged withoyt 


justification, and is refusing to issye 
a working permit for any lenser gs. 
signed to take ever his work. 

Deal is expected to be approved 
this week under which Metro will 
recognize the Screen Cartoonists 
Guild as collective bargaining rep. 
resentative for employes of the Metro 
cartoon department. Film editors, 
cameramen and clerical employes 
are not included in the bargaining 
unit. 

An effort will be made this week 
to iron out differences between pro- 
ducers and the American Federation 
Office Employes on a contract coy- 
ering wages, hours and conditions 
for employes of Central Casting 
Corp. The AFOE turned thumbs 
down on a pact drafted by the pro- 
ducers, claiming it did not conform 
with verbal agreements reached at 
a conference with E. J. Mannix, 
Metro general manager, Pat Casey 
and Fred Pelton. 

Bob Davis Omits SAG 

Following an all-night session of 
the Screen Actors Guild Council 
which was devoted largely to per- 
sonal clashes between members, 
Bob ‘Alabama’ Davis resigned as a 
member and chairman of the Coun- 
cil, After insisting that his resigna- 
tion was final, Davis said: 

‘I said if the members dealt in 
personalities I would not stay there. 
They evidently didn’t believe me. 
I have stated repeatedly that I had 
no axes to grind, that I had no beef 
with Central Casting Corp. that I 
did not have to depend upon Central 
for jobs, and my only interest in ac- 
cepting the chairmanship was to aid 
in bettering conditions for the mem- 
bership.’ 


NEGRO EXHIB’S 1156 
TRUST FUND VOIDED 


St. Louis, Sept. 17. 

The Missouri State Supreme Court 
last week held that the late Charles 
H. Turpin, Negro theatre owner and 
constable, was unduly influenced in 
establishing a trust fund of $115,000 
and ordered it set aside. The court 
upheld a charge that Turpin’s sister 
and her daughter were instrumental 
in having Turpin exclude his son, H. 
Udell Turpin, now residing in Chi- 
cago, from participation in the es- 
tate. Young Turpin received only 





|$1 from the estate. 


The trust made up of 700 shares 
of American Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. stock, currently quoted at $165 
per share, provided the income after 
Turpin’s death was to go to his sister, 
and on her death, to a scholarship 
fund established by Turpin. The ad- 
ministrator of the estate will notify 
young Turpin of the decision. 





Par Sues for Return 
Of $69,600 U. S. Taxes 


Paramount Pictures, Inc., acting 








| “Our organization has co-operated | 
| court against the U. S. government, 


| with members of the Screen Actors 
| Guild in the higher age bracket in 
every way possible. Central Casting 
employes have from time to time ex- 
| plained the situation by pointing out 
that the demand for those in the 


as in the other age ranges. To il- 
lustrate: During the first five months 
of 1940 Central Casting received 13 
calls for men over the age of 50, in- 
voiving 42 placements, jn comparison 
with a total of 248 calls, involving 


| 1,580 placements of miscellaneous 
ages.’ 





| Following an announcement by 
‘International Photographers Local 


| 659 of the International Alliance of 


_ | 631,596 admissions and $134,146 re- | Theatrical Stage Employes that it 


was taking over the first cameramen, 
| Producers announced that the five- 
year agreement with the American 
| Society of Cinematographers would 
| be lived up to in every detail. The 


} 








for four subsidiary companies filed 
suit Monday (16) in N. Y. federal 


seeking the return of $69,600 paid in 
1934 as capital stock taxes imposed 
under section 701-02 of the Revenue 
Act of 1934. Paramount claims that 

act under which the taxes were 


higher age bracket is not as great | Paid, is invalid, unconstitutional! and 


violates the Fifth Amendment to 
the constitution. 

For the year ending June 30, 1934, 
Paramount International Corp., had 
a declared value on its capital stock 
of $24,000,000 and paid a tax of $24,- 
000. Paramount Pictures Corp., paid 
$22,000, Parager Corp., $1,600, end 
Paramount Productions, Inc., peid 
$12,000. 


STEN SUIT SHIFTED 
Los Angeles, Sept. 17. 
Anna Sten’s_ breach-of-contract 
suit against Republic was shifted 
from Superior to U. S. district court. 
Actress charges the studio with 





ASC also issued a statement denying | pulling out of an oral agreement to 
cupy first place in per capita ex-| the organization would be dissolved.| pay her $1,500 a week for three 


pendi r j j “ft . a3 é ‘ ‘ “ P : 
Pp tures on motion picture enter-| Herbert Aller, business representa- | weeks as femme lead in the picture, 


| tive of Local 659, had stated that 30| ‘Doctors Don’t Tell.’ 
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“Boom Town” Company! 
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Nov. Will Usher in ASCAP Vs. Nets’ War 
Of Nerves: Society Signs 120 Stations 





Observers on the sidelines predict | 
that the ASCAP-broadcaster tangle | 
will enter its next stage, the war of 
nerves, around the middle of No- 
vember. Network spokesmen say 
that there won’t be any ASCAP mu- 
sic on their facilities Jan. 1 and 
ASCAP has reconciled itself to that 
possibility, but the sideliners figure 
that the two factions will neverthe- 
less start stewing in November. 

With the webs under pressure 
from some of their heavy music- 
using clients and ASCAP getting in- 
quiries from anxious members, one 
side will seek to keep these factors 
allayed as it waits for the other 
side to make an approach. 

While ASCAP continues to declare 
that it has nothing to arbitrate, these 
sideliners are of the opinion that the 
conflict won’t be settled this time 
without the services of an arbitra- 
tor. It is predicted that this arbi- 
trator will be a highly influential 
figure in show business who is con- 
nected with both broadcasting and 
music interests. 

ASCAP states that it has already 
signatured new licensing agree- 
ments with 120 stations, but none of 
network affiliation. It claims that 
large numbers of broadcasters have 
been coming into New York for 
conferences to find out by the proc- 
ess of direct inquiry what it is that’s 
wrong about the contract that 
ASCAP is offering them. 

These station men state that since 
there has been such a row kicked 
up about the license they want to 
know for themselves what the trou- 
ble is and why it would be deiri- 
mental for them to accept the new 
agreement. Most of the inquirers, 
ASCAP states frankly, have ex- 
pressed themselves as leery about 
signing just yet. Though they want 
to go on using ASCAP music, they 
don’t want to be tagged disloyal to 

their industry. 


Horton Heath Moves Up 
At RCA; Orrin Dunkp, Jr., 


Heads Information Dept. 








Closing the gap in its exec ranks 
occasioned by Frank Mullen’s as- 
sumption of general managerial 
duties at NBC, RCA has named Hor- 
ton Heath as director of advertising 
and publicity. Heath’s old job 
(manager of the department of in- 
formation) will in turn be filled by 
Orrin E. Dunlap, Jr., radio editor of 
the New York Times for the past 18 
years. 

Heath has been with RCA since 
1936, and during much of this time 
was Mullen’s right-hand man. He 
previously was associate editor of 
The New Yorker mag, and prior to 
that was connected with various ad- 
vertising agencies. 

Dunlap’s 18 years with the Times 
made him one of the pioneer radio 
editors in the U. S. He previously 
had been with the Hanff-Metzger 
agency. 


P. & G.’s ‘Smali Town’ 
Starts Sept. 30 on NBC 


‘This Small Town,’ new five-a-week 
gerial for Procter & Gamble, starts 
Sept. 30 over NBC red (WEAF) in 
the 10 a.m. spot. Product isn’t re- 
vealed, but Compton is the agency. 








Show will originate in New York. | 


Leston Huntley, of Chicago, is script- 
ing it. Director and cast aren't set. 





Gary Bub Heads Radio 
Dept. of Stewart-Jordan 


Philadelphia, Sept. 17. 
Gary Bub has been named head 
of the radio dcpartment of the 
Stewart-Jordan ad agency. 
Bub, son of H. J. Bub, prexy of the 
agency, formerly headed Associated 
Advertisers of Harrisburg, Pa. 





McGillvra Gets WEW 


St. Louis, Sept. 17. 


Joseph Hershey McGillvra Co. 
has been appointed national sales 
representative of WEW. 

Set by general manager Nick 
Pagliara, of the local station, which 
fe fhe oldest west of the Mississippi. 


+ 





PRAISE PHILLY WFIL 
FOR FLOOD B’CASTS 


Philadelphia, Sept. 17. 
The Quaker Network, setup by 





| Roger W. Clipp, general manager of 


WFIL, is receiving kudos from New 
Jersey State police for its work in 
helping clear traffic in South Jer- 
sey during the recent disastrous 
floods, which cost four lives and 
millions of dollars in damage, 

The network’s Jersey outlet, 
WSNJ, Bridgeton, was in the heart 
of the inundated area. Latest de- 
velopments of the disaster were 
piped to WFIL and sent along the 
Quaker hookup, directing motorists 
to detour around the flood region. 
Broadcasts were also sent from 
WFIL through the Mutual coast-to- 
coast hookup. 


Listerine Drops 
‘Grand Central’: 








‘Grand Central Station,’ 30-minute 
dramatic series over CBS Friday 
nights for Listerine mouthwash ,has 
been cancelled effective with the 
Oct. 18 broadcast. Lambert & Feas- 
ley agency is retaining the show and 
is offering it on a package deal to 
other agencies. That is a novel 
wrinkle, as in most cases of sponsors 
dropping programs the agency tries 


to find a new account rather than 
turn the ‘show over to another 
agency. 


Listerine’s reason for letting 
‘Grand Central Station’ go is said to 
be a switch in merchandising policy. 
Account will concentrate on other 
media, particularly magazines. Its 
future radio plans, if any, are un- 
determined. 

Lambert & Feasley is offering the 
| Series to other agencies with its pro- 
| duction setup intact. Show has been 
on the air about three years, reach- 
ing a new high of triple its former 
listener rating during the last year. 
It was one of the first of its par- 
ticular kind of program. Others 
along the same line in the last year 
or so have included ‘Lincoln High- 
way’ and ‘Manhattan at Midnight.’ 








Buffalo.—Three Treys and Vera 
| Holly, thrush, will join WBEN’s staff 
late this month. Currently they’re 
with WGR-WKBW, where they have 
CBS sustainers. 


Maestros on ASCAP 


First to respond to Russ More 
gan’s invitation for an open dis- 
cussion on the ASCAP situation 
and how their albums of ar- 
rangements and special orches- 
trations might be affected by the 
radio-music issue is Leo Reis- 
man, herewith. 

VARIETY will continue to open 
its columns to the pros and cons 
of the broadcasters vs. ASCAP 
battle. Last week Morgan 
brought up the issue of what 
may happen to his own library 
of arrangements, which he, and 
those of other leaders, he fig- 
ures, represent investments of 
from $25,000 to $50,000 per band 
over a period of years’ accumu- 
lations. 











THOMPSON SETS 


J. Walter Thompson is placing 
' spot announcements for Ballentine’s 
Ale and VU. S. Playing Cards on the 
west coast. First of the campaigns 
will start Sept. 3, while the card 
business will tee off some time in 
November. Agency is also doing a 


Asthma Cure. 
Thompson _ is 





also working on 


Package Setup: transcribed spot announcements for 


the Republicans in the current cam- 
paign, but nothing has been settled 
ben far as the account is concerned. 





Hearst’s KYA, S.F., Again 
Changes G.M.s; Meyer 
In, Quinn, Moser Out 


San Francisco, Sept. 17. 

In the first turnover that Hearst’s 
'KYA has had in two years, Harold 
H. Meyer Jast week took over the 
managerial post from Reiland Quinn. 
Latter got a month’s grace while 
Quinn’s assistant, Gurdon Moser, was 
dropped immediately. 

Meyer broke the news to Quinn 
and Moser by summoning them to 
his room in a downtown hotel. 
Quinn's stay at KYA was a record 
for the station. 








Socialite Graduates 
Albany, Sept. 17. 

Erastus (Tip) Corning, V, one of 
the few announcers rating a Social 
| Register mention, is advancing from 
| WOKO to an assignment as spieler 
;on CBS serial, “Young Doctor Ma- 
| lone.’ 
| One-time dance band leader, farm- 
|er and interior decorator, he has 
{spent two years in local radio, 














Linnea Nelson, time buyer for the 
| J. Walter Thompson agency, jour- 
|neyed to St. Louis last week to re- 
| port to Grove’s Laboratories on a sur- 


| vey she had conducted among station | 


|reps to determine whether their 


| principals would be agreeable to put- 
transcriptions | 


|ting on ‘educational’ 
free of charge if they were also 
given a campaign of spot announce- 
; ments, 
| formation, and that would be 
only plug in the copy. 


were, as she described, good pro- 
gram material. The mere inclusion 
of the Grove’s tag, she was told, 
would make the program as* much 
commercial as though the entire 
time were devoted to plugging Bro- 
mo Quinine, 


McMillin Better 


John McMillin, Compton agency 
radio head, returned to duty Monday 
(16) after a week’s absence due to 
an arm injury. 

His arm was bruised, and painful 
complications resulted. 








The ‘educational’ discs would | 
| credit Grove’s as the source of the in- | 
the | 


It is understood that most of the | 


Unlikely Stations Will Go for Grove’s 
Free ‘Readers’ as Spot Splurge Payoff 





Premieres 


—_—_—— ¢ 


(From Wed. to Following Thurs.) 
Fri., Sept. 20 

General Foods (Grape Nuts), 
WABC-CBS, 8-8:55 p.m. ‘Kate 
Smith Hour’ with Kate Smith, 
Ted Collins, Willie Howard, Jack 
Miller's orchestra, Ted Straeter 
and his chorus and guest stars, 
Tyrone Power, Mary Astor and 
Dean Jager. Young & Rubicam. 
Announcer, Andre Baruch. 


reps queried by Miss Nelson as- Originates from N. Y. Hookup, 
sured her that there was little ‘5 stations. 

chance of their stations going for any Sat., Sept. 21 

; such device, even if the contents Procter & Gamble (Drene), 


WEAF-NBC, 8-8:30 p.m. ‘Knick- 
erbocker Playhouse’ with Lester 
Damon and Leslie Woods, guests. 
H. W. Kastor & Sons. Originates 
from Chicago. Hockup, 47 sta- 
tions. 
Tues., Sept. 24 

Pepsodent Co., WEAF-NBC, 
10-10:30 p.m. ‘Pepsodent Show’ 
with Bob Hope, Jerry Colonna, 
Skinnay Ennis and his orchestra, 
Six Hits and a Miss. Lord & 





Thomes. Announcer, Bil] Good- 
win, Originates from Holly- 
wood. Hookup, 63 stations, 


NEW SPOT BIZ 


little spotting in behalf of Brater’s | 


Leo Reisman on 


ASCAP vs. Radio 





Editor, VARIETY: 
There is a bigger issue at stake 


Democracy can only survive with 
well, it automatically establishes its 
creates a closed market. 
nopolistic practices. 


must have competitive agencies. 


that could easily be settled by negot 
The most important thing is that 





| pressure. 


prerogative or artistic license of my 
I please, what I think will give the 
ber, without being confined in my 
works, and limited opinions as to 

monopolistic group. 


my employers. 
music, 
bilities. 


Only thus can the broadcast 


Mr. Russ Morgan, 
Hotel Pennsylvania, N. Y. C. 
Dear Mr. Morgan: 

It is, of course, a lamentable state 


$5,000,000 a year to ASCAP in order 


emptions which did not appear in 


unavailability of its music 


are doing everything that they can 


to have an opportunity to do so. 





ONLY 2.2% SPONSOR 
PLUGS ‘QUESTIONABLE’ 


Washington, Sept. 17. 
A total of 2.2% of commercial con- 


tinuities analyzed by the Federal 
Trade Commission last week have 
been tagged ‘questionable,’ it was 
announced last week, but the desig- 
nation applies only to ‘initiation of 


inquiry’ and is not to be construed 
as a forerunner of any final adverse 
action by the commish. 

Inspection of 635,843 continuities 
from 697 stations showed that 20% 
of the 14,274 blurbs at which the 
commish raised an eyebrow orig- 
inated from individual stations lo- 
cated in cities of over 560,000 popu- 
lation. Stations in cities of 250,000 
to 500,000 contributed 18.3°;, of the 
questionable scripts; transmitters in 
cities of 100,000 to 250,000 were re- 
sponsible for 14.8%, and stations lo- 
cated in the 50,000 to 100.000 popu- 
lation range supplied 17.8°, of the 
continuities now being scanned by 
the Feds. 





An interesting phenomenon was 
seen in the fact that stations in cities 
of from 25,00C to_ 50,000 produced | 

| the least number of questionable 

| continuities, 11.9°%. while towns un-| 
|der 25,000 boosted the figure to 

117.6%. 


THURMAN QUITS NBC 


Head of Tours Department May 
Return to Former Grocery Biz 
Charles H. Thurman, head of Na- 

tional Broadcasting Company's guest 
relations department, resigned last 
week in order to return to his for- 
mer home in Chicago, where he 
probably will re-enter the wholesale 
grocery supply business. Thurman 
served for the last four years as 
head of this division, which covered 
all NBC tour business and radio 
studio shows of the network. 

W. G, ‘Jerry’ Martin, Thurman's 
assistant, has been placed in charge 
of the department. Thurman's 
friends in NBC tossed hirn a cocktail 
‘party and dinner Monday +16) night, 





Only thus can I do justice to my 


artists who perform over their stations, 
which Variety estimated at $8,750,000, basing its estimate on certain ex- 


New York, Sept. 15, 


in the ASCAP-NAB-BMI contro\ ersy 


than the mere price of music or method of paying for it. 


competitive forces at work. The mo. 


ment some agency that does the buying starts to do the selling to itself as 


own price, eliminates competition ana 


In the case of music and radio, such a closed market does not give song. 
writers and musicians any protective source against unfair dealings or po. 


Irrespective of any other consideration, if democracy is to survive, we 
When the radio chains place themselves 
directly or indirectly in control of the music that may or may not be 
played, they create a definite monopoly, eliminate competition and place 
songwriters and performers at their mercy, artistically and commercially. 

I am not an ASCAP member, and whether ASCAP is asking too much 
or little for its music is to me a comparatively unimportant issue and one 


iation or arbitration. 
the radio chains must remain open to 


the works of all composers and authors, and that the creators have a ripht 
to expect a fair price for their works and not be subject to monopolistic 
Only thus can true democracy survive. 

Speaking for myself as a performer—and I believe I voice the senii- 
ments of orchestra leaders generally—I want to feel free to exercise the 


calling and be privileged to play what 
greatest pleasure to the greatest num- 
choice and judgment to the limited 
these works, forced upon me by any 


self, to my men, to the public and to 


Only thus can songwriters and performers do justice to 


ing chains do justice to their responsi- 


Leo Reisiman. 


Sidney M. Kaye Writes Russ Morgan 


New York, Sept. 11 


of affairs that erchestra leaders should 


be compelled to discontinue the use of arrangements which they have made 
at considerable expense to themselves. 
you know where the fault for this condition lies. 

The broadcasters at the present time are paying between $4,000.000 and 


I want to be sure, however, that 


that all music may be available to the 
ASCAP is now demanding a sum 


the form of contract as later issued, 


The amount which broadcasters are asked to pay, therefore, cannot be 
estimated at less than $9,000,000, and it may be closer to $10,000,000. 

I would like personally to go over with you the figures which conclu- 
sively prove that acquiescence in ASCAP’s demands would put networks 
in the red, or close to it, even if no other business factor changed. 1. should 
like to show you the terms of the new ASCAP contract which imposes a 
percentage tax not only from revenue from time sales, but on the station's 
revenue from line charges and talent sales. 


ASCAP is responsible for the 


This unavailability is caused by the nature of 
the demands which they have had the hardihood to make. 


Broaacasters 
in order that the eliminations of the 


music may be attended with the least possible disturbance to their artists 
If you would like to discuss this situation with me, I should be delighted 


Sidney M. Kaye, 
V.P., Broadcast Music, Ine. 


satiltatinaes — . 


W.&L Hunting 


Ross Federal 
. Poll Sponsor 


Warwick & Legler agency is itry- 
ing to sell a radio tieup with the 
pre-election poll which the Ross 
Federal Service is now running in 
about 125 newspapers. The series 
which W.&L. has mapped out calls 
for three five-minute programs a 
week with Fulton Lewis, Jr., doing 
the m.c. as well as statistical treat- 
ment, and actors playing the part of 
farmers, workingmen and business 
men airing polled opinions on the 
issues of the campaign. The agency 
had submitted the program to Larus 
Bros. & Co. for its Edgeworth 1t0- 
bacco, but without success. 

It was W.&L.’s idea to spot the 
| series for Edgeworth on Mutval at 
9:30 p.m., which would bring the 
poll opposite the Associated Press 
|news period with John B. Kennedy 
on the NBC-blue. The Ross-Federal 
pill is similar to the one that George 
|Gallup’s Institute of Public Opi 
is doing. Ross-Federal claims that 
|it is interviewing 10,000 pei 
| week for the poll, which is consider- 
|ably above the Gallup coverage 


ALBANY WOKO HEAVILY 
PLUGGING BMI SONGS 


Albany, Sept. 17. 

WOKO here is aggressively push- 
ing BMI numbers, tagging them on 
the air as BMI-published and adding 
such phrases as ‘one of those Broad- 
cast Music, Inc., tunes you are go!n8 
to hear a lot of soon.’ 

Forrest Willis, singer-pianist-com- 
poser, on an hour-long daily Musi- 
cal Clock (station’s biggest m«'! 
puller), always identified BMI selec- 
tions. He also tabs them when used 
on an afternoon ‘Quarter Quiz.’ 
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N.Y. AFRA Membership Burns 


x 


AtNets’ ‘Strike-Breaking Plans; 


Strike Evident if Mediation Fails 





———— ee bd 


As the major networks and the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists are huddling this week with the 
New York State Mediation Board, 
there is growing possibility that a 
breakdown of the confabs may result 
in a complete tieup of network 
broadcasting, both sustaining and 
sponsored. That was indicated by 
the tone of the meeting of the New 
York local membership Thursday 
night (12) at the Edison hotel, N.Y. 
Of course, there is a good chance 
that the networks and the union may 
be able to reach a compromise agree- 
ment, thus ending the whole dispute. 

As several speakers pointed out at 
the membership meeting last week, 
the networks were openly preparing 
to break the strike if AFRA members 
walked out of sustaining shows. Be- 
lieved certain that in case of an 
AFRA walkout, the musicians would 
continue to work. That prospect 
appeared to’ anger the members. It 
was then suggested that if the net- 
works should attempt to break the 
strike by using music and non-AFRA 
announcers, the union should in- 
stantly strike against the commercial 
programs. That would cut off the 
network income at once. Pointed out 
that AFRA’s commercial code does | 
not contain a no-strike clause. 





2 Agcys. Merge 


Topping & Lloyd and the Dilling- 
ham, Livermore & Durham radio 
agencies have merged under the 
name of Lloyd, Chester & Dilling- 
ham. 

Move became effective Monday 
(16). 


Thompson Agcy., 
Old Gold May Get 
Together Again 


Report persists that a reapproach- 
ment between the J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency and Lorillard on the Old 
Gold account is getting exception- 
ally hot. Lorillard, it is said, has 
recently lent an ear and eye to ra- 
dio and general campaign presenta- 
tions submitted by Thompson. 

Lennen & Mitchell, the agency 
which has had the Old Gold busi- 














|ness from away back, is currently | move with a two-fold probe. 





RLAP’ COVERA 











BEUCINE JACK Nets’ Political Headache Mounts 
BENNY'’S LINFIIP. Weber Protests to Demos, and Latter 





General Foods Testing 
Theory that Program Pop- 
ularity Will Cause Hinter- 
land Dialers to Angle for 
Clear Channel Outlets— 
Will Check Sales and Lis- 


tener Reactions 





7 LOCALS DROPPED 





General Foods will test out a new 
theory it has about the advantages of 
a top rating show when it comes to 
station coverage when Jack Benny 
returns to the NBC-red Oct. 6. The 


account has dropped from the Benny 
program’s list a number of stations, 
whose coverage'is overlapped by the 
signal of high-powered outlets, in 
the belief that the listening habit for 
Benny has become so strong that set 
owners in small towns will dial for 
this program on distant clear channel 
stations, 

Seven stations which fall within 
the purview of such clear channel 
signals have been eliminated from 
the Benny show’s station roster as a 
starter for the experiment. The food 
packer proposes to follow up this 
The 


It is admitted that AFRA'’s present | jining up stations and programs for | Neilson Service will, after an ample 


dispute is with the networks rather | 
than the agencies or sponsors. But | 
those at the membership meeting ar- 
gued that by striking against the sus- 
taining programs and continuing to 
work on sponsored broadcasts the 
union would in effect be strike- 
breaking against itself. Thus, as long 
as they continued to receive income 
from the sponsored shows, the net- 
works could use music, transcriptions 
and piped-in programs for susbainers 
almost indefinitely, ag 
Current huddles with the State Me- 
diation Board participating were 
made possible just before last Thurs- 
(Continued on page 29) 


NBC SHOWING 








NAME PACKAGE 


Hollywood, Sept. 17, 


}on Sunday evenings. 





NBC is packaging a variety show 
comprising Charles Boyer, Vera 
Vague, Virginia Bruce, Lillian Cor- | 
nell, David Broekman’s music and 
Ken Carpenter. Audition was held 
Sunday (14), 

Wayne Griffin, of Battan, Barton, | 
Durstine & Osborne, produced, with | 
two of that agency’s accounts re- | 
ported interested. | 


CHESTERFIELD TESTING 
WITH ‘PROFESSOR QUIZ’ 


Chesterfield may 
policy of strictly half-hour 
after Jan. 1, Much will depend on 
how well ‘Professor Quiz,’ which goes 
on its payroll over CBS Oct. 3, fares. | 

Account now has Fred Waring on | 
the NBC-red five evenings a week, | 


and Glenn Miller three nights a 
week, 


Hines Quits Morse Intl; 
Joins WTAQ, Green Bay 


P William B. Hines has resigned as 
to _ buyer at Morse International 
WTAQ national sales manager of 
th Q, Green Bay, Wis, He leaves 

€ agency Oct. 1, 
a has been with Morse Inter- 
hen We for four years. He came 
be SM, Nashville, where he had 


return to _ its 


j 


shows | 








een an anno 
uncer an eneral traf- 
fic man. dg 


a proposed spot campaign on the 
cigaret. 


Wythe Williams Heads 
Gov tDefenseShow;On | 


All Nets, Free | 


Complete plans for “The Radio| 
Round Table,’ in which various ether | 
commentators will interpret national 
defense progress, will be in the hands 
of President Roosevelt by this week- 
end, Wythe Williams, who will be 
in charge of the show, declared yes-| 
terday (Tuesday). It will start} 
within two weeks. 

First program of this nature ever 
to be categorized by the Government 
as ‘official,’ it will rotate on NBC, 
CBS and Mutual webs each week, It 
will be a half-hour show, probably | 








and the other com- 
of whom will be in 


Williams 
mentators, all 


the nationally-known class, will 
work for free. They will take re- | 
ports of the various government 
agencies contributing to national} 
defense and ‘interpret them to the! 
public,’ Presidential secretary 


Stephen T. Early said Monday (16) 
in making the plan public. It was 
Early who declared it will be an ‘of- 
ficial radio program.’ 

Williams, for 26 years a foreign 


correspondent, on Sept. 10 began 
spieling on a_  93-station Mutual 
hookup for the American Safety 


Razor Co. He earned a reputation 
as editor of Greenwich (Conn.) Time, 
on his return from Europe in 1936, 
for his ‘scoops’ on events abroad. 


Alka-Seltzer Gives WLS 
Barn Dance 8th Year 


Chicago, Sept. 17. 

WLS National Barn Dance will 
make it eight years on the NBC web | 
for Alka-Seltzer, with the Wade! 
agency here okaying another §2-| 
week renewal effective Oct. 5. 

Total of 57 stations will be hooked | 
up for the Miles Laboratories hill- 
billies, who have been guitar-twang- 
ing on NBC since Sept. 30, 1933. 


Hollingsberry Reps KVI 
Chicago, Sept. 17. 
George Hollingberry company has | 
been appointed sales rep for KVI,_ 
Tacoma, Wash. 
Appointment made through KVI 
sales manager, Earl Irwin. 





| interval, 


check the dealers in the 
area of the stations dropped to find 


|} out what effect the change in dialing 
| habits has had on the sale of Jell-O, | 
| while the research division of Young 
| & Rubicam, agency on the account, 


will make a special check on the 
listener count in these same areas. 
The fate of other small-powered sta- 
tions on the Benny list which fall 
within the same category depends on 
the result of these two checks. 


First Such Test 


It is the first time that an adver- 
tiser has gone in for an inquiry of 
this sort. Saturation in sales, it was 
pointed out, has nothing to do with 
the project. Nor. saturation in 
listener popularity. General Foods 
believes that Benny’s popularity has 
been built up to the point where an 
overlap between big and little sta- 
tions is no longer necessary. The ac- 


| count still reserves some doubt about 


this theory, and it figures that the 


;only way to make sure is to drop 


some of the small stations and then 


institute the sales and listener | 
checks, 
General Foods is radio’s second 


biggest spender for time and talent, | 


being topped only by Procter & 
Gamble. In 1939, GF had combined 
network billings totaling $5,270,000. 


—_—# 


CAMPBELL HOT 
FOR NIGHT 
NET SPOT 





PS 


Campbell Soup would add a half- 
hour’s evening program to its net- 
work list if it could get a good spot 
on either the NBC-red or Columbia 
between 8 and 10. 
been listening 


comes available, 

Campbell is now carrying 
shows on CBS, all of 15-minute strip 
character and none airing later than 
7:30 p.m. 


KOME Joins NBC-Blue 


KOME, Tulsa, joins the NBC-blue 
Sept. 29. 

It operates at 250 watts on 1310 
k.c. and the evening rate will be 
$120. 








The account has | 
to program sugges- | 
tions for the spot, if and when it be- | 


| 
| 


Ask Free Time to ‘Answer’ Willkie 





Krautters Quits WCKY 


Cincinnati, Sept. 17. 

E. C. (Jim) Krautters resigned 
Saturday (14) as sales manager of 
WCKY. He joined the L. B. Wilson 
station 18 months ago, after several 
years with the Crosley stations’ sales 
staff. 

An agency affilation, probably in 
Chicago, will likely be Krautters’ 
next stop. 


50 CBS Stations 
To Carry Special 
Lux 1-Min. Bally 


CBS has guaranteed Lux a mini- 
mum of 50 stations for the special 
minute transcription that the soap 
account has had made up to plug the 
cameo brooch premium mentioned 
}on the Lux Radio Theatre. The af- 
| filiates are being asked to carry the 
| discs as added finger-pointing to the 
|appearance of a model with ‘perfect 
| cameo features’ on the Sept. 25 
| broadcast of the show. 
| Transcription’s contents deal with 
|\a dialog between Cecil B. DeMille 














,}and Russell Patterson, artist, abeut | 
| the girl and her flying to Hollywood | 
|for the broadcast. J. Walter Thomp- | 


son agency developed the tieup, 


4 of Toscanini’s NBC 
Concerts, Which Start 
Nov. 23, From Carnegie 


Arturo Toscanini is set to do a 
series of 14 broadcasts this season 
for NBC, with four of them com- 
ing from Carnegie Hall, N. Y. The 
| maestro’s 1940-41 season opens at 
| Carnegie Hall Nov. 23 and he will 
conclude the initial group of six 
broadcasts with a concert from Car- 
negie Hall, Dec. 28. He returns for 
another four broadcasts Feb. 1, the 
last of which will originate from 
Carnegie Hall, Feb. 22. Toscanini’s 
inext and final group begins March 
29 and he winds up this particular 
igroup April 19 in Carnegie Hall. 
| When not held in Carnegie Hall, the 
maestro’s concerts will come from 
|the largest studio in NBC’s Radio 
City plant. 

Before Toscanini 











makes his se€a- 
sonal appearance for the network, 
ithere will be six weekly concerts 
iby the NBC symphony orchestra 
| under Hans Wilhelm’s direction. Al- 
fred Wallenstein will handle the ba- 
ton for the series extending from 
| Jan. 4 to 25, and Georg Szell will | 
| conduct during Toscanini’s second 


y, March 1 to 22, 


layoff, namel 


‘Campbell-Lampsee Ad 
Agency in Bankruptcy 





| Campbell-Lampsee, Inc., advertis- 


five| ing agency, 370 Lexington avenue, | 


'N. Y., filed a voluntary petition of 
bankruptcy in N. Y. federal court 


| Friday (13) listing assets of $17,917 | 
|and liabilities of $36,170. The agency | 


;}entered business in July 1936. 


Among the creditors are the Fed- | 


| 


;eral 
| WHN 


$181; 
Loew Booking 


and State governments, 
and Marcus 


Agency, $305; WMCA, Knickerbocker | 


| Broadcasting Corp., $1,459; WNEW, 
$272; WOR Bamberger Broadcasting 
'Corp., $861. Of the assets, 
are accounts receivable 


$14,996 | 


> a 


Fred Weber, general manager of 
the Mutual Network, last week 
lodged a stiff protest with the Demo- 
cratic National Committee for its 
failure to include his hookup in the 
broadcast facilities that the com- 
mittee bought for President Roose- 
velt’s speech before the Teamster 
Union’s convention in Washington 
last Wednesday (11). Mutual had 
the talk originally scheduled as non- 
payment broadcast but it cancelled 
the event after the committee de- 
cided to buy the time. The order 
went to Columbia and the NBC- 
blue. ° 

Weber advised the Democratic 
National Committee that all he 
sought was parity with all the other 
networks and that it would be fairer 
for the committee to recognize, in 
its distribution of orders, the exist- 
ence of three networks, and not four, 
since NBC in the red and blue links 
has a singly owned operation. 

Weber also contended that if the 
committee intended to rotate its net- 
work business it should be done 
strictly on a three-way basis, with 
the NBC red and blue counted as 
one, the same as CBS and Mutual. 

Nets’ Headache Mounts 

Headache which the presidential 
campaign has become for the net- 
works was aggravated yesterday 
(Tuesday) when NBC, CBS and Mu- 
tual each received a letter from 
Charles Michaelson, head p.a. for the 
National Democratic Committee, de- 
claring that the latter expected to 
be granted free time in which to 
answer the speech that Wendell 
Willkie, Republican candidate, made 
from Coffeyville, Kan., the night be- 
fore (16). Michaelson wrote that 
|the speaker designated by the com- 
mittee for this task should be given 
the same amount of time as well as 
the same hookups. 

Michaelson also stated that the 
two Labor Day talks which Pres- 
ident Roosevelt had delivered were 
strictly dedicatory in nature, and not 
political, and that the Democratie 
committee saw no justification for 

(Continued on page 29) 


CBS MAY GET 


2 MORE 50 KW. 


Columbia is in line for two more 
| 50,000-watt affiliated outlets as a re- 
| sult of the reshuffle of wavelengths 
| slated to take place in March, 1941. 
| They are WKBW, Buffalo, and 
WLAC, Nashville. 

With WKBW it will be 1,520 k.c. 
and WLAC, 1,510 k.c. WGR, also 
owned and operated by the Buffalo 
Broadcasting Corp., stays on 550 k.c., 
but jumps to 5,000 watts night-time. 

















| 
| 


'BBD.&0. DEVELOPING 
BERNIE’S STOOGE IDEA 


| B.B.D.&0O. is developing a show 


around ‘The Famous Stooges’ idea, 
which Herman Bernie conceived, for 
; presentation to a client Program 
will include a name band. 

Among the personalities tra: Ber- 
nie has recruited is Oswald, who 
| worked with Ken Murray, and 
| Honey Chile, Bob Hope's original 


| radio stooge. 





‘Death Valiey’s’ 10th 
Anni Gets Full Hour 


‘Death Valley Days’ (Pacific Coast 
Borax) will celebrate its 10th anni- 
versary on the NBC-blue Sept. 27 
with a full hour’s program, 8-9 p.m. 
| It’s the oldest dramatic show on any 
of the webs. 

Program’s customary spot is 8:30 
ito 9 p.m. 
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Not Much Change in New York: 
Chevrolet and Col. Record Spot Biz 








WHN: Chevrolet Motor Division, 
through Campbell-Ewald Company 
ef Detroit, station-break announce- 
ments; Justrite Company of Milwau- 
kee (Bird Seed), through Richard A. 
Foley Advertising Agency, daily par- 
ticipating announcement campaign 
for 13 weeks; American Fruit Grow- 
ers, Inc. of Pittsburgh, through 


Walker & Downing, 13 weeks, sta- 
tion-break announcements; Easter 
Wine Corp. (Chateau Martin Wines), 
through H. C. Morris & Co., 10 daily 
participating announcements for 52 
weeks: Magazine Repeating Razor 
Company (Schick Injector Razor), 
through J. M. Mathes, Inc., profes- 
sional Giants home and away foot- 
ball games, Dick Fishell to do the 
play-by-play and Bert Lee the com- 
mercials, contract calls for 11 games; 
A. Finkenberg & Sons, through H. 
S. G. Advertising Agency, ‘Voices of 
Yesterday,’ for 52 weeks, two quar- 
ter-hour broadcasts weekly; Clarence 
Hansen & Sons, Inc., through Stern- 
field-Godley, Inc., 52-week contract, 
station-break announcements; Henry 
Kelly Importing and Distributing 
Company, through Walter W. Wiley, 
station-break announcements for 13 
weeks. 


WMCA: Chevrolet Motor Division, 
through Campbell-Ewald Co., Inc., 
announcements; Columbia Record- 
ing Corp., through Benton & Bowles, 
14-week contract, 2%-min. an- 
nouncements; Eastern Secretarial 
School, announcements; Community 
Opticians 7 Dollar Eyeglass Manhat- 
tan Corp., 13-week contract, 26 five- 
min. programs, ‘Zeke Manners,’ five 
five-min. news programs, weekly; 
Oliver commentaries, through World 
Wide Advertising Corp., for 26 
weeks; Caxton House Encyclopedias, 
through H. C. Morris Co., 13 weeks, 
spot announcements; Hudson Dealers 
of New Jersey, through Brenallen 
Co., Inc., 13-week contract; Warren- 
Norge Co., through Norworth Ad- 
vertising Agency, 52-week contract, 
60 announcements weekly; 
Products, Inc., through Spot Broad- 
casting, Inc., 52-week contract for 
announcements; Optical Membership 
Plan, Inc., through Ted Nelson As- 
sociates, 


two-min. announcements 


Manhattan Pontiac Corp., four-week | 


contract for announcements; Julius 
Grossman Shoes, through Sterling 
Advertising, Inc., 52-week contract, 
48 one-min. announcements weekly; 
National Motor Rebuilding Corp., 
through Sternfield-Godley, Inc., 20 
announcements weekly; Old Country 
Trotting Association, Inc., direct, an- 
nouncements; Buick Motor Division 
(Buick), through Arthur Kudner, 
Inc., 26 announcements; General 
Foods Corp. (Maxwell House Cof- 
fee),, through Advertisers Broad- 
casting Co., Inc., ‘Molly Picon,’ con- 
tract for 26 weeks; Jests, Inc., 
through The Joseph Katz Company, 
63 announcements; Pepsi-Cola Co., 
through Newell-Emmett Co., 50 an- 
nouncements on a 13-week contract; 
Kelly Bros. (Old Dutch Brand Wines 
and Brandy), through Walter W. 
Wiley ager :y, 13-week contract for 
announcements, 


| Sept. 14 Compared to Sept. 7 | 








Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
630 10,303 10,600 21,533 

630 10,186 10,612 21,428 

--* +11% —0.1% +0.5% 





*No change. 
(Included: WHN, WMCA, WNEW, 
WQXR) 





Des Moines as Was 


Des Moines, Sept. 17. 
Not much change here this time. 
Fall season is under way, and all 





indications point to a bumper crop. | 
| Sept. 14 Compared to Sept. 7 | | 








Network Local National Total 

_ Units Units Spot Units Un'ts! 
6,820 2,884 3,566 13,270 
6,755 2,891 3,581 13,227 

+0.6% -—0.2% —04% +0.3% | 


(Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 





Renews Musical Quiz 


Columbia, S. C., Sept. 17. 

WIS has received a contract re- 
newal from Royal Crown for the 
musical quiz series. It’s a Pot of 
Gold idea, with cash and cases of 
the product as giveaways. 

Allyn Corris is the m.c. for *- 
series. 


Ms 


Carter | 


DETROIT HITS FALL 
STRIDE; SPOT UP 6.27 


Detroit, Sept. 17. 
With the monetary flash of politi- 
cal time behind them, Detroit's sta- 
tions are rapidly hitting up the pace 
to where they left it last spring. 
Both network and national spot are 
back close to the figures of June, 
with only a slight falling off in local 
time, accounted for by the end of the 
preliminary political campaigning. 
Auto time naturally is among the 
important items here in the automo- 
tive center, but department stores 
have also afforded help. Settling 
into fall, with the lining up of the 
network accounts, business outlook 
here is decidedly on the optimistic 
side. 


| Sept. 14 Compared to Sept.7 | 











Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
7,640 10,730 4,705 23,075 
7,335 10,747 4,431 22,513 

+41% -—0.2% +6.2% +2.5% 


(Included: CKLW, WJBK, WJR, WMBC, 
WWJ, WXYZ) 


ASSOC. OIL'S BIG 
COAST GRID SKED 


San Francisco, Sept. 17. 

Associated Oil, through Lord & 
Thomas, has set heaviest sked of 
games and stations in history of oil- 
er’s coast football sponsorship, 85 
grid tussles pegged for miking. New 
wrinkle is use of flock of indie 
juicers to cover sections hitherto not 
reached by Associated Sportscasters. 

Web time is pretty evenly divided 
between CBS, Mutual and NBC Red, 
latter seemingly getting slight edge 
this season. Supplementing chains, 
either by direct link or via teletype 
recreations, will be such indie sta- 
tions as KUJ, Walla Walla, Wash.; 











= | 
WOR 


| 


KIDO,. Boise and KRLC, Lewiston, 


52-week contract for 18|Idaho; KFWB, Hollywood; Oregon 
weekly; | stations 


KAST, Astoria, KBND, 
Bend; KBKR, Baker; KFJI, Klamath 
Falls; KLBM, Le Grande, and KUIN, 
Grant’s Pass. 

Heaviest sked of all will be carried 
by KQW, San Jose, which will be 
used for local games in S. F. Bay 
area. In addition, being member of 
Don Lee-Mutual necklace, juicer 
will also carry web grid releases. 

Men who will man the mikes were 
summoned to Frisco for two-day pep 
session to hear coaches explain how 
rules will be interpreted and to get 
agency slant on cemmercials. This 
year’s bevy of voices includes Ernie 
Smith, Don Thompson and Doug 
Montell, for Bay area; Frank Bill 
and Mike Francovich for Southern 
California; Del Cody and Pat Hayes, 
Spokane; Ted Bell, Seattle, and John 
Carpenter and Art Kirkham, Port- 
land. 

Twelve of the season’s games will 
also be shortwaved for Hawaiian re- 
| lease. 


KROW Newscast Sold 


San Francisco, Sept. 17. 
‘Five Star Final,’ nightly newscast, 
has been sold to Kushins Shoes by 
KROW. 
Garfinkel agency handled _ deal, 
which calls for six-a-week for one 
year. 














Candy Sponsoring Juve 
Show on Lone Star Chain 


San Antonio, Sept. 17. 

New program to be aired three 
times weekly over the Lone Star 
Chain is titled ‘Kids in the News’ and 
is to be sponsored by the Pre-Pack 
Corp., makers of ‘Big Nick,’ a new 
chocolate confection. 

Program was set by Southern Ad. 
agency and will be heard through 
KTSA here; KGKO, Fort Worth; 
KGNC, Amarillo; KRGV, Weslaco; 
KRIS, Corpus Christi, and KXYZ, 
Houston, 


CHI SPOT BIZ 
SHOWS NICE 
UPTURN 


Chicago, Sept. 17. 

WBBM: Musterole Co., 15-minute 
news period six times weekly, 
through Erwin-Wasey; Local Loan 
Company, Chicago, extension of five- 
a-week 15-minute news program and 
nightly Sports Review, through 
George Hartman agency; Campbell 
Cereal Co., Minneapolis, for Malto- 
Meal, daily time signal announce- 
ment schedule, through Kastor 
agency, Chicago; Vicks, announce- 
ment schedule daily, through Morse 
International; Bunte Bros. Candy 
Co., Chicago, announcement schedule, 
three times weekly, through Presba, 
Fellers & Presba, Chicago. 

WMAQ: Richman Bros. Clothing, 
three 15-minute news periods week- 
ly, through McCann-Erickson, Cleve- 
land; Pargon Hat Co., announce- 
ment schedule twice weekly, through 
Martin Pokrass agency; Wilson & Co., 
for Ideal dog food, six times weekly 
15-minute news period, through U.S. 
Advertising agency; Baskin Stores, 
five-minute period three times week- 
ly, through BBD&O, Chicago. 


| Sept. 14 Compared to Sept.7 | 














Network Local . National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
§,210 5,666 10,577 25,453 
9,155 5,621 10,372 25,148 

+0.6% +0.8% +19% +1.2% 


(Included: WBBM, WENR, WGN, WIND, 
WJIID, WLS, WMAQ) 


THOMPSON SPOTTING 
FLEISCHMANN IN CAN. 


Montreal, Sept. 17. 

J. Walter Thompson is planning a 
spot campaign for Fleischmann’s 
Yeast to start in October over CFCF 
and group of Canadian stations. 
Agency continues to handle Fleisch- 
mann account in Canada. 

Agency has added seven stations 
in the Maritime Provinces for Kraft 
Cheese program. 


Plymouth Dealers Buy 
Cleve. Pro Grid Games 


Cleveland, Sept. 17. 
Plymouth dealers of Cleveland 
and Cuyahoga County have com- 
pleted deal to air Cleveland Ram 
pro football games via WGAR, which 
will broadcast the  play-for-play 
games for the fourth consecutive 














year. General Mills was purchaser 
of this package last fall for 
Wheaties. 


Bob Kelley again will handle the 





games and will accompany team for 
| direct broadcasts in road games at 
| Chicago, Detroit, Green Bay, Brook- 
ilyn and New York. 





L.A. Jumps Into High Gear With 
9.3% Gain in Local and 8.97, in Spot 





NEW NETWORK SKEDS 


AIDING SEATTLE BOOM 


Seattle, Sept. 17. 


Flock of incoming web shows is 
causing network stations to revise 
their schedules drastically. This 
naturally means that local accounts 
must be sidetracked into other time 
periods, but such revisions have for- 
tunately not caused any loss of busi- 
ness thus far. It all adds up to the 
best fall ever seen in these parts. 


| Sept. 14 Compared to Sept.7 | 











Los Angeles, Sept. 17. 
Don Lee chain stepped out last 


week with the biggest business push 
in weeks. Survey ordered by Head- 
man Lewis Allen Weiss reveals that 
137 quarter-hours have already been 
committed and that a score more will 
join the list before the moth balls are 
shaken out of heavy-duty apparel, 


In the week’s round up of biz, four 
new accounts took a healthy cut of 
the KHJ time chart. Topping this in- 
crement was Health Aids’ buy of 416 
quarter-hour periods for Dr. Lind- 
lahr’s health talks and the news, 
through Raymond Spector. Taylor 


Network Local National Total| Auto bought 156 quarter-hour news- 
Unite Units Spot Units Units casts through United Advertising. 
4,240 12,456 1,430 18,126' Bond Stores repeated the order, 
4,125 12,399 1,441 17,965 | through Neff-Rogow, and Ghirardelli 

+32.7% 404% -—0.7% +9.8% | Chocolate took on 39 half-hour 


(Included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC, KXA) 


FRISCO LOCAL 
UNITS RISE 3.2%, 


San Francisco, Sept. 17. 

Lord & Thomas spread happiness 
at KFRC this week, placing a 52- 
week, half-hour evening audience 
participation show for Roos Bros., 
department store, and seven quarter- 
hours weekly across the board at 
9:15 p.m. for Safeway Stores. Latter, 
using frost warnings and farm news, 
will originate at KFRC, but won't be 
released locally, being piped to 10 
hinterland outlets. 

KSFO is busy selling time it hasn’t 
got, but will have, when local skeds 
are juggled by annual eastern 
changeover to standard time. With 
clock-shift, CBS outlet will expand 





its 100% sold Housewives Protective | 


League participation stanza to a full 
hour, clients already being lined up. 
Simultaneously, KSFO will acquire 
Cluett-Peabody’s six-a-week Sanfor- 
ized shopping spiel currently on 
KFRC, and a five-weekly transcribed 
Wheatina Playhouse, Both are 15- 
minute items. ° 

KFRC: Roos’ Bros. (clothes), 
through Lord & Thomas, half-hour 
weekly, 52 weeks, ‘Who Done It?’; 
Safeway Stores, through Lord & 
Thomas, seven quarter-hours weekly, 
through winter, frost warnings; In- 


surance Management Co., through 
Allied Advertising, quarter-hour 
weekly, 13 weeks, “This Strange 
World’; O’Conner-Moffatt (depart- 


ment store), through Ruthrauff & 
Ryan, 11 spots; Electrical Appliance 
Society (for ironers), through Frick- 
elton agency, 30 spots; Beech-Nut 
Packing (gum), through Newell-Em- 
mett, N. Y., 32 ET spots. 


| Sept. 14 Compared to Sept. 7 | 








Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
8,830 5,007 1,998 15,935 
8,775 4,851 2,012 15,638 

+0.6% +3.2% —0.7% +1.0% 

(Included: KFRC, KGO, KJBS, KPO, | 

KSFO) 





Coca-Cola on Tulane 


New Orleans, Sept. 17. 
For eighth straight year WSMB 
has received contract from Coca- 
Cola to handle play by play broad- 


| casts of al] Tulane games. 


Bill Brengel, station’s sportcaster, 
will do the play by play. 





THREE MONTH TREND OF STATION BUSINESS 


(For All Markets Regularly Reported by ‘Variety’) 





NATIONAL SPOT 


Week Ending Units 
June 29.... 62,145 


Sept.14.... 54,329 











Week Ending 
June 29... . 90,375 


Sept.14__.. 91,652 


LOCAL 


Units Week Ending 


July 6.... 61,217 |} July 6... 89,334 J} July 6....92,641] ]} July 6... 243,222 
July 13.-.- 62,054 |} July 13... 90,015 |] July 13__.. 89,929] ] July 13___ 241,998 
July 20.... 60,556 Jf July 20.... 88,582} } July 20.... 85,031] ] July 20__. 234,169 
July 27.... 56,646 |} July 27.... 87,309} } July 27.... 87,240] ]} July 27... 231,195 
| Aug. 3.... 56,588 }} Aug. 3.... 87,745] ]} Aug. 3.... 87,756]] Aug. 3. ._ 232,089 
J Aug. 10.... 54,599] ] Aug. 10... . 86,147 | | Aug. 10... . 87,387] ] Aug. 10___ 228,133 
Aug. 17... - 53,957 | | Aug. 17. -.. 86,836] | Aug. 17... 87,487] } Aug. 17... 228,280 
Aug. 24... . 53,656 | | Aug. 24... . 88,330] | Aug. 24.... 87,711] | Aug. 24___ 229,697 
Aug. 31... . 54,003 | | Aug. 31---. 90,930 } | Aug. 31... . 87,671] ] Aug. 31___ 232,604 
Sept. 7..-- 54,214) ] Sept. 7... . 90,291] | Sept. 7.... 89,046] ] Sept. 7... 233,551 








NETWORK 


June 29_... 90,034 


Sept.14-_... 89,306 


TOTALS 
Week Ending Units 


June 29... 242,554 


Units 


Sept. 14... 235,287 














broadcasts of ‘Show of the Week,’ 
through Erwin-Wasey. Other pick- 
ups included 13 hours by All Saints 
Church-by-the-Sea of Santa Barbara; 
Armand Co.’s 65 participations in 
Norma Young’s ‘Happy Homes,’ 
through Russell M. Seeds,’ and Stay- 
ner Corp.’s 105 spots, through Erwin- 
Wasey. 


KNX: Colonial Dames (cosmetics), 
156 participations in newscast, 
through Glasser agency; Loma Linda 
Foods, 312 participations in Fletcher 
Wiley combination, through Lisle 
Sheldon; Power Seal, 156 participa- 
tions in newscast, through Mayers 
Co.; Helms Bakeries, 24 participations 
in Fletcher Wiley combo; and Down- 
town Businessmen’s Assn., 52 time 
signals. 

KFI;: Friday Magazine, 10 one- 
minute transcriptions, through H. C. 
Morris; Flamingo nail polish, three 
spots weekly for six months, through 
Milton Weinberg; Chrysler, 13 spots, 
through J. Stirling Getchell. 

KECA: Zeeman Clothing, 221 quar- 
ter-hour recordings, through Lock- 
wood - Shackleford; Chevrolet, 33 
| spots, through Campbell-Ewald; 
Brown Military Academy, 11 partici- 
pations in Art Baker’s ‘Note Book,’ 
|through Lisle Sheldon; Consolidated 
Hotels, 13 quarter-hour programs, 
‘Musical Clock,’ through Allied Ad- 
vertising; Knudsen Creamery, 26 
quarter-hour broadcasts of “Twilight 





| Tales,” through Heintz-Pickering; 
Vitamin Products, 26 quarter-hour 
;programs, “The Family Doctor,’ 


| through Philip J. Meany. 

KFWB: Kay Department Store, 63 
spots, through Charles Davis; Down- 
town Dollar Day, 52 spots, through 
Hillman-Shane; L. A. County Fair, 51 
quarter-hours; Sears Roebuck, 18 





spots, through Mayers Co. 

| Sept. 14 Compared to Sept.7 | 

Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
9,722 10,414 1,915 22,051 
9,587 9,528 1,759 20,874 

+14% +9.3% +8.9% +5.6% 


(Included: KECA, KFI, KFWB, KHBJ, 
KNX) 





‘WWL, N. 0., 7-MONTH 
SPOT REVENUE UP 527 


New Orleans, Sept. 17. 

Including summer months, notori- 
ously bad here, WLW, CBS’ 50,000- 
watter, shows a 52% average in- 
crease in national spot revenue for 
past seven months. 

On a monthly basis, that station’s 
gain in January was 56%; February, 
70%; March, 48%; April, 49%; May, 
43%; June 44%; and July, 51.4%. 











'Brewer’s Triple-Decker 


| Of Sports and Music 
| 





San Antonio, Sept. 17. 


Gulf Brewing Co., of Houston, has 
set a series to be heard three times 
| weekly on the Texas Quality Net- 
work in behalf of its Grand Prize 
beer, through the Rogers Gano 
|; agency. Programs will originate in 
the studios of KPRC, Houston, and 
_will be heard on WOAI here, WFAA, 
Dallas, and WBAP, Fort Worth. 

Program on Tuesdays will be all 
| music, featuring Bert Sloan’s orch; 
on Thursday, program will contain 
music and football predictions by 
Lloyd Gregory, and on Saturday it 
will give the football results with 
j Sanen of the winning teams. Series 
Starts Oct. 1 and will be known as 
'*The Prize Parade.’ 
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SPOT PULLOUTS BURN REPS 





—_— 


Unselling 


—+> 


the Buyer 





Owner of a new half-hour program could have had a commercial 
recently if the sustaining debut of the same show had been deferred 
by one week. After trying for weeks to get a sponsor by the tran- 


scribed audition route, the owner 
worked out a sustaining deal. 


turned to one of the networks and 


On the eve of the sustaining debut, the program’s owner got a phone 
call from an agency, telling him that one of its clients was very much 


impressed by the disc and would 1 


ike to talk details. ‘“That’s fine,’ re- 


joined the program owner, ‘I’m putting the program on sustaining to- 


morrow night. Ask your client to 
the next morning.’ 


listen in and I'll be over to see you 


The program was aired as scheduled and the production was not 


nearly as well done as the transcri 
agency the next moMring that he 


bed version. The client phoned the 
had become totally unsold by the 


broadcast, and that he preferred to forget the whole thing. 








Int. Assn. of Police Chiefs Scores Radio 
Crime Dramas; They Will Boycott Em’ 





Milwaukee, Sept. 17. 

Radio crime dramas were con- 
demned as ‘detrimental to the morals 
and proper training of children’ by 
1,000 delegates to the annual con- 
vention of the International Assn. of 
Chiefs of Police meeting here at the 
Hotel Schroeder. Then, to put teeth 
into their stand, they unanimously 
adopted a resolution Thursday (12) 
that none of the members of the 
organization shall henceforth supply 
factual information on crimes for 
such programs. Going further, they 
agreed to urge that all members of 
police departments and other law 
enforcement agencies be discouraged 
from supplying any such information 
for broadcasting. 

Programs of this nature have had 
altogether too much time on the air, 
the chiefs held, and should be dis- 
continued. They will carry their 
plea to the Federal Communications 
Commission, the national radio 
chains, every member of the Inter- 
national Assn, of Chiefs of Police 
and all state law enforcement or- 
ganizations. Similar action, it was 
announced, is being taken by the 
Central States Probation and Parole 
conference. The resolutions adopted 
by the police officials did not men- 


(Continued on page 30) 


P&G Points Up 
Dat Ole Debbil 





oO 
Time Change burgh may enter the series later. 
| 





Station affiliates on the NBC-red 
were reminded of the approach of 
time change (Sept. 29) and the 
schedule turmoil which goes with 
it by Procter & Gamble’s announce- 


ment last week of its proposed new | 


daytime serial lineup for the fall. 
The P & G switches are more di- 
verse and complicated than ever. 
‘Midstream’ and ‘Woman in White’ 
will be dropped entirely from the 
network after Sept. 27 and on the 
following Monday (30) a new one, 
‘This Small Town’ (Duz Granu- 
ulated Soap), will make its debut. 
Latter will have the 10-10:15 
spot, Monday through Friday. 
‘The Guiding Light’ (Naptha) will 
have a morning release at 10:45 in- 
Stead of 11:45, and a second broad- 
cast at 5:30 p.m. Other switches 
include: ‘Man I Married’ (Oxydol) 
from 10 to 11 a.m., Houseboat Han- 
nah (Lava) from 10:15 to 10 am., 
Road of Life’ (Chipso) from 11:15 
to 11:36 am. ‘Against the Storm’ 
(Ivory) from 11:30 to 11:15 a.m., 


‘Kitty Keene’ (Dreft) from 5:15 to 7 


11:30 am., and Dash will be the 
Program’s plug on a mountain and 
westeoast hookup. 
P Lone Journey’ (Dreft) goes to a 
ll network, with 5:15 the new 
bores and 17 more outlets will be 
og Oct. 21. On that same date 
fe Can Be Beautiful’ (Ivory) will 
move from 5:45 to 6 p.m. and ‘The 
O’Neills’ (same product) 
dropped altogether. 





a.m. | 





Marvel Renews Spot 


Marvel cigarets has renewed its 
spot contracts on WEEI, Boston; 
WBT, Charlotte; KMOX, St. Louis, 
and WJR. Detroit. 

Aitken-Kynett, of Philadelphia, is 
the agency. 


CBS TO LAUNCH 
NYA MUSIC 
SERIES 


Washington, Sept. 17. 

Under the sponsorship of Mrs. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Mayor Fio- 
rello H. LaGuardia and James C. 
Petrillo, president of the American 
Federation of Musicians, a series of 
Sunday morning programs will be 
launched Sept. 29 by the National 
Youth Administration over the Co- 
lumbia network. 

Aubrey Williams, 
trator, has announced a 10:30 a.m. 
program by various symphonic and 
concert orchestras of the NYA, 
starting with a concert by the New 
York NYA Symphony. Cleveland, 
Chicago and Philadelphia will fol- 
low and orchestras from Alabama, 
California, Florida, Georgia, Mas- 
|sachusetts, New Hampshire, New 
| York State, Rhode Island and Pitts- 














im- 
’ 


Describing the series as ‘an 


| portant step in our musical history, 
| Williams said that the programs 


| were a ‘logical development of the 


lrecent NYA _ auditioning contest 


| which led to the formation of the | 
Youth | 


| Stokowski All-American 
| Symphony Orchestra.’ 

Several NYA Negro choral groups 
and 18 


plus 





[probably will be heard 
|choruses of various kinds, 
NYA bands; will be eligible. 


‘Mary McBride Quen) On 
CBS Oct. 7 for Fla. Citrus 


Margaret McBride (nee 
‘Martha Deane,’ on the WOR outlet) 
| starts her Florida Citrus broadcasts 
| Oct. 7, instead of the end of this 
}month, via a national CBS hookup. 
Her finale, after six and a half years, 


Mary 


ing which Miss McBride vacations a 
| spell. 

| She has a Boston American Legion 
| convention personal (women’s aux- 
iliary) booked for Sept. 25-26. 





COSBY-ROBERTS IN N. Y. 

Clarence Cosby, commercial man- 
ager of KXOK, St. Louis, making the 
rounds of Manhattan agencies. Sta- 
tion will shift to the NBC Blue in 
up his new schedules. After polish- 
ing off New York. 

John Roberts, KXOK general man- 





| tomorrow (Thursday). 





PUT IN MUDD 
BY AGLY. BUYER: 





Claim Agency Time Buyers 
Becoming Too Casual and 
Irresponsible in Treatment 
of Reservations — Tears 
Down Their Standing 
With Stations 





NO AUTHORITY? 





Station reps are beginning to burn 
at the casual, and, in some Cases, 
irresponsible way that agency time 
buyers have started this season to 
treat the matter of spot reservations. 
The degree of 
from this quarter, say the reps, has 
got so bad that it’s going to take 
some time for an important station 
to regard a time reservation relayed 
by its rep as anything but a cer- 
tainty. The situation, complain the 
reps, certainly doesn’t help build 
their prestige with stations. 

The reps state that they aren’t 
squawking merely about the flipping 
around they got from Vick and 
Feen-a-Mint, but the attitude of the 
average agency on the subject of 
reservations. There was a_ time 
when a time buyer made a reserva- 
tion that was tantamount to an 
order, or at least nine cases out of 
10. Now a time buyer, with some 
exceptions, thinks nothing of asking 
a rep to sew up some spots for him 
and then proceed to practically for- 
get about them. 

Meanwhile the station itself goes 


inconsiderateness | 


F Radio's Payroll, 
Was $51,620,306; 





Half An Army 





To get the pro actors on the 
show into the proper mood, the 
U.S. Army air service took Dick 
Abert and Albert Aley, who play 
the leads in the recruiting pro- 
gram ‘Johnny Get Your Wings,’ 
to Mitche Field and put them 
through a regular medical exam- 
ination just like the one drama- 
tized in the script. 

Abert passed okay, but Aley 
flunked because he had hay 
fever. 


WEINER HEADS 
WLW MUSIC 
DEPT. 


Cincinnati, Sept. 17. 











(16) in WLW’s music department as 
general manager of that division and 
its associated activities. Besides be- 
ing personnel director of the music 





into a stew. It had abided by the 
station rep’s request and, as the 
weeks go by, it passes up one local 
offer after another for the 
spots. Invariably after a 
tion has dragged along for more than 
a week the final showdown from 
station to rep to time buyer results 
in an ‘I’m-sorry-but-the-client-says- 
no.’ 
No Authority? 


Apparently the time-buying fra- 





NYA adminis- | 


12! 


the near future, and Cosby is lining | 


ternity doesn’t pack the authority it 
used to. No longer are 
(Continued on page 30) 


1 
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Bar Assn. Asks Radio 
| To Cease Depicting 
| Lawyers as Villains 
| Philadelphia, Sept. 17. 
| The nation’s barristers are peeved 
at the constant characterization of 





members of their profession as 
shysters and villains in radio 
sketches. 


American Bar Assn., 
| its national convention here Satur- 
day (15), unanimously approved a 
resolution of the Committee on Pub- 
lic Relations, read by Sylvester C. 
Smith, Jr., of Newark. The resolu- 
tion read: 

The committee 
characterization of 
radio as villains. 


objects to the 
lawyers on the 
The committee is 


taking up this objection with the 
broadcasters with a view to obtain- 
ing modification of such characteri- 
zations, at least to the extent of hav- 
,ing villainous lawyers presented 


|an exception rather than the rule.’ 


| as is 
Lopez, Clark Permanent 


On MBS’ Co-op ‘Show’ 


Vincent Lopez orchestra’ and 
Buddy Clark will be the fixtures this 








| 
| 
| 


} season on ‘Show of the Week,’ which | 


returns to WOR-Mutual Sundays 
starting Sept. 29 with a cooperative 
sponsor setup over 16 stations and 
sustaining on the rest of the network. 
Guest comedians will 
,;each program. Milton Berle is the 
| debut star. 

| Series last season had regular m.c.- 


will be | ager, is joining Cosby in New York | comedians, with different bands each hope 


| week. 


they free | 


The House of Delegates of the} 
which ended | 


be used on) 


|in the position of music director. 


| Latter spot was filled for the past | 
same | couple years by Josef Cherniavsky, | 
reserva- | 


|and prior to that by William Stoess. 
| Cherniavsky was recently granted a 
| leave to tackle new chores in the 
east. 

Present position filled by Weiner 
is the biggest single station music 
responsibility in radioland outside 
the networks, according to Jim 
Shouse, general manager of 
Crosley stations, who made the ap- 
pointment. Assistant to Weiner is 
George Rogers, coordinator of mu- 
sic at WLW since 1936. 

WLW’s music staff consists of five 
orchestras directed by Stoess, Burt 
Farber, Jimmy James, Phil Davis 
|and Virginio Marucci,-also a corps 
| of arrangers, librarians and vocalists, 
; plus a hillbilly group of more than 
| 30 persons. 


} 


‘HOW RADIO TALENT 











Washington, Sept. 17. 
Ruling that performers appearing 
in concert hall or hotel ballrooms 
need not be regarded as ‘employees’ 


f a radio station which may be 
carrying the program was handed 
lown Monday (16) by Col. Philip 
B. Fleming, administrator of the 
Wage and Hour division. 
Performers broadcasting direct 
from the studios are considered em- 
ployees of the station, Fleming said 
even though they appear on sus- 
taining programs, but singers, mu- 


|sicians, ete., who are compensated 
by the hotel, concert management 
or other outside individuals cannot 


'be placed in this category. In other 
words, broadcast stations are not re- 
quired to observe the wage-hours 
laws in the latter instance. 


All performers operating from the 
home-base are covered by the wage- 
j;hour act, Fleming decreed, even if 
the station ‘does not compensate the 
performers, but merely permits the 
| performer to use the facilities of the 
| broadcasting station to publicize the 
jtalents of the performers in the 
that such performers. will 
j thereby secure employment.’ 


Milton Weiner moved up Monday | 


staff and orchestra manager, he as- 
|}sumes the functions formerly vested | 


the | 


FITS-IN WAGE LAW 


Excepting Talent, 
Nets $13,651,074 


Washington, Sept. 17. 

With an average of $63.03 per per- 
|son per week, the three major net- 
| works footed more than one-third 
lof the radio industry’s bill for labor 
'and personal services (disregarding 
; talent) last year. Survey by the 
| F.C.C. shows total radio payroll for 
| 1939 was $51,620,305. 
| The webs shelled out $13,651,074 
| to approximately 4,200 executives 
'and regular employees, with 705 
| stations anteing $37,969,231. Average 
| wage of the station help was $41.94, 
with employees getting $36.64 and 
the execs bringing the typical figure 
up more than $5. Network employees 
| were better paid, getting $58.19 while 
brass hats pocketed $230.49. 

The typical income for adminis- 
trative heads was $109.74 in stations 
and $381.73 in the webs. Technical 
execs drew $54.12 and $161.86, re- 
spectively. Comparative figures for 
| other execs were: Program, $56.42 
land $185.70, commercial, $84.60 and 
$214.04; publicity, $56.13 and $143.75. 
Technical Help Tops 
Highest averages among employees 
went to research and development 
technicians in the individual stations 
and to staff musicians and time sales- 
men in the webs. Comparative fig- 
ures for various classes were: 


Technical 
} Net 

Stations. works, 
| Research and development. $54.01 $65.55 
CT oc 6 ccccctabeeces« 38.85 66.23 

Program 
| Production ..........+. 39.00 55.87 
eee 82.46 56.74 
ANMOURCEPO ..oscees 32.52 65.54 
Staf? musiclans............ 47.35 125.00 
CAMGP MEVEIBS occ ccee , 45.82 33.45 

Commercial 

Outside salesmen...... ‘ 48.50 121.23 

| Promotion and merchandis- 
DP SR etieees ewcekkewsaees 42.11 47.73 


General and Administrative 


| 


ROGOUMEINE ociccccavcosssie 30.37 42.84 
[Clerical ...cecesseee 20.35 25.54 
Stenographic ....... 21.73 26.30 


The above figures cover only full- 
(Continued on page 39) 


Cough Soother’s 
Spot Campaign 
On 40 Stations 


Smith Bros. 








{cough drops and 
syrup) will have a spot campaign 
running this fall. J. D. Tarcher & 
Co., agency on the account, is lining 
|up the stations for late October or 
|early November starting dates. List 
may take in about 40 stations. 

It will be news periods, spot an- 
nouncements, daytime participation 
| programs, or what have you. 


Connie Boswell Will 





Air for St. L. Brewer 


St. Louis, Sept. 17 


Connie Boswell has been inked 
for a p.a. on the Alpen Brau (Co- 
lumbia Brewing Co.) program over 
KMOX every day she is in town 
while appearing at the Chase Club, 
wank west end nitery She will 
solo with Ben Feld KMOX orch, 
the Harmonettes and Freddy Bege- 
mann, tenor, 

Her nitery stint begins Friday 


(20) and probably will continue for 
two weeks. 
Craig West to Record 
Rexall’s Name Program 
Walter Craig, of the Street & Fin- 
ney agency, goes to Hollywood this 
week to do the recorded Rexall 
series. Cast will include Ken Mur- 
ray, Kenny Baker, David Brokeman’s 
orchestra with 22 men, the Four- 
some, James Wallington and Harlow 
Wilcox. 
Programs will plug Rexall’s One- 
Cent sales, which take place the 
|; week of Oct. 30. 
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“WYTHE WILLIAMS 
Comment 


RADIO REVIEWS ARIETY 


ROBERT L. RIPLEY | ECHOES OF NEW YORK 
With Linda Lee, Ted Jewett, B. A. Jack Arthur, Kay Lorraine, 





GUS HAENSCHEN’S ORCH 
With Thomas L, Thomas, Margaret 


| PAUL GALLICO 
Josef Interview 





15 Mins. 
AMERICAN SAFETY RAZOR 
Tues., Thurs., 8 p.m.; Sun., 7:45 p.m. 
WOR-Mutual, New York 

(Federal) 

With the war increasing in tempo 
and intensity day by day, commenta- 
tors are growing even more compel- 
ling attention-getters for radio. One 
of the strongest of the crop is Wythe 
Williams, who after an extended run 
over Mutual as a sustainer, started 
last week over a 93-station hookup 
three times a week for American 
Safety Razor, plugging its Star 
blades. Initial stanza as a sponsored 
editorializer was meaty and absorb- 
ing, anything but cheering to those 
who fear and loathe Hitlerism, and 
packed with provocative and illumi- 
nating material. 

Continuing to stress his reputation 
for scoops which he gained as editor 
of the Greenwich (Conn.) Times, 
Williams didn’t bother with the rou- 
tine news of the day, but offered in- 
formation from ‘my own sources’ 
about the specific extent and location 
of air-raid damage to London and 
the chances of England successfully 
beating off or withstanding the Nazi 
assault. It was grim stuff, but he 
said at the outset that he ‘couldn't 
be optimistic and still be frank.’ 


Latter portion of the broadcast 
dealt with the man Williams regards 
as France’s coming man-of-the-hour, 
Gen. Charles Huntziger, new min- 
ister of war in the Vichy cabi- 
net. Also commented from ‘con- 
fidential reports’ about Moscow’s 
Balkan aims, whether or not the 
Nazis have obtained the much- 
touted U. S. bomb-sight, and wound 
up with a teaser about his next pro- 
gram revealing Hitler’s plans. He 
speaks directly, forcefully, stumbles 
slightly on occasion and, when caught 
(10), used up his voice before getting 
through the program. : 

Commercial used an obviously-in- 
serted mention of a _ red-bearded 
Russian as a springboard for the 
blurb about Star blades, which are 
better, cheaper, etc. Hobe. 


‘HAVE YOU MET ANNETTE” 
15 Mins, 
BBC, London 

Idea back of this one forms a neat 
base. Annette puts through a call 
to boy friend in the army, sings him 
a tune, tosses in a quip, feeds a 
couple of his favorite discs, and in- 
dulges in some homely philosophy 
while recalling happy times together. 
Wonder is whether the boys won't 
desert pronto and head for a pair of 
Open arms. 

Since there’s discs around, Annette 
might lay off the vocal or get a bet- 
ter stand-in 
¢ AS Nar 


Rolfe Orch. | Bonime, The Edisoneers, Gas House 
130 Mins. Boys, Linton Wells, Ruth Lowe 
ROYAL CROWN COLA Songs, Band, Talk 
Friday, 10 p.m. 30 Mins. 


WABC-CBS, New York 
(B. B. D. & O.) 

Ripley’s radio version of his ‘Be- 
lieve It or Not’ features is the same 
this season as last. It revived last 
‘Friday (13), again for Royal Crown 
Cola and with Linda Lee as vocalist, 
Ted Jewett reading the commercials, 
B. A. Rolfe’s orchestra supplying the 
|}musical interludes and Ripley him- 
self as m.c. There were also the 
usual ‘Believe It or Not’ guest dra- 
matic spots. 

Under the circumstances, then, 
there’s little to say about the show. 
‘It has proven itself a radio click and, 
vn the basis of this season opener, 


nustled off to a comparatively smooth | 


start. There were a few lapses, a 
couple of which were apparently due 
to the guesters’ unfamiliarity with 
the mike and the others caused, by 
Ripley’s speech stumbles. But the 
show kept moving and retained in- 
terest throughout. Miss Lee, still 
unaccountably given only a single 
number, whacked ‘Great Day Coming 
Manana’ for a bullseye, and Rolfe’s 
batoning was a standard commercial 
contribution, 

Sponsor is plugging the idea of ‘in- 
dividual taste test’ and making an 
offer that looks kinda hollow from 
this end of the kilocycles; that is, 
guaranteeing to refund the 10c. price 


for two bottles of R. C. Cola if the | 


purchaser doesn’t agree the stuff 


tastes better than any other brand. | 


Since the buyer must send the two 
bottle tops to Atlanta and pay the 
postage, the ‘guarantee’ looks like 
just one of those gestures. Hobe. 


MUSIC LOVERS’ HOUR 
60 Mins. 
SERVICE DRUGS 
Mon.-thru-Sat., 10:30 p.m. CT 
WCEL, Chicago 

(Goodkind, Joice & Morgan) 

Classical and semi-classical music 

arranged with a fine feeling for 
maximum popularity makes a full 
jhour program that must collect an 
| almost fanatically loyal audience. 
| This show is full of ear-pleasing mu- 
|sic, not only for just the so-called 
highbrows, but also for the average 
public, for the selections played are 
not the strictly erudite type, but tend 
towards the popular and more melo- 
dious classics and semi-classics. 

It is a fine and enjoyable program 
that must satisfy a large audience. 
Martin Jacobson handles the an- 
nouncing job with tact and skill. His 
introductions are not too lengthy and 
are in keeping with the tone of the 
program. 

In all, one of the best local pvro- 
grams hereabouts. Gold. 


| Consolidated Edison Co. 

| Wed., 7:30 p.m. 

WJZ, New York 
(McCann-Erickson) 

It’s the sixth consecutive season 
for this local stanza and the under- 
lying intent is still goodwill build- 
ing among the utility’s consumers. 
Program's latest standby 
Wells. 
sumers that Consolidated Edison is 
doing a great job for them; has them 
always at heart, and how it brings 
‘ts services to them at the lowest 
possible cost and with 
thought to the ‘American 
life.’ 

As for the entertainment content 
of the program, it still reaches back 
|to the early ‘30s, but withal makes 
for a fairly diverting half-hour. The 


way of 


is Linton, 
His job is to assure the con- | 


always a| 


REGAL AMBER BEER 
Sunday (8), 7 p.m. 
KPO, San Francisco 


Sportswriter now visiting in San | 


Daum 
30 Mins.; Local 
STROH BREWING CO. 
Tues., 7:30 p. m, 
WIR, Detroit. 





Francisco faced mike as this week’s 


guest on chatter show conducted by ‘alsitiee . . 
Herb Caen, Chronicle columnist. Re- achieving the trick of pleasing both 
the fanciers of popular and sym- 


vealed poor air personality, stum- | : ; . : 
bling over script and making pauses | Phonic music, this costly single- 


in middle of sentences as though | Station broadcast is starting to bend 

turning page, but, despite that, plus many ears its way each Tuesday. It's 

added handicap of Caen’s so-called | backer, Stroh beer outfit, has taken 

wisecracks, Gallico kicked out pro- the rubber off the bankroll. 

gram of topnotch interest. He had a ; : 

story to tell and, with a little better | While the costs come high, results 
reaction have been good. For 


help, might have sold it more satis- | 2nd 
ceslcele, + ree Sen eas | the local flash, the broadcasts are set 


Writer recalled how he got fired jin the swank Masonic auditorium, 


Hitting across wide musical tastes, 





‘as motion picture ed and was tucked /but more important are the specially 


| away in sports department of N. Y. |arranged numbers, hitting down the 


|Daily News by sympathetic friend. 
'Got tired of routine, however, so 
|talked Jack Dempsey into bout at 


middle aisle of taste for the vaster air 

audience. Program has the seeming 

way note, but the 36 musicians 
e 


unlimber in their playing to catch 


training camp. Wanted to know 


production is as usual, quite fuzzy. | what it felt like to be kayoed. 
Spotted as guests for the series’ re-| 1 earned with profitable results, sum- 
turn (11) to the air were Paul Wing. | mary of findings impressing to ex- 
one of the original quizzers, and /tent that he was handed column of 
|Ruth Lowe, who wrote the current his own. Also claimed credit for 
song hit, ‘I'll Never Smile Again. | originating Aquacade idea when he 
Wing asked questions mostly about) ctageq a water carnival at Jones 
New York and gave away cash, while | Reach in ’34, with Eleanor Holm and 
Miss Lowe was interviewed on the| Johnny Weissmuller as toppers. 
subject on how she came to author | Wound up sesh with note that he’s 
the number and get it published. | off to South America next month on 
Like all such celeb interviews, this | writing jaunt for Cosmopolitan mag. 
one just whiled away a few minutes. Wern 
Of the program’s regulars, Jack 
Arthur is still baritoning when he 
isn’t m.c.ing; Kay Lorraine does in- 
gratiatingly by a torch number; The 
Gas House Boys ply an easy barber- 
shop chord on old favorites; the Ed- 


OLIVIO SANTORO 
Songs 
15 Mins. 
VOGT’S PHILA. SCRAPPLE 
Sun., 5:15 p.m. 





isoneers fill in so-so on choral oc- 

casions, and Josef Bonime’s con- | WIZ-NBC, New York 

tingent gives out some thinly sound- (Clements Co.) 

ing band accompaniments. Odec. Another addition to the Clements 
a ge b This shag somo 4 apeney 

still cleaves to the theory that noth- 

oh py on » ing so soothes and convinces the 

10 Mine household as the wavering treble of 

| Sustaining a performing youngster. In _ the 

| Mon.-Fri., 12:35 p.m, segs preceding this program 

| WBT, Charlotte the same agency and account (Mod- 

"ii i — u t| ern Food Process) has the little 

ave Lane packs a wallop NOt|/ Moylan Sisters. The latter sell 


common to local talent. Real name 
|is Eber Lineberger and he is no 
| stranger to radio in this section. 
| WBT, scouting for new personalities, 
| grabbed him from the opposition and 
is spotting him five days weekly. 

| A combination Ed McConnell with- 
|out the smile, and Dwight Fiske 
without the double entendre, Lane 
|accompanies himself at piano and 
|imtersperses tunes with homey, con- 
fidential patter. His piano is excep- 
|tional and his own song arrange- 
|ments above par. Added to that is 
a mike voice with plenty of casual 
warmth. 


Thrivo Dog Foods, while Olivio San- 
toro, a 12-year-old yodeler, gets out 
in behalf of MFP’s brand of Phila- 
delphia scrapple. 

The boy specializes in cowboy bal- 
lads. His nasal and pitch are not too 
hard on the ears. 
is ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ and he ac- 


even has a verse which glorifies the 
product and this he yodels twice 
during the 15 minutes. Announcer 
also contributes two lengthy plugs. 
They are of the yum-yum and boy- 
oh-boy-there’s-nothing-like-it type. 

Just. Odec. 





His theme song | 


companies himself on the guitar. He} 


the attention of the younger genera- 
tion as well as the oldsters. 

Plus the music, there’s baritone of 
Thomas L. Thomas and soprano of 
| Margaret Daum. At an estimated 
cost of at least $4,000 per for the 39- 
week program, here’s a rundown on 
the type of tunes which went out at 
the last broadcast: ‘Sunny,’ ‘One 
|; Kiss, with Miss Daum vocal; dance 
|tempo but symphonic effect of ‘Mel- 
ody in F’; ‘Nichavo’ for Thomas’ bar- 
itone; modern flash in ‘Ciribiribin’; 
‘Moon Love’ with both 
‘Naila’ and both vocalists again with 
‘Play Gypsies.’ : 

Commercials are inducted painless- 
ly in a production with plenty of 
vitality. It marks the entry here of 
the beer makers into a better type of 
music, since companies earlier had 
gone to late hour airings on pop re- 
cordings. Pool. 








| SPEAKING OF SPORTS 
| Maury Farrell 

| 15 Mins.—Local 

| Sustaining 

| Daily, 6:30 p.m. 

WAPI, Birmingham 

On a tri-station hookup of three 
| Birmingham radio stations, Maury 
Farrell, WAPI sports spieler, clicked 
with a new sports broadcast. With 
the assistance of Bill Terry, WSGN 
sportscaster, and Leland Childs, 
WBRC spieler, Farrell fired ques- 
tions at Le Roy Monsky, ex-Univer- 
| sity of Alabama football captain, and 
Harold Helfer, reporter. 

Program brought out opinions on 
| prospects for football teams in the 
| Southeastern Conference, with Mon- 
| sky furnishing the serious view and 
| Helfer the comedy. It sounded like 
| carefully rehearsed stuff, but never- 
| theless it scored. Wind. 
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——INY GET YOUR WINGS’ _ | ‘THOSE WE LOVE’ | heading toward marriage, but if they| MAHDEEN MYSTERY PLAY- ‘FIRST NIGHTER’ ‘ 
‘JOH Dick Abert, Albert Aley, Paul | With Donald Woods, Nan Grey, Alma ever make it the listener rating will HOUSE With Les Tremayne, Barbara Luddy, 
With ents, Dean Carlten, Jone Al- Kruger, Richard Cromwell, Oscar take a drop, so it’s a cinch that’s one 30 Mins.; Regional Bret Morrison, Eric Sagerquist 

om Florence Robinson, Kitty O’Shea, Virginia Sale, Ann Todd | wedding that'll remain merely pros-'| MAHDEEN BEAUTY Orch 





if, Harry Antrim, pesry|90 Mins. pective. Now the medico is becom-| PRODUCTS CO. |25 Mins. 
Goss nell Lt. John Doerr PROCTER & GAMBLE ing involved in a battle with corrupt Sun., 4:30 p.m. | CAMPANA SALES 
O’Don , Monday, 8 p. m. municipal officials and a villainous |WOAI-TQN, San Antonio | Tuesday, 8:30 p.m. 
15 Mine 2MY AIR SERVICE WABC-CBS, New York slum overlord. ay (Grant) WABC-CBS, New York 
U. S. Wed., Fri. 7:30 p.m. (Kastor) _, Writing is hardly literature, but it’s| From the studios of WFAA in) (Aubrey, Moore & Wallace) 
Mon., New York 7 Np lid . literate slick mag stuff, with a Dallas, riding the Texas Quality ; 
wMCA, dramatic serial about the Agnes Ridgway’s solid serial re- shrewd sense of character and an’ Network comes this whodunit on| O2¢ of the veteran once-weekly 
This course of U. S. army air|turns for its third season, this time amiability that should pass for hu- Sunday afternoon which can be dramatic shows on the air, ‘First 
rE odes is the first of several|in the 8-8:30 Monday night spot on|mor. Nothing that’s said or done is| listened to by the entire family Nighter’ is away for a new season 
service shows aimed to hypo avia- |CBS opposite the Standard Brands ‘I | actually funny, or even amusing, but | without any fear of having the dial for C a’s Italian Balm. On th 
similar nt ents. Written produced | Love a Mystery’ (resuming Sept. 30) the characters engage in an affection- | changed because of too much blood - ; ampan an ci nae 
tion — by Robert Sloan, under | and Bell Tel’s James Melton-Francia | ate sort of banter and laugh a lot.|and thunder. More interest could basis of last week’s chapter (10), 
and directe i ae Lt. John Doerr, of | White series. That’s tough competi- | Show originates in Hollywood, with! be aroused, however, if format of | the stanza is rapidly getting no bet- 
the supe rield it's designed to be an |tion, but ‘Those We Love’ is a proven |Gordon Hughes, a Chicago refugee, | program could be changed to include |ter. This edition was a prehistoric 
Mitchel 1 and unglamorized pic-|draw and should lasso a respectable | as producer-director. Donald Woods | possible solutions by home armchair | Vintage romance called ‘Cupid with 
educations life and schooling of a|share of the available listeners. |is excellent as the young doc, al- | detectives, instead of the solution at |@ Crown,’ by Ralph W. Hunter. Kind 
ture of the ervice recruit, from the | Drama has a new sponsor this sea-|though he’s occcasionally a_ trifle |end of drama by the Mahdeen Master | Of B-picture melodrama treatment 
typical gr ms until he is graduated |son, Procter & Gamble bankrolling | slow picking up cues. Nan Grey is | Detective. |of the old Graustark situation, the 
— rm =a a reserve officer with | it for Teel. Previous backers were a properly tremulous heroine; Alma Opening play was subtitled ‘Trans- | OPUS. oozed with sentimentality and 
a year < a combat flyer Pond’s and Royal Desserts. Kruger brings her sharp trouping | fer of Guilt,’ and had a Dr. Phillip | puerile dialog. 
ra‘ing oe such a series has to sub-| Essentially, ‘Those We Love’ re- skill to the part of the aunt, while | Cole convicted for murder and near-| Retained the Broadway ‘first night’ 
Natura Poe of the personal dra-|tains the same formula as_before. | Richard Cromwell, Virginia Sale and | }y electrocuted. William Sprague, | Setup, with the radio drama present- 
ordinate eter to the description and It’s still the pleasant New England | the others provide satisfactory sup- Master Detective. unraveled the | ed as the evening’s preem, against 
matic one of the service. But in| family of father, Aunt Emily, daugh- | port. Film-ename leads should con-! mystery and Dr. Cole got the girl. | @ background of studio-produced 
noemaroune | factual dope is unob-| ter Kathy and her twin brother Kit, | tinue to attract dialer attention. Flashbacks heightened the drama. ,auto horns, crowd noises, calls of 
this Cay. presented and, as flying is|C0OK Martha, Kathy’s sweetheart! Dramatic portion of the program| Commercials are for Mahdeen hair | ‘curtain going up’ and the like. Piece 
var sianting subject for most earth- | Doc. Leslie Foster, the latter’s young | 1s offered without a break, the only | tonie ind shampoo, and are in good is _in three ‘acts,’ with commercial 











——_— 


pound dialers anyway, it provides an daughter, his housekeeper and sun- | commercials being a brief identifica- | taste. James Alderman handles the SPiels in_ the ‘intermissions.’ Chi- 


fa tent dry assorted supporting characters. | tion at the opening and the major | commercial announcing, while Ralph | C889-produced, it is obviously aimed 
; Cee etalk the toe Situations have come and gone dur- | plug at the close. Blurb on Monday’s | wijson po the scene —. does ei. for broad appeal, but overdoes the 

caught g haracters self-reliant |ing the two seasons the show has | (16) edition described Teel’s quali-|nuity. Program is produced by hoke. It positively creaks. 
principe d nervous Bill, go to|been on the air, but the basic situa- | ties as ‘beauty in every drop—beauty | Louis V. Quince. | Show, a radio standard, underwent 
j rare Field for medical examina- | tion remains the same. Kathy and | of teeth and beauty of breath.’ Copy All scripts are claimed originals. |@ Production setup switch, which 
cad pk wander about the Young Dr. Foster are perennially | is reasonably restrained. Hobe. Andy. | may explain something. Hobe. 
grounds to absorb the atmosphere. —3 
That didn’t offer a chance for any 
femme dramatic angle, nor any of 
the intriguing aeronautical lore that 
will follow when the story actually 
gets off the ground, but it was skill- 
fully scripted and presented. 


Due to obvious budget limitations, 
the production is extremely simple, 
with waxed musical bridges and lit- 
tle attempt at sound effects. But ex- 


cept for one insufficiently empha- 


sized cross-fade, the performance 
was well paced and expressively 
played. Dick Abert and Albert Aley 
were the two leads, Dean Carlton 


was an army doctor, and Paul Clem- And it’s only natural that adver- 
ents a sergeant. Other regulars in 


the cast include Jone Allison, Flor- tising messages on WLW should 
ence Robinson, Kitty Cosgriff, Harry 
Antrim and Peggy O’Donnell. Lt. produce sales here, just as they 
Doerr announces and reads the re- 
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pt 


cruiting blurb. Sloan and the cast do in the more than a score of 
work gratis, and the station contrib- h ‘ . 
utes the time. Hobe. other rich trading centers that 


lie within the primary area of 
The Nation’s Station. WLW is a 


regular Portsmouth listening 


‘TROJAN HORSES’ 

Albert Brandt 
15 Mins, 
' Sastaining 

Tues.-Thurs., 8:15 p.m. 

WMCA, New York 

A German refugee, Albert Brandt, 

is doing an excellent service to the 

country of his adoption by exposing 

the ‘Trojan Horses’ within our gates. 
In this series on WMCA he is taking 
up one by one the activities of per- 

sons he alleges are ‘fifth columnists,’ 
naming names, dates and places and 
pulling no punches. 

First two talks were on Nazi propa- 
gandists who work under the frock 
coat of religion. Last Thursday (12) 
he spoke on George Edward Death- 
erage, head of the Knights of the 
White Camelia. Terming Deatherage 
a ‘big frog in the pool of un-Ameri- 
can propaganda,’ Brandt quoted 
documents to show that Deatherage 
‘thought democracy has failed and 
what the United States must have is 
a type of government which will 
take lessons from Adolf Hitler.’ 

Talk was well-documented through- 
out and, although not exactly reveal- 
ing Deatherage’s methods, succeeded 
in strongly impressing listeners with 
Brandt’s intimate knowledge of his 
subject. Some parts of his expose in 
fact, in which he quoted what must 
have been some very personal con- 
versations at great length, raise 
doubt as to whether he was hiding 
under official beds or is applying a 
liberal dose of imagination. For in- 
stance, a talk between Deatherage 
and Baron Ulrich von Gienanth, sec- 
ond secretary of the German Em- 
bassy. 

Brandt’s delivery is marked by sin- 
cerity, but is dominated by his Ger- 
man accent. It’s not difficult to un- 
derstand him, however, even in his 
effort to make his already dramatic 
script more so. However, his voice 
is extremely high-pitched and there 
can be no doubt the excellent ma- 
terial could be more effectively de- 
livered by a deeper, clearer, more 
authoritative voice. Herb. 


habit. The resulting consumer 
preference is a very tangible factor 
on which Portsmouth merchants 
capitalize by pushing WLW- 
advertised products. 
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Hollywood, Sept. 17. 
Thrice weekly quarter-hour pro- 
grams are on Vick’s shopping list 
or Oct. 7 start over NBC’s Coast 
red network. 
Choice may fall on variety, nov- 
elty or script shows. 


REPRESENTATIVES: NEW YORK—Transemericon Broadeasting and Television Cerp., 
. CHICAGO—WLW, 138 NM. Michigan Ave, SAN FRANCISCO—International Radic Sales 
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Fizdale Organizing 


Radio Eds 


For Philco Oscar Awards, But 
-Scripps-Howard Opposish Seen 


Tom Fizdale publicity outfit has 
undertaken to organize the radio ed- 
itors of the country into an associa- 
tion with the primary purpose of 
putting over a promotional stunt for 
Philco Radio. Opposi.ion to the 
project is anticipated from the 
Scripps-Howard chain and other 
publications since the stunt encom- 
passes competition to the program 
popularity polls conducted by these 
publications annually. 


Formation of the radios eds into 
an association would be essential to 
the execution of the Philco promo- 
tion. Idea, as sold to the set manu- 
facturer by Fizdale, entails the set- 
ting up of a ‘Philco Radio Academy 
Award,’ fashioned along the lines of 
the annual distribution of ‘Oscars’ 
by the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Science. Whereas the lat- 
ter awards are determined by co- 
workers within the industry, the 
Philco recognitions would come, as is 
the case of all present polls and 
radio award stunts, from outsiders. 

Selection of winners of the Philco 
awards would be done by vote of 
the radio eds in the association. The 
presentations, accompanied by the 
hoopla of a dinner in New York, 
would be so timed as to precede by 
a month or so the announcement of 
the New York World-Telegram’s an- 
nual poll, The radio eds would have 
their local tie-ups. Prizes would be 
given to readers who guessed the 
names of the local ed’s selections. 
The World-Telly is the N. Y. Scripps- 
Howard outlet. 

As a preliminary to the promo- 
tional stunt Fizdale a couple weeks 
ago summoned to New York a rep- 
resentative group of radio editors 
and suggested the formation of an 
association. The radio eds some 
years ago had some sort of an or- 
ganization of their own, but it never 
amounted to much in either number | 
or function. Since the N. Y. meet- | 





‘Iowa Football Games 
To Plug Dairy Products 


Des Moines, Sept. 17. 

Broadcasts of Iowa State college 
and the University of Iowa football 
games this season will be the major 
advertising and publicity activity of 
|the Iowa dairy industry commission. 
|The commission has set aside $32,000 
of its funds for a dairy products pub- 
licity campaign within Iowa. 

The Iowa State games, both at 
home and away, will be carried over 
WOI at Ames, and the Iowa Uni- 
versity games, both at home and 
away, will be over KRNT-WMT, Des 
| Moines. Iowa State night games will 
inot be broadcast, but other Missouri 
| valley conference games will be 


| filled on those dates. 


ET Mfrs. Brief 


Asks FCC to Give 
‘Em More Dignity 











Hollywood, Sept. 17. 

Electrical Transcription Mfrs. of 
Hollywood is filing a brief with the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion in connection with the network 
monopoly report. Brief, as prepared 
by the manufacturers’ counsel, Ben 
|S. Fisher, opposes the requirement 
|that a transcription announcement 














Milton Cross New M.C. ' +049 
On Imp'l Tobacco Stow + — From the Production Centres 
Montreal, Sept. 17. ++++- 
ilton Cross will m.c. the new 
aie Up and Listen’ series (tran- IN NEW YORK CITY Se er 





iptions é re- ‘ . iden 
a te Se ee Vincent Connolly announcing the Wythe Williams series over Wor. 


pte t | Mutual for American Safety Razor....Eddie Oliver orchestra remoting 
ne along Far See sane | over Mutual from the Hotel Stevens, Chicago....Pat Barnes is off TH 
Programs are produced by Vic Never Forget,’ True Story mag’s dramatic series. 

George at the NBC studios in N. Y. Herbert L. Pettey, WHN head, made his mike debut last week over his 
Cross is a newcomer to the series, | own station....Virginia Peine set for several dates on ‘Short, Short Story,’ 
| Among others to appear on the pro- | which Paul Stewart directs... .Clifford Goldsmith, ‘Aldrich Family’ author, 
grams this season are Ramona and was one of the judges who picked ‘Miss America’ last week at Atlantic 
The Revellers. City....Joe Bier, early morning announcer over WOR, celebrated his ten) 
| anniversary with the station Sunday (15)....Nino Martini, Vivian Della 


|Chiesa, Hilde Reggiana and Robert Weede to be guests on Antonini concert 
FCC HEAD COLD <= over WOR-Mutual this season. 
George Ansbro, announcer on ‘Young Widder Brown’ series, vacationing 
in West Indies....Charita Bauer back in ‘Orphans of Divorce’ after several] 
ON FOR E| GN strawhat engagements and summer drama course at Harvard... .Effie 


Palmer, also of the ‘Orphans’ cast, doubled last week on ‘Death Valley 

Days’ and the ‘Hour of Charm’....‘John’s Other Wife’ five years old and 

‘Waltz Time,’ eight years old, this month....both are Frank and Anne 

Hummert shows....Boyd Crawford back with ‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill’ 
after summer theatre sessions.... 

Helen Hayes’ first program (Sept. 29) for Lipton Tea on CBS will be 
titled ‘Victoria and Albert’. Material is from the same sources as her 
stage play, ‘Victoria Regina,’ but the air stanza will confine itself to the 

<3 , Regent’s love story.... Young & Rubicam has been offered a ‘Pot of Gold’ 
Repeated ee — y © idea with a different band each week by MCA for Half ’n’ Half tobacco.... 
PP coment should am Aenean, Julius J. Colby, play reviewer on WMCA, N. Y., distributes in lobbies and 
preted broadcasting—in onter ta) backstage at premieres cards reminding that the opening will be com- 
rence an F oh ser of fifth columns | mented over the station at midnight....Merry Macs step out of the Al 
and pb or Bs non agiation through Pearce show on the Coast Oct. 4 and return immediately to New York. 
aiken spielers—were given cold Pie Team is remaining long enough for retakes on Paramount’s ‘Love Thy 
43 toed - Neighbor’. 
poesia gg ent — ) by FCC Andy Sannella, conductor of ‘Manhattan Merry-Go-Round,’ was bedded 
Gossip that the Destin Depart-| °n€ day last week as a result of a chill caught when he went overboard 
ment fears foreign governments are 
spreading menacing propaganda via 
oo —s ct a i ae = Bert Gordon and Georgie Jessel lined up as guests for the first successive 
7 he hi pga oon en mee five weeks, starting Sept. 29....Feen-a-mint’s ‘Double or Nothing’ quiz 
meaee be und tet © 6 a eames which starts over the same network on that date will have Walter Comp- 
but still doubts the BB nn of adopt- ton as m.c. and Frank Forrest, film player and tenor. 
ing an English-language-only regu- 
th t f this| for the Red Cross. 
ae ee Ne moe Presa waived their bite....Harrison Holliway bought a home in the Hollywood 
| undesirable consequences Fly in-| hills and immediately christened the adjacent elevation Mt. Holliway. A 
| dicated agreement with Federal of- | stone’s throw away is Mt. Lee, named after the founder of the Don Lee 
| Acials wha think any such move | chain....Dorothy Lamour’s chants will be heard weekly on Kraft Music 




















while cruising in his 74-foot sloop in Long Island Sound....His dog fell 
over the side and Sannella jumped in to rescue it. 
‘Show of the Week’ (Mutual) has Milton Berle, Lou Holtz, Mitzi Green, 
lation. While it would be simple to| JN HOLLYWOOD... 
impose such a policy and thought 
: : Lux pay earned by Gary Cooper and Myrna Loy has been earmarked 
has been given the ides, the FOC Full $5,000 donated by each of the stars, agents having 








including the close. 

The ETMH contend that the quality 
of transcriptions is now superior to 
network broadcasting and equal to 
studio production, and as_ such 





Pontius Quits WREN 


ing, Jack McManus, of PM, has ad- | should not be placed under a special 
dressed a letter to radio eds coun- stigma any more. Though the manu- 
trywide urging membership in the | facturers would prefer to have the 
proposed association. 
dled the advance ballyhoo for PM | nated altogether, they would as an| Sept. 15. He goes to the Lawrence 
on the radio end. lalternative have the announcement Daily World to take post of advertis- 
carried only at the end of the pro-| ing manager. Makes change after 13 
Bridgeport.—George Fisher joined | gram regardless of length. No men-| years in the chair at WREN. 
WICC news staff when Larry Gruza| tion was made in the report of net- | Verl Bratton, g.m. of WREN, is 
was Called to service by Connecticut work operations in the transcription | handling the commercial department 
National Guard. | field. temporarily. 





Kansas Gity, Sept. 17. 














ig (ushion For Fall Business 


* Every comprehensive survey has given 
proof that WBBM leadsall stations in the 
nation’s second market. WBBM leads in 
audience, in dealer preference, and in 
advertising volume. 


















Wise advertisers know, too, that only the 
leading station can deliver the most 
efficient advertising results . . . that in 
Chicago WBBM produces maximum 
sales per advertising dollar. 


And why should you be on WBBM 
right now! 

Here’s why. Here’s SALES MANAGEMENT'S 
forecast for our whole area, a market 
comprising one-tenth of all the nation’s 
\ radio homes. Right now, and in the 
months to come, our area is the velvet, 
the profit cushion for all fall business. 


Call us for more specific details. 
EE INCOME FORECAST MAP 
SEPTEMBER - WOVEMECR 


How States Will Compare with Notion in Extimeted E&s-sep 
Buying Income os Ageinst Some Period Lest Your 


*, 
ay 


, WBBM 


z 
S\8 
a 


50.000 WATTS + CHICAGO 


' 





a ‘ 
imal Owned and operated by Columbia Broadcasting System. Represented by RADIO SALES: 
New York «+ Detroit « St.Louis ¢ Charlotte,N.C, « San Francisco ¢ Los Angeles 


, Ernest Pontius resigned as com-| 
Fizdale han-|mandatory announcements elimi-| mercial manager of WREN, effective | 


re ¢ i “rosby returns from his sabbatical Nov. 21....Opening 
deovdigdiaie: on ause non-citizens to be re-| Hall until Bing Crosby) 
| be made before each transcribed would cause oa . Plies Screen Guild show for Gulf Sept. 29 will have Margaret Sullavan and 
| program and 15 minutes thereafter sentful and stir up trouble rather . Ma , “oul é : 
‘ ‘ lthan reduce dangers from alien| James Stewart reprising their roles in ‘Shop Around the Corner’... .Irene 
poco ; Rich has the final say-so on material for her new ‘Dear John’ serial for 
5 S- 


She finished off the five 
| weeks of her last stanza without benefit of legal instrument....Mel Wil- 
| liamson to Chicago for production duty with Russell M. Seeds... .Leith 
| Stevens will again direct the music on Edward G. Robinson’s ‘Big Town’ 
....Lewis Allen Weiss to Chicago for Mutual board sesh and then on to 


| Welch grapejuice under provisions of new pact. 


| New York on Don Lee biz....Jose Rodriguez, KFI-KECA editor, teaming 
with Sidney Sutherland on a sponsored commentary program over KFI 
five times a week....John B. Hughes, commentator, and Shafter Parker's 
Circus now on the Don Lee coast chain for Langendorf bakeries. ...Wires 
were crossed on the move at Cocoanut Grove. Mutual-Don Lee’s went in 
and NBC’s came out....Charles Bullotti, Jr., in from the east to prepare 
production of Tommy Dorsey's musical quizzer for Nature’s Remedy. He 
was onetime producer at KHJ and more recently did some special jobs 
at the Frisco Fair....L. D. Milligan of Blackett-Sample-Hummert going 
over the details of Oxydol drama series with Arch Oboler. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Henry Cooke, from WBOW, Terre Haute, and Dave Garroway, from 
KDKA, Pittsburgh, added to announcing staff of NBC here....Edith Perry, 
free lance ether performer, scored with agency men and producers last 
week with a novel piece of direct mail personal advertising. ...Malcolm 
Claire publishing a book tagged ‘Tune In Again—With Malcolm Claire’ 
| .«..Raymond Morgan, head of Coast office of Goodkind, Joice & Moergan 
| agency, flew to Albuquerque to confab with Lew Goodkind. 

Sylvia Clark, vaude and ether comic, joined NBC cast of ‘Li’l Abner’ 
show Other cast additions around town include Mal Meacham, 
Sherman Marks and Luise Barclay into ‘Backstage Wife’; Amos Jacobs, 
Lou Krugman and John Hodiak into ‘Thunder Over Paradise’ . . . Lew 
Valentine (Dr. I.Q.) for the first time in his Mars candy travels is taking 
his family with him, moving them into New York instead of commuting 
to Chicago William Bent added to WBBM transcription staff as 
assistant to G. M. Clare Les Mitchell, of Columbia-WBBM, will 
handle the stop-watch on the ‘Design for Happiness’ show over CBS for 
Libby-Owens-Ford, which is sponsoring the Chicago Women’s Symphony 
Orch., set by the Chicago office of Columbia Artists, Inc. 
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CIRC, Winnipeg, and CJRM, Regina, 


In 3d Administrative Switch in Yr. 


Winnipeg, Sept. 17. 

Forecast for several months as the 
logical alignment of Western Cana- 
dian stations, CJRC, Winnipeg, and 
CJRM, Regina, owned and operated 
by the Transcanada Communications, 
Ltd., of Winnipeg, have now come 
under the supervision of the long 
established Taylor, Pearson & Car- 
son, Ltd., firm of Calgary. This 
marks the third change in the ad- 
ministration of these stations during 
the past twelve months. 

Taylor, Pearson & Carson are sta- 
tion operators linked with All- 
Canada Radio Facilities, Ltd., station 
representatives. Both are headed by 
Harold Carson and both have their 
head offices in Calgary. This makes 
the united group one of the strongest 
ind most influential organizations in | 
he country. 

Over the previous year the two- 
station setup of CJRC and CJRM 
have steered a pretty jagged course, 
with more plans made and junked 
than a centipede has legs. First 
move of note was the appointment 
of Vic Nielsen, of CFCF, the Cana- 
dian Marconi station in Montreal, as 
general radio manager for James 
Richardson & Sons, Ltd., grain mer- 
chants, then owners of the two out- 
lets. April of this year it was an-| 
nounced the Richardsons had sold | 
out both stations to the Armadale | 
Corp., holding company for the Sif- 
ton Bros., owners and publishers of | 
three big western dailies, Winnipeg | 
Free Press, Regina Leader Post and | 
the Saskatoon Star-Phoenix. This | 
organization already had a toehold | 
in radio by owning and operating | 
CKCK, Regina. This station has | 
been represented for several years | 
by the All-Canada group. | 

Apparent reasons behind this Jatest | 
move of the Transcanada_ group | 
would seem to be twofold. First, a 
possible shortage in radio executives 
due to the war and its associated 
drain on manpower, and second, a | 
general all-round strengthening of 
the Sifton stations through their 
affiliation with other leading stations 
managed or represented by the TPC 
and All-Canada organizations. 

Shakeups Expected 


While it has been announced there | 
will be no replacements in staff, it | 
is highly probable tiere may be} 


some internal rearrangements and | 
transfers, First important change in | 


this direction comes about 


| Winnipeg. 


| representation. 


manager of CJCA, Edmonton, coming 
east to take over the reins of CJRC, 
Winnipeg. Elphicke’s post at Ed- 
monton is being filled by Gordon 
Henry, manager of CFAC, Calgary, 
while Nielsen goes west from CJRC 
to take over CFAC in place of Henry. 
Fred Scanlon, up till now a super- 
visor of CJRM. Regina, assumes full 
responsibilities as manager. Reason 
for these changes would seem to be 
calculated to bring the affected new 
member stations into line as soon as 
possible. 

In addition to these, changes in 
American and Canadian representa- 
tion are also in the offins or com- 
pleted. All-Canada of course drops 
its affiliation with the Manitoba gov- 
ernment-owned station, CKY, Winni- 
peg. This station, along with its 
sister station, CKX, Brandon, has 
now set about the task of building 
its Own commercial department. 
Tony Messner, former salesman for 
All-Canada, has been made commer- 
cial manager. P. H. Gaynor now , 
becomes a dual personality, doubling 
as Winnipeg manag r for All-Canada 
and commercial manager of CJRC, 
John E. Lowry and Bill | 


| Backhouse, heads of the Manitoba 
| Telephone System and CKY, re- 


spectively, are still absent from the 
city completing arrangements for | 
They are expected 
back by the beginning of the week. 


Last Year a Blank, 
This Yr. Philly’s WFIL 
Has Full Pigskin Diet 


Philadelphia, Sept. 17. 

WFIL, which drew a total blank 
as far as football games were con- 
cerned last fall, is up to its ears in 
pigskin this season, 

Latest batch of football commer- 
cials to fall into WFIL’s lap this 
semester are the broadcasts of 10 
games of the Philly Eagles, pro team, | 
bankrolled by the Atlantic Refining 
Co. The games were aired last year 
by WCAU. Play-by-play will be 
handled by Byrum Saam, WIP sports 
gabber. 

In addition to the pro grid airings, 
WFIL is broadcasting seven college 








this| games (Temple and Villanova). for 


month with Frank H. ‘Tiny’ Elphicke, ' Atlantic. 


‘Don Lee Equipping New 


‘likely to lead to an extended series | 


'of selections of Brazilian music ar- 
|'ranged by Radames Gnatally and 


-Romeu Chipsman, it was fast and 


{amount I. & A. hands out. 


Tele Plant; W6XA0 Mutes 





Los Angeles, Sept. 17. 

Don Lee’s W6XAO is suspending 
programming for 90 days during in- | 
stallation of equipment at the new 
television studio atop Mt. Lee over- | 
looking Hollywood. 

Harry Lubcke, tele head of the) 
network, is supervising work on the | 
new layout, which will be in opera- 
tion around first of the year. 


South American 
Goodwill Series 
Via CBS Clicks 











Rio de Janerio, Sept. 17. 
Success of experimental radio 


short wavers broadcast by the Bra- 
zilian Department of Press and} 
Propaganda in cooperation with the 
Columbia Broadcasting System is} 


of future programs, officials revealed 
| this week. Value, not only in pres- 
| tige which brings tourist dollars, but 
‘in good will which even pro-totali- 
| tarians here are beginning to appre- 
ciate, is evidenced. 

First effort, relayed by 120 U. S. 
and 75 Canadian stations in July, was 
excellently received. Made up mostly 





played by an orchestra conducted by | 
| 
melodic. Second was a bit more, 
serious. Included a recital by the 
Brazilian pianist Christina Maristany, 


accompanied by a violin quartette. 
| 
' 





RADIO COPY ACT 


I1.G.A. Stores Sponsoring on WTMJ, 
Milw., Replica of Rival Chain’s Show 
Milwaukee, Sept. 17. 

Evidently inspired by the National | 
Food Stores’ ‘Cartune-O’ program, | 
the @€.G.A. Stores, an opposition gro- | 
cery chain in this territory, has | 
launched an exceedingly similar type | 
ballyhoo called ‘Winsom’ on WTMJ | 
for a 26 weeks’ series of half hours. 

Practically only difference is that 
less cash is given away as followup | 
‘grand’ prizes, $25 being the top 
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BECAUSE OF WHAT THEY 


CAN DO WITH THESE 


WKY PRODUCES PROGRAMS 


THAT PRODUCE SALES 






@ The same tools and raw materials are available to 
But whether their use re- 
sults in a mediocre bit or a masterpiece depends on the 


radio stations everywhere. 





talent, skill and craftsmanship of those who use them. 


Because of what WKY’s staff of extraordinarily 
talented and experienced radio craftsmen can do with 
these tools and materials, a WKY-built program is on 


a par with the best. Good examples 
coast-to-coast for almost two years 
Current origination is “Southwestern 
Sundays at 2 P.M., E.D.S. T. 


A sure-fire way to put extra life into your sales in 


have been heard 
over NBC-Red. 
Serenade” heard 


ALLAN CLARK, CHarizs C. Wes, Ray Burrum, JvLit Bennet, 








Oklahoma is to let WKY put life into your program. 
A live WKY program, custom-built for Oklahoma and 
your selling plans, will do it! 


“WKY 


Oklahoma City © NBC Affiliate © 900 Ke. 


OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING Co. 
REPRESENTED NATIONALLY BY THE KATZ AGENCY, INGO, 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Candidate Willkie’s opening campaign speech at Coffeyville, Kan, Mon. 
day night was by far a smoother article over the radio than the accept. 
ance event at his home town in Elwood, Ind. For which the GOP owes 
a vote of thanks to Eddie Cantor, strong Roosevelt supporter. So as not 
to repeat the Elwood blunder, when only one mike was set up to catch 
the applause from a crowd of around 200,000, Vick Knight was approached 
to handle the radio setup. Being under personal contract to Cantor as 
producer of his airshow, he sought permission of the comedian to do the 
job, which was granted pronto. Understood that Knight set up more 
microphones in the crowd than Bill Bacher ever used, which means more 
than 14. At Elwood the lone mike picked up the applause of about 5,000, 
which irked the GOP board of strategy no little, ergo the call for the radio 
specialist. 








When NBC in Cnicago paged Dave Garroway, ace KDKA, Pittsburgh, 
spieler, for an announcer’s berth in midwestern metropolis, he asked net- 
work execs to hold back his appointment until last Friday (13) because 
he’s always considered that his lucky number. Garroway was born in 
Schenectady, N. Y., July 13, 1913, at 13 Van Belsen street in the 13th pre- 
cinct of the city. The time was 1 p. m., or 13 o’clock. Garroway, a for- 
mer NBC page boy in New York and graduate of Pat Kelly’s school for 
announcers there, joined KDKA staff in March, 1938, and a year later 
was given H. P. Davis Memorial Award as best announcer in Pittsburgh, 





Fulton Lewis, Jr., commentator for the Mutual network, took a day off 


last Tuesday (10) and asked Edward T. Flynn, National Democratic Com- 


mittee chairman, to sub for him. He was only too glad to take over his 
quarter-hour period and forthwith sailed into Candidate Willkie with 
much gusto. That put the chain in the middle when the GOP got wind 


| of it. So tomorrow night (Thurs.), Joseph Martin, Republican campaign 


sparker, gets a free ride on Mutual and two shots on KHJ, which repeated 
Flynn's tirade via transcription. 





Metro reckoned without National Assn. of Broadcasters when it circu- 
larized radio stations with a free offer of discs carrying scenes from M-G 


pictures as indirect plugs. In last week's issue of NAB Reports, station 
members were told that such service commanded the full card rate. Sta- 
tion owners haven't got over that slight from the film companies in a 


Greater Movie Season campaign, in which all coin was spent with news- 
papers and none doled out to the frequencies, 


Although Russ Columbo has been dead for six years, the singer still has 
a sizable following. That was indicated on the anniversary of his death 
last week, when Stan Shaw received a number of requests for Columbo 
records on the ‘Milkman’s Matinee’ over WNEW, New York. Fact that 
Shaw had the platters on hand was further evidence that there is a steady 
demand for them, 





Since the advent of those musical spot announcements in Pepsi-Cola’s 


| radio campaign, the latter’s delivery trucks have been equipped with air 


horns which give out a warning to pedestrians in the same tune. Sirens 
reproduce the notes to the line ‘Pepsi-Cola Hits the Spot.’ It’s the idea of 
an enterprising horn-maker who offered it to the soft-drink manufacture 
soon after the spot campaign got underway. 

WCAU, Philadelphia, is grabbing the ‘defense billions’ publicity by the 
horns and twisting it to lure advertising dollars to the outlet. A brochure 


| is being mailed to potential sponsors and ad agencies made up of news- 


paper clippings heralding the fact that $1,600,000,000 will be spent by the 
ar and Navy departments in the Philly area within the next year. 

All radio copy being sent out by the Democratic National Committee 
has the notation ‘(pronounced Rose-velt)’ after the first mention of the 
President's name. Johnny Johnstone, radio director for the committee, is 
making the interpolations to avoid the usual conglomeration of pronun- 
ciations, 


WINS, New York, has issued a new rate card effective immediately. It 


| is described by the station as standardizing the rates and, without increas- 
| ing them, making them more flexible and simple. Cecil H. Hac&ett is the 


new manager of the station. 





How radio stations are named: Looking for tag for his new Bridgeport, 
Conn., broadcaster, Harold Thomas saw package of NABs, National Biscuit 
product. Now Bridgeport awaits WNAB, 





Lux Radio Theatre (CBS) got a CAB rating of 25.4 for its opening broad- 


cast of the season (9). In 1939 the initial program registered a rating of 
21.6 





aired this week and on returning 
|p.m. spot. Had been broadcast at 
| 8:30 p.m. by 


noon feature, with Henry McLemore, 
} sports editor of United Press, in the 
question seat. 
te HN. x. 


teams. 


aa > == 
Ted Husing’s Sports Quiz 
Moving to Later Time 


CBS’ ‘Choose Up Sides,’ sports quiz 
m.c.d by Ted Husing, will not be 





Music for 


ELLERY QUEEN 


Ihursday, Sept. 26, will occupy 10:15 Composed and Conducted 


Originally it was a Sunday after- 


LYN MURRAY 


Mgt. COLUMBIA ARTISTS, Inc. 


Caswell Adams, of 
Herald-Tribune and Ar- 
thur Mann, sportswriter for maga- 


are permanent 


captains of 
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AFRA- Webs 





day’s meeting, when William H. 
Davis, Mediation Board chairman, of- 
fered the services of his group in an 
effort to avert a strike. But even as 
it accepted the mediation offer, 
AFRA’s N. . £ membership empow- 
ered the union’s national board to 
eall a strike if it deemed such action 


advisable. Vote was more or less 
academic, however, as the board 
promised that before taking any 


final action either to accept a com- 
promise or call a strike, it would re- 
port back to later membership meet- 


Inss. 


Continued from page 21 


> Mediation 








; member spoke of strike action being 
| ‘railroaded’ by the national board. 


| George Heller, national treasurer and 
| associate executive-secretary, there- 
| upon made an angry statement that 
the union has always been demo- 
|cratically run, that the board has 
| acted conscientiously and wisely, and 
|that ‘nothing has ever been rail- 
| roaded through since AFRA was 
|formed.’ Alex McKee, president of 
the N. Y. local, presided at the three- 
hour session. 





|promise agreement at the current 


What the chances are of a com-| 


Upped Power Nov. 15 


Phoenix, Sept. 17. 
New 5,000-watt transmitter for 
'KTAR, Phoenix, key station of the 
Arizona Broadcasting Co., currently 
under construction, will be ready for 
operation Nov. 15. Outlet recently 
received an FCC permit to boost its 
power from 1,000 watts. New setup 





mitter, two self-supporting  series- 
fed towers and directional antenna. 

Other stations of the ABC network 
include KVOA, Tucson; 


Miami; KCRJ, Jerome; KYCA, Pres- 
cott. KTAR, KVOA, KYUM and 


KTAR, Phoenix, Tees Off | 


will include a new building, trans-. 


KYUM, | 
Yuma; KGLU, Safford: KWJB, Globe- | 
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San Francisco—Lou Keplinger,|KSO-KRNT to join KVOO, The 


late of KARM, Fresno, and KVOR, | 
Colorado Springs, is new manager of 
S. H. Patterson’s KSAN, replacing 
William Grove, who has gone to| 
Cheyenne to take charge of the | 


newly licensed KFBC. Also new to, 


*“KSAN staff are Lee Goldsmith, as 


program director, and Mel Williams, 
chief engineer. 

Des Moines.—Paul Miner, who has | 
been with KSO-KRNT, is going to 
KVOO, Tulsa, to be chief sports- 


‘ 


| 
| 
| 


othérs are Ken Brown, sales manae 
ger, and James Randolph, chief con- 
tinuity writer. 





Pittsburgh—Ed Bartell has joined 
WCAE staff as featured singer with 
station's staff band, the Airliners. 
He’ll share vocal chores with Jeanne 
Baxter. Bartell has been singing 
at Enright theatre for last two 
years. 





Ed Hase has 





Charlottesville, Va. 


Membership meeting in N. Y. was | P€twork-AFRA mediation meets is a| KGLV are NBC outlets. ‘easter. He is the third member of | rejoined the staff of WCHV. 
well attended, It turned out to be an question, In the final sessions last —- 


unexpectedly hectic session, as a| week before the Mediation Board | 








alae pbk anit Ml 


Oy 


eee 


e 


emall faction vociferously opposed 
the idea of a strike. Some were 
against it on the ground that in- 
creased wae scales for sustaining 
programs are unjustified, others be- 
cause the outcome of a strike would 
be too risky. There were some hot 
exchanges between officials and 
members, and also between individ- 
ual members. 


Stormiest moment came when a 
































| Presenting— 


WWVA 


Platform 


Ladies and Gentlemen!!! 











Because this is our initial bow 
to the readers of Variety who 
buy radio advertising, 
you the Platform on which we 
propose to serve you! 


we give 





1—8,000 WATTS DAY AND 
| NIGHT. 


2—50 PRIMARY AREA COUN- 
TIES squarely in the heart of 
the “Steel and Coal Beit of 
the Nation”. 89 SECOND- 
ARY AREA COUNTIES. 








3.—3,051,400 TOTAL POPULA- 
TION in Primary Area of 
Eastern Ohio, Western Penn- 
sylvania and Northern West 
Virginia. 6,145,300 Secondary 


| area. 
4.—1,998,910 RADIO LISTEN- 


ERS in primary area. 4,793,- 
580 Secondary area. 


5.—MAIL RESPONSE FROM 
2,450 TOWNS in Ohio, Penn- 
sylvania and West Virginia 
during 1939. 


6—ONE OF THE NATION'S 
GREATEST PERSONAL- 
IZED RADIO OPERATIONS. 








C. B.S. Affiliate | 





John Blair Co., Represenative 





| meetings. 





| stepped in, both sides were adamant 
,and no progress toward settlement 
| was made. Nearness of a strike over 
last weekend, however, is figured to 
have softened the attitude of both 
groups. Therefore, both sides were 
described to be in a more concilia- 
tory mood when the mediation meet- 
'ings started this week. First session 
_took place Monday afternoon (16) 
and are to be held continuously until 
'a settlement is reached, or no fur- 
ther progress can be made. 





1 Although it now appears that both 


|commercial and sustaining programs 
| would be affected in case a strike 
were to take place, pay scales for 
‘only the sustaining broadcasts are 
|in dispute. AFRA seeks consider- 
ably higher rates, particularly as to 
;pay for rehearsal. Networks have 
| offered what they estimate amounts 
to a 20% boost. Sustaining code ex- 
pired Aug. 12 and had already been 
extended by mutual consent to last 
Thursday midnigfit. It will now 
ride along on the same terms pend- 
ing completion of the mediation 


Portends Commercial Battle 
As a result of the resentment of 


| AFRA members at what they de- 


| scribe as the networks’ ‘strike-break- 
| ing’ tactics, there is now talks in the 
| union of demanding much more dras- 
| tic regulation of agents and artist 
| bureaus and more stringent terms 
|for a transcription code. But whether 
| such terms could be obtained is an- 
|other matter. With the sustaining 
| situation thus remaining involved, 
j the commercial broadcast picture is 
| also nearing a showdown. AFRA’s 
|commercial code with the agencies 
|and sponsors expires next February. 
That will almost certainly involve 
another tussle. 

Another angle in the complicated 
situation is the widening split be- 
tween the networks and ASCAP. Ii 
is generally observed that by failing 
to reach an agreement with AFRA 
the networks have forced a com- 
munity of interest between the union 
and ASCAP. It’s doubted if the two 
organizations can be of much physi- 
cal help to each other, but they could 
probably work together to gain pub- 


and cooperate in various other ways 
Spokesmen for both groups, wh« 
}Only a couple of weeks ago ex- 





| now showing keen interest in work- 


|ing out some kind of agreement. 





Political Pain 





lie support against the broadcasters ! 





| pressed indifference to that idea, are | 








| CC ontinued from page 21 
| the 

| kie’s 
| litical 


networks agreeing with 
designation of 
that 


them as 


and on score 


date. 


networks of 


the Republican presidential 








WWVA 


WHEELING 


WEST VIRGINIA 











| 
date. | 
exchange among the network offi- | 
cials as to who should be delegated. | 
the networks put the proposition up, 
to the Republican national commit- 
tee and the latter agreed to accept) 
a simultaneous broadcast at the] 
time agreed upon by the three webs. | 

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt is slated | 
to broadcast a political talk the night | 
of Sept. 27. The time will be paid, 
for by the Democratic National 


|Committee, but the period and nei- 


works have not been designated 


Will- 

po- 
allowing ! 
| him free time on his Coffeyville 


| Decision of NBC, CBS and Mutual 


ito give Willkie the free half-how 
Monday night (16) to answer the 
Labor Day addresses came _ afte 


here had been considerable jockey- 


After considerable telephonic 


| 
} 


ling among the networks It 

| unanimously felt that the time ought 
to be given to the Republicans, but 
ithe three webs couldn't decide ai 
| first on how the thing should be} 
| ° ? 

| worked out. The Republicans 
originally wanted each network to 


give a half-hour at a different time | 
and there was talk among the three | 
sending some one to 
Rushville to discuss the subject with | 
candle } 


“Yes”... says WJSV...and sells 110 houses 
for a half-million dollars! 


HIS Spring, WJSV brought together a 
esas of twelve building material manu- 
focturers, builders and developers. Plans were 
laid to build immediately five low-cost model 
homes, threughout Metropolitan Washington. 
W4JSV’‘s popular Elinor Lee put on the air a 
Soturday and Sunday half-hour participating 
program, discussing these homes and the 
building progress, explaining furnishings and 
financing, describing the various and widely 


assorted products of the twelve sponsors. 


On August I7th, the first completed home was 
opened to the public. But, long before that— 
from the moment the ground was cleared — 
interested throngs had spent week-ends 
trekking to the sites, watching the building in 


progress, and talking about home ownership. 


Letters from listeners poured in. One con- 


tractor-sponsor reports orders many times in 


has, to date, 100 orders for his material, 


resulting from his participation, 


And a land-development company reports 
that — even before the first finished home was 
opened for inspection—I!0 families have 
ordered houses to be built, following the spe- 
cifications of the WJSV-model homes! Total 
value of radio-sold homes: $485,000! 


So tremendously successful has been this 
development that current sponsors are 
already talking about repeating the activity 
—with its happy results—next Spring. 


And everyone expects the 110 new home-own- 
ers to be multiplied many times over, as inter- 


ested families see the completed model homes. 


So, once again, WJSV demonstrates its 
unique capacity for sensing a civic need... 
and doing something about it. And, once 


again, radio demonstrates its ability to sell — 





excess of the cost of his participation. Another anything that people can buy! 


WJSV 


$0,000 WATTS - COLUMBIA'S STATION IN THE NATION'S CAPITAL 


Owned and operated by the Columbia Broadcasting System. Represented by Radio 
Soles: New York, Chicago, Detroit, St. Lovis, Charlotte, N.C., Los Angeles, San Francisco 
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GOVT BOARD TO CONTROL RADIO 


IN EVENT OF WAR SEEN IMMINENT 


FCC Chairman Fly, However, Assures Broadcasters 
no Interference With Private Enterprise Is Con- 
templated—Industry Denied Representation 


Washington, Sept. 17. 
Creation of 


planning board of Federal officials | 


—which broadcasting industry lead- 


, tops and FCC Chairman James L. 


a coordinating and Fly. 


Original dissatisfaction of the in- 
dustry group has disappeared, with 


‘Fly repeating previous private and! 


ers hope will be only another Of open assurances that the Govern- 


those 

tees—is 
connection with the preparedness 
hullabaloo. Executive order from 
President Roosevelt may be forth- 


coming at any moment, following P 


inter-departmental commit- | ment does not contemplate interfer-_| 
expected momentarily in, 


ing with private enterprise, although 
some traces of continuing uneasi- 
iness stitl are visible among veteran 
observers who know how often 
ledges can be forgotten when some 


last week’s huddles between NAB, ‘emergency’ occurs. 











LINNEA NELSON 
J. WALTER THOMPSON COMPANY 


GIVE WALTER SCOTT OVER AT NBC 
: 

A CALL THIS PM IF YOU WANT A 

» 

*MATURAL’ FOR EASTMAN KODAK. 


‘SCOTTIE ALSO HAS A ‘HOT ONE’ 
ON KYW IN PHILLY, WAITING TO 
DO A SWELL SPOT JOB FOR SHELL, 
WILLIAMS OR KELLOGG’S. 


OUR BEST REGARDS, 


“RED network 
station in 


PHILADELPHIA 





| ‘The board, which presumably will 
| include representatives of four or 
| five departments along with the FCC, 
is to map out policies and pians for 
dealing with all branches of com- 
munications —telegraph, telephone, 
cable and all forms of radio—in 





event the United States gets dragged | 
Exactly how the group, 


into war. 
will function remains one of those 


crets, with everybody pledged not 


who have been consulted, fearful of 
incurring disfavor if they spill info. 

Official confirmation that the 
move is in progress came Monday 
(146) from Chairman Fly. Without 
throwing much light on the nature 
of the undertaking, the Commish 
head said progress has been made 
and difficulties smoothed out at two 
sessions last week with tops of the 
trade body. Other sources predicted 
the papers will be signed by the 
President before the end of the week, 
bringing into formal existence a 
group that has been swapping ideas 
for several months. 

Te Work Out War Setup 

The principal job of the defense 
coordinators will be to work out 
details of the scheme under which 
communications would function in 
case of hostilities, allocating specific 
chores to the different media, devis- 
jing ways to avert congestion, and 
filling the needs of the various de- 
fense and civil agencies of the Gov- 
ernment. The board is expected to 
try and reconcile conflicting demands 

















in a Market that 


fits your needs 


for sales 


WTIC’s 50,000 Watts speak with accepted authority 
all through Connecticut itself and way up into South- 
ern New England. 


They bring results. 
where incomes are consistently good. Good enough | 


to score 84.3% 
family than the 
stance.* 


Because they reach a market 


more “consumption purchases” per 
national average last year, for in- 


It seems obvious you'll sell more of your goods where 
people have more money to spend for themselves— ’ 


and incidentally, need to spend less on sales and in- 


come taxes. 


Give our 50,000 Watts a chance to do a 


job fortyou among WTIC’s 431,200 prosperous pri- 
mary-area families. 


*National Resources Committees. 


Wr 


Bien elele 
WATTS 
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4 BIG JOB IN THE BIG SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND MARKET 


g >erv e Lorporetror 


Ceomoony N6w 
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» NBC Red Network and Y 





jealously-guarded bureaucratic se-| 


to talk and the industry individuals | 





between the military and civilians, 
as well as differences of opinion be- 
tween the Army and Navy. 

, Industry cooperation was pledged 
‘last week after meetings here and in 
|New York at which Fly promised he 
‘will recommend inclusion in the 


orcer of a concrete promise that the 


| government will not interfere with 


private enterprise among broadcast- | 


ers. Officers of N.A.B. had reflected 
apprehension over possible discrim- 
ination between radio, on ore side, 
and the press and motion pictures 
‘on the other. They want to be in 
the same boat, with threats of dic- 
| tation, censorship, gagging and sus- 
pension of operations removed. 

| How far the President will or can 
| go in giving such assurance remains 
' problematical The industry worriers 
concede they cannot ask a surren- 
der in advance of powers contained 
in Section 606 of the Communica- 
tions Act—which allows the Chief 
Executive to elose down Or com- 
mandeer transmitters and suspend 
all F.C.C. rules and procedure, But 
they also are cheering themselves by 
philosophizing that in case we go 
to war probably everything will be 
' changed and, just as England found 
unavoidable, almost totalitarian 
| powers will be voted to the govern- 
| ment. 


No Radice Representation 


The present thought, all sources | 


emphasize, is to bring into being only 

|a planning committee. Board would 
not have any authority to formulate 
, peace-time policy or supersede the 
| F.C.C. in any manner. This assur- 
;ance put minds of the industry 
alarmists at rest, although the trade 
| crowd was completely rebuffed in at- 
tempts to have somebody from the 
business placed on the agency to ex- 
press views of private operators 


| The idea that somebody outside 
the government should sit in on the 
preparedness councils was poison 
to the officials, partly because al- 
most every industry in the country 
is plaguing the administration to ap- 
point somebody frem its ranks as 
| ‘administrator’ or ‘advisor’ or ‘co- 
| ordinator’ to supervise its relations 
| with the government. But more be- 
cause the military and naval authori- 
|ties fear leaks about strategy and 
| planning. Understood Mark Ethridge, 
former N.A.B. prexy, was suggested 
by several industry figures, but 
vetoed in accordance with the gen- 
eral principle. 

Chance for the industry to get 
| over its ideas will be given via ad- 
visory committees and the N.A.B. 
Trade people were promised they 
will be consulted from time to time, 
consistent with the needs for secrecy 
about military and naval strategy, 
while Fly added that no ‘ezar’ will 
be appointed to give orders to sta- 
tion managers and network execs. 

Conferences with the N.A.B. were 
primarily to assure the industry that 
the government does not intend to 
exercise dictatorship over commu- 
nications. Draft of the proposed 
order originally was so broad the 
planners could claim far-reaching 
control powers, but, in response to 
the objections, the F.C.C. chairman 


guaranty included. 

Composition of the committee has 
| not been finally revealed. With Fly 
| as chairman, other members are ex- 
| pected to represent the army (Signal 
Corps), the navy (Naval Communica- 
| tions), the Treasury (Coast Guard , 
and the State Department. Possibly 
roster will include somebody from 
the Justice Department and spokes- 
man for the Commerce Department 
(which now is in charge of aviation). 














Ray Boiger, Glenda Farrell 


New musical show, ‘Ray Bolger’s 

Dancing School,’ was waxed for 
| agency auditioning last week by the 
William Morris office. In addition to 
Bolger, the cast included Peg La 
| Centra and Glenda Farrell. Has 
| Original music by Tom Bennett and 
lyrics by Bill Demling. Tom Riley 
produced it. 

One of the tunes from the series. 
‘Now You're Cooking with Gas,” has 
already been acquired for publica- 
tion by BMI. 

Pittsburgh—Everett Neiil has been 
named program director for statioa 





KQV here, 


agreed to try and have a positive | 


| Wax New Show Tester 





Chiefs On Crime 


Continued from page 23 








| 
tion any specific radio programs by 
name. 
| Don F. Stiver, of Indianapolis, 
| superintendent of the Indiana state 
|police, who headed a committee 
‘studying crime dramas, said the as- 
‘sociation had found that much of 
ithe information furnished for radie 
programs had been so distorted by 
script writers that the police them- 
‘selves could not recognize the stories 
when they came on the air. 


Crime Laid te Radie 


‘Probation officers feel very 
strongly that much of the increase 
|in juvenile crime can be attributed 
to these crime programs,’ said Supt. 
Stiver. ‘I myself know personally 
‘of actual cases of boys getting 
|criminal ideas entirely from radio 
crime stories.’ 


Stiver said one of the strongest 
arguments against. such programs 
j}came to his attention in an editorial 
| printed in the publication of the in- 
|mates of the Indiana state peniten- 
| tiary after the probation officers had 
| voted against crime dramas. The 
| editorial said that ‘this effort will be 
best appreciated by those (of us) 
who have seen their own lives 
grossly exaggerated by publicity 
dramatization of a commercial na- 
| ture.’ 

Frequency modulation radio sys- 
tems as successor to the present 
short wave for police squad cars 
also came in for discussion by the 
police chiefs, advocates of the 
change urging that the FM method 
would always assure clear reception 
of important messages, and over- 
come the static that frequently 
makes it difficult to get ungarbled 
; instructions and thus hampers pelice 
efficiency. 





Station Reps 


Continued from page 23 


to dish out 
lining up all 














first 
make 


orders without 
availabilities, 
random reservations and then await 
What 


the reps fear is that if this procedure 


the client's leisurely approval. 


| keeps up their stations will refuse to 


accept verbal reservations and they | 
will have to radically change their | 


methods. 

The reps cite the activity of Ben- 
ton & Bowles recently on this score 
as a good case in point. Member of 
the B&B time buying staff traveled 
around the country reserving spots 
on CBS affiliated stations for Co- 
lumbia Phonograph business, as- 








| 
} 
| 


| 


| 


' 


suring the stations that there would | 


be orders forthcoming in a few days 
from New York. Later these reser- 
vations were called off. After a spell 
the same outlets were informed that 
the thing was on again. Another 
wait and then the announcement of 
further postponement, 


KAND Reversal 
‘Bad Precedent’ 
To FCC's Payne 


Washington, Sept. 17 

Charges that a ‘very bad precedent’ 
had been set in revoking a previous 
order of revocation against KAND, 
Corsicana, Tex., were voiced by Fed- 
eral Communications Commissioner 
George Henry Payne. 

Dissenting from the opinion of his 
colleagues that the Texas transmitter 
had reformed since Nov., 1937, Payne 
—who conducted hearings on the 
case in Texas early last summer— 
curtly announced that ‘nothing has 


happened since the hearing to change 
my mind.’ The case, he said, is ‘not 
dissimilar’ from the other ‘Texas 
cases’ (involving James G. Ulmer, a 
former Texas pastor) in which the 
Commish affirmed his findings. 

Mercy for the Texas transmitter, 
operated by the Navarro Broadcast- 
ing Assn., was advocated by Payne's 
fellow Commissioners, who found 
that while ‘false and fraudulent’ 
statements had been made while the 
station was wrongfully operated by 
Ulmer and Roy G. Terry—his one- 
time pariner—control of the station 
had reverted to its proper owners, 
shortly after the transmitter was 
constructed. 
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771 U. S. Stations Move to New 
Channels March 29; 95 as Is 








Washington, Sept. 17. 

Moving day for 777 United States 
radio stations will be March 29, in 
conformity with F.C.C. decision last 
week to carry out terms of the Ha- 
vana agreement, which gives this 
country 15 more clear channels. The 
regulators sidestepped temporarily 
the hotly argued policy question 
whether exclusive night occupancy 
of any ribbon by a single transmit- 
ter should be ended. 


Postponing the date on which all 
licenses will expire, the commish 
ratified plans drafted by its engi- 
neering staff for moving all but 95 
of the country’s 826 plants from 10 
to 40 kilocycles on the listeners’ 
dials. Instead of filing requests for 
new one-year operating tickets, li- 
censees do not have to submit ap- 
plications until late in the winter. 
All existing franchises were auto- 
matically extended to the date when 
the change over occurs, although the 
revised rules and regulations scatter 
the expiration dates for transmitters 
on various groups of frequencies. 


The conflict within F.C.C. ranks 
about the wisdom of continuing the 
clear channel policy flared before 
the action was taken, but decision 
on this traditional principle was de- 
ferred. Divergent views will be aired 
when time comes for acting on rec- 
ommendations of the chain-monop- 
oly..investigators. Showdown was 
averted by arguments that the 
North American pact, having been 
ratified by the Senate, is now part 
of the basic law and that it would 
be unwise for the U. S. to surrender 
its claim to any frequency in ad- 
vance of the treaty’s effectiveness. 


Strong sentiment exists inside the 
commish for abolishing the clear 
channel category. In the eyes of 
the New Deal bloc, monopoly re- 
sulfs when only one operator can 
use_a certain ribbon, and a danger- 
©us. social condition results. That's 
in keeping with the idea that com- 
petition is imperative, not only from 
an economic but also from a politi- 
cal point of view. 

Ne Surprises 


No: surprises were contained in 
the F.C.C, order, although the an- 
nouncement of the shift emphasized 
that licensees have no vested right 
in any frequency. In keeping with 
the basic declaration of Congress, 
the. regulators stressed that it will 
not. hear complaints based on con- 
tention that existing cperators are 
entitled to stay in their present 
berths. Public interest requires the 
wholesale moving, the commish 
noted, and the Havana Treaty in no 
way entitles a ticketholder to stake 
out a permanent claim. 

There are only 28 irregular shifts 
involved. Changes will be as fol- 
lows, with 85 plants between 550 
and 720 kc staying put: 20 will move 
up one channel. 26 move up two 
channels, 614 move up three chan- 
nels, 25 move up four channels and 
64 (all locals) move down one 
channel, 

One less regional frequency will 
be maintained, but the number of 
clear channels rises from 44 to 59. 
Mexico gets four exclusive ribbons, 
with the U. S. vacating 1010, 11890, 
740, 800 and 900. Canada surrenders 
one stripe for Cuba's exclusive use. 

The commish boasted about the 
prospective benefits, chiefly deletion 
of the so-called Mexican ‘border 
station’ run by expatriate broadcas- 
ters driven from the U. S. air. ‘Cer- 
tain obnoxious broadcast stations’ 
will be rubbed out, the regulators 
commented, adding these ‘are large- 
ly run by persons denied the use of 
frequencies in the United States; 
they have featured the types of pro- 
grams which caused them to be 
eliminated from the United States 
scene.’ 

In connection with the change, 
several paragraphs of the rules were 
changed as expected. New group- 


Class II, Class IWI-A and III-B, and | 
Class IV ribbons and reshuffling the | 
license expiration dates for the va- 
rious frequencies. Tickets will be | 
issued in the future on Feb. 1, April | 
1, June 1, Aug. 1, Oct. 1 and Dec. 1 | 
for plants on the various groups of | 
channels. 





New York.—Albert Grobe, traffic | 
manager of WINS, has been named | 
manager of the New York Broad- | 
casting System as well. WINS is an 
affiliate of the network. 

New salesmen for WINS include 
Stanley G. Barnett, John M. Sayre 
and William von Zehle. 


WING, Dayton, Steps | 
Up to 5,000 Watts 


Dayton, Sept. 17. | 
Station WING steps up to 5,000 | 
watts, beth day and night, author- | 
ized by the Federal Communications 
Commission. | 
It steps up from 250 watts daytime | 
and 500 watts night, and is placed | 
ahead of local station WHIO, which 
is allowed to operate on 5,000 watts 
daytime, but reverts to 1,000 watts | 
at night. 
Ronald B. Woodyard, general | 
manager, has announced that be- | 
tween $35,000 and $40,000 will be 
spent in setting up new towers, trans- 
mitter station and other equipment 
in an entirely new location and that 
new chain programs will be added. 
It is expected to have everything 
ready to operate on the new power 
by Nov. 15. e 











FCC Questions Legality, But Okays 
Westinghouse-NBC Station Switch 


Washington, Sept. 17. | parently bowed to the arguments of 

Practice of transferring control | pone yy A a ee Mc +" 

: : n 

over radio stations by contractural | signing over WBZA and WBZ, Bos- 
agreements was indirectly outlawed | ton; KYW, Philadelphia, and KDKA, 
when the FCC renewed permits for | Pittsburgh, to NBC, back in 1932, 


four Westinghouse plants operated | Stations were let off with a slight 
for the last eight years by NBC. De- | spank and a reprimand. a 
spite criticism from Capitol —~ The Westinghouse-NBC activities 
Commish granted the routine re- | Were pounced on by members of the 
newal licenses, simultaneously mak- | House and Senate several years ago, 
ing known its feeling that such |#nd have been publicly washed on 
transactions come close to violating Several occasions since that time, 
the Communications Act. 
Emphasizing that this 

minded action must not be 
preted as a ‘precedent,’ Commish ap- 








broad- Allan Shepard, who was on KSFO, 
inter- | San Francisco, has been added to 
| KGW-KEX announcing staff. 








results! And here's proof! 


CG" a real audience for your 


message—and you'll get 


An NBC spot sponsor recent- 


BUT DARLING 
WHO'LL SEE 
IT 








IN SUCH AN 


ODD SPOT? 


Carve your advertising message on 
the really VITAL SPOTS 





for the sponsor! 


Typical of what the 17 NBC 
vital spots can do for you is this 


Pittsburgh. Result? New profits 








ings were listed showing the Class I, 











NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. 























ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 


ly made a one-time offer over 
KDKA in Pittsburgh. Quick as 
a wink he received 12,554 re- 
sponses, from 1152 cities, in 
164 counties, in 11 states! 70% 
of the mail came from 468 
towns within a 50-mile radius of 


performance. That's why these 
spots have been used more, by 
more advertisers, this year than 
ever before. Offering you a 
ready-made audience that 
spends money, they're com- 
pletely represented by NBC. 


Effective September 1, WOWO and WGL, Ft. Wayne, 
Indiana, became NBC represented stations 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


A Radio Corporation of America Service 
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ASCAP’s Music Festival (24) at SF. 


Expo Skeds Tin Pan Alley’s Greats 


San Francisco, Sept. 17. 

American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers Musical 
Festival, originally skedded during 
NAB convention, will finally get 
underway here Tuesday (24) with 
all-day sesh at Expo. R. H. Burn- 
side is producing and Gene Buck 
will appear. In effort to sell 
ASCAP’s side of story and spike 
BMI headway made here during con- 
clave, party will be split into two 
parts, with symph conductors per- 
forming in afternoon and pop tune- 
sters taking eve period. 

Early--stanza, to be played out- 
doors in Federal Plaza, will have 
S. F. symph batoned by such con- 
ductors as Deems Taylor, William 
Grant Still and Howard Hanson, 
each piloting self-compositions. One 
big pop session is programmed for 
the evening, sort of gigantic mont- 
age of Tin Pan Alley, being visual- 
ized. Such tunesmiths as Jerome 
Kern, W. C. Handy, Sigmund Rom- 
berg, George M. Cohan, Billy Hill, 
Vincent Youmans, Harry Warren, 
Oscar Hammerstein II, Irving Berlin, 
Ira Gershwin, L. Wolfe Gilbert, 
Harold Arlen, Mack Gordon, Percy 
Wenrich and Al Piantadosi are 
among those who will sing, play or 
conduct. If weather is okay, evening 
shindig also will be outdoors, other- 
wise California Coliseum will be 
substituted. 

Bob Wachsman, of Henry Rogers 
Co., Hollywood publicists, opened 
suite in St. Francis hotel last week 
and started softening up the press, 
which got a thorough BMI going- 
from Carl Haverlin during 


over 
NAB meet. 

Radio, of course, is cold, although 
Maj. Keatinge, of Fair's special 


events sector, got in a plug over 
CBS by mentioning talent before 
anyone realized he was referring to 
ASCAP’s party. 


John Stepp, Orch Leader, 
Held in Killing of Soldier 


Louisville, Sept. 17. 

John Stepp, band leader at the 
Tianon Night Club, is being held by 
the police in the fatal stabbing of a 
Fort Knox soldier Thursday (12). 
Stepp admitted the stabbing and 
pleaded self-defense. 

He was charged with murder and 
Mrs. Stepp was held as an accessory. 
Musician claimed his wife was in- 
sulted by the soldier. 

















The Dark Angel Of The Violin 


EDDIE 
SOUTH 


and His Orchestra 
Now 10th Week 


Capitol Cocktail Lounge 
Chicago 


For a Real Thrill Hear . 
Columbia’s Record Album 


‘EDDIE SOUTH’ 
« 








Management 


JOE GLASER, Inc. 


30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 
Circle 7-0862 


JIMMIE 
LUNCEFORD 


And HIS ORCHESTRA 


CASA MANANA 
CULVER CITY, CAL. 


6TH WEEK 
a 
Mgt. HAROLD OXLEY 
17 East 49th St. New York 




















Ink Spots, Held by Chi 





four later weeks to play the Inkspots 


from the Blackhawk Cafe, Chicago, 
so the Inkies have been forced to 
defer theatre dates at the Chicago, 
Chi.; Michigan, Detroit, and New 
York Paramount. They went into 
the cafe Aug. 21 for four weeks with 
an option for another four. 

Moe Gale, their manager, wanted 
to pull ’em out after the first four to 
pick up the theatre work, but the 
cafe decided busines: made it im- 
perative they stay. Gale offered $700 
and the four optional weeks at a 
later date, but no go. Quartet was 
pencilled into the Chicago for two 
weeks beginning Sept. 20; Michigan 
the week following, then the N, Y. 
Par. 


VICTOR REGAINS 
SAMMY KAYE 


After only two and a half months 
of service on Eli Oberstein’s U. S. 
Record 35c Varsity label, Sammy 
Kaye’s band shifts back to the 50c 
Victor sides. Completed the middle 
of last week, a short time after Ober- 


stein’s company filed a voluntary 
petition in bankruptcy under the 
Chandler Act, the new deal is for 
one year and is effective immedi- 
ately. Band won’t cut for. Victor for 
a week or more, however, due to 
theatre commitments which will 
keep it on the road. 

Victor contract is the same as the 
band had when it left to go over to 
Varsity. Its first shift to Varsity was 
predicated on the lower record price 
and the exceptionally good deal it 
got to become Oberstein’s lead band. 
Under Kaye’s arrangement with 
U. S., he could make as many sides 
as he could possibly get in, at $600 
per. Minimum number of sides was 
set, however, because of one peculi- 
arity of the deal. Clause in the ar- 
rangement assured Kaye of an in-full 
payoff for the specified minimum 
number if U. S. didn’t live up to 
expectations. Money was guaranteed 
by Oberstein’s backers. In two and 
a half months Kaye cut 12 tunes. 
| Before settling on going back to 
| Victor, Jim Peppe, Kaye’s manager, 
was on the brink of signing the band 
|to the Columbia company. Decca 
| was supposed to have been in the 
picture, too. 

















| Schenley Post of American Legion 
has lined up Tommy Dorsey Ben 
Bernie and Shep Fields bands, Bill 
| Robinson and line of Chester Hale 
|girls for free show at National 
| League ball park, Boston, during 
|American Legion national conven- 


| 


| tion there Sept. 25. 


Cafe, Defer Stage Dates 


A $700 bonus and a promise of | 


wasn’t enough to release the quartet | 


Easy Indentification 


Unusual for a disk label is the 
connotation of musie publisher, 
but all Columbia and Okeh rec- 
ord releases have BMI captioned 
thereon, if it’s a Broadcast Music, 
Inc., copyright. Obvious pur- 
pose is to assist future disk pro- 
grams on the air to see at & 
glance if it’s non-ASCAP. 

Columbia-Okeh are CBS sub- 
sidiaries, and the Columbia net- 
work has been the most heated 
in the present radio vs. ASCAP 
| battle. 


OBERSTEIN MAY 
STEP OUT OF 
US. RECORDS 


Unless the affairs of U. S. Records 
are straightened out soon and the 
promised new money forthcoming, 
Eli Oberstein. intends stepping out 
of the recording company he helped 
form. 
zation under Chapter 10 of the 
Chandler Act a week or so ago, U. S. 
officers revealed that fresh money 
was being sought and requested to 
be continued in charge until it could 
be secured. Plea was granted. 

Understood Oberstein has mean- 
while had talks with one of the es- 
tablished opposition recording out- 
fits re a berth in the event he de- 
cides to leave U. S. 


MPPA, Tooters’ Union 
Will Confab Soon On 


Arrangers, Copyists 























Committee from the Music Pub- 
lishers Protective Association will 
soon start negotiating with a dele- 
gation from the New York musi- 
cians union for a new contract cov- 
ering arrangers, copyists and proof- 
readers. The present agreement, 
which was for two years, expires 
Dec. 31. 

MPPA board at its meeting last 
Wednesday (11) authorized the as- 
sociation’s chairman, Walter Dou- 
glas, to appoint a negotiating com- 
mittee. Latter will have Elliott 
Shapiro, of Shapiro, Bernstein & 
Co., as its chairman, 


RADIO TIFF HOLDING 
BACK ASCAP CHANGES 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers has put off 
making a number of administrative 
changes in the field until the mat- 
|ter of a new licensing agreement 
with radio has been Settled. 

It had been planned to recover 
more districts this fall from local 
lawyer supervision and ptace these 
districts under the direction of men 
ae from the ASCAP home of- 

ce. 














Nets Shying Clear of Law Suits By oa 





Networks are exercising extreme 
caution against getting themselves 
|involved in any discrimination liti- 


| versy with the American Society of 
| Composers, Authors and Publishers 
| over the new licensing contract. 
| Name band leaders are not ordered 
to include Moadcast Music, Inc., 
/numbers in their programs, but in- 
| stead they are told that they must in- 
| clude at least ‘one non-ASCAP num- 
ber.’ 

| They are also being reminded, say 
the leaders, that the networks will 
| ‘remember’ when it comes to assign- 
|ing pickup lines just who was and 
wasn’t their friends, 

Mutual, in a memorandum to its 
stations last week, indicated that it 
is following the procedure of NBC 
,and Columbia on handling the lead- 
‘ers. The affiliates were informed 








that ‘when bands hand in their ad- 


'gation as a result of their contro- | 


Merely Hinting BMI to Band Leaders: 


| vance musical programs to the WOR 
|Music Department for copyright 


the dance band leader at least one 
|non-ASCAP must be included in the 
| program. 
| Band leaders report that they are 
| also under instructions from the net- 
works not to play any more med- 
ileys. It is customary for a medley 
| to be strung together by a series of 
| bars of music from some popular 
;tune, and the networks apparently 
| fear that if the leaders do not get out 
,of the medley habit they might in- 
| clude after Jan. 1 a connecting 
| theme which would be tagged an in- 
|fringement by ASCAP. 

Some bandmen declare that the 
| Side angles accruing from the broad- 
caster-ASCAP controversy are be- 
| coming so complex and baffling that 
| they may have to give up the music 
| business altogether and become day- 
‘time serial actors. 





In petitioning for reorgani- | 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


'' 





(Week ending Sept. 14, 1940) 


Blueberry Hill ..... 


.. Chappell 


Til Never Smile AGaiB accccccccaccesoves Meaaheaeessaese ces Sun 
God Bless AMETica coccccsscssccccecces eecccceccccccccccce OFlin 
Sierra Sue ..cccccccceseseccerccccces ree ers Tee Te ee PLCTTe Shapiro 
When the Swallows Come Back............... iibebe ea ckeae Witmark 
*I'm Nobody’s Baby (‘Andy Hardy Meets Deb’)..... + obeins-ei Feist 
Shout, I Am an AMEPICAN .....-cccccccee cphekute 35 -uakee Mercer 
*Only Forever (‘Rhythm on the River’)....... céuebievetvoact Santly 
Practice Makes Perfect weccccccccccccocs Sn tind eamidlos ade a .. BMI 
EE ee ues ee hed eteP has baer es kee obedient ..- Famous 
TAGS Wis cecccccbsoccecceceseceoves shah eakawe doa beeaee wa Harms 
BREE occcteventcosanadha SOCCER T ETS TCS oenee'ee heanes . Robbins 
SAN Wie eee Teaven, THe UATE feos beesenvenasede vas .. Remick 
Cre ee es Che By BED a case cccicccccecvodsccnnced Santly 
Call of the Camyom ccccccccccccccsccncnccsscccves bienaceand Shapiro 





*Filmusical 








Network Plugs, 8 A.M. tol AM. 





Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 


Monday through Sunday 


(Sept. 9-15). 


Total represents accumulated 


performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. Symbol ¢ 
denotes film song, + stage musicals, all others are pop. Parenthetic numeral 
after the title indicates how many weeks the song has shown up in these 











listings. 
GRAND 
TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
See EOE CF Pacacccccestoecsas Mt ene Parent be . ern 
dee eae oes veh ade 00% 58 460k Peon PEPIN ccccscee OM 
PROOIICO BEGNOS POPTECE (7) via ycccccccccvccccscccece Pe 
24 cs cides a eg ehest bate rnet dhahvenrreeee --Robbins ....... 31 
Rae SOE ITO AGOIM (14) 4 icccs cccrodsecccvescrecr ee ae ee 
All This, and Heaven Too (13).,.*ATHT............ ce OEE. ancccee OO 
That’s for Me (6)...*Rhythm on the River.......... oo FAMOUS .ccccce 26 
I’m Nobody’s Baby (14)...*Andy Hardy Meets Deb.... Feist ......ec02 25 
Our Love Affair (1)...*Strike Up the Band........... WEES cecccccece OO 
Te Os bias ss aR Y tee eas eee i4% reer ee ) a cose 20 
Get the Moon Out of Your Eyes (8).............0000s - Paramount .... 22 
ee Ee ED TBP kia 50004 bs co coe cakes ceuseae [) a oe 
See SUNN CEG ns 5c 6080400 6.000000 0s d008%4so)0% - Chappell ...... 20 
Can't Get Indiana Of My Mind (7)....ccccccccsedees BONET .cceccee BO 
NE, SENG o6550-4 os5u sea rew seas bhai cbee bese euee Shapiro ...e.e. 20 
I ne ben eee .-Crawford ..... 20 
When the Swallows Come Back (12)....... 0... cues Witmark ...... 19 
I Ue oo ater s Ceres Gace t's es acd ane bake eee American ..... 18 
Rhumboogie (3)...*Argentine Nights................. Leeds ..... cose 30 
eR ge ON Ee 2 Re ee ee ne rr eee Shapiro .ccccee 17 
ee NE OO. 55 cguwbbessakdakiwisecdseeabeoe Regent .cccccce 27 
POORER Or WO CIO)... . oi cvcdesaswadcccsecccdes waa’ FAMOUS .ccccce 17 
Only Forever (3)...*Rhythm on the River.........e0. Santly eeccccse 17 
We Could Make Such Beautiful Music (10).......... 00 MEE Scccescesse 38 
Sr WON CUED, «5 +6 nhnceceseneodeieercoacdeons BOOP cacececses 36 
a a a a os a el ~ emer 
Six Lessons from Madame La Zonga (14) .......... oa POURS vcb senses. 20 
WOCTRORS MOPOMNES G) 0c ccceccccsevcccccccccce ccccceORes cocccce BO 
2 igs nae LU eG babe beso adhe bese eenesee BVC wccccccsee 1 
TS. is ceca eke dees 6s cde oe and saa eied oo MATER ccccccce 39 
Orchids for Remembrance (11).........cccseeeesceees Miller ccccccce 21 
ee epic denbeonan oon EEE coscesea OS 
Never Took a Lesson in My Life (5)..........cccccese ABE ccccce coce J} 
I'm Stepping Out with a Memory Tonight (13)....... » Robbins ....... 10 
DOG eee CONNORS OB) ook ck ceccccdsccreceaces v6) EE, wdckeeae. 20 
One Look at You (5)...*A Night at Earl Carroll’s......Paramount.... 10 
Wee CAPONE. Ch) ..o.ebs dod gu sc ed 6060005000b6060068 BE bcacccaene: 50 





Music Notes 


Victor Young recording  back- 
ground music for Paramount's ‘Moon 
Over Burma,’ with Andrea Setaro 
scoring. 








Franz Waxman handling the musi- 
cal direction on Metro’s ‘Flight 
Command.’ 





Johnny Burke and Jimmy Van 
Heusen finished their songs for ‘Love 
Thy Neighbor’ at Paramount. 





George Stoll assigned as musical 
director on ‘Little Nellie Keily’ at 
Metro. 





Andre Kostelanetz took charge of 
the music for the first two Puppet- 
toon features to be produced by 
George Pal for Paramount release. 





Leo Robin and Ralph Rainger do- 
Ing tunes for ‘The Great American 
Broadcast’ at 20th-Fox, 





Nancy Morrison and Nat Vincent 
collaborated on ‘That’s Love Down 
in Old Mexico’ for Mills Music. 


Nat Vincent and Milo 


Sweet 


| |cleffed ‘I'm Gonna Have a Cowboy 
bow wae the Music Department tells ; 


Wedding’ for the next Roy Rogers 
picture at Republic. 





Mills Music, Inc., is publishing the 
score of ‘Dance, Girl, Dance’ (RKO) 
Tunes include ‘Morning Star’ and 
‘Mother, What Do I Do Now,’ 





Gus Kahn and Bronislau Kaper | 
cleffed ‘You Can’t Argue With Love’. 


for Metro’s ‘Go West.’ 





Phil Boutelje is musical adviser 
on the Gene Markey production, 
‘You're the One,’ at Paramount, 





Edward Warn is scoring Edward 
Small’s ‘The Son of Monte Cristo.’ 





John Leopold is composing back- 
ground music for Paramount's ‘The 


Geerge Duning wrote two songs 
for publication by Broadcast Musie, 
Inc., ‘I Can't Remember to Forget’ 
and ‘To Be Continued.’ 


Build Biz. 
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LAFAYETTE 
SOUND 
SYSTEMS 


Win your audience with the Sound 
system that presents you at your 
best! You get highest tone fidelity 
at lowest cost in Lafayette P.A. 
And with a System for any purpose 
—both fixed and portable units, it’s 
no wonder Lafayette’s the favorite 
of the nation’s FIRST bands, lead- 
ing artists and variety troupes. So 
get the facts and go places with La- 
fayette P.A. Send for FREE copy 
of great new catalog. Write TODAY. 
Dep't 67JB. 


LAFAYETTE RADIO CORP. 


100 SIXTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, WN. Y. 
901 W. JACKSON BLYD., CHICAGO, ILL. 
265 PEACHTREE STREET, ATLANTA, GA. 
BOSTON, MASS. © NEWARK, &. J. 
BRONX, WN. Y. @ JAMAICA, L. &. 
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BING CROSBY'S 
Ballad Hit from Paramount's 
“Rhythm On the River” 


ONLY 
FOREVER 


by Burke and Monaco 

















Quarterback,’ for which Irving Tal- | 


bot is handling the score, 


SANTLY-JOY-SELECT 
1619 Broadway New York 
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ASCAP Wins Important Decision 


In Wisconsin Sut for Royalties 





—— ~ 





Milwaukee, Sept. 17. 

Federal Judge F. Ryan Duffy 
handed down a long-awaited and 
far-reaching decision Wednesday 
(11) when he refused to issue an 
injunction to prevent the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, in behalf of Leo Feist, 
Inc, New York music publisher, 
from suing Charles Hynek, Manito- 
woe Rapids, Wis., ballroom proprie- 
tor, for infringement of copyright. 
The court's ruling is regarded as a 


distinct victory for ASCAP, owing 
to its effect upon a large number of 
cases that have been pending for 
months awaiting a decision upon the 
main point at issue. 


Robert A. Hess, legal rep for 
ASCAP, started the action against 
Hynek last January, seeking $250 
damages for copyright infringement 
for permitting the orchestra in his 
dancery to play ‘Wabash Blues’ 
without the formality of permission 
or payment of the customary fee. 
While the amount involved was not 
large, Hynek’s attorney, Howard P. 
Haberla, who is also legal rep for 
the National Tavern League, raised 
the question of the constitutionality 
ef a Wisconsin law passed in 1935, 
under which music firms or com- 
posers’ representatives were required 
to pay a state franchise tax of 25% 
of their gross receipts obtained in 
Wisconsin from fees charged for 
playing copyrighted music. It was 
charged that, since ASCAP had not 
paid such a tax, it had no right to 
make collections in the state. 


In various other actions started by 
Hess against night clubs, dance halls 
and taverns for infringement, the 
defendants’ legal lights took a simi- 
lar position. While a few of the 
cases were settled out of court, the 
rest of them were held in abeyance 
pending decision in the Hynek case 
as the same questions were involved. 
Hess maintained that noncompliance 
with the state requirement had no 
bearing on ASCAP’s suit to collect 
damages under the federal law. 
Judge Duffy, former United States 
senator and author of the Duffy bill, 
upheld this contention, and his de- 
cision means in effect that Chapter 
177, as the Wisconsin anti-ASCAP 
legislation is known, is no bar to 
ASCAP proceeding with other cases 
of alleged copyright infringement. 

In issuing his opinion denying 
Hynek an injunction to halt the 
ASCAP action, Judge Duffy held 
the point at issue would come up in 
the trial and hence needed no spe- 
cial injunctionary action at this time. 








257,000, of Which Only 
61,000 Paid, Viewed 8 | 
Milw. Outdoor Concerts 


Milwaukee, Sept. 17. 
Theatre ops found out where} 
some of their summer business went | 


to this week when Don Griffin, the | 
county park commission’s program 
director for its ‘Music Under ‘a 
Stars’ series of eight outdoor con- 
certs, announced total attendance 
figures of 257,000 persons. Of this 
number, however, only a little more 
than 61,000 were paid admissions, the 
balance free. At that, this season’s | 
cash customers numbered 4,500 more | 
than the previous summer. 

Financial statement is not yet com- | 





pleted, although it is certain the! 
county will show at least a slight | 
profit on its venture into the con-| 
cert field. 

Lily Pons and Andre Kostelantez, 
whose Salary of $3,500 for their 
evening’s efforts was tops for the 
Series, drew the largest attendance 


~60,000 of whom 12,608 paid for the 
Privilege. Others in the series and 
the number of paying customers they 
drew are as follows: 


Lanny Ross and Florence George— 
10,993. 


James Melton—7,901. 

John Charles Thomas—7,358. 
Richard Crooks—7.221. 
Donald Dickson—5.482. 


Albert Spalding and Diana Gaylen 
—5,.182., 


Jean Dickinson—4,480. 
Eight similar concerts for 1941 are 
now being planned. 


— 








ta Reichman band replaces Leo 
man's at Ben Marden’s Riviera, 
ort Lee, N. J.. tomorrow (Thurs- 
day), , . ee 


——— 


| ket again 


| Francisco, last week (12). 


$100,000 Song Suit 


Eduardo Sanchez De _ Fuentes, 
Cuban composer, filed suit Thursday 
(12) in N. Y. federal court seeking 
$100,000 damages plus an injunction 
against Paramount, claiming in- 
fringement of his song, ‘Por Tus 
Ojos” in the film ‘Cuando Canta La 
Ley.’ 

Plaintiff claims he wrote his song 
on Jan. 10, 1924, and Paramount’s 
film, which was released this year, 
used the song with Tito Guizar do- 
ing the singing. Besides $100,000 
plaintiff seeks $250 for each playing 
of the picture. 


Petrillo Hires 
Seabury for Ct 
Action vs. AGMA 


Samuel Seabury has been brought 
in as associate attorney for James C. 
Petrillo and the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians in the court case 
with the American Guild of Musical 
Artists. His entry into the picture 
caused hearing of AGMA’s injunc- 
tion plea before Supreme Court Jus- 
tice Aaron Steuer to be set back 
from yesterday until tomorrow 
(Thursday ). 

Petrillo filed his answer last week 
to AGMA’s original complaint, on 
which a preliminary stay, still in ef- 
fect, was granted by Justice Ferdi- 
nand Pecora. It categorically denied 
all the AGMA charges. Henry A. 
Friedman, Petrillo’s attorney who 
drew up the answer, subsequently 
refused to agree to an adjournment 




















Robin and Rainger 
Sign With 20th-Fox 


| 

Ralph Rainger and Leo Robin are | 
set with 20th Century-Fox as staff | 
songsmiths at a combined drawing | 
account of $1,000 a week, against | 
royalties via the Feist-Robbins cata- | 
logs. They were last signed to Par- | 
amount and Famous Music. 
Robin and Rainger’s signaturing by 
20th presages a filmusical production | 
upbeat by that company. 


BMI PUBLISHES 
MAESTROS 
TUNES 


Broadcast Music, Inc, under | 
George Marlo’s general professional 
direction, has been picking up new 
songs written by band leaders with 
regular radio wires, among them Al 
Kavelin, Barry Winton, Gray Gor- 
don, Johnny Messner, Ray Herbeck 
and Ted Weems, among others. Ar- 
thur Hammerstein, formerly very 
active musical producer, with Dud- 
ley Wilkinson, last piano accompan- 
ist for Estelle Taylor, have also 
placed a new song, ‘Because of You,’ 
with BMI. 

To date, BMI has published some 
120 originals and 175 standards (new 
arrangements), at the rate of seven | 














popular and 25 standard numbers a | vacate an order that Decca answer, 


week. These go out to a list of 45,- | 


'000 professional music users. 





Artie Shaw BMI’s 1st | 
SF. Casualty When He’s 
Minus Non-ASCAP Tune 


} 
} 
| 
| 





San Francisco, Sept. 17. 
Initial Frisco radio casualty is Artie | 
Shaw, spending his first 10 days at 


to give Henry Jaffe and Sidney Cohn,/|the Palace hotel minus the regular | 


AGMA lawyers, a chance to study 
the document. 
AGMA’s injunction suit is aimed 





CBS wire. Fact that all bands airing | 


on web must include at least one | 


non-ASCAP number per broadcast | 


to prevent Peirilio from carrying out| caught jivester by surprise and sans | 


his threat to bar all concert artists | arrangements. 


from radio, phonograph 


symphony orchestras unless 


join the AFM. 





6-MAN SHAW COMBO 
CUTTING FOR VICTOR 


Artie Shaw will hit the jive mar- 
with Victor 
with a 





recordings 
grooved small combination 


out of his big crew. 


they | rehearsing if they want to get bac ramo e ry 
on air inside of 10 days, as local| Victor’s British affiliate. 


| New band comprises 22 pieces and . 
| opened six-week engagement in Rose | celebrity singers’ records under the | 


Boys will have to do some rapid 


Situation now being | 
records, | remedied by Lenny Hayton. 
opera, pictures and appearances with | 


'Peer’s Latin-American Music Via 


BMI: Wants to Extend His ASCAP 





Contract, But Society Nix Seen 


Ralph Peer last week culminated 


Spud Murphy Rehearsing his lengthy feud with the American 





Spud Murphy is rehearsing a new 
band for dance work. He’s the 
bandleader who early this year 
started broadcasting on the NBC 
network, with an NBC studio band, 
to determine whether radio or rec- 
ords is the more powerful medium 
for pushing a band into public 
popularity. 

New outfit may go into the Ar- 
cadia ballroom, New York, for its 
first date. 





Decca Loses 


Plea vs. Quiz 
In Victor Suit 


Decca lost out last week in its 
attempt to have the Federal court 





questions submitted by the RCA 
Manufacturing Co. in connection with 
the latter’s trademark suit. Judge 
Vincent Leibell turned down Decca’s 
plea entirely. 

Action seeks an injunction, ac- 
counting of profits, and triple dam- 


ages claiming trademark infringe- 
ment in the use of a red label on 
records, and also charges unfair 
competition, The interrogatories 


now to be answered by Decca are | Society. 


Society of Composers, Authors and 
|Publishers by closing a performing 
| rights deal with Broadcast Music, Ine. 
| Fee a three-year contract at $35,000 
a year, Peer has made available to 
BMI all the Latin-American music 
contained in the catalog of his South- 
ern Music Publishing Co., plus the 
works of Southern Music Interna- 
cionale, Editorial PHAM, Editorial 
Argentina and the Mexican Associa- 
tion of Authors and Composers. 
BMI’s minimum obligation on the 
agreement is $35,000. 

It is Peer’s intention to retain 
within the Southern Music Co. the 
performing rights of American popu- 
lar music and extend his contract for 
this firm with ASCAP. Peer’s fail- 
ure to transfer the American phase 
of his catalog to BMI is interpreted 
in ASCAP quarters as a two-way 
recognition of the contention among 
ASCAP writers that their contractual 
alignment with ASCAP bars their 
publishers from assigning their per- 
forming rights elsewhere. Follow- 
ing the BMI deal, intimations were 
given by ASCAP officials that Peer’s 
application for renewal of his con- 
tract would be rejected, since he 
elected to split his catalog, and that, 
anyway, ASCAP holds the rights 
through the writers. 

ASCAP Nixed Peer’s Deals ° 

Peer had for some time tried to 
work out a deal with ASCAP for the 
rights in the Mexican Association's 
catalog. He also tried to negotiate 
a new contract for the Argentine 
Society of Authors and Composers. 
In the case of the Mexican group, 
ASCAP rejected his approach on the 
ground that it didn’t like the internal 
setup of the association. As for the 
Argentine proposition, ASCAP held 
it already had a contract with that 
Latter agreement can be 





to state the number of records sold | terminated on three months’ notice 


bearing that label; to produce speci- 
mens of the record; the _ price 
charged; type of artist on the rec- 


before the end of any year. 
Peer’s deal with BMI was accom- 
| panied by his setting up of a new 





ord, and all printed matter used in | organization, the American Perform- 


connection with the sale. 


| 


1902, it having first belonged to the 


k | Gramophone and Typewriter Co., 
1903 | Peer proposes to assign the performe- 


In 


union rules permit only two 2-hour | Victor won the first court battle 


rehearsal sessions per week. 


Room (12) pulling an overflow mob. 
News that Lana Turner’s divorce had | 
been granted broke same day, giving 


|hostelry nice publicity splash. Shaw’s | 


Leader has al- | 


ready recorded four sides with a six- | 


piece group, including himself, Billy 
Butterfield, trumpet; John Guarnieri, 


piano; Al Hendrickson, guitar; Nick | 


Fatool, drums, and Jack DeNaut, 
bass. Fatool and Guarnieri are ex- 
Benny Goodmanites grabbed by 


band on the Coast prior to his opera- 
tion. 


| Shaw when Goodman broke up his | 


Numbers Shaw’s group cut include | 


two originals by himself. 
‘Special Delivery Stomp’ and ‘Sum- 
mit hidge Drive,’ and two old show 
tunes, ‘Keeping Myself for You’ and 
‘Cross Your Heart.’ Shaw’s big band 
started a stay at the Palace hotel, San 
He calls 
the small combo the Gramercy Five, 
though six men, including himself, 
are listed. 


MPPA Sues Two Philly 


Stores on ‘Bootlegging’ 


Philadelphia, Sept. 17. 
As a sequel to a drive to stamp out 
the bootleg songsheet racket which 
investigators for the Music Publish- 
ers Protective Assn, conducted in 
this town several months ago, suits 


were filed last week against two 
stores alleged to be carrying such 
publications. The Federal court ac- 
tions named the Shubert Patent 
Medicine Store, Philade!phia, and 
Killian’s, Lancaster, and asked for 


an injunction to stop the sale of the 
illegal sheets. 

When the MPPA’s drive started in 
Philadelphia, scores of stores were 
stocking the bootleg publications. 
Same applied to ] 


newsstands along 
the main thoroughfares. 


They’re | 


first act after being notified by news- 
men of the divorce was to arrange 
with one of them for a tour through 
San Quentin Wednesday (18). 

Shaw will commute to Hollywood | 


Mondays to do his Spam show. 
' 





| over the label, defeating the Colum- 


label. 


Columbia subsequently was forced | 


to shift to a black and silver label, 
and Victor has retained the red 
trademark to date. It charges Decca 
with having acquired a number of 
masters of foreign recordings of Vic- 


|tor artists made a dozen years ago, 


and of having issued them domes- 


| tically under a red label. 


BMI's Operating Nut Now Estimated 
To Be Approximately $45,000 Monthly 


Monthly operating cost of Broad- 
cast Music, Inc., is now estimated by 
the trade as being around the $45.- 
000-mark. The project, set up by 
the broadcasters as a bargaining in- 
strument in the forthcoming grapple 
over the new ASCAP licensing con- 
tract, is figured to have a weekly 
payroll of over $4,000, with the 
weekly top money going to Sidney 
Kaye ($750), George Marlo ($250 
plus $100 expenses) and Merritt 
Tompkins ($300). Marlo has four as- 
sistants and there are about 40 ar- 
rangers on either full or part time. 

BMI is committed to turn out a 
minimum of 200 numbers between 
now and the first of the year. It’s 
usual stock order for orchestrations 
is 5,000 per number and the cost per 
title, covering arrangement, plates, 
printing and distributicn, is esti- 
mated to be $1,000. When NBC op- 
erated its own music group in 1932 
it blew $500,060 within a period of 
nine months, and the operation of 
this setup was nothing as extensive 
as BMI’s. 

BMI directors have currently un- |} 
der consideration a proposal that it 
bring in Ear] Ferris as BMI’s chief, 
press agent. Ferris has for the past 
eight years specialized in freelance 
publicity for radio performers. 





Sour Notes In Encino’s 
‘Garden’; Piantadosi Sues 


Los Angeles, Sept. 17. 


Al Piantadosi, song writer, filed a 
damage suit for $5,417 against the 
Encino Chamber of Commerce, 
charging breach of contract. 

Plaintiff declared he entered a 


verbal agreement with the village 
boosters to cleff a number titled ‘In 
a Garden in Encino,’ but was turned 
down after he had paid for publica- 
tion of the ditty. 


New Mpls. Spot 


Minneapolis, Sept. 17. 
Minneapolis gets another 
elaborate nitery Sat. (21), when the 
Hotel Radisson’s Flame Room opens 
Eddy Rogers and his band, which 
recently played an engagement at the 
N. Y. Radio City Rainbow Grill, will 
be the initial terps outfit. 





Gene Krupa cracked Dancing 
Campus, World’s Fair, N. Y., 
tendance record Sunday (15) with 
8,700 admissions afternoon 
evening. 


new | 


| 
} 


ing Rights Society, Inc. Charter for 


RCA acquired the red label in| the latter was obtained in Albany 


| last week, with the capital stock 
given as 200 shares, no par value, 





ing rights of the Latin-American cat- 


| alogs to this new organization, and 


| bia company, which was putting out | it is the American Performing Rights 


| Society that’s named as the other 
party in the BMI agreement. 





Brown and Henderson 
Stage Big ‘Reopening’ 
In Music Biz on B’way 








Lew Brown and Ray Henderson 
| staged quite an ‘opening’ Monday 
| afternoon at their new Brill building | 
| offices, marking their re-entry into 
| the music publishing business. Brown 
& Henderson, Inc.’s, first plug song, 
‘That’s Your When It 
Rains,’ self-written, will be followed 
| by ‘The Greatest General of Them 
| All,’ a semi-martial hymn. 

The return of B&H into the music 
business has seen all of the famed 
(Buddy) De Sylva, Brown and Hen- 


| derson trio in many spheres of the 


Umbrella 


theatre, from filmusicals to Broad- 
way legit, wherein the first named 
is concurrently very prominent with 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ and ‘DuBarry 


Was a Lady,’ as well as the forth- 
coming ‘Panama Haitie,’ which fol- 
lows ‘DuBarry’ into the 46th St. the- 
atre next month. 

Lew Brown last season had ‘Yokel 


Boy’ as a musical outstander, and 
|Ray Henderson has been writing 
| prolifically. Erown, in between, also 
had his own Brown, Inc., musie 
firm. 


Bobby Crawford, who in 1927 first 
conceived the DeS. B. & H. setup and 
who, in 1929, sold the firm to Ware 
ner Bros. as part of a package deal 
with other Max Dreyfus music firms 
for around $9,000,000, is now gene 
eral manager for A! Jolson’s ‘Hold 
on to Your Hats’ and himself a legit 
producer, represented by ‘Separate 


at- | Rooms.’ 


Solly Cohn is currently prof. mgr. 


and, for the new Brown & Henderson 


setup. 
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Night Club Reviews 














’ ment locale one of the hottest busi- 

TWO O CLOCK CLUB ness spots in town, , : 4 
This climb to almost continuous 
seta - taal | capacity biz mee Rag ea 
: through steady booking o e top 
Baltimore, Sept. a6. swing bands. Occasionally, there has 
Ralph Lewis, Chiquita, O’Connor }een a weaker band and business has 

Bros. and Clair (3), Lewis Sisters jaq a corresponding slackening. 
(2), Wally Wanger Girls (6), Milton Ellington's band is one of the finest, 
Lyons Orch (7); $1 and $1.50 mim- 4. always. It’s swing without the 
mum Sat. and Sun. blasting usually associated with col- 
7 ored orchestras. Its style seemingly 
Orly spot in town essaying am- js fresh and new with plenty o 
bitious floor divertisement, Two modernistic touches to satisfy the 
O'Clock Club has been able to over- most ardent swing concert addict. 
come bad location in heart of down- Ellington’s band is also capable of 
town tenderloin section. | Soong sae, sane 8 — — 
iven some overhauling and minor ple ballad, something few swin 
Fs vache room is rine its bands seem able to accomplish. In 
fourth season and on opening night, addition he gives the spotlight to 
wher caught, attracted complete ca-, several of his musicians on the 
pacity. Biz since also reported okay. Clarinet, trumpet, trombone and sax. 
No cover or minimum during week Ivy Anderson is the leading light 
nights with tariff applied over week- among the non-instrumentalists, and 
ends and holiday nights only. scores consistently on her nifty pipes. 
Cuvrent layout plays smoothly Her diction, phrasing and general 
enouch. Briskly paced by Ralph style all make up a vocal session of 
Lewis. emcee, ‘layout gets under topnotch worth and entertainment. 
way with number by line of six after Herbie Jeffrey is the male vocalist 
which the Lewis Sisters, duo of nice- and specializes in ballad-type tunes 
loolins singers, give out with session Which he sings without particular 
of pons to good returns. Do ‘Got coloring. He needs some vocal per- 

My Eyes On You, ‘Oh, Johnny,’ sonality. : ; 
‘Ohio’ and ‘Rancho Grande,’ the lat-| Standard in vaude by now is col- 

s 
po gg and Clair, two hard to fill out a suitable turn. 
boys and a gir! in three-way hoofing Marie Bryant has some patter to lead 
and instrumental stuff, follow. Uti- into some _ torso-tossing dancing 
lizing a trumpet and a fiddle, lads which gets lukewarm, then fails to 
give imnressions of name band signa- ignite. Gold. 

tures after which they take hold of 
saxes while beating out a fast tap 
routine. Work well and sell smooth- | 








Bluegrass Room, L’ville 
After a modernistic number by (BROWN HOTEL) 
line, Chiquita (New Acts) contrib- 
utes a novel bit of marionet handling, 
a good pace changer and a bit dif- 
ferent for type of entertainment, 
usually dished out here. Makes | 
good spot for Lewis with routine of | ¢ 
swift sagging, not too familar and’ day and Sunday, $1.50; other nights, 
nicely sold. Lad knows his way, $l. 
around with audiences of this type 
and handled extra heavy session of 
heckling when caught in highly skill- 
ful styles. Handles a vocal well and 
impression of Winchell and March of 
Time newscast also okay. 

Milton Lyons orch plays for show 
and dancing. Contributes a smooth 
routine all around. 





Louisville, Sept. 12. 
Nancy Healy, Three Randall Sis- 
ters, Edward Noll and Marion No- 
lan, Paul Winchell, Nick Stuart Orch 
(8); Betty Burns; minimum Satur- 





Situated in one of the town’s two 
| leading hotels, the Bluegrass Room is 
the rendezvous for the local colonels 
,and their ladies. Room is decorated 
|throughout with an equine motif, 
and can accommodate about 300 
comfortably. With the advent of 
- oa |cooler weather, and the fall season 

With no competition to speak of | setting into stride, management has 
and biz in cocktail lounges and in-| hooked a modest show this week 
timate bistros around town reported | with Nick Stuart, erstwhile film 
extra good, Two O'Clock Club/ player, fronting an eight-piece band. 
should show ample returns if policy | Stuart’ flashes a pearly set of molars 
of floor shows is maintained on open-| as he introes the acts and fronts for 
ing standards. Burm. | the combo, although he doesn’t essay 


Panther Room, Chi 


: Chicago, Sept. 12. Orch gives out with some soft 

Duke Ellington Orch with Ivy|dance tunes and backs the show 
Anderson, Herbie Jeffrey, Bill Bailey,|solidly. Starter is Nancy Healy, 
Marie Bryant; no cover. who’s dextrous at tapology. She’s a 
dark-haired youngster, attractive in 
Panther room has become an im-!a blue gown, with gloves to match, 
ortant part of Chicago nite life, | and makes for a lively opener. Three 
uilding a real and vital dance fol-| Randall Sisters follow, huddling 
lowing which is making this base-| around the mike for some standard 


instrument (at least, neither of these 
talents were displayed at show 
caught). 
































LY SONG EVER GIVEN A 10 MINUTE 
“PLUG” ON THE SCREEN! 

arland and Mickey Rooney 

in MGM's “Strike Up The Band’ 


OUR LOVE AFFAIR 


d and Roger Edens 


THE ON 


sung by Judy G 


Words and Music by Arthur Free 


INSNNNNNUNUteeee 


Getting Bigger Every Day! 


LOVE LIES 


A New Ballad by Carl Sigman, Ralph Freed, Joseph Meyer 


READY SOON! Nick Kenny's Greatest Song 


DREAM VALLEY 


nd Charles Kenny and Joe Burke 





by Nick a 











f | 


ored tapster Bill Bailey and he works | 


any vocal chores or give out on an| 


| harmony. Loosen up a bit with 
‘Ragtime Cowboy Joe,’ swing into a 
bit of hillbilly, novelty antics with 
| ‘When Pa Was Courtin’ Ma.’ Gals 
garnered generous applause, but give 
|evidence of needing some seasoning. 
| Stick pretty close to the mike, as 
| their voices are small, but the blend 
is there, and general effect is okay. 

Edward Noll and Marion Nolan, 
standard ballroom duo, open their 
‘turn with usual adagio stuff, then 

wham over a hit with their version 
of the Castles doing the Castle Walk, 
| back in 1913, to the tune of ‘By the 

Sea.’ Patrons liked that number 
‘plenty. Top applause act of the bill 
|is Paul Winchell, ventriloquist, with 
| Jerry, his dummy pard. Gets off 
some nifty stuff with his wooden 
stooge. , 

Two shows are presented nightly, 
at 8 and 12, with luncheon matinee 
,on Saturday. Band dishes out 
/smooth dance rhythms, with Betty 
| Burns handling the vocals. At show 
| caught Saturday (7), dinner biz was 
capacity. Hold. 


On The Upbeat 











| Bernice Armstrong and his KDKA |! 
signed by | 


staff orch have been 
Pines, Pittsburgh, to play for week- 
end dancing during the fall and win- 
| ter season. 





| Eddie Metcalfe, formerly with 
‘Dick Barrie, left Herman Middle- 
;man’s outfit at Yacht Club, Pitts- 
burgh, to join Leighton Noble as sax 
player and vocalist. 





Donna Laine, formerly of the 
dance act .of Bert Layton and his 
Four Flirts, has joined Fran Eich- 
ler’s band in Pittsburgh as featured 
vocalist. 


El Chico, Pittsburgh, has lifted 


option of Lola Cordoba and her Ar- 
gentine band for two more weeks. 











| 

Harold Becker orch opened yester- 
day (17) at Dellwood Ballroom, 
Buffalo, succeeding Tommy Flynn, 
who moves (23) into Chez Ami. 


| ‘ 
| Ruby. Newman booked into Ritz 
Roof, Boston, for three weeks start- 
ing Sept. 16. 








Tommy Dorsey’s band signed by 
Paramount for ‘Las Vegas Nights.’ 





Sea Girt Inn, Sea Girt, N. J., is 
!continuing its band policy, started 
early in the season by Jack Tea- 
| garden, but is operating only Satur- 
|day nights. Had Dick Messner and 
Terry Shand last two weeks. 





| 








Sonny Burke band, due for a 
| buildup by Columbia Records, set for 
|its first job in New York. Goes into 
| Brooklyn Roseland Sept. 25. Band 
| worked at the Dells, East Lansing, 


| Michigan, all summer. 





Tony Pastor band’s start at the 
Lincoln is set for Oct. 26. Will 
Hudson band stays till then. 





| D’Artega band back in New York 


|after a year as stage band at theatre panies the petition offering to pay | 


in Buffalo. 
| 


| 





Terry Shand outfit set for 12 weeks 
,}at the New Kenmore hotel, Albany, 
|opening Sept. 20. Gets five CBS 
| afternoon and evening wires. Crew 


| "Texas and Mississippi. 


| 
|record for Okeh label. 
| rently at Astor Roof, New York. 








Riviera ballroom, Riverview Park, 
Des Moines, shuttered for the winter 
Sunday night (15), abandoning an 

| effort to operate weekends during 

| the fall season after a two-week 
| trial. 

| 

| Carl 





Hoff orch 


: Only band to be re-| dissatisfied with the terms of the deal which gives Romm 4% commission 
| turn-booked in that spot this season. | 











} 
| 


| 


|768. Of the assets $3,109 are debts 


|just back from long run through | 


Ina Ray Hutton’s all male band to 
She’s cur- | 


playing for the | 


| duration of the Los Angeles county | 


fair in Pomona, Cal. 





Jean Carroll, former showgirl at 
Ben Marden’s Riviera, now singing 
with Leo Reisman’s band. Reisman 
was at Marden’s all summer. 





Johnny McGee’s group goes into 
the St. George hotel, Brooklyn, for 
| four months Sept. 27. Zinn Arthur 
| current. 
| 








Ronnie Kemper, pianist and vocal- 
| ist with Dick Jurgens, left to go to 
| California to form a band of his own. 








| Larry Clinton set for two weeks at 
| Netherland-Plaza hotel, Cincinnati, 
| opening Oct. 24. 








Saxie Dowell band will oppose that 
of Hal Kamp, his old boss, in At- 
'lanta, Ga. this month. He opens 
| Henry Grady hotel, Sept. 21. Kamp 
'comes into the Ansley hotel, Sept. 27. 





| 





———— 


Bands at the Boxoffice 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, ts the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 





Weeks Cyene ( ee 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Wocdy Herman’... New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 5 2,300 9,750 
Russ Morgan..... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)........ 5 1,375 6,475 
Ina Ray Hutton*.. Astor (900; 75c-$1).......... aeaevie 2 1,850 5,100 
Ray Kinney*..... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)..........18 1,150 22,350 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 


Inside Stuft—Music 


Fiorence George (Mrs. Everett Crosby), coloratura soprano, has obtained 
a personally written book by the French tenor, Charles Dalmores (1871- 
1940), in which the singer lists every performance in his career from 1899- 
1918. The book shows that Dalmores, who was considered the best of all 
French tenors to appear in America, earned 1,782,848 francs during his 
entire career. 

Miss George was a pupil of Dalmores, having studied with him in Holly- 
wood the last two years of his life, which ended in poverty. The balance 
of the book describes the performances, contains personally written 
anecdotes, and lists the singers with whom Dalmores appeared. Miss 








| George is considering posthumous publication, 





Hugo Bryk, a German Jew, and in a French concentration camp as a 
technical ‘alien’ until the Nazi occupation, seemingly has free access 
throughout France, all of which puzzles ASCAP and the U. S. music men 
who know the veteran Bryk. Latter had cabled that he was privileged 
to act as ASCAP’s rep in France, either in Paris (occupied territory) or 
in unoccupied Vichy, and that he preferred the latter as a European h.q. 
to represent the Society. John G. Paine, g.m. of ASCAP, cabled back that 
Bryk could suit himself and he decided to follow the French governmental 
seat to Vichy. 





Sidney Bechet corralled an all-star quartet to help him record his last 
five tunes for Victor record release. Cut in Chicago, the sides were made 
with Bechet on sax and clarinet, Baby Dodds, drums; Rex Stewart, trump- 
eter with Duke Ellington’s band; bandleader Earl Hines on piano, and 
John Lindsay, one-time base player with the old King Oliver band. 

Quintet made five tunes, ‘Blue in Thirds,’ ‘Blues to You Johnny,’ ‘Ain’t 
Misbehavin,’ ‘Save It Pretty Mama,’ and ‘Stompy Jones.’ First two are 
originals by Hines. 





Harry Romm’s likely split with General Amusement Corp., for which 
he handled all theatre bookings, is based on the fact that GAC has become 


on all theatre bookings. Beside booking GAC talent, he handles the ac- 
counts he brought with him at the time he joined the agency. 

Agency wants him to forego the 4% arrangement and join the agency 
as an employe. Instead he’ll likely resume an independent status. 





Lester Santly, who co-authored ‘I’m Nobody’s Baby,’ a Feist copyright, 
long before he became a partner in Santly-Joy-Select, gave his wife, 


| Agnes, his royalty share in the re-publication rights since Judy Garland 
| interpolated it into ‘Andy Hardy Meets Debutante’ (M-G). 


Song has sold 
100,000 copies to date. 





° | 

>] v : 
Swing Mag S Reorg Plea | Charley Teagarden Sticks 
With Brother Jack’s Orch 

Swing Publications, Inc., publish- Charley Teagarden will remain 
ers of Swing magazine, filed a peti- | with his brother’s (Jack) band. He 
tion for reorganization under Chap- |originally joined the latter’s crew 
ter XI of the bankruptcy act in N. Y.| temporarily in place of trumpeter 
federal court Monday (16), listing | Tommy Gonsolin. Charley was with 
assets of $3,552 and liabilities of $19,-| Paul Whiteman until the latter’s 
band was disbanded. 

Another change in the outfit last 
week put Al Calico among Teagar- 
den trombones, replacing Joe Fer- 
unsecured creditors 15% of their | rel. Also, Hilde Simmons vice Mary 
claims in full settlement of them. | Anne Dunne as vocalist. 





due on open accounts. 
| 


A plan of reorganization accom- 

















When we have a bad one, we tear it up 
When we have a good one, we advertise 


ray Sagas 


Lew 


Ray 
BROWN and HENDERSON 











iret rs 


A cheery-timely-rhythmic fox trot 


FHAT’S 
YOUR UMBRELLA 
WHEN IT RAINS 


(Paul Weirick arrangement) 
BROWN & HENDERSON, INC. 
1619 Broadway, New York 

Solly Cohn, Prof. Mgr. 





Chas. Gordon, 


Nat Debin, 
New York 


St. Clair Hotel, Chicago 
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Barnet ‘Misconstrues’ Petrillo’s Ruling 
On CRA Dates; Playing Fiesta, N. Y. 





Charlie Barnet orch-Consolidated 
Radio Artists battle over whether 
Barnet’s band would 
stands the agency has lined up for) 
it, or fulfill its independently booked 


two and a half weeks at the Fiesta; Detroit Thursday night (12) after | ner 


Danceteria, New York, is still 
pretty mixed up affair. 
crew started the Fiesta date Friday | 
(13) on schedule after a PR inineseadl 
over the dispute, with all parties, 
present, in the offices of James C.| 
Petrillo, prez of the American Fed-| 
eration of Musicians. Confab took 
place Friday a few hours before the 
band went into the Fiesta. 

Petrillo left for Chicago imme- 
diately after the meeting and left 
it to one of his union associates to 
relay his final decision. It was, 
explained by Petrillo 


| 


| 


Barnet'’s | there. 


as | 
yesterday | 


(Tuesday) after his return, that he| 
had given Barnet permission to take | 


his complaints 
civil court, but in the meantime the 
leader must live up to his contract 
with the agency. 
the band couldn’t fill the Fiesta date, 


against CRA to a} 


That meant that! 


but must play CRA’s booked one- | 


nighters. 
construed the decision to mean, in 
valid contract between the’ two 
parties and simply gave Barnet the 
okay to go to court, without spe- 
cifically referring to 
dates. 

At any rate, the band is playing 


Barnet’s side claim they) 
vocalist to replace Nan Wynn. Clyde 


essence, that Petrillo recognized a_ Burke, 


the disputed | 


‘at the opposition Sherman hotel. 


at the Fiesta. When queried, Petrillo | 


explained he hadn’t yet decided 
what measures to take against Bar- 
net for disregarding the second 
order to abide 
with CRA. First order was 

a week or so ago and Petrillo’s 
to a meeting with both sides 
the result of the answer to 

Charles Weintraub, Barnet’s man- 
ager. Weintraub’s plea was based 
on the fact that Petrillo hadn't heard 
both sides of the argument. 

The meeting was attended by 
Weintraub, Barnet, Lou 
Barnet’s lawyer; Charles Green and 
Ann Richardson, of CRA: Jack Ro- 
senberg, prez of N. Y. Local 802 
of the AFM, and the national exec- 
utive board. 

Barnet claims he cancelled, via 
registered letter to Charles Green, 
the contract between the band and 
the agency on Sept. 6. Whether the 
discharge holds water 
seen. Barnet’s contract with CRA 
was for 10 years as of last March 
and called for a straight 20% 


okay 
was 
it by 


by the agreement} 
issued | 


Names Give Cal. State 


Randell, | 


remains to be | 


‘ 
com- 


mission on all work secured for him 


by CRA, 

Weintraub says that as fast as the 
contracts for the disputed. dates 
were sent him on the road the pro- 
moters concerned were informed 


the band would not play for them. | 


They were signed by CRA in Bar- 





HOAGY CARMICHAEL’S 
Latest 


CAN’T GET 
INDIANA 
OFF MY MIND 


SANTLY-JOY-SELECT 
1619 Broadway New York 














| Tommy 


| 


| Chuck Peterson, 


| week. He was replaced third alt 








aii behalf on the strength of al 
power of attorney, which is said to) 


CRA and its bands, 
Barnet flew his entire crew in fr om | 





RAYMOND SCOTT HUNTS | | 
4 MUSICIANS, VOCALIST 





Raymond Scott flew into New | 
York Monday (16) to conduct hur-| 
ried audétions for new men in four 
vacated spots in his band, and have 
the outfit ready for its opening Fri- 


day (20) at the Chase hotel, St. 
Louis. Scott is looking for replace- 
ments for Andy Picard, drummer; 





Charles Brosen, sax; Chubby Jack- 
son, bass; and Wendell Dorley, trom- | 
bone. Had already replaced Bert | 
LaMarr on trumpet with ites 
Maxwell, 


Leader is also looking for a eal 
until recently with Sammy 
Kaye, is handling all vocals mean- 
while. Band goes back into Chi- 
cago for four months at the Black- 
hawk Cafe next month. Less than 
two weeks ago it completed a stay | 





| 





Fair Its Biggest Year 


Sacramento, Calif., Sept. 17. | 
Record attendance for the 11 days 
of the State Fair is attributed to the 
name bands, Bonnie Baker and Bob 
Hope, booked in by Fox Case, chair- | 
man of the attractions committee. 
Turnout reached 713,625, topping the | 
former high in the 86 years of the 
event by better than 100,000. It 
marked the first time that the fair 
association used other than standard 
vaude acts, 
Top crowd-getter 





was Kay Kyser, 


followed by Horace Heidt, Bob Hope, | 


Bonnie Baker-Orrin Tucker’ and 
Phil Harris in that order. Fair 
broke even on these attractions and 
Case has been instructed to work out 
a similar Lcaniaiens for next year, 


Jimmy Blake Il 


Blake, trumpeter with 
Dorsey, has been in the 
Johns-Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, 
for the past two weeks recovering 
from a collapsed lung resulting from 
overexertion. Blake will be 
pitalized at least another two weeks 
and will be out of action for another 
six. He'll 
ladium, Los Angeles, where the 
band opens for six weeks Oct. 31. 

Blake's absence leaves Dorsey with 
three trumpets. Clyde Hurley 
dropped out to go to the Coast for 
studio work. Section now consists 
of Ray Lynn, Ziggy Elman and 
who shifted over 
from Tony Pastor after Blake’s tem- 
porary retirement. Hymie Schert- 
zer, first alto sax, dropped out last 
o by 


Jimmy 


hos- 


Freddie Stolz, latter’s spot being 


taken by Henie Beau. 
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by EDDIE DrLANGE » PAUL MANN and STEPHAN WEISS 


The Logical Successor to—''THE BREEZE AND I” 


and also with 
XAVIER CUGAT'S 


WHATEVER HAPPENED TO YOU?" 


EDWARD B. MARKS MUSIC CORPORATION 
RCA BLDG. ¢ RADIO CITY ¢ NEW YORK 
FRANK HENNIGS, PRO. MGR. 
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i this town's 
{abandon its guest conductor and pit 
which has been in | 


| policy 


| without 


rejoin Dorsey at the Pal- | 


| Adolphus hotel, 


From Maestro to Agent 
And Now Back Again 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 17. 
Ralph Harrison, one-time band 
|leader in these parts but more re- 
| cently an indie agent, is going back 
to his old trade this week at the 
| head of his own small outfit. He 





play one-night be part of all contracts between | calls his crew the 4 Aces and they 
| open Thursday night (19) at the Ho- 


tel Fort Pitt’s Norse Room for din- 
and supper dancing. It also 


a ' finishing a week at the Fox theatre | marks Fort Pitt’s return to the dance ' 
field after 
| atus. 


more than a decade’s ‘hi- 

in the early ’20s 
first theatre stage 
importance in Pitts- 
burgh, the old Nighthawks at the 
State, a Fifth uvenue house. Was 
also a dance fave here and in Ber- 
muda but gave up his own orch 
several years ago to play piano with 
several picture house bands. He’s 
a nephew of Dave Broudy, former 
conductor at Stanley theatre and 
now first violinist there under Max 
Adkins. 


SHEA’S BUFFALO 
DROPS GUEST 
MAESTROS 


Buffalo, Sept. 17. 
Effective this week, Shea’s Buffalo, 
ace deluxe house, will | 


Harrison back 
maestroed the 
band of any 








orchestra policy 
force the theatre’s opening 
over 13 vears ago. The orchestral | 
was inaugurated by the late 
Mike Shea shortly after he opened 
the Hipp here, and was carried on 


since 


continuously at the Hipp from about | 


later transferred to the 
Buffalo. This will mark the first 
time in 25 years the town has been 
orchestra presentations, 
Shea’s Buffalo at various times hav- 
ing been one of three or four 
tres in the country to continue the 
policy 


1914, being 


The Buffalo orchestra at one time | 
40 members and in | 


numbered over 


recent years has been conducted by | 


practically every guest conductor of 
note. House, under union require- 
ments, will maintain an orchestra of 


17 pieces for stage show and general 
utility purposes, 


Band Bookings 


Jimmie Lunceford, Sept. 














26, Elks 


thea- | 





Wilson Hosts Goodman 








Benny Goodman getting back into | 
i'shape. Sat in for over an hour with 


os 


| Teddy Wilson's small combo at Cafe | 


| Society, New York, last 
| (10). 

Goodman is resting in Westchester 
preparatory to starting anew 
Oct. 10. 


N.Y. Dance Cafeteria 
Sesregates Jitterbugs; 
Too Rough on Flooring 





Barnet’s band there Friday night 
(13), the Fiesta Danceteria, N. Y., 
changed its policy to segregate jitter- 
bugs from sedate hoppers as a pro- 
tective measure. Spot has two floors, 
three bands shifting from one to the 
other at different times. Keeping the 
more violent ankle tossers on the 
upper area insures the better con- 
structed lower one against having to 
be replaced. With only 10 months of 
operation under its belt, the spot has 
already resurfaced the upper floor 
three times; workmen completed the 
third going over a few minutes be- 
fore Barnet was to shift up there 
opening night. 

Fiesta opened originally with a 
self-service policy of handling the 
food, from which derived 
Danceteria handle. Coincident with 
the division of dancing style, how- 
| ever, the spot installed waiter serv- 
ice on its lower floor and self-service 
|only on the upper. 

Beside Barnet, the spot has a band 
led by Guy Granado and a rhumba 


is 





| band led by Lou Fay. Another idea 
unveiled along with Barnet makes 
|Granado’s outfit a sweet or swing 
|group depending on the style of 
name bands brought in. 


| Fay’s rhumba crew has been at the 
|spot for some time. He'll change his 
hasn't been de- 


;him. New moniker 


| cided yet. 


Effective with the start of Charlie | 


Tuesday 


about | 





Cugat Finally Shifts to Columbia 
Records After Threat ot ot Legal Suit 


Threat of a suit by Columbia Rec. 
ords against Musie Corp. of America 
and Xavier Cugat forced the shift 
of Cugat’s orchestra from the Vic- 
tor to the Columbia Recording ros- 
ter. Cugat’s current tie with Vic- 
tor expires next month after which 
he goes over to the Columbia 50c 
label. Columbia contract forcing the 
change was signed by Cugat last 
April and the litigation was the re- 
sult of his trying to squirm out of it 
and remain at Victor. 

Cugat was dissatisfied with the 
way he was being handled by Victor 
and also with the latter’s 75c selling 
price. He asked MCA to negotiate 
a deal for him somewhere else. Com- 
plying, MCA signed him to Colum- 


‘bia at $275 per side and a guarantee 


of 40 sides a year. He had been 


| getting $175 a side for a lesser num- 


When Victor heard 
not knowing he had al- 


ber from Victor. 
of the deal, 


| ready signed with Columbia, it upped 


Columbia’s offer and more than dou- 
bled its present price “arrangement 
with the band by setting a figure of 
$375 a side with a guarantee of 40 
sides. Also told Cugat Victor's 75c¢ 
price was dropping to 50c. 

Cugat immediately decided he 
would rather stay at Victor. In re- 
sponse to his pleas MCA talked Co- 
lumbia into returning the contract, 


| but leaving the latter under the im- 


its 


pression that its terms would stand 


| and Cugat would come to them. Why 


Columbia even temporarily returned 
the contract is vague, but it .was 
based on MCA’s word that it would 


| hold, 


name so the folks don't get tired of | 


| known. 


There was some delay in its be- 
ing returned and Columbia informed 
MCA of its suit plans if Cugat dis- 
regarded the Columbia agreement 
and stayed at Victor. The whole 
argument is based on the current 
rage for rhumba and conga groups, 
of which Cugat’s is one of the best 
When he let it be known 
that he was desirous of a change 
away from Victor he also had offers 


| from Decca and U, S. Records. 














Aud., Los Angeles; 27, Aud., San 
Diego; 30, City Aud., Houston, Texas; | 
Oct. 1, Little Rock, Ark.; 2, Memphis, 
Tenn 

Jimmy Dorsey, Oct. 18, Earle the- 
atre, Phila 

Woody Herman, Oct. 11-14, State 
theatre, Hartford; 17, Recreation Hall, 
St. George. Staten Island, N. Y.; Nov. 
15, week, RKO Palace, Cleveland; 22, 
week, Fox theatre, Detroit; 29, week, 
Century, Buffalo; Dec. 13, Hipp, | 
Balto. 

Cats & rime, Sept. 20, Lincoln | § 
theatre, Washington, D. C.; 27, Apollo | 
theatre, N. Y: Oct. 4, Royal theatre, | @ 
Balto. | | 

George Olsen, Sept. 20, Purdue} 
Memorial Union, Lafayette, Ind.; 21, 
Lansing C. C., Lansing, Mich 

Ted Lewis, Sept. 27, Robinson 
Memorial Union, Little Rock, Ark 

Will Osborn, Oct. 8, Laramar B., 
Fort Dodge, la 

Al Donahue, Sept. 25, Mishler the- 
tre, Alte ona, Pa.; 26, Orpheum T., 
Con! lisv ile. Pa.: 27, theatre, But- 

“Pa - 28. Castle Farms, Cincinnati: 

29, Myers Lake, Canton, O. 


Leo Reisman, Oct. 
Larry Clinton, Oct. 18, Washing- | 
ton & Lee, Lexington, Va. | 
Malcolm Beelby, Oct. 2, indef., 
Dallas. | 
Alex Bartha, Oct. 26, Town Hall, | 

Philadeiphia. 

Paul Burton, Sept. 30, two weeks, 
Palm Beach Cafe, Detroit. 

Xavier Cugat, Oct. 3, three weeks, 
Statler hotel, Detroit; Oct. 25, Chi- 
cago theatre, Chi; Nov. 1, Palace T., 
Cleveland; 8, Fox T., Detroit; 15, 





|Shea’s T.. Buffalo; 22, Colonial T., 
Dayton. 

Bernie Cummins, Oct. 26, Nicollet | 
hotel, Minneapolis. |" 
Jan Garber, Oct. 11, two weeks, 

Ansley hotel, Atlanta 
Everett Hoagland, Oct. 14, Iindef., 
Statler hote!, Boston. 


3, week, Loew’s | 
State, N. Y. 


NEW YORK CITY 


“When we go on the road 
we go on GREYHOUND!” 


For full indoviabion write to nearest 
Greyhound Travel Bureau listed below: 


245 West 60th Street 














says 


--who knows 
where he’s 
going! 


@ Even if saving money 
doesn’t mean much to 
you, Greyhound’s still 
your best bet. Try 
going by Super-Coach 
next trip—you'll dis- 
cover a lot of luxurious 
comfort aboard these 
streamliners of the high- 
way. And they'resocon- 
venient—there'salways 
a Greyhound when 
you want Co Start travel- 
ing! Fares are lower 
than for any other type 
of transportation—and 
there's a still greater 
reduction when you 
charter a bus for your 


SAN FRANCISCO, C F 

CURVELAND. OHIO soo. -  Rastath a Satcege Whole group. Go Grey- 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. |” Broad Street Station hound—and §° soon. 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS ........... 12th & Wabash 

FT. WORTH, SMB AS. » «s+ . - #5 Commerce Stree 

CHARLEST ON, W. VIRGINIA .. 155 Summers Stree 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA | . 609 Sixth Avenue, N. fg 4A, 

BOSTON, MASSAC HUSETTS |. 60 Park Square A Bas Ap 

WASHINGTON, | : ae 110 New York Avenue, “N Ww. ere ‘o jy 

DETROIT MICH Wasbie ton Bivd. at Grand River Alaa 

BT. LOU DN a Hie nk Broadway & Delmar Blvd. fi a 

sEXINGTON, KENTUCKY........ 01 N. Li ~s | ‘.“ 

MEMPHIS, TENNES ON Man Steee Qe a 

NEW ORLEANS, LOU ISIANA. : 7208. Galvez Street xy: ' \ 

CINCINNATI, OHIO. . . 630 Walnut Street — a oy 

RICHMOND, VIRGIN 1A 412 Kast Broad Street u<e —~ ; 
INDSOR, ONTARIO .....°: 44 London Street, East ~ 
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Not Enough Good Orthodox Vaude 
Left, Balto Hipp Goes Presentation 


| 

Izzy Rappaport, operator of the| 
Hippodrome, Baltimore, vet indie} 
stage show house, has become con- 
vinced that it’s impossible to line up 
enough good vaude shows with the 
orthodox five-act system. Result is 
he’s switching to a modified pres- 
entation idea Oct. 11, booking in a 
16-girl Fanchon & Marco line and 
F. & M. stager Beth Mitchell to en- 
hance the production values. Eddie 
Sherman continues to book the acts 
and, when available to space the 
presentations, name bands. 

F. & M. line is booked on a basis 
that gives the Hipp the right to lay 
off the girls when band shows are 
booked. 

Rappaport blames the current 
condition of orthodox vaude on the 
fact that there are no flash acts of 
quality available. This means that 
shows as a rule must close with 
acrobats, and after awhile they all 
begin to look alike. 

WB's Earle, Washington, has been 
operating successfully with the 
presentation idea for the past couple 
of years. A Fanchon & Marco line 
of girls is on tap there also, with 
Harry Anger doing the staging. It’s 
Rappaport’s plan to borrow produc- 
tion ideas from this spot, as well as 
the F. & M.-staged Roxy, New York. 





Kentuckiana Institute 


| 


Ct (Wilmer and Vincent), which helps 
Schedules Names ;° make life worthwhile. 





Louisville, Sept. 17. 

Third Kentuckiana Institute, spon- 
sored by Courier-Journal and Times, 
is set for week starting Sept. 30. 
Names set are Alec Templeton, 
Wayne King, Scuthernaires Quartet 
and American Puppet Opera Co. 
All will appear at Memorial Aud, 
at 99c and 48c, prices which the 
newspapers announce are pegged to 
give patrons the attractions ‘at cost.’ 

Names set fur the lecture series 
during the Kentuckiana (a coined 
term, denoting the Kentucky-Indi- 
ana trade area), are Sigrid Undset, 
Norwegian novelist; Vyvyan Donner, 
Angelo Patri, Count Potocki, George 
Antheil, Schiaparelli, Elmer 
Archduke Felix and Drew Pearson. 
The syndicate columns of Patri, An- 
theil, and Pearson are carried in the 
sponsoring newspapers. 


Promotion is an annual affair, and | 


brings in most of the lectures, to- 
gether with: cooking schools, cam- 
era show, health talks and the like, 
free of charge. Has proven to be a 
tremendous trade _ stimulant, and 
brings tremendous flock of visitors 
from out-state, and from neighbor- 
ing Southern Indiana. 

















To All My Friends in the Show 
Business—A Welcome to You 


AT THE ATWOOD HOTEL 


First and Pine Streets, Seattie 
Convenient to Theatres and Downtown 
WANDA OWEN, Owner 
Formerly Operating The Ranch 
Theatre-Cafe for 14 Years 











 o 
Davis, | 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Hidden personalities of the actors) 
colony: 


| dispute with Schwab & Mandel over 


| his 





{dition wouldn’t permit his continu-| 
Saranac, N. Y., Sept. 17. | ance: 





(From VARIETY) 








Joseph Schildkraut involved in 


ability to continue run-of-the- 


e15 YEARS AGO® Sock N.  f Nitery Season Expected: 
Flock of Openings on the Schedule 








play contract in ‘The Firebrand.’ 
Finally convinced the managers, | 
through doctors, that his heart con- 


i 





Signs were increasingly pointing | 
to Wall Street money as being be-| 


These are hectic days for gad- 
abouts to keep abreast of the new 
and sundry ‘openings,’ and it points 
up anew that this season promises 


|to be one of New York's sockiest 


nitery sessions. A flock of cafes are 
set to go or have just opened. 
For example, last night (Tuesday), 


Father Blais, who would miss @ ying gIm production. And, in the| Jack Harris, repatriated from Ciro’s, 


meal to call on any ailing artist 


and hand him a laugh, a man of the was establishing a trust. 


cloth who started as an actor. 

Jack Walsh, connected with this | 
city government, who since 1918 
hasn’t missed a chance to further 
benefits for the ozoning show-folks 
here. 

Weaver Bros. and Elviry, who, in! 


‘their own Ozark mountain way, aid | 


this colony in bringing good cheer. 

Jerry Vogel’s year-in-and-year- 
out gifts to each and all who are ill | 
here, 
15 years. 

Jack (‘please don’t mention my 
name’) Hirsch, from New York and 
Boston, a bestower of needy things. 

E. G. Dodds, manager of the Pal- 
ace theatre, Lake Placid, N. Y., who | 
shoots smokes to the ailers and al-| 
ways has an open house at his show- 
shop for the colony's ozoners. 

A. B. ‘Tony’ Anderson, a Schine 
theatre manager, who always takes 
time out to aid the unfortunates; 
he’s an ex-ozoner himself. 

The cheerful letter that this desk 
has received from Walter Vincent 


| The interest taken by Dr. George 
| Wilson and Rudy Plank for those 
/who cannot make the moneyed cur- 
jine grade. 
| The affection that Dr. John R. 
Murphy holds for the ailing artist. 
The wallop that a Walter Winchell | 
broadcast packs when he mentions 
|some of us up here who are not so 
| fortunate. 
| The ever-loving care this colony 


receives from Mrs. Wm. ‘Mother’ 
| Morris. 
Emma Mascolo, with the RKO 


booking office, vacashed here with 
| Jim and Winifred Heagney. formerly 
lof the Erlanger office. Jim Heag- 
ney, an ozoner, is faring well. 
Two nifty comebacks are credited 
ito Cliff Heather, Pittsfield, Mass., 
trombone player, and Sid Grill, for- 
mer commuter between N. Y. and 
Hollywood. Both are at the Rogers. 
Bryce Lavign, who batons at the 
{local Hotel Saranac, into N. Y. to 


| 





| pep the sales of ‘We Met Each Other 
in a Dream,’ written by him and 
Eddie Dowd, Will Rogers strictly- 
abed inmate. 


Eddie Vogt (Vogt and Hurst) cele- 


‘be produced in 
| Wilkes. Gaxton had been touring the 


a monthly event for the past Hamlet 


ia sy Oe 
gamut of but one show and four | galore. 





| brated his natal day at the Rogers, 





William Gaxton and his wife, | 
Madelaine Courtney, were signed! 
for a new musical, ‘All for You,’ to 
Frisco by Thomas 


Orpheum circuit with Mrs. Gaxton. | 





Walter Hampden was to have) 
Ethel Barrymore as Ophelia to his) 
when the drama -of the 
Melancholy Dane was to be revived 
by Hampden on Broadway during 
the season, 


Smith and Dale, survivors of the 
old Avon Comedy Four, seemed 
likely to eclipse the old time act. 
The new turn bowed at the Palace, 
Broadway, and was clicko. 





After 65 weeks on Broadway the 
‘Follies’ was going on the road. It) 
was the longest run ever had by a 
Ziegfeld revue. Average takings had 
been $33,000, with the early weeks 
chalking up $40,000. 








Charles Dillingham’s new produc- 
tion, ‘Sunny,’ starring Marilyn Mil- 
ler, was disappointed in its Philly 
debut. A lot of work had to be done | 
to the book, score, dancing and gen- 
eral staging before it was ready for | 
Broadway. 


MOSQUE, NEW'K, 


“IN QUICK FOLD, 


The Belle Dow-Al Rogers opera- 
tion of the Mosque theatre, Newark, 








days, folding Sunday night (15) after 
opening the previous Friday (13). 
Opening show was topped by Ed 
Sullivan, New York Daily News col- 
umnist, and that tab’s Harvest Moon 
ball winners. 

Gross business on the four-day op- 
eration was less than $1,700, 


|with the medico handing him a par-| the biggest day, Saturday (14), show- 


lexcellent report. 


ing only a total of $450. Dow- 


‘Slipfoot’ Clifton, who did a mess! Rogers tried to stimulate trade by 
of ozoning at a Nassau county (L. I.)| passing out hundreds of cut-rate 


sanatorium, is a new arrival at the 
Rogers. 

Tudor Cameron, who has been 
handed Nov. 1 go-home papers, is 
penciled to open at the Arlington 
hotel, Hot Springs. 

(Write to those who are ill). 








‘The THEATRE 


BOOKING 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46™ 


Bayant 9-7800 


of the STARS’ 


AGENCY 


ST. NEW YORK 





J. 
GENERAL 


SIDNEY H. 


BOOKING 


» LUBIN 





MANAGER 


PIERMONT 


MANAGER 





| 








| 
| 
| 


|is owned by the Prudential 


passes. on Newark’s street corners 
before the opening of the house, but 
evidently the Newark 
didn’t consider the show a bargain 
at any price. 

Reports on how much Mrs. Dow 
and Rogers dropped in the short- 
lived venture vary, but the most 
reasonable estimate is around $4,000, 
including pre-opening advertising, 
etc. Theatre, long a white elephant, 
Insur- 
ance Co., which leased it to Dow- 
Rogers. 

In contrast to the Mosque is the 
fine business being done by the A. A. 


Adams vaudfilmer, formerly the 
Shubert and now named after the 
operator. Last week, with Joe 


Venuti’s orch and the Andrews Sis- 
ters, this house grossed $12,400 
This week, with Bob Chester’s orch, 
Bert Wheeler, Barry Wood and Ruth 
Lowe, it’s figured to do around $14,- 
000. 

Eddie Sherman, who operated the 
Shubert last year in opposition to 
Adams’ Paramount, thereby costing 
each other a barrel of coin, is now 
booking for Adams, having replaced 
Al and Belle Dow. 





B’way—H’wood 


Continued from page 3 














with | 


populace | of solemn-faced asides. 


‘opinion of many, that the film biz| London, debuted his band with a 


formal preem at the Stork, first 
time that Sherman Billingsley’s 
boite has gone in for name bands. 
Coq Rouge opens tonight (Wednes- 
day) with Hollace Shaw, stage and 
radio songstress, and Val Ernie’s 
band. Greta Keller, Viennese song- 
stress, reopens the Hotel Algonquin 





Unit Review 








Billroy’s Comedians 





Anderson, Ind., Sept. 12. 
Emmett Miller, Jimmy Heffner, 
Luana, Billy Wehle, Jack Carter, Al 
Pitts, Savagettes (5). 





Remnant of the vanishing tent- 
show, ‘Billroy’s Comedians’ paused 
here today (12) in the midst of a 38- 
week tour which will end late in 
December at the show’s headquar- 
ters, Valdosta, Ga. A sharp dip in 
temperature beat the unit here by a 
scant six hours, resulting in a house 
of not more than 500 who shivered 
through a_ two-hour presentation 
which at its best is none too torrid. 

Management claims 
takes in most of its stands this sum- 
mer, the 17th annual Billroy tour. 
About 50 persons man the show. 
Performers are given a hard work- 
out, doubling in everything but the 
popeorn stand. A four-masted tent 
houses canvas benches and a limited 
stage. 
chestra would should tune up, 


Nearest thing to a headliner is 
Emmett Miller, blackfacer claimed 
to have been eight years with Al G. 
Fields. He performs in the best 
minstrelsy tradition, using gags and 
skits which were scuttled in 1928. 

Customers paid their hard-earned 


a vaudfilmer ran _ the} quarters in the hope of seeing nudity | 


Either the climate was too 
| frigid or the show doesn’t follow up 
its advance promises, for nary an 
abdomen was exhibited despite 
| leader teasers by Billy Wehle, whose 
ingratiating patter is heard inter- 
mittently throughout the routine, 
and who earns the only genuine 
laughs of the performance, 


|act play, ‘His Ace in the Hole,’ 
| which is so bad it’s hard to conceive 
| why the seven members of the cast 
didn’t hoke it up long ago. There 
is a mortgage, a comic constable and 
the old homestead. Yet it’s played 
absolutely straight with any number 


| stuff throughout. Interspersed are 
various specialties by members of 
the chorus (5) and the play cast. 
Glowing terms describe the ‘con- 
cert’ to follow, at a slight extra 
charge. 
vest in the extra tariff get a big jolt 
in the aftershow, when it turns out 
that the same five amply-clothed fe- 
males are running through the same 
routines seen earlier, with the 
highly-touted Luana turning out to 
be a member of the chorus after ali. 
Her costume wouldn’t curdle the 


blood of a 1920 suffragette. It’s dis- 
appointing to the yokels, and not 
likely to breed favorable word-of- 
mouth. 


It’s a type of show which appeals 
to a certain class. The girls aren’t 
bad to look at—at least two are 
definite lookers, and all are young. 
A modicum of talent is exhibited by 
| several specialty artists, but what- 
|ever chance the tent-show has is 
killed by the worm-eaten play which | 
occupies half the running time, and 
severe disappointment in the ‘ter-| 
rific’ aftershow. 

To the show’s credit is the fact 
that the bounds of good taste are 
seldom transgressed, there being one 
or two minor lapses. Highlighted are 
Jimmy Heffner, burley-type comic, 
and Jack Carter, who sings. Heff- 
ner suffers from inadequate material. 

Werk. 








Play drew a doubtful press but con- 
tinues. Other major film compa- 
nies have not indicated whether 
they will back shows this season de- | 
spite the amendment but one or two | 
others are ready to participate if 
the scripts are rated ‘unusual.’ 

It’s again being claimed that the 
problem of finance is holding back | 
the new season, which is why the 
managers are again striving to re- 





vive the alliance between Broadway 
and Hollywood. ' 


satisfactory | 


Included is a seven-piece or- | 


° | 
Framework of the show is a three- 


Strictly 1905 | 


Ticket purchasers who in- | 


Supper Club Oct, 9. Herbert Ja- 
coby reopens the Hotel Brevoort’s 
Supper Club early in October with 
Virginia Morley and Livingston 
Gearhart, just closed at the Hote] 
St. Regis, and with Norbert Faconi 
also returning. 

Also in the Greenwich Village 
sector, the Russian Kretchma has 
reopened with Adia Kusnetzoff, Ma. 
rusia Sava, Nastia Poliakova, Simeon 
Karavaeff, Mischa Usdenoff, Michel 
Michon and Nicolas Mathey’s tzi- 
gane orchestra. 

Eddie LeBaron is another of to- 
night's debuters, coming into La- 
Conga with a supporting show in- 
cluding Rosita Rios, Calvan and San 
Souci Dancers, Harris, Claire and 
Shannon, Gloria Belmonte and Ra- 
mon Seranno and Johnny Rodriguez, 

Another Latin spot, La Martinique, 
under Dario and Jimmy Vernon's 
aegis, preemed last week with a 
show headed by Georgie Tapps, Har- 
ris and Shore, Carlos Ramirez and 


Val Olman's band. Still another 
Latin nitery, El Chico, the No. 1 
cafe in Greenwich Village, cele- 


brated its 15th anniversary under 
Benito Collada’s direction last week 
with a new show that includes 
Norma Lucero, Juan Jose Saro, Joy- 
ita and Maravilla, Jose and Paquita, 


| Los Aztecas, Don Alberto’s band. 


Hildegarde Dated 


Hildegarde has returned to the 
| Hotel Savoy-Plaza’s Cafe Lounge; 
| Eddy Duchin and Gowe and Jeanne 
|to the Waldorf’s Starlight Roof; 
Cross and Dunn to the Versailles; 
| Russ Morgan shifted from the Penn- 
sylvania Roof into the hotel’s Coq 
Rouge; El Morocco reopens Sept. 25 
with Jack Towne’s band; Emile 
Boreo and Eddie Varzos’ band 
| switch from the St. Moritz’s roof to 
the grill; Dan Healy and Helen Kane 
open their new spot on the site of 
the old Mon Paris on the 28th. 
Still another Latin spot is the Club 





|Cuba, new East 54th street cafe, 
under Bobby (ex-La Conga) Mar- 
jtyn’s direction, opening tomorrow 


(Thursday), with Eliseo Grenet and 
Machito’s bands. Further in the neo- 
|South Seas idiom are the Hurricane 
| which debuts a new show tonight, 
again headlined by Romo Vincent, 
with Enrico & Novello, Deane Janis, 
| Carole & Sherod, Alma Ross and the 
| Eddie Bush and Chicuito bands. 
| Monte Proser preemed a new show 
| at his Beachcomber last night (Tues.) 

including Betty Allen, doubling from 
|‘Du Barry,’ Raul and Eva Keyes, and 
| the Chavez and Sonny Kendis bands. 

Hotel St. Regis’ Iridium Room 
opens Oct. 3, with Hal Saunders or- 
|chestra, the first time that a band 
| from the Roof has moved down to 
the Iridium for a return engagement. 
|The new ice show, directed by Gus- 
tave Lussi, will star Dorothy Lewis 
and the Heasley Twins, along with 
| Bill and Betty Wade. Jules Lande 
| concert ensemble will play for lunch 
}and cocktail time. 








INTERNATIONAL COMEDIENNE 
OPENING SEPT. 23 
COPACABANA CASINO 


RIO DE JANEIRO 
BRAZIL 


























Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 


























LA CONGA, 


CHICAGO THE 





THANKS TO HENRI GINE—OPENED SEPT. 18 


HARRIS, CLAIRE and SHANNON 


ONE OF AMERICAS OUTSTANDING DANCE ACTS 
(IN THEIR OWN ESTIMATION) 


Just concluded EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL and 


Thanks to RAY LYTE and DAVE O'MALLEY 


NEW YORK 


ATRE, Chicago 
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BURLEY LURES VAUDE ACTS 


Equity, AGVA in Jurisdictional Row 
Dante's Magic Unit 


Over Ice Show, 





Latest jurisdictional dispute 
plaguing the already complicated 
theatrical union picture broke out 
this week between Equity and the 
American Guild of Variety Artists. 
Issue is representation ‘over two 
shows, the forthcoming ‘It Happens 
on Ice’ at the Center, N. Y., and 
‘Sim Sala Bim,’ the Dante magic 
show at the Morosco, N. Y. Equity 
conceded jurisdiction over the latter 
to AGVA. Question of representa- 
tion over the ice show is to be settled 
Friday (20) by the international 
board of the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America, parent organi- 
zation of both unions. 

Previously all ice shows have been 
represented by AGVA, such presen- 
tations including the Sonja Henie 
production that played Madison 
Square Garden, N. Y., last season, as 
well as the ‘New York Ice Revue,’ 
which recently toured, another at the 
New York World’s Fair and still an- 
other on the Coast. AGVA nego- 
tiated a contract some time ago for 
‘It Happens on Ice,’ but the deal has 
never been signed. It calls for the 
regular AGVA minimums for such 
productions—$60 a week for chorus 
skaters and $125 for principals. In 
case Equity were given jurisdiction 
its minimums of $35 for chorus and 
$40 for principals would presumably 
apply. 

‘Happens’ Refused to Sign 


According to Hoyt Haddock, 
AGVA executive-secretary, the ‘Hap- 
pens’ 
sign the contract with his union and 
is trying to have Equity take juris- 
diction so it can get by for the lower 
minimums believed possible under 
the latter organization. 





management has refused to | 


He asserts | 


Equity quickly bowed out of the pic- | 


ture in the case of ‘Sim Sala Bim’ 
when it was discovered that only the 
headliner, Dante, gets a sizeable sal- 
ary. Haddock claims that the 20-odd 
minor performers in the magic show 
are the ones who need union protec- 
tion, so AGVA last Saturday (14) 
signed a contract for the show, as a 
result of which a Sunday night (15) 
performance was given, grossing a 
claimed $1,500. 

Contract for ‘Sim Sala Bim’ calls 
for $30 a week for feminine ‘assist- 
ants’ and $25 for male ‘assistants.’ 
Parts previously paid amounts vary- 
ing from $12 to $20, Haddock says. 
Agreement calls for AGVA shop, so 
all members of the cast will have to 
join the union. That will cost them 
$5 initiation fee and $3 quarterly 
dues, or $10 initiation fee and $4 


° } 
quarterly dues, depending on wheth- 


er they’re classed as chorus mem- 
bers or principals. They are guar- 
anteed at least two weeks’ engage- 
ment with the show. One 
were already members of Equity. 
They have not yet joined AGVA. 
In Legit House 

In claiming AGVA _ jurisdiction 
over the ice show, Haddock asserts 
that not only has his union been ex- 
ercising jurisdiction over such shows 
without Equity protest since AGVA 
was formed, but points out that 
Equity’s only claim to the represen- 
tation is that the show is being pre- 
sented in a house normally used for 
legit. Designation of the show, ac- 
cording to the house, failed to apply 
in the case of ‘Sim Sala Bim,’ how- 
ever, he declares, as the magic pres- 
entation is in a legit theatre. 

Neither the Equity nor AGVA 
charters from the Four A’s speciafic- 
ally mentions ice shows or magic 
shows, so the matter of jurisdiction 
Is an open question there. However, 
it is generally conceded that AGVA 
has exercised the jurisidiction over 
both types of entertainment in the 
past. Current squabble is the latest 
in &@ number of similiar brushes be- 
tween Equity and AGVA and, be- 
fore formation of the latter union, 
between Equity and the defunct 
American Federation of Actors. 
Shows involved in such disputes 
have included ‘American Jubilee’ at 
the New York World’s Fair, ‘Rail- 
roads on Parade’ at the same spot, 
Hellzapoppin’ prior to its opening 
‘WO seasons ago, the shows at the 


or two 


| they’ll 





Austin Operates Unit 
With J. J. Jones Shows 


Louisville, Sept. 17. 
Gene Austin, since closing his own 
show in the Carolinas, is currently 


operating a midway unit, ‘Blue 
Heaven,’ with the Johnny J. Jones 
Shows, playing fair dates. Austin 
has the assistance of a girl team, 
dancers, an announcer, and for bally 
a hillbilly quartet of instrumentalists. 
Show is doing nice biz. 

Austin plays an average of seven 
shows daily, and makes frequent ap- 
pearance on bally platform, Other 
units on the midway average from 
13 to 15 shows, but Austin confines 
himself to fewer appearances. Works 
at a small piano, with gals doing a 
mild strip number while Austin is 
vocalizing. While in town, Austin 
was considering a proposition to do 
a network sustaining show, to key 
out of Louisville. 


BURLESQUE AID 
GIMMICK NIXED 


Milwaukee, Sept. 17. 








al 


MIDWEST OFFERS 
14-28 WK. ROUTES 


Longest Circuit In Show Biz 
Finds Conditions on High 
Plane — Enhances Values 
of Theatres and Gives 
Them Novelty 








GOOD FOR BREAK-INS 





Chicago, Sept. 17. 

Burleycue is offering the longest 
and most substantial route in show 
business, and the enticement of a 
long, sure circuit is sending many 
standard vaude acts onto the burley 
stages where they find conditions on 
a comparatively high plane. 

Here are some typical vaude acts 
who have signatured for burlesque 
routes out of Chicago: Pinky Lee 
and Co., Three Ryans, Paul Kirk- 
land, Bob Carney and Co., Hickey 
Levan and Boles. These acts are get- 
ting guaranteed contracts of a min- 
imum of 14 weeks and some of them 
are set for a twice-around run of 
28 weeks. 

This time in the Midwest wheel 
is cooperative circuit of burlesque 
houses running from Chicago to Bos- 
ton, with most of the bookings han- 
dled through Milt Shuster office and 





If the Empress, burley house here, | 
can’t get along without hawkers of | 
candy, crackerjack and sex books | 
in its aisles it’s not going to get along | 
at all. And, apparently, it’s not go-| 


ing to get along at all. 


Operators, who have in the past 


been bankrolled by the concession- | 


aires, are being importuned by the 
same agents to open the house so 
have an outlet for their 


wares. Impresarios claim the pitch- 


| men break into the performance and 





ica in 


insult the customers and say they 
will not open the house unless coin 
can 
which do not appear to be forthcom- 


ing. 


Mills Bros. Return 
To U.S. After Sock 


Biz in So. America 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 17. 

The Mills brothers, rated the big- 
gest draw to come to South Amer- 
years, have sailed for New 
York, after four months’ tour which 
would have been extended save for 
low currency values in West Coast 
countries. Leaving New York April 





115 with Arthur Lake, of the Rock- 


the brothers’ 
in six weeks 
less here de- 


well-O’Keefe agency, 
agent, they cleanéd up 
at Rio and did slightly 
spite the greater size of the town. 
Due to the fact that there is far 
less emphasis on U. S. vaude talent 
and no real place for displaying it 
im BB. A. 

Lake sought to bring the 
home via Chile, Bolivia and Peru, 
but a check showed that the dollar 
value of the peso was way down and 
declining further, so he decided to 
call it a day. 


DWIGHT FISKE INVOLVED 


| 


IN CHI UNION WRANGLE 


Chicago, Sept. 17. 


boys 








allowed to show because of failure 
to join the American Federation of 
Musicians. He had a three-week 
contract at the Colony for $1,250 per, 
'and the Club has asked him to ‘post- 
| pone’ the date. 


Guild of Variety Artists, but 
‘latter could not help him because 


former American Music Hall and| neither the club nor Fiske had an 


Several others, 


| AGVA contract. 


be raised from other sources, | 


Dwight Fiske, though booked into 
the Colony Club here, may ‘not be | 


Pianist appealed to the American | 
the | 


N. S. Barger, operator of the Rialto 
here and builder of many of the co- 
op shows. 








. 


Philly AGVA Backs Kelly at Stormy 
Session: Assault on Haddock Tried 





Jessel Unit Returns 
Vaude to Philly Earle 


Philadelphia, Sept. 17. 


George Jessel’s Hollywood unit, 
now on tour, heads the opening bill 
at the unveiling of vaude at the 
Stanley-Warner Earle next Friday 
(27), the first stage show attraction 
at the deluxer since last December 
when a squabble with the musicians 
union caused the circuit to drop its 
house bands. The dispute was settled 
last week. 


Jessel’s unit during its stand here 
will include Rochelle Hudson, Jean 





| 





Towns on the circuit are Chicago, | 


Boston, Minneapolis, St. Louis, De- 
troit, Milwaukee, Cleveland, Toronto, 
| Youngstown, Akron, Toledo, Cin- 
| cinnati, Indianapolis, Buffalo, Roch- 
| ester and Syracuse. 


Each House Builds Show 


According to the setup each house a 
is supposed to build a show and | for past five years, will do 7:30 p.m. 


|send it around the circuit, but be- 
| cause of talent availability it works 
out that a large number of shows 
are built here by Barger at the Ri- 


anapolis and Cincinnatl. 

With 14 weeks on a solid basis, the 
| Midwest inducement is something 
that few acts can resist in these days 
of sporadic vaudeville, and the acts 
| playing the time are finding none of 
the old-time censorable stuff. In 
| general, the stripping is little dif- 
ferent from the peeling done by dove 
and fan dancers in vaude and cer- 
tainly in the lesser night spots. 


| alto. However, also extremely ac- 
ltive in turning out these wheel 
| units are Max Michaels in Boston, 
| and Arthur Clamage, who has four 
ap in St. Louis, Detroit, Indi- 


Burley Operators Happy 


Burlesque operators are reported 
extremely happy with the vaude 
acts, which have given their shows 


a basis of novelty that takes ’em 
away from the moth-eaten burley 
show routining of short skits, a 


chorus number and a stripperoo. It 
has also raised the calibre of their 
talent, which had been deteriorating 
in recent years 

Standard acts who have been do- 
the same turn for years also 
the burlesque time a perfect 
in which to break in new ma- 
terial. They do their regular act in 
one spot on the show and then come 
back later to break in new stuff and 
| feel that they can come off the 1 
lor 28 weeks of wheel time with a 
new and fresh vaude act that has 
been tried and proved over a real 
break-in route. 


ing 
find 


spot 





Vaude Duo Ask 2216 





Los Angeles, Sept. 17. 

Damage suit for $221,000 was filed 
in Superior Court by Al Stone and 
Ann Lee, vaudeville team, against 
Music Corp. of America. Litigation 
is based on their discharge from the 
Danny Dare revue, currently at Co- 
| coanut Grove. 


complaint are fraud and plagiarism. 
|! One of the plaints is that they paid 
for the material being used in the 
| Dare show. 


Parker, Steffi Duna, Lya Lys, Isabel 
Jewell and Jean Manners. 


Other bookings for the coming 
weeks include Jimmy Dorsey’s orch, 
Vilma and Buddy Ebsen, Andrews 
Sisters, George White’s tab ‘Scandals’ 
and Glen Gray’s orch. Also set are 
Sophie Tucker, Harry Richman and 
Joe E. Lewis, depending on the date 
of their windup at Ben Marden’s 
Riviera, Englewood, N. J. 


BICYCLING AMS. 
NEW SF. STUNT 


San Francisco, Sept. 17. 

Bicycling vaude is latest stunt 
here. Deal has been completed be- 
tween Nasser Bros. theatres and 
Dean Maddox, ‘Budda,’ of KFRC 
|amateur hour, whereby the ama- 
|teurs will bicycle between two of 
|chain’s houses in weekly Sunday 








| night sessions starting this week (22). 
Talent on ether show, air feature 


. wi 





Philadelphia, Sept. 1°. 


Members of the Philadelphia 
chapter of AGVA _ voted last 
night (Tuesday) to withdraw 
from the national organization 
‘until the Communist element is 
removed’ from the union. Ac- 
tion was taken by a group of 
late-stayers who went back into 
a huddle after a long and stormy 
regular meeting had finally 
broken up. It was not known 
last night whether the vote 
would be considered official by 
the union’s national board, as the 
Philadelphia meeting was an in- 
formal one and it was not known 
what percentage of those present 
were paid-up members with the 
right to vote. 

No comment on this latest de- 
velopment in the hectic situation 
was available at press time, as 
all the. AGVA national board 
members who had attended the 
Philadelphia session were on 
their way back to New York. 
Presumably they were informed 
of it on their arrival home. 





With six members of the national 
board present from New York as ob- 





Among the eight charges in the, 


| stunt at New Mission, then will jump 
|to New Fillmore for 8:45 p.m. turn. 
|Houses are deluxe nabes, 
|day-date duals. Sunday night units 
| will comprise half-dozen acts with 
| Maddox as m.c. 


| : 

Ella Shieids’ Head Hurt; 

Margie Coates Slugged 
By Panhandler in N.Y. 





Two principal entertainers. at 
Jimmy Dwyer’s Sawdust Trail cafe, | 
N. Y., drew unlucky breaks last 
week, 


Flla Shields struck the top of her 
{head in a taxi, a large lump being 
raised. Doctor advised her to rest 
for a few days after treatment. 

Margie Coates was slugged by pan- 
handlers as she was walking through 
64th street to her hotel. She had 
refused them a handout and one 
crept up and struck her from be- 
hind. Muscles under Miss Coates’ 
right eye have been paralyzed since 
then but she remains in the show 
In addition a barman suffered a 
heart attack after reporting for duty 
and expired several hours later. 


PIPING ROCK, SARATOGA, 
PASSES INTO NEW HANDS 


Saratoga Springs, N. Y., Sept. 17. 
The Piping Rock Club on Sara- 
toga Lake, operated for past 10 years 





on a lease by Peter J. Sullivan, has 


been taken over by the Flat Rock 
Corp. Sullivan’s lease expired. 
A group of Saratoga Springs and 
Fort Edward residents hold the 
ck, part of which is owned by 
Alfred S. Pepper, of Newman’s 
Lake House, another local nitery. 





Calgary’s Band Shows 
Calgary, Alta., Sept. 17. 


Weekly stage shows have been re- ' 


sumed at the Palace, Calgary, with 


Sonny Fry’s band supplying the en- | 
| tertainment, 


playing 


| chapter 
| organization and form its own union, 


|charges against him. 


servers, the local chapter of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
voted complete endorsement of oust- 
ed local executive-secretary Thomas 
|E. Kelly at a meeting today (Tues- 
day) at the Commodore hotel. De- 
tectives were on hand to keep the 


raucous session from turning into a 
riot, and, as the national board mem- 
bers were filing out one of the Kelly 
adherents took a punch at Hoyt 
| Haddock, national executive-secre- 
tary. 

| Although the meeting was called 
merely to provide an opportunity for 
expression of membership sentiment, 
it was quickly turned into a ‘hear- 
ing’ of the charges om which Kelly 
| had been ousted. Local -president 
Johnny Leary presided, but Kelly 
did most of the talking at the gather- 
ing. Afte: ridiculing the charges 
|} against him, he launched into a 
| tirade against Haddock, whom he 
charged with being a Communist 
| and plotting with certain local mem- 
bers to dictate the policies of the 
chapter. Kelly was repeatedly 
cheered by the crowd and all ac- 
cusations against him were greeted 
with boos, 


Barto Explains 
Neither Haddock nor the national 
board members’ spoke, although 
Dewey Barto, national president, ex- 
plained at the start of the session 
that he and the others were there 
to ‘see for ourselves’ what the situa- 


tion is. At the close of the stormy 
meeting the gathering voted not 
only for the immediate reinstate- 


ment of Kelly, but to bar any Com- 
munist, Nazi or Fascist from AGVA 
membership. As the New York 
delegation left and the attempted 
attack on Haddock was halted by 
detectives, there were shouts by 
local members that don’t need 
AGVA’ and predictions that if 
Kelly is not reinstated by the 
tional board a faction of the 
would split off from 


‘we 


na- 
local 
the 


Despite the overwhelming vote for 
Kelly today (Tuesday), decision on 
whether he is to be reinstated or 
his ouster as local executive-secre- 


'tary be confirmed will be made by 
| the national board in New York late 
| this week. Accused official appeared 


at a hearing before the board last 
Friday (13), when Haddock pressed 
Board mem- 
bers who attended today’s meeting 
here are to report back to the full 
board before the final decision is 
reached. 

In addition to 
board members 


r ‘ting 
meeting 


Barto, 
who 
were Charles 


national 
attended this 
Arno, Helen 


| Sanford, Emily Marsh, Alan Corelli 


and Dave Fox. Raucous session was 
still in progress as they Jeft, but they 
had to hurry to catch a train back 
to New York, where some of them 


jare appearing in shows. 


ed 
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STATE, N. Y. | 





Robbins Bros. and Margie, Sarg 
Ann McCabe, Mary Raye and Naldi, 
Emile Boreo, Al Donahue’s Orch 
with Dee Keating, Phil Brito, Pearl 
Robins, Charles Carroll; Ruby Zwer- 
ling’s Pit Orch; ‘South of Pago Pago 
(UA). 





This is a nice-playing layout and 
plenty diversified, but there’s no 
boxoffice strength on stage or screen. 
It doesn’t appear as though the State 
will have one of its profitable weeks. 

Show is standard from its acro- 
batic start to orchestral finish. Its 
only unique point is the return of 
Emile Boreo to a Broadway vaude 
stage after a long absence, doubling 
from the Hotel St. Moritz’s (N. Y.)| 
roof. More recently he appeared in! 
the legit ‘Fifth Column’ on Broad- 
way. ' 

Boreo has gotten much heavier, 
but apparently hasn't lost much of | 
his screwball touch for holding an 
audience. He's still doing those lip- 
smacking, smirking novelty songs 
and the audience eats ‘em up. He's | 
a strong click just preceding Al | 
Donahue’s band, and immediately | 
following the extra strong ballroom 
session of Mary Raye and Naldi. 

This good-looking dancing team 
now rates with the best. For one 
thing, none of the ballroom teams 
around today can match their lifts 
and the smooth carry-through of 
their more tricky routine. They 
dance as if they like it, making even | 
the showiest steps appear natural. | 

Opening turn of the Robbins 
Brothers (2) and Margie is a com- 
bination of hoofing and tumbling, 
the latter the act’s forte. In the 
deuce is Sara Ann McCabe, a so- 
prano singer of pops. She was try- 
ing a little too hard at this catching, | 
with the result that her voice was 
strident at times, but otherwise gave 
an excellent account of herself. She’s 
blonde and good-looking, which, plus 
her pretty gown, gives her a head- 
start right from her entrance. 

Donahue’s band is distinguished 
by its loudness. It’s sectioned off in 
six brass, four reed and _ three 
rhythm, but the brass predominates 
far too much. This is a switch on 
Donahue’s usual Rainbow Room 

style, and seemingly a direct her- 
itage of his just-finished dance tour. 
Charles Carroll is a good drum- 
mer, and _ specialty people like 
Dee Keating and Phil Brito sing 
nicely, but Donahue should take 
steps to put his music on the sweet | 
side at least part of the time. An- | 
other specialty on the okay side is 
Pearl Robins, a cute little thing who 
does a rhythm tap on her toes. 
There are pianos on the stage dur- 
ing three of the acts this week 
(Raye and Naldi, Boreo and Dona- 














pinochle game is being interrupted 
more than usual. Scho. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 14. 

George Jessel, Lya Lys, Jean Man- 
ners, Steffi Duna, Isabel 
Rochelle Hudsovi, Jean Parker, Betty 
Jane Cooper; ‘Cross-Country Ro- 
mance’ (RKO). 

With seven girls, all of whom do 
something besides looking like some- 
thing out of the fashion magazine, 
George Jessel has a unit which 
should get money anywhere and 
will make good. 
the names carried by Jessel are 
known to the public and are readily 








recognized as soon as they walk on. | 


It is one of the smallest units ever 
to get $7,500 in any theatre, and it 
is certainly the smallest one that has 
so many billable names. There is 
no production, but the unit does 
carry a music conductor, 

Jessel works hard and long. 
is on throughout, working cross-fire, 
interview or bits with every girl 
with the exception of Betty June 
Cooper, who does two siraight spe- 
cialty dancing bits. 
centric tap is an excellent piece of 
variety entertainment and_ she 
scored solidly. 


Besides his palaver with the girls, 


does his own 
close of the 


Jessel 
the 


turn towards 
show and found 


this audience in a sentimental mood | 


while he recalled a number of the 
tunes he had written and with which 
he has been associated. Also through- 
out there’s the Jessel comedy patter 


which he handles with his usual 
skill and showmanship. This is the 
best appearance that Jessel has 


made in this town in years and cer- 
tainly showed him off in his hap- 
piest light. 

Comedy frorn the femme angle is 
handled by Jean Manners, who does 


some crossfire with Jessel and winds | 
up with a little comedy dance rou- | 


tine which is satisfactory. 
restricts herself to some talk with 
Jessel to start off the show. Isabel 
Jewell has a monolog bit in which 
she portrays a waitress in a road- 
side spot being jilted by a truck- 
driver she loves. Simple little item 
but suitable as vaudeville 
portation for Miss Jewell. 
Steffi Duna doesn't have to worry 
about what to do; she has the song 
*LaCucaracha,’ with which she is 
identified and which she repeats ef- | 
fectively here. Rochelle Hudson | 
also has a song, “Too Marvelous for 
Words,’ from her picture reportoire | 


and which she delivers in a singu- | far towards reselling name bands to| 


larly throaty style. For Jean Parker | 


HOUSE REVIEWS 


| when they realize he’s actually de- | 
| scribing folks in front row, boxes | 
|and those coming down the aisles. 
| His ‘song - about - anything-you-sug- 
| gest’ 
| Hitler, Bob Hope, American Legion, 
hue), which means the stagehands’ | Who’s Yehudi, etc., at show caught 


they've resurrected an old restaurant 
blackout which fills the bill suit- 
ably. 

There is a little 
through the show. ; 
asked by Jessel to name her leading 
name, The answer is invariably 
Clark Gable. At the finish Miss 
Manners runs on yelling ‘he’s com- 
ing, he’s coming’ and Jessel enters 
costumed as Gable in ‘Gone.’ It’s 
a little light clowning that suits the 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Ella Fitzgerald Orch with Babe 
Wallace, Taft Jordan, Sinclair and 
Red and Curley. John Mason, 
Arthur Vigal, Mae Arthur, Consuela 
'and Murry Bruce Dancers, Vivian 
| Harris; ‘Opened by Mistake’ (Par). 





running gag 
Each girl is| 
| LeRoy, 


Ella Fitzgerald’s band, just back 
from a long trip through the south 
and on the Coast, is the major lure 


ares light touch of the OS | ere a | ie = ehenee it’s, 
oe : | « ~ re 7 

Bi: + chau Friday | the comedy that shows up as the 
mo ane at the et Gee Ale gg |most able portion of the supporting 


| setup, though mention must be made 
lof the increased attention to stage 
settings for the production numbers, 
the costuming of the line and the 
line’s work. These are not the house 
Washington, Sept. 14. | girls who were on tap last season, 
Eileen Ritter, Sunny Rice, June being better trained. Current pres- 
Forrest, Bob Hall, Dolores Dancers, entation is the first of the season 
Sixteen Gae Foster Girls; ‘Howards where actual vaude is concerned, 
of Virginia’ (Col). taough the house opened two weeks 
| ago. A new Lew Leslie colored re- 
This one has variety and plenty of vue, presented in two parts, one each 
popular appeal, but it’s obviously on | week, preceded. 
the class side, in keeping with Pro-| When the Fitzgerald crew was last 
duction Manager Harry Anger’s jn this section it was a very dis- 
policy of fitting stage to type of au- organized bunch, playing sloppily, 
dience attracted by the accompany- | etc., due to the fact there wasn't a 
ing pic. Only direct tieup with leader to whip it into shape follow- 
‘Howards’ is opening minuet ballet, ing the death of Chick Webb, who 
but tinges of Americana of one eraor was the outfit’s original chief. I 
another pops up in almost every act.!returns as a _well-rehearsed solid 
Best example of attempt to tie it all crew, playing snappy arrangements 
up is in Sing-a-Song-with-Mike, that click with little trouble. It has 
weekly community sing gag resumed had for the past several months a 
now that Roxyette Eileen Ritter is| leader named Babe Wallace doing 
back minus appendix. Used are|the job Bardu Ali used to handle 
‘Swanee_ River,’ ‘Old Kentucky | when Webb was at the skins. Ahi 
Home,’ ‘Blue Ridge Mountains of | now has his own band. Wallace does 
Virginia’ and ‘Dixie.’ Revolutionary a nice, all around job of directing, 
War era songs, except ‘Yankee sings a novelty in nice style, and oc- 
Doodle,’ don’t mean a thing, bu: U.a_ casionally injects an acro flip or two 
South ditties hit pretty close to/| into his batoning. ; 
colonial Va. Where the band has gained, how- 
Show proper gets under way with | ever, Miss Fitzgerald seems to have 
line, half in hoop skirts and half in | lost, at least so this catching would 
knee breeches, in modified minuet | indicate. Her singing lacked the life 
ballet, highlighted by neat ballroom | and push it usually has; the impres- 
toe dance by Sunny Rice, in full-| sion gathered was that she was 
skirted sequin evenine gown, while | vocalling mechanically. Despite that 
June Forrest warbles ‘Carry Me, she clicked heavily with the audi- 
Back to Old Virginny.’ Number is| ence on four numbers, starting | on 
introduced with offstage recitation | ‘Woodpecker Song,’ then ‘Imagina- 
glorifying state of Va. Four dames | tion,’ ‘I Lost My Yellow Basket and 
stay as background while travelers | “What Can I Say, Dear After I Say 
close behind Miss Forrest, striking | I’m Sorry.’ Any of these are in her 
blonde with pleasing soprano. She | 8Toove, yet the already mentioned 
delivers ‘Never Smile Again,’ ‘Make | reaction lingered. 











Believe,’ ‘Every Little Star,’ ‘Why Behind her the band works with 
Haven't I Told You?’ and ‘Who?’| Precision. Its rhythm section is 
for strong hand. * | standout, saxes strong. It smartly 


interpreted arrangements in jive and 
subdued groove at this catching, 
standouts being the ‘Dr. X’ original 
y one of the sax men and ‘Kansas 
City Blues.’ Taft Jordan, featured 
trumpeter, does solid brass takeoffs 
and sings ‘Little Girl.’ Pianist and 
guitarist also rate their spotlighting. 


Bob Hall bounces out next for 
nine minutes of extemporaneous 
rhymed chatter, puzzling ’em plenty | 
at first, as usual, and then clicking | 


included conscription, F.D.R., 


elty duo, and the closing turn of 
Red and Curley are in the —_ 
and took inevitable ovation. preeve, the latter ons ores muUc 
| Curtains open on fullstage with ag hard to understand why 
| winding ramp at rear as line files 
down in white, full-length feather 


|nible variations of 


LeRoy and Sinclair, tap and nov- | 


headresses for swing Indian wa 
dance, including 


» sock precision tap | 


T! could be forgotten, tap fairly well, 


doing better in challenge than duo, 


Jewell, | 


Practically all of | 


| 
He | 


Her finale ec- | 


interlude. Gals take positions as the 
| Dolores Dancers, three stalwarts and 
a babe, march down ramp and go 
into the gamut of adagio biz, top- 
ping apparent finales half a dozen 
times with more of the same. Cur- 
tains close slowly as foursome leads 
return march up ramp to nifty ap- | 
plause. 

Biz dig at show caught. 


{ing bandleaders. He 


does 
| Armstrong. 
| work. Red and Curley tee off with 
on a set 


of drums. Bass 


Craig. | posite sides and the two boys run 


|through a beating routine 
|} amounts to good novelty. 

| John Mason, Arthur Vigal and 
| Vivian Harris sock over the comedy. 


STRAND, SYRACUSE 


; Syracuse, Sept. 15. 
Cab Calloway Orch with 


Avis | nu is ¢ »y pag 
Andrews, 4 Cab-Jivers, Chu ‘ mbers, Is an old burley gag. But 


Berry,|a later one, set it rai 
é ; 1 a railroad express 
Benny Payne, Cozy Cole, Choco-| agency scene, is productive of some 


lateers (3), Six Cotton Club Boys;| long and loud howl is arris 
‘Girl from God’s Country’ (Rep.). s “2 — ae Sarre 


—— | . ° 
: Vigal as a little boy, and Mason as 
Cab Calloway comes back to the/a porter, combine to drive it home. 
local Stage after a six-year absence | 
and the hi-de-ho gang displays some | 


unexpected versatility in its music | 
as well as an excellently rounded | her 


: songs, seemingly  forgettin 
colored revue. Sellout house the |everything else but correct women 
first night of the week’s booking | nunciation. Consuela’s a thigh 

first full week since the Strand’s re-| grinder who leads the line. One of 


opening—gave Calloway a hefty re-| the best dance layouts is a number 
| ception. — | wherein the line is equipped with 

Surprising was the fact that even! fans for eye-catching formations. 
the non-hepcats found the show Lighting helps. Wood. 
| pleasing, for there was plenty of - 


—— stuff as well as the usual 
ralloway jam. Show starts a} 
note to get the pa wind “with | ADAMS, NEWARK 


| ‘Minnie the Moocher,’ ‘I Can’t Re-| 
sist You,’ ‘Jumpin’ Jive’ and a new} 
one, ‘15-Minute Intermission Boss.’ Bob Chester Orch (14) with Do- 
Leader himself, of course, is still, lores O’Neill; Bert Wheeler with 
one of the best parts of the show.| Francetta Malloy, Hank Ladd and 
And he works the band as hard as| Atthur Rice; Barry Wood, Ruth 
| he works himself. Tops of the sup-| Lowe, Una Cooper, Rex Barton and 
porting talent are the three Choco-| Joe Fecher’s house orch; ‘Boys of 
| lateers, who combine comedy, song,! the City’ (Mono). 
| dancing and some _ old-fashioned | 





Newark, Sept. 14. 





and close with one half tooting a 
| trumpet and impersonating trumpet- 
Bunny 
| Berigan’s theme and a bit of Louis 
It’s better than his leg 


| fast due and single taps, then haul 
skin is 
|equipped with two pedals on op- 


that 


| First piece, between two production | 


|as a tongue-tied information seeker, | 


Lya Lys | 


acrobatics for repeated encores. 
Avis Andrews, soprano, registers 
| particularly well, capably rendering 
| ‘Yours Is My Heart Alone’ and ‘My 
| Man.’ The Cab Jivers toss around 


| ‘Back Home in Indiana’ for the jive- | 


hounds and the Cotton Club boys 
| put over some fast taps. 
Throughout 


_lime-light. Solo numbers by Cozy 


trans- | Cole, deadpan drummer, particularly ; full 60-minute offering. 
his ‘Paradilla;’ Chu Berry, sax, and | 


|Benny Payne, ivory-pounder who 
also vocals ‘I'll Never Smile Again,’ 
registered well. 

The finale is typical Calloway. 
Maestro’s hips get quite a workout 
in a number he calls ‘Chili Con 
Conga.’ Show generally should go 


the town. Soff. 


| Four b.o. names and plenty of class 
make this show, smoothly assembled 


by Jack de Sylvia, easy to sell. It! 


| Was concocted for the swing addicts, 
but has enough variety to get the o.k. 
|from cthers. 

| The sock Bob Chester orch, fresh 
from four weeks at Mike Todd's 


the band holds the ‘Dancing Campus’ at the N.Y. World’s | 


| Fair, sets the pace. It’s on for the 
Both Chester, with his sax, and 
vocalist Dolores O'Neill prove adept 
)at preventing the jitterbugs from 
whistling and shouting show into a 
corner. Miss O'Neill has a socko 
number in ‘Pushin’ the Conversation 
_Along,’ which she puts over with 
some incidental byplay by Chester. 
Barry Wood, singing star of “The 
'Hit Parade,’ peddles without diffi- 


‘some mild laughs. 


culty. He introduces his tunes by 
plugging some of the earmarks of his 
radio work but doesn’t overdo the 
gag. 

| Featured billing is given Ruth 
'Lowe, composer of best selling ‘I'll 
Never Smile Again,’ but she stays on 
stage only long enough to thank fans 
for their attention and sit at piano 
| while Wood sings the number. At 





show caught (Sat. noon) she could | 


have encored but didn’t bother. She 
has enough personality to do more. 


The Bert Wheeler contingent has a 


platterful of laffs that balances the | 


entertainment menu neatly. A run- 
ning gag about who is supposed to 
be the comic holds act together. 
Wheeler, who sports an Eton suit and 
silk topper, uses Francetta Malloy as 
a dumbcluck straight and Arthur 
| Rice as stooge, but depends mostly 
on Hank Ladd to get over. Latter 


| poses as wise-guy assistant manager 


of house. All click. 


Una Cooper, acrobatic dancer, 
tosses herself about the stage in some 
the cartwheel 
considerable ap- 


motif, collecting 


plause. © 


A medley of melodies from ‘Rio 
| Rita,’ in which Wheeler was starred, 


|is played by Joe Fecher’s pit orch at 


|opening. Vocal assistance here comes 
from Rex Barton in brief prolog 
scene. Singer, a localite, has infec- 
tious grin and assurance picked up 
when he traveled with road company 
of show. 

B. o. on black side of ledger Sat- 
urday (14). Kent. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Sally Rand Revue (15), Art Jar- 
rett Orch (14) with Doris Singleton; 


| 





Dogs, Flower, Harger. and May, 
Three Waltons; Newsreel and Shorts. 





Flatbush reopened Thursday (12) 
with a sock revue after the usual 
summer heat-ducking. Successful 
session of vaude last season ap- 
parently left the Brooklyn natives 
with tongues hanging out for more, 
because they have been turning up 
in droves since the shutters came 
off. Or maybe it’s Sally Rand. 


Rand moniker on the marquee, of 
| course, promises a lot for a family- 
| time house and it’s slightly off what 
|the brothers Brandt have corralled 
at the Flatbush before. However, 
except for la Sally’s fan and bubble 
dances (or is that enough?) show is 
setup for little Willies from five to 
95. Chicago Worid Fair's gift to 
| ‘artistic nudity’ is forced to make a 
| concession to the Flatbush Puritans 
| by running through her routine 
under heavy blue illumination. Boys 
get a taste of the McCoy, however. 
Miss Rand, throughout, is well-pro- 








s so similar in setup were | tected with a generous G-string, al- 
| booked on the same bill. LeRoy and | though 
| his partner sing a bit, something that | marred by crass restrictions. 


otherwise generally  un- 
As far 
| as figure goes, incidentally, the fan 
| dancer ain't the gal she used to be. 

| Miss Rand contributes, in the way 


of a revue, eight ponies and a half- 


dozen showgals. Whole flock are 
beauts, extra-special on the gams. 
They can’t dance, but who cares? | 


They open with a nifty, ‘A Day at 
the Dog Show,’ in which each of 
the showgirls comes out with a dif- 
ferent kind of pooch and a dress to 
match. There’s a wolfhound with a 
| Russian-togged femme, a chow with 


'a Chinese, a chichuahua with a 
| Mex, etc. 

Linegals follow in kilts, accom- 
panied by Scotties. After a brief 


sesh of Highland terps, Mabel Nel- 


| son takes over the eight scotties to | 


do a trained-dog turn. They're not 
smart as canines go, barely getting 
| through some pretty easy tricks, but 
lagain it’s a case of who cares be- 


| 


_ Mae Arthur and Consuela segue cause they’re awfully cute and earn 
|into the line and production setups. | their handpatter on that score. 
Miss Arthur’s a singer who overdoes | 


Same femmes are used again to set 


| the stage for the next offering, al- | 


{though the tieup isn't too clear. 
'Gals do a Hawaiian dance in phos- 
|Phorescent skirts and leis. Cos- 
| tuming, as in all the numbers, is 
|tops. Harger and May, ballroom 
|duo, are brought into this setting to 
do a waltz. Nice looking and ex- 
tremely graceful, they suffer slightly 
| by the informality of the male’s out- 
fit. 

| Gals do two additional turns, one 
|}a conga to intro Flower, tall, long, 
dark-haired exotic whose terping, 


for all general purposes, is clumsy. | 


Other contribution by the line and 
showgals is a neat waterfall ballet to 
bring on the boss Sally Rand. 


| new setting on the stage, provides 
| background and a generous portion 


tro also makes a personable m.c. 
| Music is passably good, a mild form 
Of swing. Doris Singleton, chan- 
| teuse with the orch, is a pip. Un- 
| fortunately, plea of a cold kept her 
‘from doing more than one number 
| despite audience demands. 

Sid Tomack and the Reis Bros., 
fresh from Loew’s State on Broad- 


| way, clicked when caught like few | 
have at the Flatbush. | 


acts _ ever 
| Singing and dancing through their 


| usual routine, the zany trio were! 


'forced into eight curtain calls and 
| three encores. 


Three Waltons, 


Oldtimers take plenty of tough falls 
in their panto routine to achieve 
Herb. 


Sid Tomack and Reis Bros., Nelson's | 


Art Jarrett’s band, amid a pleasing 


| 


| itself of the 90-minute show. Maes-  Saneeeee_ Senet. 


| different 


ali-male knock- | 
_about drunk turn, complete the bill. | 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Shirley Ross, Buck and Bubbles 
Don Francisco, Ben Yost’s Ney 
Yorkers, Gae Foster Girls, Paul Ash 
House Orch; ‘Hired Wife’ (U), re- 
viewed in Variety, Sept. 11, 








House is leaning heavily on the 
screen attraction to fill the theatre 
this week. There are only three acts 
|on the bill besides the house regu- 
lars, including the Gae_ Foster 
femmes. Hence, it bespeaks smart 
producing that the stage show shapes 
up so weil, though Shirley Ross and 
Buck-Bubbles give the layout much 
of its verve. 


Foster girls work on stilts this 
week. These are employed to give 
the illusion of unusually tall Latins, 
each dancer carefully concealing the 
pedal extension with  trouserlets. 
Troupe has been well drilled. Ben 
| Yost’s New Yorkers, singing eight, 
cluster about the footlight mike to 
sing the entrance for the Fosterettes. 

This production bit segues into the 
tight-rope stunts of Don Francisco. 
| Skillful European artist offers vari- 
ety of difficult stunts with showman- 
ship galore, building for neat ap- 
plause. 


Shirley Ross clicks neatly with 
| her swingeroo type of ballading as 
| well as legit singing. Makes a pleas- 
ing appearance and backs it up with 
trim vocals. Final group brings in 
|the Gae Foster girls wearing party 
dressesgfor some posturing, with 
New Yorkers lending a chorus. 

Buck and Bubbles, standard in 
vaudeville, go over as usual. Colored 
troupers score neatly with their 
familiar song-and-dance, instrumen- 
tal efforts and deft gagging. High- 
‘light of turn here is the Spanish 
'rhumba of the taller lad. 
| ‘Orpheus’ done to swing brings 
| Foster bunch back at finish for an 
| intricate tap. 

Biz good at final show Friday (13). 
Wear. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 17. 
Ted Lewis Band (13), Tell Sisters 
(3), Charles ‘Snowball’ Whittier, 
Joan Woods, Jean Blanche, Three 
Fonzelles and Alyce, Gloria Martin; 
‘My Love Came Back’ (WB). 











Showmanship plus has its inning 
this week with that past master of 
the art, Ted Lewis, in control. He 
a in his usually first-rate band 








and capable performers and con- 
timues to sell the entertainment 
|}smartly. So everybody's happy. 

Lewis and the boys repeat their 
|familiar, but popular numbers and 
much of their old stage business. 

Nevertheless, the fare retains some- 

what of a freshness. A bit of varia- 
| tion and embellishment here and 

there helps turn the trick. 

| As a matter of fact, the Lewis fans 
j}and the customers generally would 
| probably be disappointed if the band 
| didn’t turn on the heat with ‘St. 
|Louis Blues’ and if Lewis didn't 
soliloguize through ‘When My Baby 
|Smiles at Me,’ ‘Stormy Weather,’ 
i‘Isn’t She a Pretty Thing?,’ ‘I'm a 
Musical, Magical Man,’ etc., twirl the 
drum-major’s baton to the strains of 
|‘I'm the Leader of the Band’ and 
|cavort on the clarinet. Plus juggle 
| and do stunts with his high hat, lead 
| the dusky Charles ‘Snowball’ Whit- 
| tier in the ‘Me and My Shadow’ 
| dance routine, help Whittier toss out 
| the peanuts to the customers as the 
finale of ‘The Peanut Vender’ and 
| join the rest of the company in the 
| torrid rhumba, 

| The entertainment and music all 
are quietly restrained. The show 
{may contain too much dancing and 
{could stand a little more comedy, 
| but, thanks to the Lewis personality 
,and salesmanship, the band’s excel- 
| lence and the quality of the assem- 
bled talent, the impression is gener- 
ally nifty. 

_ Lewis never fails to parade fem- 
| inine lookers, and this time he has 
|the Three Tell Sisters, harmonists, 
|and Jean Blanche and Joan Woods, 
| dancers, to regale the optics. 

| Lewis starts the show by ‘confess- 
jing’ he gets away with murder and 
then unfolds the entertainment to 
| ‘prove’ it. The Tell Sisters and 
Lewis vocalize some of the band 
numbers’ choruses and then comes 
‘When My Baby Smiles at Me,’ 
leader getting together with Whittie: 
for their familiar dancing and com- 
edy business. Later in the show 
‘Snowball’ gives his impression of 
Bill Robinson. 

Miss Woods executes difficult taps. 
The entrance of Miss Blanche is the 
signal for ‘Isn't She a Pretty Thing?.’ 
preliminary to her contortionist and 
The Tell Sisters 
‘Dinah’ and _ several other 
After an oldtime memories 


swing 
pops. 


| Song by Lewis, the three Fonzelle 
;men and Alyce, adagio dancers, tie 
|/up the show with their novel con- 


ceptions. The swinging and whir!- 
ing routines are built along distinct] 
lines and an_ eccentric 
adagio of ‘March of the Wooden 
Soldiers’ merits particular praise. 

After another dance by Miss 
Blanche, Lewis and Whittier again 
take the spotlight with their un- 
changed ‘Me and My Shadow.’ Miss 
Martin, torcher, lands with ‘Storm: 
Weather’ and other numbers. The 
Conga contribution is lively an 
colorful. 

Lower floor about two-thirds fille 
at first performance opening da: 
Friday (13). Rees. 


at 
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STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 16. 
Mickey Rooney, Max Adkins Orch 





(16), Judy Starr, Lazanders (4), 
Jackie Beekman, Robertson and 
Martin; ‘Dr. Kildare Goes Home’ 
(M-G). 





WB deluxer swings back to flesh 
with Mickey Rooney unit after more 
than three months of straight pix, 
and has picked itself a socko re- 
opener. Only trouble is that it’s a 
false momentum, inasmuch as house 
hasn't yet decided on presentation 
policy as a regular thing for fall and 
winter season. Following Rooney, 

ouse returns again to film fare ex- 
clusively with ‘No Time for Com- 
edy’ (WB), followed by ‘Foreign Cor- 
respondent’ (UA) and after that may 
or may not stick in a couple of con- 
secutive stage shows. All depends on 
what big names are available, man- 
agement says. F 

Anyway, the WB site should cash 
in handsomely this week and may 
even go on to a new house record, 
with Kay Kyser’s $36,000 the figure 
to match. They were lined up for 
blocks at opening, with steady line 
all day long, and the cinema’s Andy 
Hardy gave the cash customers their 
money’s worth. 

There ought to be a law against 
kids like Mickey Rooney. He’s too 
good, too talented, too amazing; par- 
ents will probably go home and beat 
their offspring after getting a load 
of this phenomenal jack-of-all-trades 
from Hollywood. On the screen, he 
may be Andy Hardy, Tom Edison or 
just plain Mickey Rooney. On the 
stage he’s a one-man vaude show. 
The squirt does everything, and does 
it well; he writes songs and sings 
them; he takes off Clark Gable, 
Lionel] Barrymore and Clem McCar- 
thy within an inch of their styles; he 
plays the drums like a Gene Krupa 
and the piano like Eddy Duchin; 
dances like a miniature Jack Dona- 
hue; cups an audience in his hand 
like a combination of Jack Benny 
and Eddie Cantor, and beats his 
brains to see that the mob gets its 
money’s worth. Seemingly there's 
never been another youngster, either 
in flesh or celluloid, like him, and 
whatever the Stanley’s paying 
Rooney this week isn’t enough. He’s 
the seven wonders of show biz. 

Unit’s practically all Rooney, of 
course, and he’s all that counts with 
the crowd. They’re impatient until 
he gets on, and then won’t let him 
off. It’s foolish to try to hold the 
curtain for an announcement after 
his exit. Idea is to empty the house 
for a turnover by telling customers 
they can get autographed pictures of 
juvenile star in the lobby, but that 
should be a closing announcement in 
one instead of on fullstage. Jackie 
Beekman, the m.c., stands there for 
at least three full minutes to get in 
his few words while the palm- 
pounding for Rooney continues. 

Opening turn has Robertson and 
Martin in some average hoofing, in- 
cluding tap and snake-hip rhumbas, 
that would be twice as effective if 
they’d scissor some. Under ordinary 
circumstances they’re on too long, 
and when Rooney’s in the offing it 
seems twice as long. Cute, hard- 
working Judy Starr’s on next to 
wham over ‘Can’t Brush Me Off’ (as 
if anybody would want to), ‘Imagi- 
nation’ and ‘Boog It,’ returning later 
for a flirtation-mugging bit with 
Rooney and to duet ‘Our Love Affair’ 
with him. Latter is a tune which 
Mickey and Judy Garland do in their 
forthcoming release, ‘Strike Up the 
Band’ (M-G). Other act is the La- 
zanders, three men and a gal in 
some tumbling that’s ‘absolutely im- 
possible.’ One of the best of the acro 
groups in the biz, Lazanders had to 
beg off even if mob was working 
itself into a lather awaiting Rooney. 
_ Beekman is an m.c. who does nofh- 
ing but straight announcements, and 
Max Adkins’ house band is on the 
Stage throughout, knocking out some 
okay cooperation for everybody and 
everything. Adkins went up to Cleve- 





sions. Like the rest of the show, 
Bernie faced a crew of customers 
that might have been just released 
from a cold storage plant. Taking 
care not to milk his laughs,.the lad 
came through neatly. 


Milton Douglas and Priscilla shoot 
across some fast comedy a bit be- 
yond the ken of this particular mob, 
which whooped for more when this 
duo approached the blue. Douglas 
is okay except for a tiring manner- 
ism of clenching his necktie and hid- 
ing his kisser in the curtains to wait 
for the laughs. 

Troy and Lynne open with con- 
ventional softshoe eccentric and en- 
core with a smart, burley impression 
of collegiate jivers. Four Marshalls, 
deuce, vocal quartet, barely sustain 
interest with ‘Ohio,’ ‘Never Smile 
Again’ and ‘I Am an American,’ but 
get good attention with their ver- 
sion of ‘Gray Goose Is Dead.’ 


Four Vernons, closing, offer a 
smooth adagio turn that has little 
novelty to make it stand out among 
other acts of this type. However, a 
clean, competent troupe holding in- 
terest all the way. 

Larry Flint and house band in pit 
this week, playing a ragged first 
show, below their par. Fox. 


COLONIAL, DAYTON 


Dayton, O., Sept. 14. 
Ben Bernie Orch, Don Saxon, Dale 
Winthrop, Johnny Ryan, Bailey Sis- 
ters, Del Rios, Shea and Raymond; 
‘The Great McGinty’ (Par). 








Returning after several years’ ab- 
sence, Ben Bernie orchestra, plus 
several nifty entertainers, puts on 
an excellent show. For a time it 
seems that all the humor is to come 
from Bernie himself, principally with 
cracks on Winchell, but half-way 
through the real fun begins and the 
program ends up in rather whirl- 
wind style. ’ 


Bernie makes his early appear- 
ance with cigar and violin, but the 
violin is practically a prop. The 
cigar, of course, is not. 


Four soloists are carried, the 
Bailey Sisters, Don Saxon and Johnny 
Ryan, an Irish lad who has but re- 
cently joined the outfit. Each has 
his or her own offering and when it 
comes to the patriotic fling, ‘I Am 
an American,’ all take a hand, plus 
Bernie. 

Saxon handles ‘Old Man River’ 
and ‘Fools Rush In’ well, giving the 
songs feeling and displaying splendid 
diction, while Ryan’s voice enhances 
such tunes as ‘Irish Lullaby’ and 
‘Never Smile Again.’ 

The Bailey Sisters could not give 
the audience enough at this catch- 
ing, opening with ‘Playmates,’ do- 
ing their own slick version of ‘Man 
That Comes Around’ and bowing out 
with ‘Mr. Meadowlark.’ 

The biggest applause number is 
the handstand act of the Del Rios, 
two men and a girl, whose turn’s one 
this stage has seldom seen. An- 
other ‘high spot is furnished by Shea 
and Raymond, one a lanky, goofy 
guy who can outstare a startled fawn. 
The boys do eccentric taps and bur- 
lesque varied styles of dancing. Dale 
Winthrop does fast taps. 

The band plays a minimum of 
numbers for a unit of this type, 
opening with a swing version of 


| ‘Nobody’s Baby,’ tearing through a 


| 





| 


hot version of ‘Johnson Rag,’ and 
winding up with ‘Madame La Zonga’ 
and the rather stereotyped medley 
of band imitations. Kany. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





Whether it be stock shots or spot 
news, the Embassy this week is 
loaded with an 
Particularly prominent in the wealth 
of material is Paramount, its most 


land earlier in the week to catch the | notable clips being those on the Ken- 


unit, and had the stuff down pat for 
the opening. Cohen. 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, Sept. 12. 
Troy and Lynne, Four Marshalls, 
Al Bernie, Rosita Royce, Milton 
Douglas with Priscilla, 
Vernons; ‘Laughing at Danger’ 
(Mono) and ‘Stage to Chino’ (RKO). 











Satisfactory show on paper, but 
did not play as well when caught at 
Opening performance. Rosita Royce 
and the dove dance are new to this 
vicinity and her act clicks because 
os the novelty angle. Routine is 
short, nicely ‘timed and produced 
with simple, effective showmanship 
On full stage. Backed by good ex- 
Ploitation, Miss Royce should add 
Something to the b.o. here this week. 

1 Bernie, also prominently billed. 

Comes back for one of his regular 
Visits. As usual, impersonator spiffs 
up his act with a few new numbers 
and showmanly ideas that make him 
worth catching every time. 
gay comedy patter to his routine, 
n the standard m.c. manner, but this 
oe not come up to the calibre of 

is other work, Does an Edgar Ber- 
&en imitation with a McCarthy 
ummy for a brief bit, ribs the musi- 


Adds | 
lof the 


| 


| 
| 


The Four | 


‘land with sh for 
| king Carol of Romania is given stock 





Cal ditties now heard in one-minute | 


whemercial plugs on the air, and 
St ams as before with his James 
Stewart and W. C. Fields impres- 


vil, N. J., powder-plant blast. The 
bombing of Buékingham Palace, of 
course, though treated in an exclu- 
sive manner by Par, isn’t shown, but 
the interest is there through tue use 
of some library shots. 

Refugee royalty comes in for some 
prominence. Fox and Metro show, 
respectively, Prince Bernhard of the 
Netherlands and King Haakon of 
Denmark, both of whom are in Eng- 
the British forces. Ex- 


treatment following his abdication 
and flight, but there’s nary a sign of 
Magda Lupescu. 

President Roosevelt emphasizes his 
showmanship and ability to hold an 
audience, whether it be Democrat or 
ex-Democrat, in an anti-war address 
caught by Metro. Willkie is shown 


by Pathe stressing campaign points | 


to GOP state committee chiefs. 

Veering from the European thea- 
tre of war, Metro catches the Chung- 
king bombing by the Japanese. It 
serves as a reminder of the Sino- 
Japanese conflict, which has prac- 
tically been forgotten by those in 
the Western hemisphere in the light 
intensity of the Nazi blitz 
against the English. ; 

Rest of the layout is routine though 


generally treated in interesting fash- | 


ion by the various reel companies. 
There are clips, among others, on na- 
tional defense (Fox), British aid 
(Pathe), football (nearly all Fox), 
and—if it’s at all new-—-Maine going 
strictly Republican (Par). 


interesting layout. | 


PALACE, CLEVE. 





Cleveland, Sept. 14. 
Will Osborne Orch with Dale Jones 
and Dick Rogers; Masters and Rol- 
lins, Emerald Sisters (2), Stanley 
Fields; ‘Elsa Maxwell’s Public Deb 
No. 1’ (20th). 





Iti’s fortunate that the Palace has 
two co-headliners on current layout, 
which would be lost without Will 
Osborne’s band. Second half of bill 
consists of Stanley Fields, Hollywood 
heavy who proved a thudding disap- 
pointment. Character actor of un- 
derworld thrillers walked in with 


his hat and an incredible act ap- 
parently thrown together on the 
train, forcing Osborne to save the 
day. 


House has had some topflight swing 
outfits lately but for smart vaude 
entertainment and finesse, Osborne 
makes quite a few of them look like 
beginners. 

Nat Holt obviously went out of his 
way to give band a flatteringly hand- 
some stage set of rich, new drapes. 
Orchestra returns the favor with a 
load of slick, sweet swing. Although 
none of the numbers is new, the boys 
whip clever slide effects as well as 
a galvanizing verve into “Tuxedo 
Junction,’ one of Liszt’s Hungarian 
| rhapsodies and ‘Rhumboogie.’ Local 
rugcutters may not find his jive hot 
enough but Osborne’s okay group- 
ings of brasses and reeds in such 





opener, earned an unusual loud hand 
from regulars, 

Dale Jones and Dick Rogers, fea- 
tured vocalists, also go over. Gravel- 
throated Jones’ minstrel version of 
‘Nobody’ is refreshing, ditto his duo 


nut Street.’ 
troupe caught best howls. 

Emerald Sisters, a couple of acro- 
batic half-pinters, make up for lack 
of size with smacking backfalls and 
well-liked act. Middle spot also 
given power by Masters and Rollins, 


whose bright turn of gab and shag- | 
ging travesty is spiced by the goofy | 


comedienne’s mugging. Osborne 
tries to cover up Fields with fast 
finale version of ‘Alexander’s Rag- 
time Band,’ which is good stuff but 
doesn’t help Fields. 

Fields may be a tough underworld 


type on screen, but he gives just the | 
| opposite impression here. 





Wearing a 
| shiny blue serge suit for opener, he 


| was as nervous in his act of gab as a | 


| six-year-old kid is with a children’s 
day recitation. 
Weekend attendance just fair. 
Pullen, 


STATE, HARTFORD 





Hartford, Sept. 15. 
Sammy Kaye Orch with Noncha- 
lants (3), Criss Cross, Dancing Debs 
(3), Gertrude Briefer, Lillian Mack, 





Kaplan house band; ‘Up in the Air’ 
(Mono). 





Unlike most other name _ bands, 
‘Sammy Kaye doesn’t depend on 
straight-styled music ished out 


against a blank and often eye- 
| straining backdrop or curtain, He’s 
|gone in for production, namely 





| sic, thus selling through the visual 
| and auditory senses. He’s got youth- 
ful Leo Morgan with him as stage 
| manager and the chap is doing an 
|}ace-high job of giving the customers 
a harmonious blend of three ingredi- 
ents, music, lighting and settings. 
Show is here as a package and 
| consists, besides the band, of three 


acts neatly tied into the divertise- | 
Kaye’s novelty, ‘So You Want | 


ment, 
to Lead a Band,’ which he intro- 
duced at the Hotel Commodore, 
N. Y., last year, is chockful of belly 
laughs and a definite click. In it he 
selects four volunteers from the aud 


(two males and two femmes) who | 
wave a baton in front of th? orch. | 


Patter with Kaye, sometimes to their 
embarrassment, and the resultant 
discordant music are good for laughs. 

Show’s opener is pit band’s offer- 
ing of ‘God Bless America,’ follow- 
ing which the Kaye aggregation 
themes out from behind closed cur- 
tains, with part of the band offer- 


ing a medley of several tunes which | 


Kaye introduced. Charles Wilson of 
the band steps forward to effectively 
warble ‘Old Dutch Garden.’ A nov- 
elty wild west number climaxed 
with capgun shooting sets the pace 
for Criss Cross, ventriloquist, who 
appears with a dummy attired as 
cowboy. He’s tops as a ventro and 
puts himself through several 
cult paces, including the use of a 


puppet dancing. Rings the bell with | 
a miniature dummy, vhosphorescent- | 


ly lighted, in a blackout, vocaling a 
takeoff of the Four Inkspots doing 
‘If I Didn’t Care.’ Lad works easily 
and without any apparent use of his 
lips. 
"Send then does a medley of Latin- 
American tunes, with the Dancing 
Debs, three gals, out for some fair 
tapping. One of the girls, Lillian 
Mack, is spotted earlier for some so- 
so tapping. Another, Gertrude 
Rriefer, won returns in a later spot 


Latter does exactly that on his | 
first date here in about five years. | 


pieces as ‘Never Smile Again,’ his | 


with Rogers in latter’s own ‘Chest- | 
Band impersonations of | 


Tommy Ryan, Charles Wilson, Sam |} 


synchronization of settings and mu- | 


diffi- | 


i some skilfully executed acro- 


batic dancing. 

Tommy Ryan, vocalist, a standby 
with the band, does okay with 
‘Breeze and I’ and ‘Sierra Sue.’ Neat 


dropping his role of baton swinging 
for some brief clarineting. 
Nonchalants, with their standard 
hoke hand-to-hand stuff, give an ex- 
cellent account of themselves. Finale 


novelty. 
Weekend biz good. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Sept. 15. 


Linda Moody, Shirley Howard, 
Tommy Riggs and Betty Lou, Nan 


Eck. 








| 


| lini Trio, Phil Lampkin House Orch 
(14); ‘The Ramparts We Watch’ 
(RKO). 





Billed as ‘Radio Stars on Parade,’ 
current layout has some okay en- 
tertainment but doesn’t build as ef- 
|fectively as it might. More sight 
| stuff would help, but then acrohgts 
couldn’t be called ‘radio stars,’ and 
'so the appeal is limited. At that, 
| Linda Moody, sightly hooferoo, who 
/opens the doings, wouldn’t really 
_ belong either, but she’s introduced as 
|a future television star, so all seems 
| fair and nobody’s hurt. 


With Phil Lampkin’s house orch 
|on stage and maestro handling the 
| emceeing as well as the baton, show 
| opens with orchestral workout of a 
medley of Rudolf Friml numbers. 
Flashily sold by Lampkin, who has 
| succeeded in building his combo 
|into a potent musical aggregation, 
overture earns an audible hand and 
sets matters very nicely. 


Following brace of rather over- 
long tap routines by Miss Moody, 
Shirley Howard steps out for vo- 
| cals. Does ‘It'll Come to You,’ ‘Fools 
' Rush In,’ ‘Breeze and I’ and ‘I Can’t 
Resist You,’ all smooth in rendition 
and vocally legit. A recording name 
of sorts, she registers extra well in 
low tones which give her a dis- 
tinctive stamp of song salesmanship. 


Nan Rae and Maude Davis are a 
quick repeat. A wow three weeks 
ago, they are back with some new 
material and a switch of routine. 
Know how to time a gag and busi- 
ness of dumb-cluck dame tempted 
to do her stuff for the public is good 
for an almost continual howl. Clos- 
ing song and dance is a solid show- 
stopper. 

Tommy Riggs surprises the audi- 
ence which learns that his Betty Lou 
is Riggs himself sans dummy. 
Good ventro material and clever 
simulation of a moppet earn a beg- 
off. Makes a perfect spot forthe 


style. 
Trio, consisting of vibra-harp, bull 
|fiddle and guitar, swing out in 
|catchy modern arrangements high- 
lighted by interludes of swing pro- 
duced on chimes. Have a highly 
contagious brand of rhythm which 
catches on with stubholders and 
grows in rising proportion to a bell- 
ringing series of curtains. Versions 
of ‘Ciri Biri Bin,’ ‘Hallelujah’ and 
| ‘In the Mood’ are decidedly in the 
| groove. 
Biz okay. 








Burm. 





New Acts 











| CHIQUITA 
| Marionettes 
11 Mins. 
| Two O’Clock Club, Balto, 


Spanish name is misnomer for 
rather wholesome looking femme 
|; working marionettes on small port- 
| able platform. Handling the strings 
in full view of audience, she con- 
tributes a rather novel pace-changer 
for the average floor show. 


As projected at present, turn is a 
| trifle slow in pace. Working a top- 
per-and-tails-doll on a spree, she 
| takes him through a brief routine of 
hoofery, alcoholic acrobatics and a 
realistic hangover that scores very 
nicely. Manages to make the tap- 
ping in the danse session quite 
| audible and in tempo. Bit at the 
miniature piano in which the right 
keys are struck to produce a tune is 
also very effective. Encores with 
version of ‘Old Man Mose,’ an aged 
darkie, in well-handled routine of 
jegmania. 

With adroit pruning and speeding 
up, turn should be able to find a 
spot in more ambitious surroundings. 
Spotlighting in complete blackout 
would also help. Burm. 





TINY DOUGLAS and HAVANA 
BAND 
15 Mins. 
State, Sydney 
Douglas has been around for the 
Fullers and Williamson-Tait, finally 
pic-debuting in this spot for Greater 
Union Theatres. Setup is pleasing, 
but not musically exciting, with no 


new ideas entailed in the 15 minutes. | 
| Freddy Goldman, boy soprano, took | 


the major applause with ‘Blue 
| Danube,’ 

Douglas will probably get by fora 
short term in picture houses, but 


will not bring anything extra to the 
boxoffice. Rick. 


| arrangement of ‘Bye Bye Blues’ is) 
| next band offering, with the maestro | 


Three | 


is the ‘So You Want to Lead a Band’ | 


| Rae and Maude Davis, Adrian Rol-| 


Adrian Rollini Trio to close in socko | 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 





Indianapolis, Sept. 13. 
Blue Barron Orch, Russ Carlisle, 
Charlie Fischer, Alan Holmes, Rone 
nie Snyder, Six Debonairs, Joe May 
and Co., Wilkey and Dare; ‘Sing, 
Dance, Plenty Hot’ (Rep). 





Blue Barron orch moves into the 
Lyric this week for its first appear- 
ance in town. The band, filled with 
members who can step down front 
for some specialties, also click-when 
the instruments are working, giving 
the customers a nifty 72 minutes of 
stage fare. 


Band, consisting of five rhythm, 
two trumpet, two trombones and four 
|}Sax proves smooth in interpre- 
ting modern clefs. Open with ‘I 
Want To Be Happy’ and before the 
stopwatch clicks, go through ‘Tux- 
edo Junction,’ ‘Do I Love You’ and 
;‘Dancing in the Dark.’ Charlie 

Fischer sings ‘Down by Ohio’ and 
|‘Must See Annie Tonight,’ apparently 
| being assigned the novelty tunes in 
| band’s library. The romance depart- 
‘ment is handled by two of the lads, 
| Alan Holmes sings ‘Nearness of You,’ 
| ‘Sierra Sue’ and ‘Night and Day.’ He 
_ also proves his versatility by playing 

a number of instruments in the reed 
-and brass divisions. Russ Carlisle 
| Steps up the tempo of feminine hearts 
| in the audience with his rendition of 

‘Can’t Get Indiana Off My Mind, 
| aoe Smile Again’ and ‘Blueberry 
| Hill. 

Ronnie Snyder, guitarist, has a neat 
trick of whistling through his throat, 
sounding okay and winning some 
mitt slaps on ‘Doll Dance,’ with ‘Star- 
dust’ for an encore. Hefty Tiny Wolf 
deserts the bass fiddle to come down 
front for a special parody on ‘Beau- 
tiful Baby,’ referring to his pachy- 
dermal proportions, then goes into 
‘Got My Fingers Crossed,’ and fin- 
ishes with a dance. 

Outstanding among the supporting 
acts are the Six Debonairs. A sextet 
of boys in tophats and tails, they do 
perfectly-timed tap routines to open, 
'and then score with a novelty inter- 
| pretation of the Machine Age. They . 
intro their footwork with songs ex- 
plaining their dances. 

Wilkey and Dare are deuced, okay 
| when they go into acro knockabout 
| dances, but attempts at comedy are 
,odorous. They would win more solid 

hand by sticking to the muscle work, 

at which they are adept. 
e May and Co. played to the 
bad at show caught and wowed the 
saxophone section. May got off gags 
under his breath which must have 
‘been very funny had the audience 
i been able to hear them. Also seem- 

ingly had some good stuff about the 

maestro’s girl friend, which he voiced 
| into the wings. If the deckhands and 
| orch boys paid his salary, he was fac- 
ing the right audience; if not, salary 
| for one performance should be with- 
| held by house management. 

Biz good at third show Friday (13), 
| with lower floor well filled, and not 
| many vacant spots upstairs. Kiley. 


| 
Radio Payroll 


Continued from page 23 























| 
|time workers, Part-time employees 
drew but $52,313 from the stations 
and $28,421 from webs during the 
| sample week. They numbered 3,821, 
| Commish accountants found the 
| stations in the Northeastern Region 
| bore almost one-third of the load 
| for labor and services. The 150 plants 
in the most populated section had an 
annual payroll of $11,837,341. Figures 
|for other areas were: Great Lakes, 
$9,711,496; Midwest, $4,689,507; South- 
, east, $3,834,834; South Central, $2,- 
| 059,850; Mountain, $1,348,482; Pacific, 
| $4,487,721. 

Grouped by types of operations, 
| the 33 full-time clear channel plants 
|of 50 kw accounted for one-quarter 
of the payments to execs and em- 
ployees, with the 206 unlimited time 
| regionals representing nearly half 
the aggregate. Locals operating un- 
limited hours, though hiring more 
workers than the clear-channelites, 
had lower scales and so shouldered 
only one-seventh of the load. 


Fluctuating Payrolis 

Employment fluctuated consider- 
ably during the year, the Commish 
discovered, but the figures were not 
| detailed enough to show which 
| classes of workers had the least de- 

pendable jobs. Peak for the 705 sta- 
tions was reached in December, when 
the payrolls contained 20,257 names 
|and checks aggregated $4,112,358. The 
| low point was in July; then only 18,- 
| 416 persons were employed and their 
earnings were down to $2,980,847. 

Generally the monthly payroll was 
around $3,000,000. The webs had a 
maximum of 4,348 persons on the 
' payroll, high point coming in De- 
cember, but their roster remained, 
pretty steady, with the minimum be- 
ing 4,101 in June. 

Stations in the Northeast had 
‘roundly 5,200 persons in regular jobs. 
| Approximate totals for other areas 
lare: Great Lakes, 4,300; Midwest, 
2,700; Southeast, 2,400; South Cen- 
tral, 1,300; Mountain, 800; Pacific, 
2.200. 
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~ A STEP FORWARD 


The theatre has been slipping for seasons, Equity during | 
that period has suggested various plans for its welfare, but stuck | 
its collective head in the sand when the Sunday issue came up. | 
Broadway actors, usually players well fixed financially, opposed | 
the idea, insisting on their Sundays for relaxation—that is, when 
they didn’t grab a radio guest-shot on that day, 








That class of player is no longer so important in Equity, but 
why the rank-and-filers followed their lead is a mystery, Sun- 
day performances on Broadway are expected to help shows of 
moderate rating and therefore aid the average actor by making 
for longer engagements. It may not work out exactly that way, 
but the plan is certainly worth trying during the new season. 
The hits don’t need Sundays for they draw regardless, 

Sunday shows are a step forward. Equity officers and its 
governing body, the council, have changed their stance on the 
matter and will urge the membership to vote for Sabbath per- 
formances without double pay. A former administration con- 
ceived the trick idea of two-eighths pay for Sundays, thereby 
nullifying the legalized permission to play, as do vaudfilmers 
and burlesque. not to mention baseball, hockey, football, ete. 
The stagehands did not really figure in the situation, demanding 
extra pay because the actors did. Crews in theatres other than 
legit work Sundays, but are not on a seven-day basis, because 
of a stagger system to aid unemployment. 


Sundays are in tune with New York and will make it more 
truly metropolitan. Chicago has played Sundays from the start 
and there, when shows are on a nine-performance basis, casts 
receive an extra one-eighth pay. That will not apply on Broad- 
way, because a Monday layoff is statutory. Some attractions 
when playing the Loop occasionally drop one performance in 
favor of Sundays and others are dark on that day. 

It is anticipated that some temperamental name players may 
decline Sunday appearances on Broadway, but it is hoped that 
such artists will also change their views, for the good of the 
less gifted fellow performers. 

‘ 





It is estimated that only 15% of the legit show business re- 
mains, in comparison to times when Broadway had 60 or more 
dramatic theatres lighted, and the road was dotted with touring | 
companies. What is left is principally on Broadway, but it 1s | 
generally conceded, there always will be shows, though limited 
innumber. The idea is to keep theatres lighted as many weeks | 
during the year as possible and it is indicated that of all the 
schemes proposed to that end, Sundays would be the most prac- 
tical and material move. 


Pointed out that it would be possible to play seven days on 
Broadway despite the law. If matinees were given then, rather 
than in the evening, actors would have a 24-hour rest period be- 
fore curtain time on Monday. ‘That would be a technical 
evasion which would or would not stand up in court, but the 
Equityites who favor Sundays intend to arrange regulations 
that would ensure dark Mondays. 





The decks are cleared. It is up to the actors to save their jobs 
by making it convenient to a class of potential playgoers unable 
to see shows on any other day but Sundays. 


Bway Will Have Sunday Shows By 7 











FALLON, INVOLVED IN 


MANTON CASE, FREED 


William J. Fallon, formerly well 
known in agency ticket circles on 
Broadway, has been released from 
imprisonment. He was involved in 
irregularities that resulted in Judge 
Martin Manton being sent to jail 








and convicted of ‘selling justice.’ 
Fallon was Manton’s ‘cashier’ and . 
was referred to as the ex-jurist’s FREEDLEY LEWIS BECK 
‘bagman.’ Understood that because | ’ ’ 
of certain information given the dis- 
trict attorney, Fallon drew a com- 
paratively light sentence. 

Fallon and his brother, Thomas, 
at one time controlled one of the 


BACK NEGRO MUSICAL 


For the first time three showmen 








‘Sock $8.80 Preem of Jolson- Hats’ 
May Signalize Flourishing B'way 
Season; ‘lightest’ Debut in Years 


+ 
' 





Broadway premiere of Al Jolson's 


'*‘Hold On to Your Hats’ at the Shu- 


bert last Wednesday (11) may sig- 
nalize the expectations of a flourish- 
ing Broadway season. New musical 
won a press of the rave variety and 


; , ; wit: : . | struck a capacity pace for the bal- 
Tyson ticket agencies, N. Y. They | will participate in a colored musical, | ance of the week. 


Show can gross 


worked out a plan whereby they | ‘Little Joe,’ due in the Martin Beck, | around $29,000 at its $4.40 top and 


could control all the agency ticket | 

allotments and for about ins weeks | mw. ¥., next month. a Mart; 
actually did corner the market. |*" Freedley, Al Lewis and Martin 
Their system, however, came a sud-| Beck, who will finance the show. 
den cropper, and the brothers soon | 


dropped out of the Broadway field. | 


‘Joe,’ his partners recently 





| ing after seeing auditions of the peo- 


|ecal comedy, ‘My Pal Joey,’ being | 
|readied by George Abbott, latter | 
having a score by Rodgers and Hart. | 
In the colored cast are Ethel Waters, 
Todd Duncan, Rex Ingram and the 
Katherine Dunham Dancers. 


ACTOR BOOSTS 


They are Vin- | Should reach that bracket this week. 


Opening night the top was $8.80, 


| but in ticket circles the debut was 
| regarded as the ‘tightest’ in many 
Lewis was the first to consider} years. 
invest- | shows 
! most invariably a sizeable number of 
| tickets turn up in some manner on 


ple and hearing the score. 
P Title is similar to that of a musi- | 


Usually premieres of name 
are over-subscribed but al- 


the day of the first performance. 
Most recent incident of that kind was 
the opening of the front-running 
‘Louisiana Purchase,’ which also had 
an $8.80 premiere. Day of the de- 


| but more than 30 tickets calling for 


fairly good locations became avail- 


|cluded and a 


| may be a reconsideration. 


Nov. If Equityites Abide by Leaders 





Broadway will have Sunday per- 
formances by November, granted 
that the legit actors follow the ad- 
vice of their leaders who will strong- 
ly recommend that the experiment 
be made during the season of 1940- 
41. Unlike Chicago, it will not be a 
seven-day town because the New 
York State law stipulates that if 
Sundays are played, actors must 
have a full day’s rest some time dur- 
ing the week. 


Equity officers have tardily, but 
definitely, come around to the man- 
agers’ viewpoint on Sundays, that 
such performances should materially 
lengthen engagements and therefore 
be mutually beneficial“to owners of 
theatres, producers and _ players. 


They realize that legit is getting lit- | 


tle patronage from the horde of su- 
burbanites and excursionists who 
flock to the metropolis over the 
weekends, It’s recognized that the 
attendance drawn by benefit legit 
Performances in aid of the Actors 
Fund, Stage Relief, and when such 
shows were given in aid of Finland 
relief, points to the possibility of at- 
tracting a fresh clientele. 


Close to Unanimous Assent 


_ At one of the best attended meet- 
a of Equity’s council last week 

h® governing body was close to 
wanimous assent on Sundays. There 
Were 30 councillors out of 55 on hand 
and only two negative votes were re- 
corded. It had been suggested that 
® local referendum be conducted 





Moss Quits ‘Hats’ For 
| ‘Journey’; Vitale In 


Arnold Moss withdrew from ‘Hold 
|On to Your Hats,’ Shubert, N. oe 
| Monday (16) and was replaced by 
| Joseph Vitale. He had given in his 
notice when the show was out of 





| extremely 


in favor, for 


CALMLY 


Meeting between managers and 
Equity representatives was held at 
the League of New York Theatres 
office Thursday (12), when the rais- 
ing of minimum salaries from $40 to 
$50 beginning Dec, 1 and the proba- 
bility of Sunday performances and 
extension of the basic agreement 
were discussed. The salary boost 
was ordered by the council. Ques- 
tion of Sunday shows is being put to 
a referendum vote. Basic agreement 
with the managers will be signatured 
with the $50 minimum change in- 
stipulation that the 
pact will subsequently be made to 


|conform with the membership vote 


on the Sunday issue. 
Managers appeared to accept the 
lifting of the minimum pay without 


| expressed objection which completely 
|} Surprised the 
| took the attitude that the burden of 


Equityites. Former 
the added salaries would be borne 
by the actors rather than the pro- 
ducers. That was the same attitude 
taken when Equity put rehearsal pay 
into effect, but whether that has af- 
fected the pay of players getting 
$100 or less has never clearly been 
established. Some opinion is that 


the actors are creating their own | 


problem of unemployment. 
Salary boost is slated to be the 
leading issue to be considered by 


Equity members eat the season’s first | 


quarterly meeting, to be held next 
week (27). 
probable, that the meeting will re- 
verse the council on the theory that 
the tilt might reduce the number of 
small parts. If it should develop 
during the new season that because 
of it there were fewer jobs, there 


is extremely unlikely, 

Pointed out that the members have 
gone on record three times favoring 
the increase. Conservatives have 
argued against it, but the lower paid 
players are reported almost solidly 
jobs have been too 
scarce and they want every chance 


| for more money. 


Before the salary increase was 
adopted by the council there were 
radical ideas suggested. 


} One was-that all players receive a 


town and signed for ‘Journey to Je- | 


rusalem,’ which the Playwrights have 
in rehearsal. Some surprise was 
occasioned by the actor stepping out 
of an indicated hit. 

| Moss explained the withdrawal to 


fellow players, saying he preferred | 


serious drama to musical 
He turned in a good performance as 
a Mexican bandit in ‘Hats,’ and last 
season attracted attention by his per- 
formance in ‘The Fifth Column.’ 


e 
since New York actors would only 
be concerned. It was decided, how- 


| passed on by the whole membership 
| because in 1935, when Sundays were 


| rejected, the referendum was gen- 


| eral. 

| Ballots will go out this week. They 
will be accompanied by literature 
prepared,by Equity’s president, Bert 
| Lytell, urging the members to vote 
yes. He has prepared the pros and 
cons on Sundays, a virtual appeal 
to support the views of the admin- 
istration. The results will probably 
be known sooner than usual because 
it is expected that members on tne 

‘Continued on page 42) 





comedy. | 


ever, that the proposal should be | 


(Continued on 


page 42) 


While |able and were snapped up. At the 
‘Joe’ is a Negro fantasy, it was writ- | opening of ‘Hats’ there was but one 











It is possible, but not | 


But that 


| slow start again, a number of ticket | 


brokers are wondering whether they 
; Will be able to survive. Principally 
| affected are smaller agencies. De- 
| spite the fact that their operating 
| expense is modest, it is claimed that 


ten by white authors, Lynn Root | single ticket among all the agencies. 
supplying the book and Vernon Duke Despite the high tap and incon- 
show. Patrons, whether in dress 

clothes or not, were not permitted 

ment cops made it unpleasant for 

B L ed P | patrons waiting for escorts even for 

y Lull in Prod. 

riving first nighters but didn’t seem 

| to distinguish between first nighters 

ness among the still-limited list of 

shows went upward, one increase 


the score. venience outside the theatre en- 
to dally a minute in the toy lobby 
a few minutes. Policemen alibied 
With the Broadw ason off to a | ‘ 
‘ es ee © - and the brood who seek signatures. 
, being as much as $3,000. ‘Purchase’ 


—_—— trance at the premiere, first nighters 
Smaller Agcys. 
of the Shubert. Even those who 
themselves by saying they had to 
Business Up 
| maintained its plus $34,000 gait and 


went into rhapsodies over the Jolson 

called for reservations were shoved 

ar st around. An augmented Shubert staff 
| hustled the customers. On the pave- 

keep autograph pests away from ar- 

| Cool weather continued and busi- 

it is again indicated that the 1940-41 


|most of them are broke, and they ; . A 
| say they. would be satisfied to just period will welcome the musical 
| earn a living. Chances are that some | shows. ‘Hellzapoppin’ holds to its 


great draw and enters the third year 
on Broadway with expectations of 
| spanning another season. It bettered 
$29,000 last week, which means 
standee attendance at some perform- 
ances. ‘Du Barry Was a Lady’ is 
the other coin-getting musical, go- 
ing into its 10th month at the 46th 
Street. All are $440 top except 
‘Hellz,’ which is $3.30. 

Harry A. Jansen, the magician who 
bills his show ‘Sim Sala Bim,’ opened 
at the Morosco against ‘Jupiter 
Laughs,’ Biltmore, last week, too, 
and generally got the second-string 
critics. Word of mouth, however, 
| rated the magi outfit very highly and 
some of the first-stringers were 
lured to the performance. Result 
| was excellent follow-up comment in 
the Sunday drama sections. Show at 


| of the lesser agencies will be forced 
| to combine, that being anticipated 
|some time ago when it was quite 
| clear that there were too many brok- 
lees for the number of theatres 
| lighted. 
With the basic agreement with 
| Equity to be extended, League of 
New York Theatres has advised the 
brokers that the ticket code would 
'be operative again, despite the! 
Mitchell law, which is in litigation. 
| Independent agency people talked 
ithings over at the League offices 
Monday (16). Brokers said that the 
3e per ticket levy should be dropped 
because there should be no enforce- 
ment expense if the Mitchell bill 
were to become operative. 

Attorney William A. Hyman, who 
lis contesting the new state law for| 


ie td Pr maggie Re 


seme whe oa 


of 


the brokers, previously advised the 
League that the agency people as- 


| chance to stick. 


sented to the limit of 75c premium | 


for orchestra tickets and 50c for the 
balcony applying to theatres. Brokers 
are fighting the statute because it 


|places a limit on tickets for sports 


events. They also asked the League 
to modify the maximum penalties for 
infraction of the code if it con- 


| tinues. 
bonus from the managers when hits | 


Persons close t 


‘(Continued on 


Justice Sidney 
page 42) 


An American Actress in Mexico 


Lilyan Tregob (Billed As Lilli Trigos) Has Her 
Ups and Downs 


Mexico City, Sept. 10. 
Lilyan Tregob, an American legiti- 
mate actress, has been living and 
paying her way in Mexico City since 
last January when she came here on 


| speculation after reading in the New 


| engagement 


York Times of the Pan-American 
theatre here. Actress was without 
prospects in the states, 
so hit the trail for a strange land 


| where she did not speak the lan- 


‘ 


guage. 


of the Pan-American theatre, 


hiring her to play character parts. | 


She paid $25 to the owner | 
of a private automobile, headed for | 
/the capital, and upon arrival talked | irregular single performance plays of 
|Fernando Wagner, founder-director the English-speaking group. 
into | the Pan-American actors were local 


The latter presents plays in English 
at the Palacio de Bellas Artes with 
the blessing of the Mexican govern- 
ment and is behind the only dramatic 
company ever to survive what is 
known as three ‘seasons’ ‘a season 
being Jan.-April and June-Sept.). 
Miss Tregob’s compensation was 
less than the 50 pesos ($10 U.S.) per 
actor per performance which Wag- 
ner usually pays as she had no con- 
tract. She aiso had no guarantee 
of consecutive employment in the 


Most of | 


(Continued on page 42) 


| Alvin, 


| the Sunday drama sections, 


jaithough a Gilbert 


$2.75 top appears to have a strong 
‘Jupiter’ was given 
doubtful notices. Resumed engage- 
ment of “There Shall Be No Night,’ 
began promisingly, takings 
approximating $17,000, capacity in a 
smaller house. 

There is a lull in openings. Only 
one debut this week, ‘Johnny Bel- 
inda,’ at the Belasco, bowing to- 
Show at 
night (Wednesday) that completing 
the new show card for the month, 
and Sullivan 
repertory company opens a limited 
date at the 44th Street Sept. 30. 
October is far from loaded with ar- 
ivals but the number of shows in 
rehearsal is steadily increasing. 
There are 13 attractions in all on 


|Broadway currently, none being 
slated to leave. 
An additional attraction lights 


next week when ‘The Time of Your 
Life’ opens at the Guild for a lim- 
ited date before taking to the road. 


GEO. WHITE MAY AGAIN 
HAVE A B’WAY MUSICAL 


George White returned to N. Y. 








| from Hollywood last week and may 
| jOin other producers in turning out 


a musical show later in the fall. Al- 


though his plans are not definite, he 


will probably stage another revue. 
His ‘Scandals’ of last season is 
still playing in tab form and he will 


, delay another show of the same titie 


until it goes off the boards, 
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Play on Broadway 





Hold on to Your Hats | 


Musical comedy in two acts and 15) 
Scenes presented Sept. 11, ‘40, at the Shu- 

rt, N. Y., by Al Jotson and George 

@e, with Jolson starring. Featured, Mar- 
tha Raye, Jack Whiting, Bert Gordon, Arn- | 
pla Moss, Gil Lamb, Russ Brown and En- | 
nice Healey; music by Burton Lane, lyrics 
by FE. Y. Harburg; book by Guy Bolton, 
Matt Brooks and Eddie Davis; staged by | 
Edgar MacGregor under personal direction 
of George Hale; dances by Catherine Lit- 
tlefield: costumes and scenery designed by | 
Raoul Pene Du Bois; musical direction Al | 
Goodman; arrangements, Hans Spialek and 
Don Walker; vocals, Joseph Lilley; 8 show- 





girls, 14 ponies, 12 boys; $4.40 top, pre-. 
miered scale, $8.80. : 

OR cc kcaeaaibivccceds ode cle aeeee 
Slim’ ..ccosececceccccccesccsececes Gil Lamb 
TOM’ .ceccccccecscccccsececes George Church 
Pate... sco SbESO0b0c ceceen sess Jack Whiting | 
DEMME. 6d 6 o60 c6esscctocceecoes Martha Raye 
First Dudette.........-.. ‘Jinx’ Falkanburg | 
Second Dudette............- Joyce Matthews 
Third Dudette.........ceseeeeees Thea Pinto | 
GIs og 6:0. 050606 ensocresocseeees Lew FEckles | 
SPE, cn bewese oscceneees ceed Arnold Moss 
TA TROO. oo sicvccwcsercceeseeoss Al Jolson 
Radio Announcer........+5++ John Randolph 
"Shep? Martin. .......cccccccesess Joe Sterer 
. ‘Old Man’ Hawkins.........-- Marty Brake | 
WORD <6 o cccccccectscoreesoes Bert Gordon 
Gound HMects. ......csscccces Geerge Maran 
TIE ov cceccvcvcécspevececees Russ Brown 
(STOP TTT TTT TT Eunice Healey 
a 3 6466056 665065006000000hER00 Cassel | 
DE chedues daveed ea voneeew er W't Kelovea 
PPO 66S 6 0 6b cederccsrdecses Jinx Falkenburg 
Martha Tanner 

The Tanner Sisters....... {*Mickey’ Tanner 
\ Betty Tanner 

{Marty Drake 

The Radio Aces.....cccceces | Lou Stener 
Joe Stener 

Margie Greene 

Anita Jakobi 

The Ranchettes..........+- iris Wayne 


(Janis Williams | 





Al’s back. And so Jolson returns 
to Broadway to motivate “Hold On 
to Your Hats,’ the first click of the 


new season. | 

‘Hats’ is really pleasurable diver- | 
sion and that’s what the theatre 
should offer right now, more than 
ever before. 

Jolson, who repeatedly states he is 
glad to be back, after nearly 10 years | 
in’ Hollywood, hasn’t made ‘Hats’ a 
one-man show by any means but it | 
has the personality ‘that formerly 
packed the Winter Garden. And in 
the somewhat smaller Shubert he 
should turn the trick for a flourish- , 
ing season. That he is one of the top, 
draws of the theatre was amply 
shown by the grosses out-of-town. 

‘Hats’ is a well-rounded entertain- 
ment, possessed of an _ excellent, 
score. Here’s a musical comedy that 
isn’t loaded with book and while} 
the story is not of the sophisticated | 
type it is far from dated. Comedy | 
content is generous and there are | 
belly laughs. What with the stag- | 
ing by Edgar MacGregor, splendid | 
dance ensembles by Catherine Little- | 
field, the Philadelphian whose direc- | 
tion of ‘American Jubilee’ at the’ 


World’s Fair stamped her as un-, 


usual, plus dazzling costumes de- 
signed by Raoul Pene du Bois, the 
Jolson outfit seems to have every- 
thing that it takes. 

First act holds the score’s best 
numbers and some of the best giggle 
rousers are there. Scene between 
Martha Rave and the star near the 
first act finale had first-nighters 
screaming. Miss Raye has been on 
Broadway before but never to such 

ersonal advantage. Jolson builds 

er up, as he does others in the cast, 


and that is showmanship by a player | 


who put his own coin in the produc- 
tion. Georgie Hale, who supervised 
the entire works, has a piece of it, 
about 20%. He also supervised the 
entire production and did a show- 
manly job thereof. 

When ‘Hats’ opened the cast in- 
cluded Ruby Keeler whom Eunice 
Healey replaced. There again is a 
performer who hasn’t appealed as 
she does now, though she attracted 
attention last season in “Two for the 
Show.’ Miss Healey and Jack Whit- 
ing supply the love interest, dueting 
the scoring melodies. At one point 
she fears that the man she loves 
isn’t quite that way about her. 
That’s a cue for Jolson to say: ‘I’m 
old enough to be your father and I 
can give you les-9%ns in carrying the 
torch.’ 
initial audience was well aware of 
what he meant. 

Jolson got the show off with an 
intimate touch. He sat in an easy 
chair in one, saying it was a gala 
night for him because ‘my kid is lis- 
tening in on the Coast—he'’s four 
years old—it’s piped in and the kid 
will hear me sins.’ For a number 
or two he uses a microphone, as he 


warbles snatches of such always 
popular songs as ‘My Blue Heaven,’ 
crooning in the Jolson manner. 


Down towards the close when he 
started a little cycle of old faves with 
‘You ain’t heard nothing yet,’ 


‘We don’t need this gadget any more 
than we did before.’ It was getting 
Jate and he said that since all the 
eritics had gone, the house could 
settle down and have a good time. 
He first asked if they liked the show 
and the resnonse was that of a de- 
lighted audience. He opened the 
cycle with ‘Swanee.’ then came 
‘April Showers,’ ‘You Made Me Love 
You,’ ‘Sonny’ Boy,’ and finally 
‘Mammy.’ 

Miss Raye goes into action with 
the theme number, ‘Hold On to Your 
Hats,” with Jolson soon getting 
plenty applause with a lyric he likes 


—wWalkin’ Along, Mindin’ My Busi- . 


ness,’ but it is Miss Healey and Whit- 
ing who send over the topper, ‘The! 
World Is in My Arms.’ Jolson and 


| starts 


| Lamb, 
| style. 


He said it smilingly but the | 


the , 
mike was discarded with the remark: 


Miss Raye team nicely with ‘Would 
You Be So Kindly.’ Again Miss Healey 
and Whiting score with ‘Don’t Let It 
Get You Down,’ while Jolson winds 
up act one with “‘There’s a Great Day 
Coming, Manana.’ Miss Raye just 
previously has something with 
George Church in the number, ‘Life 
Was Pie for the Pioneer.’ 

A comedy highlight of the show is 


;‘Down on the Dude Ranch’ and has 


troit, as given by Jolson, Miss Raye 
and Bert Gordon. Latter was well 
known in vaudeville but better 


‘known as the ‘mad Russian’ in Eddie 


Cantor's broadcasts. From his en- 
trance when he flaps those loving- 
cup ears, Gordon counts on the 
comedy end, playing a Yiddish In- 
ian. 

Jolson’s parts are varied. He 
as the Lone Rider, a radio 
hero, the title being adapted from 
the ‘Lone Ranger’ of the air. His 
product is a breakfast food. Script 
writer convinees the Rider that he 
should go west to Sunshine Valley 
and there capture Fernando, a bandit 


| who has been getting away with 


murder. Western scenes shift to 

Mexico and back again to the Valley 

and in that course, Jolson is a dame, 

toreador and peon. As the latter he 

warbles ‘Old Timer,’ another lyric 
that catches his fancy. 

Among dance specialists is Gil 

a fellow with an eccentric 

Later on instead of repeating 

he does things with harmonicas. 


' Arnold Moss is very good as the 


Mexican bad man, but he left the 
show and Joe Vitale replaced. Russ 
Brown is the straight man and knows 
his stuff. The Tanner Sisters (Mar- 


| tha, ‘Mickey,’ Betty) are used at the 


opening of both parts and join with 
the Radio Aces (Marty Drake, Lou 
and Joe Stoner) in the ensemble sing- 
int. A quartet of girl dancers— 
Margie Greene, Anita Jakobi, 


the guise of specialists. 

Just before the close, at the pre- 
miere, voices from the lower floor 
rear called for Miss Raye who was 
in the line of principals waiting the 
curtain and plaudits. Jolson brought 
her forward and said that’s the way 
he feels about the clever girl clown, 
too. Clever fellow, that Jolson. 

Ibee. 


Nicholson-Bamberger To 
Fneore in Bucks County 





New Hope, Pa., Sept. 17. 

Kenyon Nicholson and Theron 
Bamberger, who last Saturday night 
(14) closed their first season as opera- 
ters of the Bucks County playhouse 
here, will have the house again next 
summer, probably offering another 
13-week schedule. They’ve not only 


made a modest profit on their first | 
year of operation, but have pleased | 


the stockholders, who were disgusted 
with conditions last year, 
atre’s first. 

First real click was with ‘Yes, My 
Darling Daughter’ the fourth week. 
Top business for the season (ex- 
clusive of this week’s offering of Joe 
EK. Brown in ‘The Show-Off’) 


was 
with Pauline Lord in ‘The Late 
Christopher Bean,’ almost capacity 


for the week. That was a surprise 
click, as it had been figured that the 
extensive little theatre and _ school 
production of the show would crifhp 
it for the professional theatre. With 
a capacity of 422 seats and a top of 
$1.65 ($2.20 Saturday nights), the 


house can gross about $4,100 weekly. ! 


Although ne reduction was offered 
to subscribers, nearly 100 regular pa- 
trons paid in 
seats for series of six shows, even 
though the actual plays hadn’t been 
announced. Virtually all likewise 
bought and paid for in advance for 
the next six shows. 

Remarkable angle on the 
click was the fact that the 
operated without big names. Joe E. 
Brown this week and Miss Lord in 
‘Christopher Bean’ were the 
stars. But unlike most strawhats 
which depended on a succession of 
such guest stars as Tallulah Bank- 
1ead, Jane Cowl, Ina Claire, Ethel 
Barrymore and Ruth Chatterton, 
Bucks County used a resident stock 
company with Louis Calhern as top 
name, 

Stockholders of the theatre, who 
include some of the leading residents 


trying to work out an as-yet vague 


plan to operate the spot on an all- | 


year basis. Nicholson and Bam- 
berger would presumably take over 
operation during the summer, with 
several local people in charge the 
rest of the year. Year-round opera- 
tion is admittedly too tough to be 
attempted this year. But according 
to present tentative plans at least a 
modest start may be made in the 
fall of 1941. 


Iris | 
Wayne and Janis Williams—are in| 


the the- 


advance for reserved | 


season | 
spot | 


oniy | 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of Sert. 16) 


‘Boys and Girls Together 
Wynn)—Shubert, Boston. 
‘Charlot’s Revue’ (all-name cast— 
for British War 
| Capitan, Hollywood (20-21). 
| ‘George Washington Slept Here’— 
Auditorium, 


(Ed 


' Bushnell 
Conn, (21). 


‘Life with Father’ (Liilian Gish oe Gd 


Blackstone, Chicago. 


Relief fund)—El | 


Hartford, | py. 


| ‘Little Foxes’ (Tallulah Bankhead) | 
been since the show opened in De-| 


—Community, Hershey, Pa. (16); 
|Karlton, Williamsport, Pa. (17); 
|Shea, Bradford, Pa. (18); Shea, | 
| Jamestown, N. Y. (19); Colonial, 


| Akron (20); Park, Youngstown (21). 
| ‘Male Animal’ (Elliott Nugent)— 
Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Man Who Came ta Dinner’ (Clif- 
ton Webb)-—Cass, Detroit. 


| Plays Out of Town 





Zone of Quiet 
Cleveland, Sept. 7. 


Farce in three acts (six scenes) by Leon 
Fi. Dembo; staged by Eleanor Van Hoesen; 
presented at Hanma theatre, Cleveland, Sept, 
D "40, 

Fabry 


tee whose Junior League daughter js 
doing volunteer ward duty to be near 
him. Neither gag works, but the 
payoff that reinstates the two kids 
comes when the dignified supe and 
his g.f. are found petting hot and 
heavy under a hospital bed. That's 





TO, TIOMIB « oo 0000 0666606005< Frank Stringer ; Saat ane 
1 De, TRAYMOTOS. cccccccsececeeses Joseph Robb the liveliest scene of the lot. 
LOVSON...ceeseeseeecees-> Louis Brooks} What this comedy vitally needs js 
| Vor, TAMd. 2... eee e ee ee reese Daniel Stevhens’ terse characterizations and a staccato 
Dr. JACKAON....cccscsccseccces John Blazier | cs aor Abbott-like t : ; 
Dr. Winslow.............-.-..Gene Jeroske |“ ge ott-llke tempo in direc. 
ee So eas Serer Ray Weeks| tion, plus a play doctor. Gene Je- 
SS race Richard Walters; roske, in part of hard-to-get intern 
2 ' e 
oh lauaieahentonteieteace: ‘Alvin’ Alten | Chased by the deb, offers a profes- 
ORR ccavesesssttenten james Morrison | Sional piece of work. Others look 
Rh... 2... SRP panes ee more like college sophomores than 
PGORO CORTE. ccc ccescrsces Ronnie Walter i 
Miss Howard.......... Eleanor Van Hoesen medicos. Pullen, 
Pewewer COMmine. «0+ 6600044068260 Paul Micale 
PUPOROUROR, 6. 00 06505006004 u0n Res Peter Doyle 
{ Etizabeth Walters 
ROUGE nek ertkensesanse 1 Miriam Callaghan SHIP IN ZION 


.... Evelyn Fuerst 





‘Meet the People’—Ceary, San)! 
Francisco. ' Leon H. Dembo, Cleveland medico 
| ‘Meet the People’-—Music Box,|who turned playwright, followed 
Hollyweod. | routine traditions by writing a hos- 
Re a Needles’—Locust, Phila- pital vley for his first, but he doesn’t 
= ” stay in the rut long. Instead of treat- 
[—_ Om Uce FE. Brown)—| ins, subject seriously, his ‘Zone of 

ow ‘* es 


Brighton, Brighton Beach, N. Y. 
‘Skylark’ (Gertrude Lawrence)— 
| Technical Highschool, Omaha 
‘Orpheum Sioux City (17); Shrine, 
| Des Moines (18); Lyceum, Minneap- 
Olis (19-21). 

‘Time of Your Life’ (Eddie Dow- 
| ling)—Maplewood, Maplewood, N. J. 
| ‘fobacce Read’ (John Barton)— 
Erlanger, Buffalo. 
| “Toe Many Girls’—Grand Opera 
House, Chicago. 
| ‘Ship of Zion’—Mayan, 
| geles. 


Los 





U. S. Actress 


Continued from page 41 














‘residents. A character man, Ray 
| Adams, is a high official with the 
Mexican telephone company. One 
member was the wife of the Spanish 
'stage director at the Teatro Ideal. 
|Only one American actress, Jeanne 
| Washburne, had ever been ‘imported’ 
| (Le. fare paid) from New York by 
| Wagner. Being strictly on her own 
;} and on a weekly salary that the aver- 
| age tourist spends here in a day, Miss 
|Tregob (billed here as Lilli Trivos) 
| has resourcefully supported herself 
{in that manner of making a little go 
la long way, for which young Amer- 
| ican legit actresses are famous. 

| Now with the conclusion of the 
| English season (Wagner also has a 


Spanish season), Miss Tregob is leav- , 


| ing Mexico City to live with a Mexi- 
| can family in a remote village in 
order to learn Spanish. She has a 
possible chance to appear in a Mexi- 
/can motion picture later in 1940. She 
hopes, should that materialize, that 
some film scout might see her as a 
promising character actress ma- 
terial. 

| The legit actress’ eternal hope of 
| being ‘discovered’ or ‘scouted’ is not 


|}dead even on the Avenida Juarez. 
Miss Tregob and her colleagues 
were spiritually crushed when Gil- 
mour Brown from the Pasadena 
(Cal.) Playhouse suddenly switched 
his plans and went to Taxco, the 
mountain resort, instead of to the! 


Pan-American performance not long 
ago. 





Sunday Legit 


Continued from page 4! 





| Coast will not particularly figure in 
| the voting. 

| The California vote is not as im- 
portant as formerly because last sea- 
| son around 900 members occupied in 
the studios applied for and received 
honorable withdrawal cards, making 
them ineligible to ballot. There are 
between 500 and 700 on the Coast 
| who are in good standing, but the 
| matter of Sundays is not expected 
to interest them, most of that group 
may not even bother to cast their 
votes. 

Equity originally blocked Sundays 
|on Broadway by exacting double pay, 
iso that the present attitude is a 
complete change of front. Stage- 
hands followed suit, but said they 
only did so because of Equity’s move. 
Over a period of time the managers 
(League cf New York Theatres) put 
Sundays up to the deckhands and 


| that such performances would aid 
|; employment, both unions assented 
| to regular pay provided Equity peo- 
ple would do likewise. That is the 
| point the membership will vote upon, 
A number of shows have tried Sun- 
days, but it has been quickly dis- 
cerned that double pay nullified the 
state law because of the added ex- 
pense. Those who conceived the 
idea of boosting the pay for Sun- 
days are not active in Equity rv>s- 
ently. 





. 


(16); | 


Quiet’ becomes a rowdy, rather un- 
orthodox travesty on the boys and 
girls in white. 

Crowd at local preem showed signs 


‘of enjoyment, but reactions were not 


An- | 


an accurate key of show’s values, 
since first-nighters were predomi- 
nantly medicos in a friendly mood. 
Performance ran to midnight, due to 
slow timing of amateur cest, which 
was too inexperienced to do it jus- 
tice. Additionally, several characters 
as well as a half-hour of paddied 
conversation could be eliminated. 
Best about farce is its crisp, fresh 
dialog, which carries plenty of good 
laughs. There’s also some daffy cli- 


‘maxes steeped in breezy ribald hu- 


} 
| 
} 


jtrying to 


mor, but too many windy passages 
take the edge off. ~ 

Student-doctors and  apprentice- 
nurses are impudently shown witn 
their hair down, getting caught in 
necking parties, shooting craps or at 
boozing sessions by a sour-faced hos- 
pital superintendent. A strict disci- 


nlinarian, he bounces a young couple | 


found petting in the babies’ dispen- 
sary. 

Their sympathetic staff friends— 
nine internes and four nurses—get 
together to have them reinstated by 
frame the hospital 
One young 


| sweetie, a hatchet-faced supervisor of 


C |musicians union, and on the theory | 
of this wealthy ‘art colony,’ are now 


nurses’ depi., stinko in a nitery to 
make her use her influence. An- 
other lad high-pressures a rich trus- 





Legit Cues 








Leonard J. Potter and Ronald T. 


Hammond, co-operators of the Stony | 


Creek, Conn., strawhat this summer, 
| have opened a production office in 
New York and hope to present on 
Broadway at least one of the three 


new plays they tried out during the | 


summet1 Shows include ‘She Ate 
Her Cake,’ ‘They That Love Best’ 
and ‘The Adam Family.’ 


Sinclair Lewis, who has a new 
play ready for production, has told 
friends he’s ‘retired’ as an actor. 
Novelist toured last season in 


strawhat 
summers. 


appearances the last two 


Al Simon and Wayne Lawrence 
have co-authored a comedy, ‘Full 
House.” Simon is press agent 
WHN, New York, and Lawrence 
wrote ‘Decently Indecent’ and other 
plays. 


Cy Grody, former treasurer of the | 


Nixon, Pittsburgh, and more recent- 
ly at the Granada, Cleveland 
named treasurer of Davidson thea- 


tre, Milwaukee, succeeding Don Lar- | 


son, resigned 


Edgar Selwyn and Lowell Burwell 
are negotiating in Hollywood for the 
autumn production on Broadway of 
the Selwyn play, ‘Prejudice,’ written 
two years ago. 
hat tryout at Dennis, Mass. 





Actor Boosts 


Continued from page 41 





are registered. That proposal was 
given little consideration. 

At the managerial-Equity confab 
the showmen displayed further in- 


terest in financing a new drive to/! 
‘organize audiences’ to attract subur- | 


banites to Broadway. They want a 
practical plan worked out, however, 
before setting aside fresh coin for 
the project. Last season the at- 
tempts on varying outlying com- 


|; munities to arouse interest in thea- 


tre-going met with little or no suc- 
cess. League had set aside $2,500 
for the campaign and it was all ex- 


| pended. 


head. i 
medico gets the supe’s | 


his | 
‘Angela Is 22’ and has made several | 


for | 


Drama had a straw- | 


Los Angeles, Sept. 11, 


Volk play in three acts by Zack Williams: 
presented and staged by Clarence Muse; 
music interpolations, I:lliott Carpenter, 
Harry Carroll and DPauline Carroll: chore} 
direction, Willlam Wilkins. Principals: 
Zrck Williams, Florence O'Brien, Ernest 
Wilson. Nathan Curry, Stymie Beard, Rer-. 
nice Pilot, Edward Thompson. Opened at 
Mayan, Los Angeles, Sept. 11: $2:20 top. 





A serious effort is here afoot to 
duplicate the succes of Federal The- 
atre’s ‘Run Li’l Chillun,’ which had 
the longest run of any Negro show 
in domestic show history. The com- 
parison ends with the effort. 

In overwhelming numbers are 
Negro players scattered over the 
stage. At the launching of ‘Ship of 
Zion’ the staging was sloppy and the 
performances too faintly etched. If 
the barge that’s to take them all to 
heaven ever gets out of port it will 
have stormy sailing. 

Play is given over largely to the 
chanting of spirituals, foot-stomping, 
handclapping and other antics of the 
camp meeting. Only a thread of a 
story runs through the play, but it is 
lost in the constant raising of voices 
en masse Second and third acts are 
dominated by the gosnel singers, 
with little trace of the story remain- 
ing. Opening act is given over to 
sinful carousing in a dive, which the 
church brethren try to break un. In 
the end the sinners are all converted 
to the faith, and the 100, more or less, 
voices shout and sing the praises of 
glory. 

None in the cast rises above an 
ordinary performance. The play doc- 
|tors will have to be called in pronto 
lif any kind of a run is anticivated. 
It's much too thin theatricollv to 
lure the payees. Helm. 





‘Deny Giannini Bankroll 
Reopening Tivoli, S. F. 


San Francisco, Sept. 17. 
Long-dark Tivoli Opera House, 
undergoing complete overhaul to re- 
|light Sept. 30 with new Civie Opera 
Guild production of ‘The Enchanted 


| Well.” A. P. Giannini reported to be 
{angel for the venture, but this is 
denied by Frederick Carroll, direc- 


tor of the production, who also will 
| conduct 30-piece symphony orchestra 
in pit. According to Carroll, who 
has previously presented one-day 
concerts ia the house, group of eight 
is putting up coin, but identities of 
octet are being kept dark. 
‘Enchanted Well,’ which will in- 
troduce 25 new compositions, is work 
of Luigi Sbrana, who wants it un- 
derstood he was born in Tunisia. 
Music is his hobby, composer being 


prominent local attorney in public 
life. Plans call for two weeks at 
Tivoli, after which company will 


move to Los Angeles for fortnight’s 
| Stand. If initial venture clicks, 
| ‘Chocolate Soldier’ will follow. 

Tivoli, which is owned by Mrs. 
William Leahy, has story-book his- 
| tory, present edifice being fourth 
| Tivoli in a line founded in the °70s 
In the early days, patrons got ‘Pina- 
fore’ and beer for two-bits. Third 
Tivoli, which was destroyed by fire 
|in 1906, saw the American debut of 
Tetrazzini in ‘Rigoletto.’ 





Lull Hits Agcys 


Continued from page 41 


Bernstein in N. Y. supreme court 
have disclosed that he will hand 
down a 12-page opinion tomorrow 
(Thursday) in the suit of seven 
| ticket brokers against License Com- 
| missioner Paul Moss and Police 
| Commissioner Lewis J. Valentine. 

| The brokers are battling a law 
| which holds them to a 75c increase 
| on any ticket, regardless of its price, 
which they might resell to the pub- 
lic. Case was argued in court over 
a month ago, with the judge ponder- 
ing his decision since then. No hint 
| as to which way the decision is going 
| could be gleaned. 

| Sam Mayer, associated. with Sam 
| Beckhart for many years, is enter- 
| ing the Joey Deutsch agency. Beck- 
hart suspended his agency last 
; Spring and has been associated wit’ 


| Supreme. 
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Lambertson Vows Continued Attack 
On Equity’s ‘Reds; Dies Committee 


Half Interested 


——-— 4 


Washington, Sept. 17. 
Continued attack on Actors’ Equity 
Association for alleged ‘communistic 
leanings’ of certain of its members 
was promised yesterday (Monday) 
by Representative William P. Lam- 
bertson, Kansas Republican. 


Barrage against Paul Dullzell, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the group; Hoyt 
Haddock, who holds the same posi- 
tion with the American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists; Alan Hewitt and Philip 
Loeb, members of the Equity Coun- 
cil; Edith Van Cleve and numerous 
other members of Equity and AGVA 
was loosed by Lambertson in the 
Congressional Record last Wednes- 
day (11). There will be ‘one more 
insertion’ in the Record, within the 
next fortnight, Lambertson promised 
this week. 

Investigation of alleged commu- 
nistic activities of numerous Equity 
highlights is being requested of the 
Dies Committee by the Kansas solon. 
The special House group investigat- 
ing un-American activities already is 
‘half interested’ in a formal probe of 
the stage associations, Lambertson 
told Variety, and airing of additional 
evidence is expected to turn the com- 
mittee’s interest directly upon the 
dissension which has arisen within 
the groups themselves. 


Lambertson mentioned especially 
the fuss which occurred when a 
small faction of Equity’s membership 
resented a drive for the benefit of 
war-stricken Finland last January. 
Also the support of a _ resolution 
(turned down by Paul Turner, Equity 
council, and Frank Gilmore, presi- 
dent emeritus) committing the asso- 
ciation to ‘non-participation in any 
aspect of the war, or preparation for 
it, which was backed by Robert 
Reed, Harold Bolton, Loeb and 
Hewitt 

Lambertson made public a letter, 
written to Hewitt last August in 
which he stated that he ‘would be 
interested to learn’ why Hewitt 
voted to ‘besmirch the name of your 
organization by recording it in favor 
of an obviously Moscow-inspired 
resolution.’ 

Explanation Welcomed 

Any explanation of Hewitt’s mo- 
tives will be welcomed and placed in 
the Congressional Record, Lambert- 
son said, but to date he has received 
no answer to his letter. Edith Van 
Cleve, he said, ‘has sent me no de- 
nial of my charge of communistic 
leanings.’ The Kansas legislator said 
that both individuals, in his belief, 
‘are what the Communists them- 
selves call professional stooges.’ 

Lambertson published a letter dated 
Aug. 7, received from Dullizell, in 
which the Equity aménuensis ex- 
plained that, on advice of the asso- 
ciation’s legal department, it had 
been decided that ‘material you re- 
quested to be printed’ had been left 
out of Equity magazine because of 
fears that...we may be held account- 
able for it in an action for publishing 
libelous matter.’ To this Lambertson 
replied that: 

‘In view of the fact that my state- 
ments were published in the New 
York Times, the New Yorld Herald 
Tribune, Varitery and many other 
newspapers and periodicals, the de- 
cision puzzles and interests me. Ap- 
parently your magazine Equity is the 


in Stage Union Quiz 


COAST FORUM BOOKS 
JANE COWL, OTHERS 


Los Angeles, Sept. 17. 
Jane Cowl, Eleanor Roosevelt and 
Eve Curie are among the notables 
signed by the Modern Forum for its 
1940-41 series at the Philharmonic 
Auditorium. Season opens Oct. 4 
with a lecture by’ Clifton Fadiman. 
Othérs on the lecture list are David 
Seabury, psychologist; Sigrid Undset, 
Norwegian novelist; James Hilton, 
author; Philip Guedalla, historian; 
H. R. Knickerbocker, war corre- 
spondent; Pierre van Paasen, writer; 
Edward Tomlinson, authority on 
South America; Will Durant, philos- 
opher, and Mortimer Adler, Univer- 
sity of Chicago professor. 


Outlook Nifty 
For Milwaukee 
Legit Season 


Milwaukee, Sept. 17. 

With more and earlier legit book- 
ings than for several years past, 
Managers Anthony Thenee, of the 
Davison (UBO), and Alfred Kohler, 
of the Pabst (Indie), are both high- | 
ly optimistic over the outlook for 
the new season. Early ticket buy- 
ing and season reservations are far 
ahead of any in recent years, while 
increased business in the picture 
houses, both downtown and nabes, 
is regarded as an indication that 
local show biz is in for a lucrative | 
spell, . | 

Milwaukee, an industrial city, has 
many of its big manufacturing 
plants loaded with war orders, and 
so the amusement business is already 

















the unemployment situation. 
Actual opening of the local season 
will take place at the Davidson Sept. 


beginning to feel the easing up of| 


' Shows in Rehearsal 


*Iwelfth Night’—Theatre Guild. 


‘It Happened on Ice’ (‘Hot Ice’)— 
Sonja Henie, Arthur M. Wirtz. 

‘Little Joe’ — Al Lewis, Vinton 
Freediey, Martin Beck. 

‘Second Helping’—Walter Batche- 
lor, Monte Proser, 

‘Boyd’s Shop’—Shuberts, Schmid- 
lapp, Gaites. 

‘Panama Hattie’—Buddy de Sylva. 

‘Journey te Jerusalem’ — Play- 
wrights, 

‘The Big Story’—Gilbert Miller. 

‘George Washington Slept Here’— 
Sam H. Harris. 

‘Philadelphia Stery’ (road)—The- 
atre Guild. 

‘Life With Father’ (Boston Co.)— 
Oscar Serlin. 

Gilbert and Sullivan rep.—Joseph 
S. Daltry. 
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Boston, Sept. 17. 

All boxoffice lines lead to Ed 
Wynn's ‘Boys and Girls Together,’ 
drawing standee biz all last week, 
and holding for a third stanza. 
‘Johnny Belinda’ drew tepid trade 
in a one-week tryout. 

Coming shows include ‘Twelfth 
Night’ with Helen Hayes and Maur-. 
ice Evans, Oct. 21, Colonial; ‘Pins 
and Needles,’ Oct. 14, Plymouth, 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Boys and Girls Together,’ Shubert 
(2d wk) (1,590; $3.30). Socko biz 
after a flock of rave notices. Rela- 
tively few changes since preem, but 
running time down to an 11:15 
break; $25,000 for second week. 

‘Johnny Belinda,’ Wilbur (1,227; 
$2.75). Never got to first base, draw- 
ing seedy notices. Took around 
$4,000 in single frame. 


SHUBERTS’ INJUNCTION 
SUIT VS. RAE & DAVIS 


Application for a temporary in- 
junction revealed suit of Operatic 
Festival, Inc., in N. Y. supreme court 
| Friday (13), against Nan Rae and 
Maude Davis, comediennes. Plain- 
tiff corporation, a subsidiary of the 
Shuberts, claims the defendants are 
seeking to breach an employment 
contract. 

It is claimed that on Sept. 14, 1939, 
a contract was entered into whereby 











26 when Gertrude Lawrence in ‘Sky- | the defendants were employed at 


John Barrymore in ‘My Dear Chil- 
dren,’ Tallulah Bankhead in ‘Little 
Foxes,’ Clifton Webb in ‘Man Who 
Came to Dinner’ and the perennial 
‘Tobacco Road.’ 

Shows booked for the Pabst at this 
time include Alfred Lunt and Lynn 
Fontanne in ‘There Shall Be No| 
Night,’ and four Theatre Guild plays, 


| 1940, 


lark’ comes in for three days, to be | $200 weekly at a guarantee of 20 
followed in the next few weeks by | weeks yearly. 


An option was taken 
for succeeding years at the ratio of 
$300, $400, $500 and $750 for suc- 
cessive years. The defendants were 
employed in the ‘Straw Hat Revue’ 
from September, 1939, to December, 
1939, in the ‘Folies Bergere’ from 
December, 1939, to April, 1940, and 
in ‘Keep Off the Grass’ from April, 
to June, 1940. It is claimed 


‘The Time of Your Life,’ Katharine| that the services of the defendants 


’ 


Hepburn in ‘Philadelphia Story, 
Helen Hayes in ‘Twelfth Night’ and 
another play to be announced later. 





New Haven, Sept. 17. 

Shubert lifts the legit lid Sept. 23 
with the new Kaufman-Hart ‘George | 
Washington Slept Here’ in for three 
days. House has lined up an am- 
bitious sked, with break-in of Buddy 
de SY%lva-Cole Porter musical, 
‘Panama Hattie,’ set to follow ‘Wash- 
ington. Helen Hayes preem of 





only publication which fears to men- 
tion in print the names of your coun- 
cil members I have charged with 
communism. This seems very strange 
indeed.’ 

Receiving no reply to several let- 
ters which he wrote to Equity offi- 
cials, Lambertson wrote to ‘another’ 
individual, who later complained that 
the Congressman’s letter had been 
forwarded to his hotel and, ‘strange 
to say, it had been opened.’ The 
anonymous writer of this letter re- 
quested that other correspondence 
should be sent ‘to my home address.’ 

Haddock Denial 

Flat-footed denial from Hoyt Had- 
dock, of AGVA, that he was a Com- 
munist, a Communist sympathizer or 
a former CIO organizer, was placed 
In the record by Lambertson, to- 
8ether with a long quotation from 
the testimony of a witness who ap- 
peared before the Dies Committee 


and stated that Haddock had been | 


‘former president of the American 


‘Twelfth Night’ also due. Announced 
| list includes practically everything 
| available for the road, plus a list of 
| tryouts. House had its best season 
in years last semester, with 1] break- 
ins putting the town back in its 
former favored spot as a tryout town. 

Theatre Guild has been nego- 
tiating to take on a list of sub- 
scribers here, but nothing definite as 
yet. Majority of the Guild’s plays in 
past couple of seasons have bowed 
in here, 


—_—_—_ — 


Toledo’s Oct. 7 Debut | 
Toledo, O., Sept. 17. 

Mrs. Flora Ward Hineline, local | 
sponsor of legitimate shows, has an- | 
nounced local schedule, which be- | 
gins much earlier than in former 
years: Oct. 7, Gertrude Lawrence in | 
‘Skylark’; Nov. 7, Katharine Hep- | 
burn in ‘Philadelphia Story’; Dec. 9, 
Clifton Webb in ‘Man Who Came to 
Dinner’: Jan. 9, John Barrymore in 
‘My Dear Children’ (if he tours); 





‘Washington’ Debuts New Haven | peared at 
| more. 


| lyn, 


Radio Telegraphists’ Association, and | Jan. 13, Eddie Dowling and Julie 
a member of the Communist Party.’ |Hayden in ‘Time of Your Life’; 
‘I recruited him (Haddock) into | March 24, Lynn Fontanne and Alfred 
the Communist party myself years ‘Lunt in ‘There Shall Be No Night. 
480, and he is at present still a Com- | 
(Continued on page 44) } 


Two other offerings tentatively 
(Continued on page 44) 


cannot be duplicated, and that in 


| July they served notice on Operatic 
i that they were caricelling the con- 


subsequently ap- 
the Hippodrome, Balti- 
Suit seeks a permanent in- 
junction to prevent the defendants 
from working fer any one but the 
plaintiff. 


tract and have 





Misrouting of Scenery 
Cancels Buffalo ‘Road’ 


Buffalo, Sept. 17. 


Opening performance of “Tobacco 
Road,’ featuring John Barton, at the 
Erlanger here last night (Monday) 
was cancelled due to misrouting of 
scenery and equipment from Brook- 
where show closed Saturday 
night (14). Cast and crew arriving 
here failed to find car, which was 
finally loeated in New York but too 


jlate for shipment and setting here. 


All tickets exchanged for later per- 
formances. 





St. Loo Muny Opera 
$15,000 in the Red 


St. Louis, Sept. 17. 
Twenty second season (13 weeks) 
of municipal opera in the Forest 


Hats’ $20,000 in 


Weather Favors Bway Legit Biz; 


Ist 5 Showings: 


‘Jupiter’ Sad $4,000 in Ist Week 





WEBB-‘DINNER’ HOT 
16G IN 1ST, DETROIT 


Detroit, Sept. 17. 

Settled down for at least a four- 
week run, ‘The Man Who Came to 
Dinner’ has launched the drama sea- 
son at the Cass here. Did big $16,- 
000 last week, its first. Company 
with Clifton Webb and Diana (Doris) 
Dalton, latter known to plenty here 
due to her run in local stock and at 
Ann Arbor’s drama festivals, got 





ress, ‘Dinner’ scaled at 75c mat- 
inees; $2.75 top nights. 

A livelier legitimate season than 
usual looms here this year, with the 
Wilson, dark most of the time the 
last few seasons, under lease to J. J. 
Shubert for a string of musical com- 
edies. At least four productions are 
on the string including many which 
never visited out this far because of 
transportation costs. 


‘Girls’ Paces Chi, 
176, Father Nifty 
$14,500, ‘Male’ 106 


Chicago, Sept. 17. 

Town now has three shows, fol- 
lowing the opening of ‘Male Animal’ 
in the Selwyn last week. Show had 
a disappointing advance sale but on 
strong notices came through with a 
pretty good initial session and may 
stick around town for awhile. 

‘Too Many Girls,’ after a powerful 
start, settled down to a trot and is 
now slated to scram town Sept. 28, 
at least one week ahead of the orig- 
inal schedule. Upon vacating the 
Grand, the house will be taken over 
on the following night by ‘Meet the 
People,’ which moved its opening up 
a week. ' 

At the Blackstone, ‘Life With 
Father’ continues at its brilliant 
pace. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Life With Father,’ 
(30th week) (1,200; $2.75). Excellent 
throughout, by far the best boxoffice 
rating of the town, holding again to 
almost $14,500. 

‘Male Animal,’ Selwyn (ist week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Got away slowly but 
managed a respectable initial session 
at $10,000. Strong press and biz 
building. 

‘Too = Girls,’ Grand (2d week) 
(1,300; $3.30). Generally good word- 
of-mouth holding this one up well 
enough and took $17,000. 


PHILLY ACTIVITY SLOW; 
‘PINS’ SATISFIED, $8,500 


Philadelphia, Sept. 17. 

Philly’s highly touted pickup in 
legit activity hasn't been borne out 
in results so far, and hopes for the 
40-41 season must still be written 
down in the books as ‘possibilities.’ 
Even the local theatre crix have be- 
gun to complain over treatment of 
the city by bookers, especially in 
view of sensational biz done by Al 














| Jolson’s ‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ first | 


| 


ishow in. Crix criticized emphat- 
lically cutting down of forthcoming 


|engagement of Ed Wynn’s ‘Boys and | 
| 


|Girls Together’ to single week. 

| At current writing, situash is like 
ithis. ‘Pins and Needles’ is now in its 
|second and final stanza at the Locust, 
| which has nothing definitely listed to 
|follow. Forrest, dark this week, gets 
ithe delayed Ed Wynn show next 
| Monday (23) and then a single week’s 
‘return visit of Katharine Hepburn 
'in “The Philadelphia Story.’ Same 
|house is listed for Helen Hayes’ re- 
ivival of “Twelfth Night,’ but that 
won’t be until Nov. 4. In other 
words, October looks like a pretty 
blank month from the legit stand- 
point, now that ‘Separate Rooms’ 
management has decided to keep it 
in N. Y. ‘Time of Your Life’ is a 
possibility, with ‘Ladies in Retire- 
ment’ mentioned but unlikely soon. 





lin’s ‘The Great Dictator’ 


plenty of friendly reception in the | $29 


Estimates for Last Week 
Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama). BR 
(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), O 
(Operetta). 





‘Dubarry Was a Lady,” 46th Si. 
(41st week) (M-1,375; $4.40). Perked 
up again and 0bettered $21,000; 
weather continues to favor the box- 
offices; house’s next attraction, ‘Pa- 
nama Hattie’; ‘DuBarry’ may move. 


‘Helizapoppin,’ Winter Garden 
(104th week) (R-1,671; $3.30. Plans 
are for long-running laugh revue to 
continue through a third season; 

‘Held ‘On to Your Hats,’ Shubert 
(ist week) (M-1,405; $440). New 
musical looks like seocko success; 
$20,000 in five times with aid of an 
$8.80 eas es: pointing to $29,- 
060 this wee 

‘Johnny Belinda,’ Belasco (D-1,000; 
$3.30). Presented by Harry Wag- 
staff Gribble: written by Elmer Har- 
ris; first called ‘The Inner Silence’: 
er tonight (18); only debut this 
week. 


‘Jupiter Laughs,’ Biltmore (1st 
week) (D-991; $3.30). After mild no- 
tices business was slim; went into 
cut rates with idea of staying, how- 
ever; rated around $4,000. 


‘Life With Father,’ Empire (45th 
week) (C-1,095; $3.30). Top laugh 
show last season expected to play 
through new season; now ending 
10th month; close to $19,000 again. 
| ‘Leuisiana Purchase,’ Imperial 

(16th week) (M-1,450; $4.40). Holds 
its premier position as top grosser on 
list; also looks set through new sea- 
son; topped $34,000. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (48th week) (C-1,102; $3.30). 
Holds excellent pace to goodly profit; 
$16,000 again, better than previous 
week, when an extra matinee (Labor 
Day) was played. 


‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (25th 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Now figured 
to play through the fall; improved to 
| $10,000; agencies selling fair number 
of tickets; reaches half-year mark 


next week. 


‘There Shall Be Ne Night,’ Aivin 
| (16th week) (D-1,434; $3.30). Re- 
| sumed engagement excellently; 
around $17,000; will continue twe 
/ months before starting long tour. 
Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (280th 
week) (C-1,107; $1.10). Seats on sale 
through next week, but engagement 








Blackstone | likely to extend beyond then; quoted 


| not far from $5,000; plenty fer this 
attraction. 
REVIVAL 

‘Kind Lady,’ Playhouse (2d week) 
(CD-865; $3.30). Topped $10,000 the 
| Second week, and management ex- 
| pectant of a run; also inspires other 
|showmen to plan revivals, several 
| being slated now. 

ADDED 

‘Sim Bala Bim,’ Morosco (1st week) 
(939; $2.75). Harry A. Jansen’s magic 
show, he using the name of Dante, as 
he did abroad; highly regarded; 
topped $6,000 in first eight times, 
which is good money at the scale; 
| with Sunday night (15) performance, 
| added takings should materially in- 
| crease this week. 


Sue L.A. Light Opera 
Co. for Back Royaliy 


A suit by Century Library, Inc. 
against the Los Angeles Civic Light 
Opera Assn., and Edwin Lester, its 
former manager, was revealed Fri- 
day (13) in N. Y. supreme court 
when the Opera Assn. applied for 
| dismissal of service on itself, claim- 
ing that Lester was served in N. Y. 
and he no longer is affiliated with 
it. Action claims royalties amount- 
| ing to $3,800. 

The royalties are claimed due on 
| last season’s presentation of four 








| 
| 
| 





weeks of operetta at the Phil- 
|harmonic Stadium, Los Angeles. 
|Operettas involved are ‘Land of 


| Smiles,’ two weeks, $2,500; ‘Countess 
| Maritza,’ one week, $800; and $500 for 
breach of contract. 





‘Ethel Barrymore Show 
Poor $4,500, Montreal 


: Montreal, Sept. 17. 
Legit opened here to fair biz with 





Late rumors have Charlie Chap- | Ethel Barrymore in ‘School for Scan 
coming | dal’ at His Majesty’s, six nights and@ 


Park al fresco playhouse, sponsored | into the Erlanger, indie legit, instead | two matinees, $1.50 top. 


by the 


grossed approximately $440,000. Sea-|town Warner houses. 


son was the most costly since 1930, 
ledgers showing an estimated loss of 
$15,000. 


Municipal Theatre Assn.,|0f Playing one of the regular down- 


_ However, no 
official concurrence either way. 


Preem Monday (9) had good 
house, but attendance fell off later in 
week, with gross coming out at 


‘Pins and Needles’ was under ex- | $4,500. 
pectations in first week at Locust,| Miss Barrymore talked over Cana- 


‘The Great Waltz,’ last piece of the | but claimed to be satisfied with $8,- | dian Marconi station CFCF Thurs- 


$48,000, 


receipts, 
71,000 


in b.o. 
tendance 


‘season, won the blue ribbon both | 500 at $2 top. Figures likely to jump °day (22) on behalf of the Canadian 
and at-|two or three grand this week with Red Cross drive for $5,000,000 which 


aid of local union parties. begins Sept. 23. 


Prams. 
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munist and the marine personnel 
manager for the Standard Oi] in 


now...’ Lambertson quoted the wit- 

ness as saying. 
Among other correspondence print- 

ed in almost seven pages of the Con- 


gressional Record were letters from | 


Helen Hayes, Tallulah Bankhead and 
other well-known stage stars. Lam- 
bertson also included a long reprint 
from Variery of July 24, carrying the 
account of the resignation of Dick 
Barclay, Ben Haskell and Fred Pi- 
sano, 

Correspondence received since last 
Wednesday, Lambertson told Va- 
RIETY, cannot be made public at the 
present time, but should be of par- 
ticular interest to the Dies Commit- 
tee. : . 

In Wednesday’s Record the legis- 
lator remarked that: - 

‘I have received denials of Com- 
munist affiliation from Messrs. Loeb, 
Heller, Sherman, Jaffe, and from 
Emily Marsh, and some interesting 
correspondence from the Theatre 
Arts Committee, I shall in the near 
future present these letters, together 
with a condensed account of my evi- 
dence as to the affiliations of these 
individuals and this organization, for 
the greater knowledge and education 
of the members of the Actors Equity 
Association. 

‘With other unions affiliated with 
the A. F. of L., such as the New York 
State Federation of Labor, Brother- 
hood of Railroad Signalmen, barring 
by forma] resolution Communists 
from seeking or holding office in 
those unions, it seems to me that 
Equity certainly should fall in line.’ 





Equity Awaits Inquiry 

Equity still awaits the sifting of 
Congressman Lambertson’s charges 
that six members of the council are 
Communists or favor the Reds. Sub- 
ject again cropped up at last week's 
council meeting when correspond- 
ence from the Kansan was read. 
There were argumentative fireworks 
for a time. It is the opinion of those 
who are anxious to clear the situ- 
ation that at least two of those 
named by Lambertson are either 
‘pinks’ or actually ‘tainted.’ 

In a letter from the legislator he 
threatened to print his communica- 
tions in the Congressional Record if 
Equity did not explain why his let- 
ters and chargés were not printed in 
Equity’s monthly magazine. It was 
brought out that after attorneys for 
Equity and affiliated stage unions 
had stated that printing the charges 
would open the way for libel pro- 
ceedings, four of those named in the 
charges refused to give Equity re- 
leases for possible damage actions, 

Testimeny Public Property 

If and when the Dies committee 

investigates the charges, the testi- 


Lambertson Still Lambasts 


continued from page 43 








advised. It appears that at least one 


‘Betty Field Due Back 


On Broadway in a Play 


Hollywood, Sept 17. 
Betty Field, currently on location 








lof his letters to Paul Dullzell, 


‘answered and that a reply to his let-| 
ter demanding the explanation was 
not received. Dullzell thereupon 
‘sent a copy of his answer by regis- 
tered mail. 

| One of the demands from Lambert- 
son was that Equity furnish him 
with its mailing list. This was re- 
‘fused on the grounds that no one 
| outside the association has ever been 
| given the list. Congressman’s evi- 
ident idea was to circularize the 
membership directly. 

Reliably reported that Congress- 
man Dies’ committee investigating 
un-Americanism will soon fix a date 
to investigate the allegations against 
Equityites. While Dies has not ex- 
pressed himself directly to Equity, 
he has been in touch with several 
councillors and Bert Lytell, Equity’s 
head. Clearly indicated that any de- 
lay on the part of Dies was occa- 
sioned by the pressure of investigat- 
ing other charges. 

From Washington it is stated that 
there is proof that the Theatre Arts 
Committee is definitely linked to the 
Communist party. TAC has been a 
bone of contention in Equity since 
it objected to benefits for Finnish 
relief. Quite a number of Equity- 
ites belong to that organization. 


Considerable Criticism 


There has been considerable criti- 
cism of Dies’ methods. Those if- 
vestigated are not permitted in the 
room until the committee is actually 
ready to question them, so they are 
not aware just what the charges are. 
Nor are any of those called by the 
committee allowed to introduce pre- 
pared statements of their positions. 
Explanation is that there is a change 
of procedure and statements tend 
to clutter up the Congressional Rec- 
ord. 

Lambertson has received a letter 
from Helen Hayes, along with other 
communications sent him since he 
declared that the Federal Theatre 
Project for stage relief was dropped 
because of Communistic activities. 
Miss Hayes expressed the hope that 
he would smoke out the Communists 
in the theatre. She was appalled by 
the charges and added: ‘If it is true, 
then of course I am behind you 
wholeheartedly in your battle to rid 
us of such a destructive force.’ Star 
wondered, however, if whether those 
named had not acted because of the 
‘unquestioning willingness to help 
the underdog,’ an outstanding virtue 
—or fault—of the profession. 

Lambertson replied: ‘Your obvious 
ignorance of the situation in your 
own organization, a situation which 
has existed for the last eight years, 
can only indicate an indifference on 
the part of American citizens which 
is frightening when we consider the 





mony will be public property and| fate of Austria, Spain and France.’ 
Equity proposes to use that material! His move has also been endorsed by 
in its monthly, so Lambertson was] Florence Reed and Tallulah Bank- 





head, 
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Repetition of Lambertson’s ‘Com- 
munist’ accusations against Equity 
members drew protest again yester- 
day (Tuesday) in theatrical circles 
in New York. His inclusion of Alan 
Hewitt and Edith Van Cleve in his 
charges was particularly assailed. 
Revealing that the Congressman’s 
letter, dated Aug. 28, had only 
reached him last week, Hewitt made 
public his reply, mailed Sept. 11. 


never was a member of or affiliated 
with any organiation or group. He 
called attention once more to the 
fact that he had helped arrange 
benefits for Finland, that a number 
of people of recognized standing and 
integrity in the theatre had pro- 
tested in his behalf. 

According to Hewitt, what Lam- 
bertson calls an ‘obviously Moscow- 
inspired resolution’ would merely 
have put Equity on record against 
war ‘just as senators Nye and 
Wheeler have been urging for the 
U.S.” In any case, Hewitt says, he 
did not vote in favor of the resolu- 
tion, but merely on the parliamen- 
tary grounds that the proposal was 
not out of order and should be sub- 
mitted to membership vote for 
Equity approval or disapproval. 

In the case of Miss Van Cleve, 
Lambertson’s assertion that she ‘has 
sent me no denial of my charge of | 
communistic leanings,’ is flatly de- | 
nied. Actress wired a denial and) 
demand for retraction at the time 
the Congressman’s accusations were 
first made public. Her telegram was 
printed in Variety and the dailies at 
that time. Neither Miss Van Cleve 











{nor Hewitt is regarded in theatrical 
| circles as having radical leanings. 





, ‘with Paramount's ‘Shepherd of the 
New York, working in that job | Equity’s executive secretary, was not) 


Hills’ troupe at Big Bears, will plane 
east immediately after shooting is 
completed, probably going right into 
rehearsal for a Broadway show. She 
has several parts on the fire, one be- 
ing the femme lead in Elmer Rice’s 
untitled new play, which the Play- 
wright’s Co. will produce. 

She had been mentioned for 
George Abbott's production of John 
Cecil Holm’s new comedy, ‘And One 
for the Lady,’ but revisions of the 
script are understood to be unsatis- 
factory, so the show has been in- 
definitely set back. 


’Waukee Outlook 


Continued from page 43 














scheduled are Tallulah Bankhead in 
‘The Little Foxes’ and ‘Life With 
Father.’ All productions are given 
in the Paramount, city’s largest 
house. 





K. C. Bows With ‘Skylark’ 
Kansas City, Sept. 17. 

Legit season opened here with Gert- 
rude Lawrence in ‘Skylark’ Friday 
and Saturday, Sept. 13 and 14. For- 
mation of the Kansas City Playgoers’ 
League is expected to guarantee au- 
diences for most complete season 
town has had since opening of the 
Music Hall in the municipal audi- 
torium, 

Organization ef the League began 
Sept. 3 and by last weekend mem- 
bership numbered fairly close to the 
expected 2,000 total. Membership in 
the league is acquired for $1, and 
entitles holder to choice of seats 
week before general sale and also to 
a 10% discount on tickets, 





Balto Subscriptions Up 
Baltimore, Sept. 17. 


Subscriptions for American The- 
atre Society—Theatre Guild reper- 
tory of six plays to be presented at 
Ford's has taken a considerable 
spurt with the announcement that 
the Maurice Evans-Helen Hayes 
‘Twelfth Night’ is one of the attrac- 
tions booked. Both stars have 
played to sock biz here before. 

Subscriber count last year was 3,- 
000. Well over 2,000 have already 
been chalked up for current season. 
John Little, Ford’s manager, and 
Bess Shriner, handling subscription, 
look for list well over 4,000 based 
on satisfactory reaction to last year’s 
plan, 








Actor reiterated that except for | 
Equity and AFRA he is not and 


Dayton’s Season 
Dayton, O., Sept. 17. 

‘Little Foxes,” with Tallulah 
Bankhead, at the Victory for mati- 
nee and night performance Sept. 25 
marks opening of local legit season. 

Contracted is Gertrude Lawrence 
in ‘Skylark’ Nov. 14. 

Additional theatre bookings are 
Katharine Hepburn in ‘The Phila- 
delphia Story,’ Nov. 5 and 6; Alfred 
Lunt and Lynn Fontanne in ‘There 
Shall Be No“Night,’ Dec. 2; Flora 
Robson in ‘Ladies in Retirement,’ 
Dec. 4; ‘The Man Who Came to Din- 
ner,” Dec. 11 and 12; ‘Pins and 
Needles,’ Jan. 8; ‘Time of Your 
Life,’ Jan. 16, and ‘Life With Father,’ 
no date scheduled as yet. 





Tibbeti’s Throat 


oC Ontinued from page 3 














|schedule will probably have to be 
| drastically revised, as it was being 
largely built around Tibbett, with 
two operas being revived specifically 
for him. 

Announced that the baritone must 
undergo a series of physiotherapeutic 
treatments. He could probably be 
ready to sing again in two months, 
it is asserted, but is taking four 
months off to avoid any risk. He in- 
tends resuming singing in January. 
He is able to sing normal tones with- 
out effort or pain, it is stated, but has 
trouble in enunciating certain con- 
sonant sounds. 

One of the biggest names in the 
concert field, Tibhett in the last few 
years has been regarded as at the 





peak of his career. He was esti- 
mated to have earned nearly $500,- 
000 season before last and to have 
topped that figure considerably last 
season. However, near the end of 
the concert season last spring he was 
forced to cancel several engagements 
in the midwest due to an attack of 
laryngitis, which was described at 
the time as only temporary. He was 
one of the founders and has been 


|San Francisco Opera, the company’s | 


a 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


Jill Esmond, English actress, who arrived in the U. S. several weeks ago 
with her four-year-old son, is making her permanent homie in this country 
She is currently living with Mrs. Emlyn Williams and the latter's two 
children at the Robert Montgomery farm near Brewster, N. Y. While 
here, Mrs. Williams is trying to arrange a Broadway production for her 
husband’s London success, ‘The Corn Is Green,’ Williams is in the British 
Army. 

Miss Esmond has had one or two offers for Broadway shows, but turned 
them down because she didn’t like the scripts. Although she has played 
the required 100 weeks in America, the period wasn’t completed until after 
Equity’s 1934 deadline, so she still comes under the alien actor restrictions 
Therefore, she cannot take a chance on a doubtful show, as she would 
have to wait six months before being eligible for another engagement 
Only loophole in the rule, the stipulation that actors who go back tg 
England after an American engagement are again eligible as soon as they 
return to the U. S., is now impractical, as it’s virtually impossible for actors 
to get to England and back. 

Actress has been active in films and radio in England, but not in the 
U. S. She is former wife of Laurence Olivier. 


One of the current refugée stories concerns Ernst Sacks, young Viennese, 
who is composing the score of a musical comedy which may reach the 
boards this season, 

Sacks left his homeland as leader of a student orchestra and toured the 
continent, landing in Paris, where he conducted a band and made records 
of American songs. Previously he played a saxophone but turned to the 
piano. 

Sacks left behind his young fiancee, whose kin conducted one of the 
leading cafes in Europe’s once-gay capital. Girl, who later managed to join 
him over here where they were married, was so distressed after the Ger- 
man invasion that she lost 20 pounds in that period, which she hag been 
unable to regain. Young wife had thought she never wanted to leave 
Vienna, but they now never expect to return. 

Sack’'s father is one of the crack eye specialists in Europe. 

















Frank Gillmore visits his office in the Equity building, where the quar. 
ters of the Associated Actors and Artistes of America were moved some 
weeks ago, but he rarely sees the present Equity leaders. One he has 
failed to see is Paul Dullzell, his chief aide when he was president of the 
association. Dullzell occupies the office formerly used by Gillmore. 

They are friendly during telephonic contacts, but ever since it was sug- 
gested that he take a salary slice as executive director of the Four A's, 
which he agreed to, Gillmore has been reserved in his relations with 
former associates. He no longer directs the Four A’s, but will receive 
salary for the duration of his contract, which has over two years to run. 





Fernando Wagner, founder-director of the so-called Pan-American 
(English-speaking) theatre in Mexico City which concluded its ‘season’ 
last week with ‘The Second Man’ by S. N. Behrman, is a German who 
speaks fluent English and Spanish. Although not much is known in 
Mexico City of his previous theatrical experience, Wagner is said to have 
once been active around Chicago. His influence with the Mexican officials, 
whose cooperation is indispensable, has been noted, as has his ability to 
crash through the manana complexities that often baffle would-be impre- 
sarios in Mexico. His wife, Victoria Griffith, in addition to playing with © 
the company, is a foremost Mexican dressmaker. 








Howard Stehle was abruptly replaced last week as assistant treasurer 
of the Morosco, N. Y., where ‘Sim Sala Bim’ (Harry A. Jansen), the much- 
talked-about magic show, is playing. The switch, which placed Doris 
Messrow in the job, was made day after the show opened without ap- 
parent reason, 

Under the treasurers’ union rules replacement may be made in boxoffices 
during the first week of the season. Thereafter the ticket staffs are sup- 
posed to remain intact unless there are letouts for cause. Morosco is ' 


——— by the Shuberts. Understood Stehle will be assigned to another 
eatre. 


12 pee 





Richard Whorf is designing the sets for ‘Old Acquaintance’ and, if it 
opens on time for him to be on hand to light it, for ‘Fledglings.’ He may 
also stage a new comedy of undisclosed title for John Krimsky. Latter 
assignment also depends on whether the show can be readied in time to 
open while Whortf is still in New York with ‘There Shall Be No Night.’ 
Whortf has a principal rote in ‘Night’ and also designed the sets for it. 


Drama reopened at the Alvin, N. Y., Sept. 9 and is due to go on the road 
after eight weeks, 





When Ezra Stone recently appeared at Ridgefield, Conn., for a week 
there of ‘What a Life’ he was mystified when a bouquet of three orchids 
was delivered to him on the first night. The 22-year-old comic found out 
that the management had a standing order for flowers, name players pre- 
ceding him at this summer theatre having been femmes, The order for 


the Stone week had not been cancelled because the management had for- 
gotten to do so. 


‘Louisiana Purchase,’ now in its 17th week on Broadway, has been on 
velvet the past fortnight, having paid off its $93,000 production cost. Of 
this, $83,000 represents the actual show nut and difference to Sam Goldwyn 
for Vera Zorina’s salary, which had to start on a certain date regardless of 
rehearsals, and a settlement with Hildegarde, who decided the role in- 
tended for her was not suited to her talents. 





George S. Kaufman turned his ankle slightly on the steps of the stage | 
entrance to the Lyceum, N. Y., where he was directing rehearsals of his 
and Moss Hart’s ‘George Washington Slept Here’. He said he couldn't | 
sue anyone about it, because he owns ‘a piece of the joint’. 

Authors are in the group headed by Sam H. Harris which recently 


bought the theatre. ‘Washington’ is starting tryout dates and is dated into 
the Lyceum Oct. 7, 





In Carl Sandburg’s biography on Lincoln is included a little known facet 
on the Great Emancipator and his fondness for the theatre. 
Lincoln is quoted as believing that the theatre is a place for enjoyment; 
comedy and farce should be played; tragedy should be read at home’, 





Irving Berlin and B. G. DeSylva will let their option lapse on ‘Ring of 
the Virgin,’ which they purchased last Oct. 26 via Dr. Edmond Pauker. 


Andrew Solt and Steve Bekeffy authored the play, which the producers 
planned to convert into a musical, 


Deere 








the only president of the American; with ‘Simon Boccanegra’ with Tib- 
Guild of Musical Artists and was re-| bett in the name role, this being the 
cently elected president of the Amer-| best of his characterizations, and the 
ican Federation of Radio Artists. As| first performance of the opera in 
AGMA head, he has been active the| California history. The baritone also 
last couple of months in the union’s} was counted on for ‘Girl of the 
jurisdictional dispute with James C.| Golden West,’ both operas being : 
Petrillo, of the American Federation; hard to cast and no apparent re- f 
of Musicians. placements available. 

Gaetano Merola, manager of the| Cancellation of the ‘Simon’ with a 
Los Angeles and San Francisco | substitution of ‘Don Pasquale’ with 
Opera Companies, flies to N. Y. this | Bidu Sayao, Tito Schipa and Salva- 
week to contact Edward Johnson,| tore Baccolini and the use of Rich- 
general manager of the Met, to!ard Bonelli in the Puccini thriller 


CUS eS IIE Bt ae, 








secure replacements for Tibbett.| are understood to be possibilities 
The Frisco season was due te open | now being discussed. 
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~ Broadway 


ie Small in town. | 

eur Reade, Jr., taking flying 

lessonT B. de Mille’s Bill Pine in 
a few days. 

town sor ait back after a month’s 
sojourn on the Coast. 

Wolly Lobel, of Hal Roach staff, 
vacationing in Connecticut. — 

Howard Dietz back from six-week 
visit to the Coast Metro studios, 

Charlie Williams in town a spell, 
a repatriate from the Hollywoods. 

Gracie Barrie going into the Club 
Pierre Oct. 14, following Milli Monti. 

Noel Madison, film player, dicker- 
jing a couple of Broadway legit 


s. 
onnitred Eltinge, secretary to Paul 
Dullzell at Equity, was formerly a 
ician. 
miGuite a few showfolk donating 
blood to the Allied War Relief. It’s 
a voluntary contribution. 

Republic cocktail l-partyed Roy 
Rogers, western star, at the Warwick 
hotel yesterday (Tuesday). : 

Ned Brown of the Edington-Vin- 
cent agency is in New York from 
the Coast for a two-week stay. 

Herbert Bayard Swope appointed 
an honorary member of the Turf 
Writers Association, which rarely so 


cts. 

r Charlie Weller, ex-trade news- 
paperman, in U. S. Veterans’ Hospi- 
tal, Bronx, N. Y., would like to hear 
from his friends. 

Joe Laurie, Jr., wears a William 
Jennings Bryan 1896 _ presidential 
button, just to duck all arguments. 
Bryan’s platform was ‘free silver.’ 

Thirteenth annual Paramount golf 
tourney will be held tomorrow 
(Thursday) on Adolph Zukor’s golf 
course. ar Pep Club handling de- 
tails. 

Charles S. Penson, with Universal’s 
publicity department some years ago, 
to Rio de Janeiro to make his home. 
Sails this week, his wife and baby 
accompanying. 

Vera Gilmer, a Harry Conover 
model, got the ‘modern cameo pro- 
file’ award in a Cecil B. de Mille- 
Lux tieup on artist Russell Patter- 
son's recommendation, 

Lincoln Dickey, recently in San 
Francisco supervising the Billy Rose 
Aquacade, back in N.Y. where he 
probably will remain until the 
windup of the N.Y. World’s Fair. 

Collier Young, Coast story ed of 
RKO, due in New York next month 
for confabs with Leda Bauer, eastern 
story head, and other h.o. execs. It’s 
Young’s first eastern trip since taking 
over the post. 

Joseph L. Macsalka, accountant 
with Paramount since March, 1926, 
is the first man at the home office to 
be called out for active service ig the 
National Guard. He’s a captain with 
the 7lst regiment, 44th Division. 

Al Jolson opened at the Shubert 
in ‘Hold On to Your Hats’ last 
Wednesday (11) and was at Aque- 
duct track next afternoon. His four- 
year-old adopted son arrived on a 
visit from the Coast to see his daddy 
on the stage for the first time. 


Australia 
By Erie Gorrick 





Gordon Ellis back from U. S. 
Williamson-Tait revived ‘Student 
Prince’ in Sydney. 


bourne for war funds, 
‘Lillian Russell’ 
poorly in Sydney for Hoyts. 


Government still refuses to grant | 


legit okay for ‘Till the Day I Die.’ 
una Park, Sydney, wound up with 
a small profit on year’s operations. 

Charles Munro joined pic industry 
board aiding government's war effort. 

Metro retitled ‘Gestapo’ to ‘Night 
Train to Munich’ for local playdates. 

Revival houses growing again in 
Sydney and Melbourne on long-run 
playdates. 

Shorts sponsored by the Canadian 
government will be distributed here 
by 20th-Fox, 

Greater Union Theatres bringing 
back ‘Pinocchio’ (RKO) for a third 
term in Sydney. 

Fred Blackman produced ‘The 
Housemaster’ (Bachelor Born’ in 
U.S.) in Melbourne. 

With increase in basic wage due 
Soon in New Zealand, pic moguls ex- 
pect a further biz build. 

‘voli loop planning revue similar 
to ‘Hellzapoppin* in this sector, with 

allace Parnell as producer. 

Gorgi Pasha, magician, and Uncle 
‘Ooms Gang, kiddie show, have been 
set by Hoyts for loop runaround. 
aramount will erect larger prem- 
Ses in Sydney shortly; 20th-Fox re- 
cently opened new layout same spot. 
operate Sorlie, _indie vaude-revue 
‘heen > a is stixing successfully 
si ‘snout Queensland with home- 

Ww talent. 
cleaineipal hits in Sydney have in- 
“sell pe Date’ (U), ‘Gunner 
Wife’ (RKO), ), and ‘My Favorite 
' Covent Garden Ballet, 
ne dates in U. S., is exnected to re- 
di n for another season under the 
rection of Williamson-Tait. 
do oo hed Gilmore, who hit high 
eearity here years ago in ‘Rio 
with ‘S presently playing Tivoli loop 

Anti moky’ Wells on two-a-day. 
will icipated here that Phil Reisman 

Ml boat here before year’s end to 
ys looksee at RKO’s activities, and 

4 elve into the frozen coin problem. 

ind’ (M-G) started a second-run 


after play- 


bid in Melbourne at the Liberty for 
Greater Union. Pic completed first- 
runs for Hoyts and Metro same spot. 

Sir Ben Fuller, in association with 
Grant Carroll, sending ‘Charley’s 
Aunt’ on a roadshow tour of New 
South Wales, with Charles Norman 
in lead. , 

Homebrew publishers imitating 
Esquire, Time, Satevepost and some 
pulpers as wholesale importation 
nixed by government to conserve 
dollars. 

Hillbilly Bob Dyer has had his 


Hoyts putting out half-hour air 
session nightly to boost own nabe at- 
tractions. 

Jenny Howard, Britisher, currently 
under contract to Tivoli loop, is also 
playdating twice-daily for Hoyts and 
airing once-weekly for the Austra- 
lian Broadcasting Commission. 

20th-Fox aired excerpts from ‘Lil- 
lian Russell’ over the Australian 
Broadcasting Commission’s network. 
Exhibs are strongly opposed to radio 
airings of pix in this territory. 

Cinesound has produced a _ short 
showing public how to act during an 
air-raid. Pic is being offered to all 
exhibs free. Government will pro- 
duce about 12 shorts for propaganda 
use throughout this territory. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Scandinavian films into Lyceum on 
weekends again. 


Carlos Molina and revue under- 
lined for Orpheum. 


Margaret and Lucille Riegert of 
Warner Bros, off for a Florida vaca- 
tion. 

State opening two hours earlier 
than usual during ‘Boom Town’ en- 
gagement. 

Ray Close, Pantages manager, back 
from Hollywood, where he was 
screen tested. 

Fred Strom, Northwest Allied ex- 
ecutive secretary, defeated in race 
for state lezislature. 


Peck Gomersall, Universal district 
manager, here to work on Minnesota 
Amus. Co. circuit deal. 

Twin City Variety Club resuming 
Saturday night open house enter- 
tainment festivities again. 


Theatrical bunch held 


fishing jaunt. 





Kansas City 


By John Quinn 





Pla-Mor ballroom opened fall sea- 
son with Segur Ellis band. 

Barney Joffee, Tower theatre chief, 
had his tonsils clipped and back on 
the job. 

New director for the Resident the- 
atre, local playhouse, is Dr. Ila 
Montyleff. 


the Terrace Grill after current week 
at Tower theatre. 


Four Franks, local vaude act, visit- 








ing the home folks before fulfilling 


Yehudi Menuhin concerted in Mel- be date in Topeka, 


Jack Dempsey stopped off a couple 


(20th) did very /of days to be third man in ring at ‘Hugh Findlay. 


Muny auditorium wrestling. 


George ‘Gabby’ Hayes, Republic 


| player, hosted by Bob Withers, of the 


| Republic exchange, on a brief visit. 


| Frank Tracy's ‘Three Cheers’ unit 


opened at Clarksburg, W. Va., with 
Ed Rickard and Mirth and Mack as 
last-minute additions 

John Pollack, in ahead of the Ger- 


trude Lawrence ‘Skylark’ company, | 


setting details of two-day stand with 
Jimmy Nixon of the Music Hall. 





Barrymore 


Continued from page 3 








from Aug. 15 to Sept. 30 last, so that 
he could make a picture for 20th- 
Fox. Then the fight started, and his 
| desire to keep away from the foot- 
| lights. 
Equity could prevent Barrymore 
|from making pictures through its af- 
filiation with the Screen Actors 
| Guild, should Aldrich & Myers in- 
| sist on holding him to the contracts. 
| Managers, however, do not desire to 
}embarrass the star. They have pro- 
| posed a unique settlement with him, 
he to pay a stipulated sum from the 
next three pictures he appears in. 
The deal is subject to the approval 
of the court, for Barrymore is bank- 
lrupt. If the court nixes the idea, 
| Aldrich & Meyers will call for the 


lstar to report for ‘Children’ appear- | 


| 
| 
| 


ances at the end of the month. 
Hollywood, Sept. 17. 


John Barrymore signed with Uni- 
versal for the top role in a comic 


produced by Milton Feld. 
Romantic lead goes to John How- 
ard, but the femme interest Is still 





; invisible. 


| Mimi 


contract extended by Tivoli Theatres. | 


London 





Alfred Zeitlin a colic victim. 
Phyllis Robins, vaude and radio 


| singer, got divorce from David Ker- 
| mode. 


Third son born to former dancer, 
Crawford, now Countess of 
Suffolk. 


_ Authorities have okayed use of old 
ticket stubs in view of the paper 
| shortage. 


John Baxter, megger with British 
National, draws a seat on company’s 
directorate. 


Bill Mills, formerly with Elisabeth 
| Bergner Film Productions, has joined 
Ortus Films. 


Lewis Broughton is taking up the 
resident management of Theatre 
Royal, Norwich. 


H. McQueen-Pqgpe’s ‘History of 
Drury Lane’ being held up due to 
wartime restriction on paper. 


Dave Crowley, former English 
lightweight champ, and recently film 
acting, now in the Royal Air Force. 


Associated British mulling ‘Spring 
Meeting,’ legit hit, for next produc- 
tion following completion of ‘The 
Farmer’s Wife.’ 


BBC commentator James Dyren- 


for the duration of war, paying $4 
per week for upkeep. 


Acting Flight-Lieutenant Roderick 
Alastair Brook Learoyd is_ third 
RAF to win the VC. He’s brother of 
actress Lesley Brook. 


‘The Fall of a Tyrant,’ Czech 
screen adaptation of Karl Capek’s 
play, ‘Power and the Glory,’ will be 
released by British Lion, 


band of Renee Houston, disclosed lia- 
bilities of $10,000 and no assets at his 
bankruptcy examination, 

All London theatres and cinemas 
now fully equipped with first aid, 
with entire staff drilled in the safe- 
guarding in case of air raids. 

Leslie Macdonnell only 10%er to 





|'He is Platoon Commander. 
j}to him 
| Leader. 
; : Profits on sales of Daphne du 
Wilfred Perper, Ritz theatre man-| Maurier’s new book, ‘Come Wind, | 
ager, soon to wed his boss’ daughter. | Come 

Charlie Winchell, Minnesota Amus. | Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen’s Fam- 
Co., publicity department head, host | ilies Assn. 


| 


to party of film critics on Canadian | 


stag for | 


Little’ Jack Little band moves into 


' back to London in a bomber. 


4 : 
| this privilege. 


| William 


whodunit, ‘Invisible Woman,’ to be) 


hold commission in the Home Guard. 
Nearest 
is Harry Foster, Section 


Weather,’ being devoted to 


Will Collinson, Jr., one of the 
Three Jokers, killed in air raid over 
Croydon. Joined the Royal Air 
|Force recently. His two partners 
| also called up. 

Margaret Lockwood to play lead 


}in Paul Soskin's filmization of ‘Quiet 
| Wedding. Picture was to have been | he]ped McGuire complete the scrip 
made in association with Paramount, 
but now likely to be with Columbia. 


| Julie Staffel, Czechoslovakian wite 


‘of music publisher Otto Hein, booked 
i} by George Black for his new Hol- 
|}born Empire revue, ‘Apple Sauce,’ 
| but refused permit by the Ministry of 
; Labor. 

Hermione Baddeley to marry Capt. 
J. H. Willis of the Lancers. Her mar- 
| riage to the Hon. David Tennant was 
|dissolved in 1937. Bridegroom was 
‘decorated for gallantry in Palestine 

in 1938, 

Switch in flackery dept. of 20th- 
Fox is occasioned by departure of 
He goes on loan to 
Ministry of Information. 
will now be handled by Daphne Rag- 
lan of the London office, 


Carroll Levis concerted for Royal 


' Air Force near Bristol and was flown 


time any performer was extended 


pointment; hence the courtesy. 


Bronson Albery asked Renee Hous- | 
Margaret Mullins | 


ton to play the 
part in ‘Jeannie’ tour, offering a big 
slice in salary, claiming this would 
be ‘a good chance for her to make 
her name.’ But actress refused. 


Humphrey Bradburne & Ruth 

Taub agency has been taken over by 
O’Brien, Linnet & Dunfee for the 
duration of the war now that Brad- 
burne has joined the navy. Miss 
Taub left for Hollywood sometime 
ago. 
Mollison, who 
duced ‘Smilin’ Through,’ by Jane 
Cowl, who wrote it under nom de 
plume of Allen Langdon Marion, en- 
acted male lead in this play 17 years 
ago, in Australia, for Williamson- 
Tate, opposite Gertrude Elliott. 

Henry Cotton, golf champ, sent out 
to collect $20,000 for war charities. 
To date his collections from exhibi- 
tion matches exceed $100,000. He has 
now joined the Royal Air Force, and 
pressure is being brought upon the 
government that he be made to re- 
sign, as he is more valuable as a 
player than as a flyer. 


just pro- 





Atlantic City 


Harry C. Volk, advertising director 
for Steel Pier, vacashing in Poconos, 
and will go to Florida this winter. 





Dude Ranch, nitery on boardwalk, | 
tratosphere | 
Patio of Traymore also | 


closed Sunday (15). 
Room and 


ended season. 


Phillip Cline, former m.c. at local | 


niteries here, 


forth has adopted two zoo leopards | 


Patrick Ahearne, film actor-hus- | 


Publicity | 


First | 


He had an urgent ap- 


| 
ices, 


,the Golden West.’ 
'20th-Fox early last year after turn- 


signed up at local 
Army recruiting station and left for 


| Ft. Monmouth, N. J. 
| WBAB announcer Paul Martin in- 


augurated new ‘happy birthday’ pro- 
gram in which he sings original 


jingle each morning to localites cele- | 


brating birthdays. 


Elinor Lewis Kerr, daughter of P. | 


Mortimer Lewis (Weilland-Lewis 
theatre chain) tossed into water 
when sailboat capsized in Sunday’s 
(15) storm. Clung to craft with four 
other persons for 10 minutes before 
rescued, 





St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 





' George Lloyd back at b.o. for St. 
Louis symph society in Municipal 

| Auditorium. 

|, The Kirkwood, Mo., Theatre Guild, 

iInc., will present nine plays during 

_ the season soon to start. 

| George Jessel and his troupe en- 

| tertained inmates at the Shriners’ 


| hospital for crippled kiddies. 


| Joseph Kay, formerly with Fan- 
{chon & Marco dance studios, will 
| produce floor shows at Club Casino, 
| west end nitery. 

' Connie Boswell and Raymond 
| Scott’s orch move into the Chase 
!Club, west end nitery, Friday (20). 
‘It will be local debut for both. 


| John J. Fitzgerald, head usher 
}with Ringling Bros. Barnum & 
}Bailey circus, and Hilda Voorhes, 
;equestrienne, were married here Fast 
, week. 


| U. S. Marine band, under Capt. 
William F. Santelmann, will play 
a concert at the Arena Sunday (22) 
, under sponsorship of Marine Corps, 
Post 206, of the American Legion. 


| Carl Lorch band, Bert Granoff, 
Ted and Mary Tafy and Emil and 
| Evelyn constitute first show of sea- 
son at Club Continental, Hotel Jef- 


| ferson, getting under way Friday 
(20) 


| 
Leona Gerson, 19, chorusgirl par- 
ticipating in the St. Louis Cavalcade 
at Muntcipal Auditorium, suffered 
| chest contusions when accidently 
struck by a heavy plank carried by 
a workman. Taken to City hospital. 


Bill McGuire 


___.. Continued from page 3 





' 











‘by Ziegfeld, who constantly . com- 
plained: ‘Where the hell is the sec- 
,ond act?” 
| They 


| 
| boat. 





Hollywood 





Eleanor Powell to New York by 
Wallace Beery to Wyoming to hunt 
ear 


Sam Berkowitz is 
Burkett. 

Ivan Goff broke an ankle playing 
ping pong. 

Lana ‘lurner granted divorce from 
Artie Shaw. 

Joan Brooks’ new screen name is 
Joan Leslie. 

Dave Snel! broke a finger on his 
35th birthday. 

John Elliott 
ma‘or operation. 

Robert Hunt joined Warners scen- 
ario department. 

S. Sylvan Simon returned from a 
month in Honolulu. 

Warner Exchange club tosses its 
annual picnic Sept. 24. 

Eddie (Rochester) Anderson on a 
midwestern stage tour. 

Alfred J. Cohen out of the hos- 
pital and back to work. 

Frank Condon at home recovering 
from a major operation. 

Frank Lloyd returning from Man- 
hattan via Panama Canal. 

Bob O’Donnell dropped in for hud- 
dles with Samuel Goldwyn. 

p Pron Beal back after a year’s ab- 
sence to resume film work. 

Charles R. Rogers back to work 
after several weeks’ illness. 

Douglas Churchill, film newsman, 
ill for a month, lost 65 pounds. 

Judy Canova has featured spot in 


now James §, 


recovering from a 


| the Boston Food Show Oct. 5-13. 


Joseph Buloff, New York legiter, 
in town for two indie pictures. 

Dinty Doyle is doing publicity for 
St. Mary’s College in California. 

Lucien Hubbard on a three-month 
leave of absence from 20th-Fox. 

Evelyn Brent back in town after 
18 months on the road in vaude. 

Murry Weintraub joined Lichtig & 
Englander agency as an associate. 

William Farnum celebrated his 
50th anniversay in show business. 

Charles P. Skouras and Charles A. 
+ aed back from New York con- 
abs. 

Blake McVeagh checking out of 
Warners to open his own publicity 
office, 

Lynne Overman sold his Brent- 
wood home and is moving to a val- 
ley ranch. 

W. Ray Johnston bought a New- 
hall ranch as his permanent Califor- 
nia home. 

Y. Frank Freeman, Jr., shot a 72 to 





win Paramount Studio Club’s annual 
golf joust. 

| Larry Witten joined Al Kingston 
|agency as associate in charge of mu- 


back 


still tell of the time that) sical talent. 
‘Whoopee’ opened out of town—and | 


Buck Jones from Dallas 


there still was no second act. Eddie | where he was honor guest of 7,500 


'Cantor, who starred in the musical, 


|jumped in and, along with others 


Boy Scouts. 
Michael Hogan doing a one-picture 


| writing job, still untitled, for Ed- 
‘ t| ward Small. 
before the Broadway premiere. In 


one instance a McGuire play started | checked 


Gerta Rozan of New York stage 
in at Universal for her 


| rehearsals and he had but 10 pages | screen debut. 


| of notes for the actors. 


Robert Carson sailed for Honolulu 


| Along Broadway he was one of; t0 smoke up three stories for RKO 


the best-liked men of the theatre. 


| He had plenty of color and was ex- 
;tremely  liberal—‘sucker for 
‘touch’. After losing 40 pounds dur- 
ing his illness he told a friend how 
'anxious he was to return to Broad- 
way: 


‘I can’t tell you how anxious 
I am to go back. Yet the whole 
thing has become such a prob- 
lem to me that I am almost a 
living example of Jimmie 
Durante’s ‘did you ever have a 
feeling that you wanted to go 
and yet you wanted to stay?’... 
I am reaily anxious to get back 
to New York to do a show. The 
problem that I spoke of is my 
fear of the depression that will 
come over me when I get there 
and don’t find the ones that I 
loved most. It seems that every 
time I definitely want to go back 
I mentally see myself in front 
of the Ziegfeld theatre, com- 
pletely lost without Ziegfeld. 
And yet I know I must go back, 


because I love New York, and 
in spite of the success which I 
am very thankful for in the 
movies, I love the theatre best 


and have a couple of shows that 
I want to do.’ 


After long career as playwright on 


Broadway, deceased was taken to 
Hollywood by Joseph Schenck in| 
1930 and teamed with Irving Ber- 


lin on film for Douglas Fairbanks. 
He returned east to write ‘Show Girl’ 
for Ziegfeld and then turned back to 
pictures under contract to Fox. He 
later moved over to Universal where 
he wrote several films, and while on 
loanout to Goldwyn scripted ‘Kid 
from Spain’. and ‘Roman Scandals’ 
for Eddie Cantor. 


McGuire switched to Metro when | 


that studio bought his ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ 


from Universal along with his serv- 
was made writer- 


There he 


producer on ‘Rosalie’ and ‘Girl of 


He 


ing in script of ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ to 


Metro. First writing assignment | 
there was ‘Lillian Russell.’ He was 
preparing ‘Story of Sam Dreben’ 


when stricken. 


| Bob Taplinger 


| 


|in three months. ; : 
nursing a_ wrist 


wound sustained while opening a 


2) pottle of cologne. 


Peggy Ann Kent Westmore filed 
suit for divorce against Ernie West- 
more in Las Vegas, Nev. 

Harvey Foster new casting director 
for Hal Roach, succeeding Earl Rete 
tig, who joined Walt Disney. 


Jules Seltzer resigned from Hal 


|'Roach publicity staff to manage the 








film department for Western ad 
agency. 
Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 
Maestro Herman Middleman has 


his injured ankle in a cast. 
Jack Olsen, local trombone player, 
has joined Tommy Carlyn’s orch. 
Freddie Herrick is quitting Joey 
Sims’ sax section t& study medicine. 
Jackie Heller in Hollywood house- 





moved to! 


| guesting for several weeks with Dave 
| Rose. 

| Guitarist Mickey Ross has left 
| Baron Elliott’s band to form his own 


| outfit. 
Mrs. 
| divorce 
jatre owner. 


Dave Leff has filed suit for 
against the local nabe the- 
Whacky 


Wayne out of Millvale 


|Nuttery for a Columbus night spot 


engagement. 

The Harry Fleishmans’ lad, Nore 
man, and Dorothy Gusky were sealed 
Sunday (15). 

Harry Kalmine has been reelected 
commander of Variety Club’s Amer- 
ican Legion Post 

Polly Rowles has been approached 


to do Shaw’s ‘Pygmalion’ for the 
Playhouse this season. 

Brian McDonald’s daughter has 
enrolled as a freshman at the Car- 


negie Tech drama school. 
WCAE announcer Sumner Granby 
and Gertrude Perlman have an- 


|nounced their engagement. 


Ex-local youngster, 10-year-old 
Jimmie McKean, is Gene Krupa’s 
new drummer-boy protege. 

Ben Stahl, formerly of Film Row, 


has taken over a newspaper dis- 
tributing agency in Farrell, Pa. 
Jean Owens, formerly of dance 


team of Liberto and Owens, home 
from New York with the baby for a 
visit. 

Joe Vogel in from New York for 
Mickey Rooney’s opening and con- 
ferences, , with. .Mike Culen. and 


| Marty Burnett. 
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OBITUARIES 


ito Reading more than 40 years ago, 





WM. ANTHONY McGUIRE 
William Anthony McGuire, 59, 
playwright, film writer and pro- 
ducer, died Monday (16) of uremia 
at his Beverly Hills, Cal. home. 
Taken ill seven weeks ago with a 
kidney ailment, he was removed to 
Cedars of Lebanon hospital. He re- 
mained there two weeks and was 
moved home when recovery seemed 
assured, but shortly thereafter suf- 
fered a stroke. He was in coma for 
48 hours before his death. Rosary 
services are being held today 
(Wednesday) and body is to be dis- 
patched to Chicago for interment. 
Further details in legit section. 





and operated the house, then the) 
principal legitimate theatre here, for 
more than 20 years. Steel booked 
many of the great stage players and 
also organized troupes of vaude- 
ville players covering a circuit of 
theatres in the Pennsylvania an- 
thracite belt. 

In recent years Steel and a son, | 





ithe late Winfield Steel, conducted a 


commercial photography business in 
Reading. 





WILLIAM ANDERSON 
William Anderson, 69, one of the 
pioneer impresarios of melodrama in 
Australia, died recently in Mel- 





HENRY P. SOULIER 


Henry P. Soulier, 84, owner and 
operator for almost 40 years of the 
old Lyric theatre, Hoboken, N. J., in 
addition to other theatre holdings in 
upstate New York, died Sept. 10 at 
the Monmouth Memorial hospital, 
Long Branch, N. J,. where he had | 
undergone an operation for appen- 
dicitis. 

Unveiled in 1890, the Lyric pur- 
sued a straight vaudeville policy 
until the late 1920s, when the house 
shifted to vaudfilm. Perhaps its 
most celebrated production was 
Christopher Morley’s revival of ‘The 
Black Crook’ in 1929. Thereafter 
Soulier retired and the theatre re- 


bourne. Anderson broke into the 
entertainment biz as a_ billposter, 
finally amassing a fortune with mel- 
lers long before the talker area. His 
wife, Eugene Duggan, was a noted 
figure in stock for years, and it was 
through Anderson that Bert Bailey, 
foremost Aussie actor presently, se- 
| cured his first chance as a comedian. 
Anderson also delved into outdoor 
}amusements, and was interested in 
|roller-skating ventures. 








JOSEPH ENGEL 


Joseph Engel, 50, veteran carnival 
‘and night club figure, died Sept. 13 
jin a Wilmington hospital after suf- 
jfering a heart attack that morning 





mained dark until seized for back at his home near the Black Cat 
taxes by the City of Hoboken in 1937.| restaurant and night club, Wilming- 
It was later razed. | ton, which he had operated for 11 

Since his retirement Soulier had. years. Before coming to Delaware, 
lived in Rumson, N. J. A daughter-|Engel had traveled widely in the 
in-law and several grandchildren’ U. S. and South America with carni- 


survive. vals. 
Survived by two brothers, Max 


WARD STEPHENS and Jack, associated with him in 
Ward Stephens, 61, a boy prodigy Black Cat, and a son, Harold, 
who later distinguished himself as a 
WILLIE SELBINI 








Sign of the Times 





Architectural Forum, a Luce 
| publication, which celebrates its 


1/ 10th anniversary with the Octo- 


ber issue, will switch from a 
decade of ‘the American home of 
the past’ to a campaign in behalf 
of ‘the American home of the 
future.’ 

In this connection, already in- 
quiries have been coming into 
the Time-Life-Fortune organi- 
zation asking—in all seriousness 
—what provisions are the Amer- 
ican homes of the future making 
for bombproof cellars? 








lulah Bankhead, died Sunday morn- 
ing (15) in Washington. 





Brother of G. B. J. Frawley, Para- 
mount executive, died Sept. 14 in 
New York. 





Wisconsin State Fair 
In Red for $30,000 


Milwaukee, Sept. 17. 


city the last of August, went into 
the red to the extent of $30,000, it 
was disclosed by Ralph E. Ammon, 
director of the Department of Agri- 
culture and manager of the fair, in 
an appeal to the emergency board 
to make up the deficit. ' 

Four days of rain and five of cold 
weather were responsible for the 
flop. 





~ MARRIAGES 


Anne Johnson to Axel Petersen, 
in Calgary, Alberta, Aug. 31. Bride 
is legit and radio singer. 

Hazel Marguerite Lovett to Clyde 
| Hugh Robbins, Sept. 8, in Chesnee, 
|'S.C. Groom does a hillbilly act over 
WIS, Columbia, S.C. 

Virginia Verrill to James Breyley, 
in Dubuque, Ia., Sept. 11. Bride is 





pianist, composer and orchestral | 
conductor, died Sept. 11 after a short; Willie Selbini, 62, who appeared 


illness at St. Luke’s hospital, N. Y.| with his wife in vaudeville and cir- 
A former assistant conductor for the| cus in a bicycle act known as Grovini 
Manhattan Opera House, N. Y., he| and Selbini, died Sept. 15 at his 
studied under Brahms and made his/| home near Somerville, N. J., after a 
debut in Paris in ’96. He composed | long illness. 
two symphonies in addition to scores} He retired 15 
of songs, both religious and popular. | Somerville farm after | 
Stephens served as accompanist to| leading vaude circuits, 


— ago to his 
ter performing on 


with the 


several of the masters including, Ringling circus and as a member of | 


Kreisler, Paderewski and Chaminade. | the Watson-Dupree Co. 
Later, he taught voice and acted as| His widow survives. 
organist for several churches. The 
founder of the May Mozart oo EDWARD J. LE SAINT 
at Harrisburg, Pa., he was organist) Edward J. Le Saint, 69, film vet- 
for the St. James Protestant Episco- | eran, died Sept. 10 at his home in 
pal Church, the Bronx, N. Y., at the | Hollywood after a long illness. As 
time of his death. He was a former 2 director and writer in the silent 
governor of the Musicians club of ¢a, he put in 18 years with Bio- 
New York. | graph, among other early companies, 
He leaves his widow, Mrs. Ida_ and became a character actor about 
Stephens, a daughter and a brother. | !9 years ago. 
e was a stage actor in Philadel- 
|phia as a boy and moved to Holly- 








GEORGE W. COLLINS 
George W. Collins, 54, vice-presi- 
dent of Republic Pictures Corp. of | 
Pittsburgh, died suddenly at his | . " 

home in that city¥¥Sunday 15) after | TSAne BUNT NOWARD 
a short illness. He suffered a heart; Clara Hunt Howard, 79, who once 
attack just a week ago and was ap- | 5298 mezzo-soprano with the Metro- 
parently on the road to recovery politan Opera Co. and had appeared 
when death came. before British royalty, died Sept. 12 

Collins left Brooklyn, where he/|™ Rodman, N. Y. 

was in the candy business, for Pitts- | Widow of Professor Edwin How- 
burgh in 1918 and had been in the ard, with whom she taught music for 
15 years in Eau Claire, Wisc., she 


film distribution end ever since. He ; 
was a city salesman for the old Pathe had been retired for several years. 


company and left that outfit to rep- 
resent Principal Pictures in Pitts- 
burgh. In 1934, he joined Republic | 
as northwestern state representative 
and later became v.p. of that com- | Ployees’ Union, formed in March, 
pany’s franchise-holding corporation | 1895, and a charter member of Troy 
in Pittsburgh. | (N. Y.) Local 285 as well as its fi- 

Collins leaves, besides his widow, | ™ancial secretary for years past, died 
two sons and three daughters, of a heart attack last week in Troy 
while visiting an ailing son. 


colonists. Surviving is his widow. 








ALPHONSE LE MAY 


Alphonse Le May, one of the or- 
Sanizers of Theatrical Stage Em- 


JACK PARKER - 
Jack Parker, 47, radio and mu-! TOM CASE 
sical comedy singer, whose real Tom Case, 60, for years connected 
name was Horace A. Ruwe, died with (The Stage), London theatrical 
Sept. 11 in Grasslands hospital, East- |, periodical, died in that city Aug. 28. 
view, N. Y., after = long illness. He was a founder of London's 
Starting on the air some 14 years original vaudeville club. 
ago, Parker had tenored with the| 
Men About Town, on the ‘Believe It | MILDRED COUVIERE 
or Not’ program, and for Royal| Mrs. Perry Bucy Caswell, 38, who 
Crown Cola. His most recent ap- appeared in vaudeville as Mildred 
pearance was with the ‘Manhattan Couviere for 15 years, died in New- 
Merry-Go-Round.’ | ark, O., Sept. 11. 
A native of Englewood, N. J.,| 
Parker served as a choirboy in his| THOMAS J. FOWLES 
youth, later graduating to musical} Thomas J. Fowles, 60, former own- 
comedv and road tours in operettas er of the Idol theatre, Lodi, O., died 
with the late De Wolf Hopper. A_ recently at Wellington, O., of a heart 
member of the American Federation | attack suffered while driving. 
of Radio Artists, he lived in Port} 
Chester, N. Y. His widow, Jean-| 
nette, and a daughter, Alice, sur-,‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ and formerly 
vive. |of the team of Liberto and Owens, 
| died suddenly at his home in Pitts- 
HARRY J. STEEL | burgh last week from injuries suf- 
Harry J. Steel, 79, for years man- fered when he fell from a scaffold- 
ager of the old Grand Opera House ing. 
(now the Capitol filmery), Reading, | 
Pa., died at his home there recently,.| Willlam Bankhead, Speaker of the 
A native of Philadelphia, he went! House and 




















wood in 1912 to join the early film | 


Father of Don Liberto, dancer in| 


father of actress Tal-)| 


'radio singer; he’s with the Chicago 
| office of Music Corp. of America. 
| Doris Harris to Roy Ivey, in Yuma, 
| Ariz., Sept. 7. He’s an assistant cam- 
| eames at RKO. 
| Betty Judeli to Jerry Horwin, 
Sept. 15, in New York. He's scenar- 
ist and playwright; she’s on the edi- 
torial staff of Architectural Forum. 
Louise Stewart to Carl V. White, 
in Atlantic City, Sept. 12. Bride is 
legiter; he is singer with Alex Bar- 
tha orch. 
Chuck Miller, program director of 


KFAB-KFOR, Lincoln, Neb., to Jo- | 


sephine Wergens, non-pro, in Lin- 
| coln, Neb. 

Marjorie Thomas, former continu- 
ity writer, KFAB-KFOR, 
Neb., to Art Barnabey, former 

| KFAB quartet member in New York. 


Alice G. Schmitz to William D. 
| Gaddoni, in Albany. Bride is with 
| local Warner exchange; he’s head 
M-G booker in Albany. 

Lucille Lubiec to John P. Harris, 
|} in Wheeling, W. Va., Aug. 10, just 
|'announced. Groom’s a manager for 
| Harris theatre chain and son of for- 
|mer Senator Frank J. Harris, head 
of the circuit. 


| Dottie Messmer, singer with 
|radio’s Music Maids, to Beverly 
| Pendleton, Sept. 9 in Reno, 


| Arthur Radkey to Virginia Hart- 
ford, in Cincinnati, Sept. 15. He’s 
acting educational director of WLW, 
| Cincy. 

| Martha Scott to Carleton. W. Al- 
| sop, in New York, Sept. 16. Bride 
is a screen legit and radio actress; 
he’s a radio executive. 

Phyllis Fraser to Bennett A. Cerf, 
in New York, Sept. 17. Bride is story 
editor at McCann Erickson adver- 
tising agency; he’s the Random House 

| publisher. 

Bettina Hall to Raymond Rubicam, 
in San Francisco, Sept. 16. Bride is 
musical comedy actress; he’s chair- 
man of the board of Young & Rubi- 
cam ad agency. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Sonny Lamont, son, 
in Santa Monica, Cal., Sept. 10. 
Mother is the former Betty Burgess, 
film actress; father is film player. 

Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Denman, 
|daughter, in Denver. Father is 
|manager of the Broadway theatre, 
Denver. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Diamons, 
son, in Tucson, Ariz., Sept. 9. Father 
is an indie theatre operator there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert McNell, son, 
Aug. 16, in New York. Father is 
time buyer for the Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert agency. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Gerety, daugh- 
ter, Sept. 14, Rockville Center, L. I. 
He’s in Metro’s home-office ad staff; 
jones the former Nathalie Hammer- 
stein. 











Lincoln, | 


——— 





| Literati 








PM’s Munitions Scoop 
PM, New York's new daily, got it- 
self a smash publicity break last 
week in connection with the Her- 


cules Powder Co. blast at Kenvil, 
N. J. Paper, 11 days before, had 
predicted a Nazi-inspired catastro- 
phe of this nature. Henry Paynter, 
in a series on Fifth Column activity, 
wrote: ‘Gyssling (Dr. Georg Gys- 
sling, German consul at Los An- 
geles) was present at a meeting in 
' which plans to dynamite the Her- 
cules Powder Co. were discussed.’ 
However, plant at which Paynter 
and, apparently, the FBI thought 
ithe Nazi plot was aimed was the 
Hercules factory at Hercules, Cal. 


Ed Levin, chief of PM’s promo- 
tion department, nevertheless im- 
mediately called the Paynter story to 
the attention of news services and 
radio networks. As a result, the 
AP, UP, Transradio and Canadian 











Wisconsin's state fair, held in this | Press Association, sent out excerpts 


from the story giving PM full credit. 

| Radio networks read the piece on 
news programs, also passing a palm 
| to the daily. 

Johannes Steel, foreign news 
commentator, nominated Paynter, 
assistant managing ed of PM, for a 
| Pulitzer prize ‘in recognition of the 
| greatest journalistic scoop in many, 
many years.’ 


Kenvil blow-up, incidentally, was 
the first really big local story on 
which PM, since its inception June 
| 18, has had an opportunity to show 
| what it can do. It tossed out a 
number of its regular departments 
| to give several pages of extra text 
| Space to the story, but won cheers 
| principally for its picture coverage. 
Large staff of topnotch photogs 
turned in a flock of beauts, which 
| were used by at least one Broadway 
| film house as stills out front to sell 
| newsreels on the blast. Leo Lieb, 
'one of the lensers, went to jail for 
| three hours for snapping an excel- 
jlent interior of the Kenvil high 
school auditorium, which was being 
used as an emergency hospital. He 
got the plate safely to the paper, 
| however. 








Pegler Bats 1.000 

His second guilty verdict in six 
months was won Saturday (14) by 
| Westbrook Pegler with the convic- 
| tion in New York of George Scalise, 
| president of the Building Service 
Employes Union (AFL), First vic- 
tim of the Scripps-Howard column- 
|ist’s crusading against labor rack- 
eteers, Willie Bioff, IATSE chief, 
| will leave a Chicago cell on Friday 
| (20) after finishing a six-month sen- 
| tence for pandering. Pegler revealed 
|that Bioff had never served the 
term imposed on him 18 years ago. 
Scalise first made Pegler's pillory- 
ing pillar Jan. 19, 1940, when the 
| columnist, in an open letter to Wil- 
| liam Green, disclosed that Scalise 
| had been at one time sentenced to 
| four and a half years in Atlanta pen 
| for white slavery. Scalise was de- 
| scribed as ‘a vicious mobster’ and 
‘criminal of the vilest type’ by Peg- 
| ler, 





Columnist continued to bat at Sca- 
|lise intermittently, among _ other 
things revealing that he had a 27- 
room mansion in Ridgefield, Conn, 


| 





Biography on Sime 
A biography of Sime Silverman, 
| founder of VARIETY, is announced for 
winter publication by Wilfred Funk, 


| Wisc. 


week by the facsimile method. Last 
letter is dated Aug. 28. 

Westerby, who is serving with the 
British Army, was working on a 
script with film director Alfred 
Hitchcock when called to Service 
He's the author of six novels and in 
his letters recounts his feelings and 
observations of the war. 





Mrs. Segar’s Big Award 


Mrs. Myrtle (Alan) Segar, widow 
of the creator of the ‘Popeye’ comic 
strip, won an award expected to 
amount to $200,000 from King Fea. 
tures syndicate in N. Y. supreme 
court yesterday (Tuesday). Decision 
was handed down by Justice J. Sid- 
ney Bernstein. Award includes all 
the subsidiary rights to the cartoon, 
including the Max Fleischer film 
series, and all toys, games and novel- 
ties. 

According to the suit, the syndi- 
cate had refused to pay the plain. 
tiff for the sale of the subsidiary 
rights, claiming that all rights had 
reverted to the syndicate’ with 
Segar’s death in 1939. Under the de- 
cision, which grants an injunction 
and accounting, King Features re- 
tain rights to the feature. Fanny 
Holtzmann was attorney for Mrs, 
Segar. 





10G Libel Suit Vs. Macfadden 


A libel action for $10,000 damages 
was filed in the N. Y. supreme court 
by Chiquita Corrales, professional 
dancer, against Dave Elman and 
Macfadden Publications, charging 
misstatements in an article published 
in the April, 1940, issue of ‘True 
Stories,’ and written by Elman. 

Plaintiff claims that the story 
stated that she was contemplating 
suicide and had lost seven inches 
off one leg as the result of an ac- 
cident. Plaintiff claims her name 
was used in the story and obtained 
through misrepresentation. 





LITERATI OBITS 

Gibbons (Gib) Marsh, 61, vet 
Pittsburgh newspaperman, was 
found dead in bed Monday morning 
(16) of a heart attack. Marsh was a 
reportér with the old Pittsburgh 
Gazette, covering the flight of Biddle 
Brothers, and went to Mexico for the 
defunct tri-state news bureau on the 
Pancho Villa hunt. Until a year ago, 
he conducted a weekly ‘Outdoors’ 
column for Sun-Telegraph, Hearst 
daily. 

William Henry (Harry) McCarty, 
63, sports and turf writer, died at 
Saratoga Springs, N. Y., hospital 
Sept. 10 after a long illness. He 
was once sports editor of the New 
York Morning Telegraph and a 
writer of racing news for other pa- 
pers. Survivors are widow, two sons, 
daughter, sister and brother. 

Dr. Glenn Frank, 52, author, edu- 
cator and editor, was killed Sept. 15 
in an auto accident near Greenleaf, 
His son, Glenn, Jr., driver of 
the car in which they were riding, 
was fatally injured. 

Asa George Baker, 73, chairman of 
the board of the G. and C. Merriam 
Co., publishers of dictionaries, died 
Sept. 10 in Springfield, Mass., after 
a short illness. 

Allison Stone, 67, for 23 years as- 
sociated with the Providence (R.1.) 
Journal and its publisher since 1938, 
died in that city Sept. 11 after a 
month’s illness. 





CHATTER 





Inc., authored by Dayton Stoddard, | 
formerly on the N. Y. Sun dramatic | 


desk and later a theatrical p.a. 


Abel Green 
dom House) for a history of Variety 


| 


|}and Sime still awaits a when-and-if | 


completion of the assignment. 


VARIETY also will figure in the 
forthcoming ‘History of Vaudeville’ 
that the N. Y. World-Telegram’s 
Douglas Gilbert has completed for 
Whittlesey House (McGraw-Hill), 
and also in the tome that Joe Laurie, 
Jr., has been working on the past 
few years, also due for publication 
in a year or so. 





Speed’s the Word 
Unusual treatment has been given 


ters by Robert Westerby, by Duell, 
Sloan & Pearce, which is publishing 
the book today (Wednesday). To 
get the volume out as quickly as 
possible publisher has reprinted it 
in facsimile, making printing plates 
directly from the letters. Although 
bound as a regular book, DSP was 
able to advance publication date a 





‘Voice from England,’ series of let-| 





Sonja Henie’s career has been put 
into book form by Prentice-Hall. 
Ruth Waterbury is the new presi- 


A commitment by Variety mugg/ dent of Hollywood Women’s Press 
to Bennett Cerf (Ran-| Club. , 


Ben Hibbs, associate editor of the 
Country Gentleman, Curtis mag, has 
been upped to editor. He succeeds 
Phillip S. Rose, who will retire. 

J. R. Conroy, editor of the At- 
lantic City Daily World, resigned to 
purchase the Goldsboro (N. C.) 
Herald, a weekly, which he will pub- 
lish. 


Glen W. Naves, of the Spartan- 
burg (S. C.) Journal, elected v.p. of 
the American Air Mail society at 
its recent annual convention in 
Toronto. 


Fashion writers, in behalf of the 
new campaign for 100% American 
Styles, are now getting publicity 
quotes in industry ads like film and 
dramatic critics. 

New Ernest Hemingway book will 
be published by Scribner’s in No- 
vember. Labeled ‘For Whom the 
Bell Tolls,’ it has a Spanish war 
background. It’s a Book-of-the 
Month Club selection. 
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Tribute to a Mother 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Editor, VARIETY: . 
Whenever our neighborhood Moth- 
ers Club attends a screen play, stage 
chow or radio broadcast along the 
Great White Way or Radio City, we 
nave a sort of ‘What We Think Dis- 
cussion’ at our next meeting. 
Wednesday evening, Sept. 4, 1940, we 
attended Harry Salter s Song of 
your Life’ broadcast. This program 
was a blend of comedy, pathos, opera | 
and sentiment. What impressed us 
most was the lovely silver-haired 
old lady the smiling gentleman in- 
troduced so graciously. Undoubtedly, 
it was his cheerful manner that gave 
her courage to approach the micro- | 
phone and tell her beautiful and 
impressive story. | 

When Clark Dennis, in his lovely 
tenor voice, sang the “Song of Her 
Life’ we noticed she glanced at him | 
for a moment, then turned away. 
We wondered whether ‘something | 
got in her eyes,’ or was she trying 
to hold to that old stage tradition, 
‘The Show Must Go On.’ As Mr. 
Dennis sang, ‘I Wonder What Be- 
come of Sally?’, something got in our 
eves—it was neither smoke nor the 
moon; but if stardust creates mois- 
ture, it was just that—for we, too, 
remembered how often her boy sang 
the ‘Song of Her Life.’ However, 
the moisture soon disappeared when 
Clark Dennis presented her with an 
old fashioned bouquet. She glanced 
at the card attached, then walked 
over to Mr. Salter, the orchestra 
leader, shook his hand gently, and 
gave him a motherly kiss. Evidently 
the flowers were from him as a 
tribute in memory of her son, the 
late Joe Schenck, of Van and 
Schenck. 

It was all so real and the first time 
we ever heard a Stage Mother 
broadcast. We often hear a certain | 
radio star call his mother on an im- 
aginary telephone, and occasionally | 
when a pugilist wins a fight, he is 
brought to the microphone to Say, 
‘Hello, Mom, it was a great fight,’ 
when the poor fellow would much 
prefer to have a tank of oxygen 
placed beside him. That just doesn’t 
seem real... - | 

And, so, our Mothers Club de- | 
cided to tell VARIETY that we think it | 
would be just grand to have real | 
Stage Mothers on the air to tell Us | 
something about their sons and 














haired lady who was on Harry | 
Salter’s ‘Song of Your Life Pro- | 
gram.” 


Mothers Club of the Bedford Section, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
(Per Mrs. A. F. Fleck). | 


‘What We Joined AGVA For?’ 
San Francisco. 


Editor, VARIETY: 

I have been trying to find out, like | 
many of the acts here at Ripley’s | 
since May 25, 1940, what we joined 
AGVA for. I have written several 
letters to the San Francisco office 
and up to date hove not heard from 
nor seen any official. Several of the 
acts have called up the AGVA office 
and they were going to call upon 
them in an hour that day, but weeks | 
have gone by since those calls to the 
official agent. 


I, for one, am trying to find out| 
why Miss Palmer and myself paid | 
$40 to work here. Now we are all | 
but one working below union wages 
and still belong to the union, and | 
see no one from the union—'Believe | 
It or Not.’ 

Maybe you can tell me what to 
do or how to go about getting some 
results? 

I was told if I wrote to you I will 
lose my job here, and we came 3,500 
miles out at our own expense to get 
here, There are plenty on Treasure 
Island (San Francisco Exposition) in 
the same boat and can get no re- 
dress, The Union official here asks 
- their money when due, but all 

ose who contact the office, never 
om Passed to see the official. There 
2 Plenty of proof here if you want 


Clarence L. Rivers 
(Rivers & Palmer, ‘Liquid 


Air Act,’ c/o Ripley, 
Treasure Island, S. F.). 





Biltmore’s Alvino Rey 


Editor, VARIETY: oe 
Before ishi 

Publishing the last para- 
car of the article, ‘Biz Bad, Bands 
pow Supper Session,’ it might have 
‘. Sa wren purpose had you called 
, © verify the ‘ sition’ 
it contains y the ‘supposition 


® fact is, I went to Detroi{ .and 


| surprising 


WHAT THEY THINK 


personally picked Alvino Rey's band 
for the Biltmore Roof, after hearing 
his and two others. He was en- 
gaged on a contract that provides 
for a two-weeks’ notice of the ter- 
mination of the engagement. Many 
patrons alleged that he ‘blew them 
off the Roof’; at any rate, a number 
told us they would not continue to 
patronize the Roof as long as his 


| band stayed. 


The two weeks’ notice of the sever- 
ance of contract was given by the 
management of the hotel, after a 
trial continuing almost two months 
had failed to justify our optimism. 
If there was a ‘lack of somebody to 
play to,’ the answer may lie in some 
other direction than fault of the 
hotel management. 


The Biltmore, 
(By W. H. Rorke, Mgr.). 
Capt. Billy’s Big Biz 
Cincinnati. 





Editor, VARIETY: 


Thanks again for the front page | 


plug. I sure owe all you muggs a 
weekend cruise on the showboat. 


Have had a lot of press breaks this 
year and business has been the 
jargest we have ever experienced. 
Jack Norworth was on the boat the 
other night. No need to tell you, 
he and Nora Bayes turned out ‘Shine 
On Harvest Moon,’ ‘Take Me Out to 
the Ball Game’ and other hits. Like 
the grand trouper he is, he came 
upon the stage at my invitation, 
gagged and sang his numbers. He 
is still terrific. They loved him— 
they should. He stopped the show 
cold for about 40 minutes. He was 


‘here with Dick Bishop and a New 
| York cast at the Taft theatre for the, 
| Nash Motor sales drive. 


Billy Bryant. 





Rating Stars 


Continued from page 1 











ning acceptance of actors, Gallup 
has also done some work for RKO 


on directors, although this has not! qough the word spreads—which is | 
|been so extensive. 
In addition to its work on stars | For they believe that as they get/| 


and directors, Gallup is testing au- 
dience reaction for RKO along seven 
other lines. Among these are pull- 
ing power of titles which are being 


; ;}considered, appeal of stories which ground. 
daughters, just like the lovely silver- | are being considered, effectiveness of | in South America’s largest and most | 


advertising and publicity campaigns 
by various companies on various pic- 


tures, and an attempt to determine | 
|why people don’t attend pictures | 
|more often. 


Other Audience Reactions 


Analysis in every category is made | 
by | 
geographical | 


according to age of audience, 
economic groups, by 
region and by size of towns, There 
has been much discovering, for in- 
stance, that while a star may be pop- 
ular with adults over 40 in well-to- 
do sections of big cities in the east, 
he may find his greatest popularity 
with kids in poor, small towns in the 


| west, 

Institute of Audience Reaction 
(RKO is the only client at present) 
makes a statistical study on every 


player by having its 1,100 interview- 
ers chat as long as two hours with a 
filmgoer to get at his innermost 
thougths. 

David Ogilvy, in charge of the au- 


dience reaction research for Gallup, | 


refused to divulge any particulars 
of the work which started last March 
1. He declared that ‘interesting and 
conclusions had _ been 


reached—not the least of which is 


that because of the many variable | 


factors motion picture research is 
the most difficult the Gallup organi- 
zation has ever tackled.” Ogilvy 
praised as ‘amazingly good’ VARIETY’S 
recent research on why an estimated 
32,000,000 persons who are financially 
able attend pictures less often than 
once a month. 

One of the reasons the Gallup out- 
fit refuses to make public the info on 
RKO is fear that any flops which the 
studio may hereafter turn out will 
ibe blamed at least partially on it, 
'while it hasn’t actually done work 
on every picture. 
| 


proy. Strike Settled 
Providence, Sept. 17. 

| Amicable settlement of a strike 
between picture operators of four of 
‘the Associated Theatres chain was 
‘announced. Operators of the Bijou, 
Empire, Park and Palace theatres 
walked out Sunday (1) when it ap- 
"peared that difficulty would be en- 
‘countered in arranging replacement 
lof an expired union, cogtract, , 





Nazi Pie Blitz 


Continued from page 1 








enough. They are hot on developing 
a market for full-length features. 

This is the way it works: 

Representatives go to a nabe inde- 
pendent operator and tell him they | 
have a moneymaker. Usually, know- 
ing the general sentiment, he pro- 
tests. Even if the film is acceptable | 
to many, incidents in the past (when 
stench bombs have been tossed in 
houses sporting the Nazi flickers) 
make many wary. 

But, as explained to Variety by 
|one exhib, they tell him they can | 
guarantee the draw, offer to put up | 
money to prove it. In a number of | 
cases—and they are increasing—ex- 
hibitors have accepted. They rake | 
in the pesos, too. For the well- 
organized Nazi communities have 
flocked to the houses in droves. They 
have orders, and they go. 

As a result, exhibs who have tried 
the offer, while sometimes feeling 
guilty, insist like their brothers in 





FOOT 


BALL 





There are many prognosticators 
now getting themselves in the mood 
for what they’ll undoubtedly call the 
gridiron blitzkrieg of 1940. They'll 
tell you just what team will wind up 


| on top in every section of the na- | 
‘tion and proceed to give you the | 
| reasons why. 
| expression blitzkrieg 
football season will be just like the | 


We will not use the 
because this 


rest of them with the underdogs get- 
ting their share of the upsets, and 
some of the favorites running true 
to form from start to finish. We'll 
not only tell you the potential cham- 
pions in each section, but we'll go 
one further by also selecting the 
doormats in each division. 
The East 

There are three outstanding squads 
in this area, and one of this trio 
should go undefeated even if Dame 





New York, that ‘they have to live’. 
The Nazis have even used pix made 





before the advent of Hitler to show 
the ‘popularity’ of German-language 
vehicles. 
Sell at Low Figure 
Idea is easy to understand. When | 





the new German pix come along} 
they'll sell at a 
permit the officially controlled rep- 
resentatives to sell a whole block. 
And also build a rep which will get 
the films into the big downtown 
houses here and elsewhere. So far 
latter have carefully avoided any- 
thing in German. 

Fear psychology—the 
Hitler is sure to win, so get on the 
bandwagon-—is more subtly handled. 
It’s been used in almost every line. 
| Nazi reps here have placed orders 
for delivery of goods in October and 
November when the blitz is sup- 
posed to be finished. They even put 
up retainers as evidence of their 
good faith. 


figure which will | 


idea_ that | 


Fortune doesn’t smile on them all. 


| Duquesne University, with a com- 
| plement of iwo full teams, well-bal- 


anced, experienced and ably coached, 
rates as a tough outfit to beat on any 
Saturday afternoon. One of their 
greatest attributes is that they are 
not dependent on any one or two so- 
called stars, They have a group of 
nifty boys which always makes for 
outstanding team play. 

Up Boston way Frank Leahy 
an old Notre Damer, has his entire 
squad back, supplemented by a large 
crop of good sophomores. Leahy is 
a soft-spoken, astute professor of 
the game, and he'll get all of the 
juice out of a full-ripe pigskin squad. 

With a little more ivy on its walls 
the Cornell team rates as the third 
member of this trio because of their 
last year’s record, accomplished by 
the same faces that returned to the 
fold with more poise and more 
power. Carl Snavely has an abund- 
ance of talent with young McCul- 





While many in the entertainment 
| biz and other lines discount this as 
pure bluff propaganda, others, after 
| some of the headlines, take it pretty 
} seriously. They aren’t as weil set 
| on defense here as in the States. 
Once they try and find they make 





| just what the propagandists want. 


| greater distribution, the number of 
|non-Nazis who see their forthcom- 
|} ing pro-Hitler pix will jump. 

m taken as the testing 
If the method works here 


is 


| cosmopolitan metropolis, the Reich 
| feels it will be successful elsewhere. 





Cornelius Vanderbiit 
On Nazi Infiltration 
Into Latin Americas 


Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., VARIETY’s 


roving reporter—who plans to turn 


out one or more stories shortly on 


his Latin-American tour, as regards | 


show business aspects—started an in- 


tensive lecture tour in Sacramento, | 


|Cal., Monday (16). He has 118 dates 
set by Christmas, all addresses on 
the subject of ‘Can We Enforce the 

Monroe Doctrine?’ He has 44 ad- 
ditional lectures after Xmas. 
|falls a bit short of his 177 platform 
bookings last year. 

To prepare for his new itinerary, 
jagain under the direction 
Hormer Lecture Bureau of Kansas 
City, Vanderbilt spent five weeks in 
Mexico and seven weeks touring 
Central and South America. 

Upon his return to America last 
| week, he was closeted one and one- 


half hours with Secretary of War 
Henry Stimson, in Washington, who | 
then instructed him to report his 
findings with additional detail to the 
War College at the nation’s capital. 
Unofficial report is that the D. C. 
|authorities told young Vanderbilt, 


who is on a roving assignment from 
Liberty mag—his Variety chore is 
but a minor detail, in comparison— 
that he ‘might tone it down a bit’ on | 
his lecture tour. Presumably the idea , 
is not to create too much disturbance | 
{in the U.S. mind. 

| Seemingly, Vanderbilt’s rhetorical 
|query, ‘Can We Enforce the Monroe 
| Doctrine?’, as a theme for a season’s | 
lecturing, puts emphasis on the 
negative aspects. He makes no bones 
about the Nazi infiltration into South 
America, through the commercial 
barter system, whereas the U. S. 
wants cash, and it’s via the film and 
icuitural aspects that Vanderbilt will 
turn out a couple of detailed stories 
for Variety, if the press of his spiel- | 


This | 


of the | 


| tain setup is Colorado. 


| This 
| eleven a powerhouse 
‘plenty of help to break the jinx that 
;never permitted a Southwest cham- 
|; pion to repeat. 


| lough spearheading a team of speed 
| and versatility. 

The club that will have its head- 
| aches in this arga will be Brook- 
; lyn College. They will be the Chi- 
| cago of the East. 


The South 

Tulane and Tennessee will again 
share whatever honors come to those 
| below the Mason-Dixon line. Ten- 
| nessee’s greatest loss via the diploma 
|} was ‘Bad News’ Cafego, but the 
| elusive Johnny Butler will make the 
| ae forget all about the Rose Bowl 
debris of last New Year. 
| Tulane graduated many of their 
| starters but they had manpower sit- 
| ting on the bench that could have 
| easily Starred with any other col- 
| 


legiate institution. Their football is 
a business and they again should 
| powerhouse their way to a title or a 
| near title. 

e question mark in the Dixie 
| belt is Duke. Wallace Wade is never 
| without the best of material but his 
| key men will be a trifle green. He 
| lost two great ends and his great- 

est was the triple-threater, 
McAfee, one-man riot. 
| Sewanee will be lucky to put 11 
men on the field. 
| The Middle West 
The Ohio State Buckeyes is the 
| team to beat out there. Their back- 
field quartet of Scott, Strausbaugh, 
| Langhurst and Graf is the most po- 
| tent set in the nation. Their for- 
ward wall is strong and if they don’t 
| fold near the end of the trail, they'll 
grab the Big Ten title. 

Notre Dame can never be held 


loss 


| 1939 starters. In fact, Elmer Lay- 
| den has actually smiled in talking of 
| his 1940 team and that’s the most 
| Optimistic note that can be found. 


Iowa and Northwestern will pro- 
vide the principle competition for 
| the Big Ten title. 

In the Big Six setup Nebraska 
should have a party. They’ve got 
all hands back on deck and they 
may be line for national leader- 
ship if the breaks come their way. 


The standout in the Rocky Moun- 
They've got 
more material than they know what 
to do with and their new mentor, 
Frank Plotts, can make these boys 


pay dividends. 


rom —— | 
The Purdue campus jis in mourn- 
| ing 





they'll sing many a dirge this 
fall. 
The Southwest 


All eyes will be on 
M. as last year’s champions will 
retain the bulwark of their power 
in the person of Johnny Kimbrough. 
lad alone would make any 
but he’s got 


Texas A. & 


The trouble down there will be 


lightly despite the loss of 10 of their | 


By Dick Fishell 


‘on hand and a group of brilliant 
sophomores. 

There are no weak sisters in this 
'league, but Arkansas will have its 
troubles, 

The Pacific Coast 

The Washington Huskies are being 
touted as the potential champions. 
There may be good reason for this. 
But don’t under-estimate last year's 
; winners from U. S. C. The Trojans 
'were hard hit by graduation but 
they get the cream of the crop, which 
j}always gives them enough talent to 
make them a contender. If those 
youngsters come in a hurry U. S. C. 
again might grab the Rose Bowl 
_ nomination. 

_ St. Mary’s without Slip Madigan 

will be stepped on unmercifully. 
The Dark Horses 

Here are five under-dogs_ that 

'might come through with flying col- 

ors. 

Georgetown has been quietly 
'building itself one of the finest 
,teams in the east. We say watch 
' them. 

Penn State has its best squad in 
10 years...they’ve got to develop 
this year or not at all. 

Mississippi State is loaded for 
|bear. That'll be the surprise of the 
| South. 

The sly Bernie Bierman has been 
| getting the best of the high school 
|talent again. He’s almost ready and 
‘this may be the year. 

| A great freshman team at Georgia 
| will take time to develop. A good 
‘start may work wonders for them 
i this fall. 


| 
N.Y. FAIR EVOLVING 


INTO WEEKEND SHOW 


Despite the extra effort to spot nu- 
merous special events and attrac- 
tions, N. Y. World’s Fair last week 


developed signs: of sagging into a 
weekend exposition. Impetus of fa- 
vorable weather failed to bring out 
crowds on weekdays, with the result 
that few of these days reached even 
70,000. In striking contrast, the Sat- 
urday (14) paid attendance hit 228,- 
328, just shy of the peak Saturday of 
the Fair this year, while Sunday’s 
paid gate soared to 260,300. 

This great rush on the two week- 
end days was reflected by the moans 
of many concessionaires, who would 
prefer to have the vast crowds spread 

|; out more over the entire week. 

Typical of the way various shows 
were packed on the two weekend 
days were the Aquacade, ‘American 
Jubilee’ and ‘Railroads on Parade.’ 
Last named played to standing room 
at all four shows both Saturday and 
Sunday, with nearly 400 turned away 
every performance. Same was par- 
tially true at Aquacade and ‘Jubilee,’ 
with thousands turned down at the 
former. ‘Cade reported total 
tendance of 78,826 for the two days, 
with gross receipts so far this year 

| reaching close to $1,200,000. Eleanor 

Holm returned to the Aquacade last 

Saturday, following a brief illness. 

Fair’s ‘Music Week,’ starting next 

| Sunday will highlight Irving Berlin 
| day Sept. 26. Composer is slated to 
make a personal appearance, with 
| his music being played on all Fair 
programs the afternoon of that day. 

There was revival] of talk to turn 
over the Flushing Meadows site to 
the army for cantonments housing 
the conscription army when it shut- 
ters Oct. 27. Proposition discussed 
previously was rejected by army offi- 
cers, but the necessity of providing 
quarters for the conscripted groups 
in the metropolitan area is back of 
this new move. It would give the 
army a ready-made drill grounds, 
water, electricity and other facilities 
required, Numerous structures would 
require little or no alterations to 
make them suitable for army usage, 
Available structures and modern fa- 
cilities likely would cover the cost of 
demolishing the buildings found un- 
| suited for military work. 

Fair management views such ae 
project favorably, it is reported, be- 
_ cause it naturally would reduce the 
| cost of demolition by the expo when 
|the closing date arrives. Mayor F, 
H. LaGuardia, who is a Fair director, 
presently represents the U. S. on 
,the Canadian-American joint de- 
fense commission and may sway a 
final decision, once the city gives the 
go-ahead signal. 








j 
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Tommy Claire now road managing 
the Ella Fitzgerald band. He's 


ing itinerary and Liberty mag stuff caused by the Mustangs of Southern former manager of Paddock Club, 


} permit. 


‘Methodist. They have many vetéran 


Miami, and Co} ny 


Clith, Chicago. 
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THE KATE SMITH HOUR 


Fourth Season...Grape Nuts...CBS Network 


Personal Management—TED COLLINS 
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